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African Methoaist Episcopal
Church

Episcopal Headquarters

401 HOUSTON ST., ATLANTA, GA.

Bishop Benjamin F. Lee, D. D., LL. D., Senior Bishop and President

of the Bishops' Council.

Bishop , Secretary of the Bishops' Council.

DISTRICTS AND ASSIGNMENTS OF ^ISHOPS.

FIRST DISTRICT.

Bishop Wm. H. Heard, D. D., 1426, Rockland St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Philadelphia, New York, New Jersey and New England Conferences.

SECOND DISTRICT.

Bishop J. Albert Johnson, D. D., 1412 N. 18th St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Baltimore, Virginia,- North Carolina and Western North Carolina Con-
ferences.

THIRD DISTRICT.

Bishop J. H. Jones, D. D., Wilberforce, Ohio. Ohio, North Ohio, Pitts-

burgh and West Virginia Conferences.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Bishop L. J. Coppin, D. D., 1913 Bainbridge St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Indiana, Illinois and Chicago Conferences.

FIFTH DISTRICT.

Bishop H. B. Parks, D. D., 3312 Calumet St., Chicago, 111. Missouri,

North Missouri, Southwest Missouri, Kansas and Colorado Conferences,

SIXTH DISTRICT.

Bishop J. S. Flipper, D. D., LL. D., 401 Houston St., Atlanta, Ga. Geor-

gia.'North Georgia, Macon Georgia, Southwest Georgia, Aatlanta Geor-

gia, South Georgia and Augusta Georgia Conferences.
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SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle, D^^LL. i., 1202 Harden St., Columbia

S. C. South Carolina, Columbia, Northeast South Carolina, Piedmont and
Palmetto Conferences.

EIGHTH DISTRICT.

Bishop W. W. Beckett, D. D. 378 Cumberland St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mississippi, North Mississippi, Central Mississippi, East Mississippi,

Northeast Mississippi and Northwest Mississippi Conferences.

NINTH DISTRICT.

Bishop B. F. Lee, D. D., LL. D., Wilberforce, Ohio. Alabama, North
Alabama, Central Alabama, East Alabama and South Alabama Confer-

ences.

TENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop Wm. D. Johnson, A. M., D. D., Plains, Ga., R. 2, Box 16. Texas.

West Texas, Northeast Texas, Central Texas, Southwest Texas, and North

Texas Conferences and the work in the Republic of Mexico.

ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop John Hurst, D. D., 1808 McCulloh St., Baltimore, Md. Florida,

East Florida, West Florida, South Florida, Central Florida and Middle

South Florida Conferences.

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

Bishop I. N. Ross, D. D., 1616 15th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. Ar-

kansas, West Arkansas, South Arkansas, East Arkansas, and Central Ar-

kansas Conferences.

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop Evans Tyree, M. D., D. D., 15 N. Hill St., Nashville, Tenn.

Louisiana, North Louisiana, Central Louisiana, Oklahoma, North Okla-

homa and Central Oklahoma Conferences.

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop A. J. Carey, D. D., 3428 Vernon Ave., Chicago, 111. Tennessee,

West Tennessee, East Tennessee, Kentucky and West Kentucky Confer-

ences.

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop J. M. Connor, D. D., Ph., D., 15ie Pulaski St., Little Rock, Ark.

Michigan, Ohtario, Bermuda and-Nova Scotia Conferences.
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SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop W. Sampson Brooks, D. D., i^. ic 14, Monrovia Liberia, V/est

Africa. Liberia and Sierra Leone Conferences.

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop W. T. Vernon, D. D., 2 Hanover St., Cape Town, South Africa

Cape Colony, Transvaal, Orangia, Zambesi and Natal Conferences.

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT.

Bishop Wm. A. Fountain, D. D., Ph. D., 418 Houston St., Atlanta, Ga.

California and Pug»t Sound Conferences, South America and the West
Indies.

Bishop C. S. Smith, D. D., M. D., Historiographer, 87 E. Alexandrine

Ave.

Bishop Benjamin T. Tanner, D. D., (retired), 2908 Diamond St., Phila-

delphia, Pa.



General Boards

PUBLICATION BOARD.

Bishop Wm. H. Heard, President.

Members: Rev. I. S. Jacobs.

Rev. W. J. Oliver.

Rev. C. F. Flipper.

Rev. L. L. Berry.

Rev. R. H. Bumry.
Rev. G. W. Jones.

Mr. James Caldwell.

Mr. Armstead Rollins.

Mr. J. L. Mitchell.

BOARD OF MISSIONS.

Bishop W. W. Beckett, President.

First District—Rev. Elijah Byrd.

Second District—Rev. E. H. Hunter.

Third District—Rev. W. T. Anderson.

Fourth District—Rev. C. S. Williams.

Fifth District—Rev. W. H. Thomas.
Sixth District—Rev. W. O. P. Sherman, Sr.

Seventh District—Rev. P. J. Chavis.

Eighth District—Rev. F. R. C. Durden.

Ninth District—Rev. H. N. Newsome.
Tenth District—Rev. R. S. Jenkins.

Eleventh District—Rev. S. A. Harris.

Twelfth District—Rev. V. M. Townsend.

Thirteenth District—Rev. N. W. Williams.

Fourteenth District—Rev. C. E. Brooks.

Fifteenth District—Rev. W. Sanders.

Sixteenth District—Rev. H. M. Steady.

Seventeenth District—Rev. S. J. Mabote.

Eighteenth District—Rev. G. F. Martin.
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FINANCIAL BOARD.

Bishop J. H. Jones, President.

MEMBERS.

First District—Rev. M. W. Thornton.

Second District-—Rev. A. L. Gaines.

Third District—Rev. D. P. Roberts.

Fourth District—Rev. S. L. Birt.

Fifth District—^Rev. J. R. Ransom.

Sixth District—S. D. Roseborough.

Seventh District—Rev. J. W. Lykes.

Eighth District—Rev. S. P. Felder.

Ninth District—Rev. G. B. West.

Tenth District—S. J. Johnson.

Eleventh District—Rev. H. E. Daniels.

Twelfth District.—Rev. J. D. Dennis.

Thirteenth District—Rev. C. R. Tucker.

Fourteenth District—Rev. G. F. David.

Fifteenth District—Rev. C. E. Allen.

Sixteenth District—Rev. John Dewitt Martin.

Seventeenth District—Rev. F. M. Gow.
Eighteenth District—Rev. J. H. Wilson.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Bishop I. N. Ross, President.

First District—Rev. H. P. Anderson.

Second District—Rev. K. C. Holt.

Third District—Rev. C. A. McGhee.
Fourth District—Rev. H. E. Stewart.

Fifth District—Rev. R. L. Pope.

Sixth District—Rev. P. W. Greatheart.

Seventh District—Rev. J. E. Thomas.
Eighth District—Rev. M. R. Dixon.

Ninth District—Rev. J. W. Walker.

Tenth District—Rev. W. R. Roberts.

Eleventh District—Rev. R. T. Gordon.

Twelfth District—Rev. 0. L. Moody.
Thirteenth District—Rev. Jas. A. Johnson.

Fourteenth District—Rev. J. A. Jones.

Fifteenth District—Rev. C. A. Stewart.

Sixteenth District—Rev. J. P. Richards.

Seventeenth District—Rev. J. Y. Tant/i.

Eighteenth District—Rev. James Washington.
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BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION.

Bishop John Hurst, President.

First District—Rev. C. P. Cole.

Second District^—Rev. A. J. Wilson.

Third District—Rev. Chas. Bundy.

Fourth District—Rev. H. W. Jameson.

Fifth District—Rev. W. H. Peck.

Sixth District—Rev. J. T. Hall.

Seventh District-—Rev. L. R. Nicholls.

Eighth District—Rev. J. W. Hair.

Ninth District—Rev. R. C. Dickerson.

Tenth District—Rev. M. L. Pendergraff

.

Eleventh District—Rev. J. M. Wise.

Twelfth District—Rev. J. I. Lowe.

Thirteenth District—Rev. A. Thomas.

Fourteenth District—^Rev. J. R. Harvey.

Fifteenth District—Rev. T. J. Askew.

Sixteenth District—Rev. A. L. Brisbane.

Seventeenth District—Rev. A. P. Lacola.

Eighteenth District—Rev. A. M. Ward.

BOARD OF SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

Bishop J. S. Flipper, president.

Members: Bishop C. S. Smith,

Bishop Evans Tyree.

Rev. G. L. Jackson.

Rev. J. A. Hadley.

Rev. A. P. Gray.

Rev. M. S. Bryant.

Mr. Jefferson Rhodes.

Mr. Levi Adams.
Mr. E.D Hill

Mr. Ira T. Bryant, Sec-Treasurer.

BOARD OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN RECORDER.

Bishop Wm. D. Johnson, President.

MEMBERS.
First District—Rev. R. B. Smith.

Second District—Rev. G. D. Carnes.

Third District—Rev. J. 0. Haithcox.

Fourth District—Rev. W. H. Giles.

Fifth District—Rev. N. C. Buren.

Sixth District—Rev. C. J. Jones.

Seventh District—Rev. D. C. Deas.



Gkneral Conference A. M. E. Church.

Eighth District—Rev. J. J. Morant.

Ninth District—Rev. C. G. Hatcher.

Tenth District- Rev. H. S. Sims.

Eleventh District—Rev. S. A. Williams.

Twelfth District—Rev. J. H. Clayborn.

Thirteenth District—Rev. J. W. Washington

Fourteenth District—Rev. W. A. Lewis.

Fifteenth District- Rev. W. E. Walker.

Sixteenth District—Rev. G. A. Jones.

Seventeenth District—Rev. A. J. A. Mareka.
Eighteenth District—Rev. D. P. Talbot.

BOARD OF WESTERN CHRISTIAN RECORDER.

Bishop W. Sampson Brooks, President.

MEMBERS.

First District—Rev. W. B. Williams.

Second District—Rev. C. M. Tanner.

Third District—Rev. J. M. Wheeler.

Fourth District—Rev. R. E. Wilson.

Fifth District—J. F. Griffin.

Sixth District—^Rev. E. Griggs.

Seventh District—Rev. J. E. Beard.

Eighth District—Rev. W. M. Barnes.

Ninth District—Rev. E. L. Martin.

Tenth District—Rev. J. W. McDade.
Eleventh District—Rev. S. H. Betts.

Twelfth District— Rev. H. Scott.

Thirteenth District—Rev. A. E. Hubbard.

Fourteenth District—Rev. W. A. Smith.

Fifteenth District—Rev. J. W. Hall.

Sixteenth District—Rev. J. L. Miller.

Seventeenth District—Rev. C. Nyambolo.
Eighteenth District—Rev. S. C Chase.

BOARD OF HISTORICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETIES.

BishopW . T . Vernon , President

.

MEMBERS.
First District—Rev. H. K. Spearman.

Second District^—Rev. J. W. Walker.

Third District—Rev. W. H. H. Butler.

Fourth District— Rev. J. H. Smith.

Fifth District—Rev. J. H. King.

Sixth District—Rev. M. T. Robinson.



10 Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session

Seventh District—Rev. L. F. Alston.

Eighth District—Rev. S. F. Washington.

Ninth District^

—

—

—

Tenth District—Rev. W. S. Johnson.

Eleventh District—Rev. H. Y. Tooks.

Twelfth District—Rev. L. S. Overall.

Thirteenth District—Rev. J. W. Johnson.

Fourteenth District—Rev. C. H. Shields.

Fifteenth District

Sixteenth District—Rev. J. L. Miller.

Seventeenth District.

Eighteenth District—Rev. C. B. Clement.

BOARD OF ALLEN CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR LEAGUE.

Bishop A. J. Carey, President.

MEMBERS.

First District—Rev. M. F. Sydes.

Second District—Rev. Geo. C. Taylor.

Third District—Rev. J. T. Gibbons.

Fourth District—Rev. J. P. Q. Wallace.

Fifth District—Rev. W. 0. Tyler.

Sixth District—Rev. F. M. Johnson.

Seventh District—Rev. E. R. Anderson.

Eighth District—Rev. Wm. Barnes.

Ninth District—Rev. S. Griffin.

Tenth District—Rev. P. C. Hunt.

Eleventh District—Rev. G. W. Haskins.

Twelfth District—Rev. W. M. Lampkin.

Thirteenth District— Rev.

Fourteenth District—Dr. J. H. Hale.

Fifteenth District

Sixteenth District—Rev. H. M. Steady.

Seventeenth District

Eighteenth District—Rev. W. 0. Tyler.



General Conference Roll

1920

BISHOPS.

Benjamin Tucker Tanner,

Evans Tyree,

Levi Jenkins Coppin,

Joseph Simeon Flipper,

William Henry Heard,

William Da\-id Chappelle,

James Mayer Conner,

Isaac

Benjamin Franklin Lee.

Charles Spencer Smith,

Henry Blanton Parks.

John Albert Johnson,

John Hurst,

Joshua Henry Jones,

William Wesley Beckett,

Nelson Ross.

GENERAL OFFICERS.

R.R.Wright, jr., J.W.Rankin,
J. R. Hawkins, A. S. Jackson,

R.C.Ransom, Ira T.Bryant,
B. F. Watson. G. W. Allen,

J. C Caldwell.

PRESIDENTS OF COLLEGES.

W. S. Scarborough, Wilberforce, University.

W. A. Fountain, Morris Brown University.

R. W. Mance, Allen University.

J. K. Williams, Paul Quinn College.

G. A. Edwards, Kittrell College.

J. A. Gregg, Edward Waters College.

F. Jesse Peck, Western University.

S. L. Greene, Shorter College.

A. H. Attaway, Campbell College.

H. E. Archer, Payne University.

A. B. Cooper, Payne College.

J. R. Campbell, Lampton College.

B. F. Allen, Turner Normal College.

T. M. Greene, Flipper-Key Davis University.
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DEANS OF THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES.

Geo. F. Woodson, Payne Theological Seminary.

P. W. Greatheart, Turner Theological Seminary.

R. E. Brooks, Payne University.

H. G. Montgomery, Shorter College.

M. C. Wright, Campbell College.

L. C. Fisher, Edward Waters College.

E. R. Vaughan, Western University.

J. T. Jordan, Lampton College.

I. H. Alston, Allen University.

I. M. Burgan, Paul Quinn College.

J. N. Carter, Kittrell College.



Delegates

FIRST DISTRICT.

Philadelphia Conference.

Ministerial.

Elijah Byrd, Philadelphia, Pa.

W. B. Williams, Philadelphia, Pa.

I. H. Ringgold, Philadelphia, Pa.

H. Y. Arnett, Wilmington, Del.

D. A. Hart, Philadelphia, Pa.

R. J. Williams, Philadelphia, Pa.

Wm. J. Oliver, Philadelphia, Pa.

J. C. Beckett, Philadelphia, Pa.

W. S. Drummond, Morton, Pa.

LAY.

C. E. Bostic, Philadelphia, Pa.

New Jersey Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

H. K. Spearman, Newark, N. J. R. B. Smith, Orange, N. J.

D. J. Brown, Atlantic City, N. J. H. P. Anderson, Atlantic City, N. J.

S. P. Hood, Trenton, N. J. C F. Flipper, Trenton, N. J.

LAY.

Jno. J. Richardson, N. J. G. N. White, Orange, N. J.

New York Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. p. Cole, Brooklyn, N.' Y. Walter Mason, Brooklyn, N. Y.
C. E. Wilson, Brooklyn, N. Y.

LAY.

J. L. Mitchell, Brooklyn, N. Y . A. Q. Martin, Brooklyn, N. Y.

New England Conference.

MINISTERUL.

M. W. Thornton, Boston, Mass. M. F. Sydes, Providence, R. I.

I. S Jacobs, Greenwich, Conn.

LAY.

D. B. Allen, Newport, R. I. W. W. Allen, Boston, Mass.



14 Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session

SECOND DISTRICT.

Baltimore Conference.

ministerial.

A. L. Gaines, Baltimore, Md. C. H. Murray, Baltimore, Md.
S. H. Cooper, Baltimore, Md. W. S. Brooks, Baltimore, Md.
C. M. Tanner, Washington, D. C. J. S. Collins, Easton, Md.

LAY.

E. A. Henderson, Baltimore, Md. M. J. Keys, Washington, D. C.

Virginia Conference.

ministerial.

E. H. Hunter, Portsmouth, Va. L. L. Berry, South Norfolk, Va.

S. S. Morris, Norfolk, Va. Geo. D. Jimmerson, Newport News, Va.

Geo. C. Taylor, Nassawadox, Va.

LAY.

F. G. Russell, Berkley, Va. W. H. Thorogood, Norfolk, Va.

North Carolina Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

A. J. Wilson, Wilmington, N. C. J. E. Jackson, Wilmington, N. C,

G. D. Games, Wilmington, N. C. D. L. Grady, Wilmington, N. C.

J. E. Mallette, Wilmington, N. C.

LAY.

T . H. Hooper, Wilmington, N. C. P. A. Richardson, Nashville, N. C.

Western North Carolina Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

K. C. Holt, Greensboro, N. C. W. C. Cleland, Durham, N. C.

J. W. Walker, Raleigh, N. C. A. D. Avery, Raleigh, N. C.

J. D. Cowan, Asheville, N. C.

LAY.

E. W. Smith, Winston, N. C. W. E. Barnett, Roxboro, N. C.

THIRD DISTRICT.

Ohio Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

D. P. Roberts, Cincinati, Ohio. J. O. Haithcox, Columbus, Ohio.

S. P. West, Ironton, Ohio.
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LAY.

N. B. Allen, Columbus, Ohio. C. H. Johnson, Wilberforce, Ohio.

North Ohio Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

Chas. Bundy, Cleveland, Ohio. W. T. Anderson, Cleveland, Ohio.

0. W. Childers, Dayton, Ohio. W. B. Lee, Springfield, Ohio.

T. H. Jackson, Wilberforce, Ohio.

LAY.

R. K. Moon, Cleveland, Ohio. O.V.Gregory, Springfield, Ohio.

Pittsburgh Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

R. H. Bumry, Pittsburg, Pa, W. H. Truss, Pittsburg, Pa.

C.J.Powell, Washington, Pa. W. H. H. Butler, Washington, Pa.

J. M. Wheeler, Pittsburg, Pa.

LAY.

H. S. Howard, Washington, Pa. F. H. Brown, Vanderbilt, Pa.

West Virginia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. A. McGee, Clarksburg, W. Va. J. M. Henderson, Huntingdon, W. Va.

J. T. Gibbons, Clarksburg, W. Va.

LAY.

D. H. Kyle, Clarksburg, W. Va. E. D. Lee, Wheeling, W. Va.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Indiana Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. S. Williams, Indianapolis, Ind. J. P. Q. Wallace, Richmond, Ind.

W. H. Giles, Lafayette, Ind.

LAY.

Wm. Stewart, Indianapolis, Ind. C. A. Martin, Muncie, Ind.

Illinois Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

H. W. Jamieson, Peoria, 111. J. H. Smith, Decatur, 111.

G. W. Jones, Springfield, 111. Geo. A. Brown, Alton, 111.
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LAY.

A. E. Malone, St. Louis, Mo. L. F. Finnic, Springfield, 111.

Chicago Conference.

ministerial.

A. J. Gary, Chicago, 111. S. L. Birt, Des Moines, Iowa.

H. E. Stewart, Chicago, 111. N. J. McCracken, Chicago, 111.

R. E. Wilson, Evanston, 111. T. L. Scott, Chicago, 111.

Timothy Reeves, Chicago, 111.

LAY.

J. A. Easton, Chicago, 111. Eugene Green, Davenport, Iowa.

Kentucky Conference.

ministerial.

G. F. David, Lexington, Ky. J. W. Frazier, Harrodsburg, Ky.

G. W. Andrews, Danville, Ky.

LAY.

W. H. Davis, Ashland, Ky. E. Underwood, Frankfort, Ky.

West Kentucky Conference.

ministerial.

J. R. Harvey, Louisville, Ky. J. W. Hall, Paducah, Ky.

G. W. Robinson, Shelbyville. Ky.

lay.

D. D. Williams, Franklin, Ky. R. L. Dowry, Shelbyville, Ky.

FIFTH DISTRICT.

Missouri Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

W. H. Peck, St. Louis, Mo. J. D. Barksdale, Kansas City, Kas.

W. H. Burnette, Kirkwood, Mo. A. R. Dobbins, St. Louis, Mo.

LAY.

L. Lindsay, St. Louis, Mo. S. E. Townsend, Popular Bluff, Mo.

North Missouri Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

N. C. Buren, St. Joseph, Mo. W. B. Brooks, Hannibal, Mo.

S. A. Maloney, St. .Joseph, Mo. S. L. Brooks, Columbia, Mo.

LAY.

E. I. Smith, St. Charles, Mo. G. W. Wing, Hannibal, Mo.
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Southwest Missouri Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

W. H. Thomas, Denver, Colo. J. F. Sage, Lexington, Mo.

LAY.

G. W. Teeters, Kansas, City, Mo. J. S. Moten, Kansas City, Mo.

Kansas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. R. Ransom, Wichita, Kans. J. T. Smith, Lawrence, Kans.

H. W. King, Topelia, Kans. J. C. C. Owens, Leavenworth, Kans.

J. F. Griffin, Kansas City, Kans.

LAY.

Percy Robinson, Parsons, Kans. G. A. Gregg, Quindaro, Kans.

Colorado Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

R. L. Pope, Denver, Colo. A. M. Ward, Los Angeles, Cal.

LAY

E. P. Blakemore, Denver, Colo. W. Dow, Rouse, Colo.

California Conference.

MINISTERIAL

J.'H. Wilson, Los Angeles, Cal. Jas. Washington, San Francisco, Cal.

LAY.

W. 0. Tyler, Los Angeles, Cal. W. H. Shelvy, Bakersfield, Cal,

Puget Sound Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

G. F. Martin, Helena, Mont. J. B. Isaacs, Kansas City, Kans.

LAY.

Wm. Greene, Spokane, Wash. H. J. Baker, Helena, Mont.

SIXTH DISTRICT.

Georgia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

N. Bembry, Savannah, Ga. R. L. Heard, Savannah, Ga.

R. v. Branch, Savannah, Ga. A. L. Sampson, Savannah, Ga.

W. 0. P. Sherman, sr., Savannah, Ga. W. G. Alexander, Savannah, Ga.

G. W. Jenkins, Lumber City, Ga. J. E. Brown, Sylvania, Ga.
A. Parker., Fitzgerald, Ga. S. W. Wood, Waycross, Ga.

B. J. Ross, Savannah, Ga.
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LAY.

P. H. Hurst, Jesup, Ga. G. H. Holmes, Hawkinsville, Ga.

North Georgia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

S. F. Harris, Athens, Ga.

W. J. Jones,' Greensboro, Ga.

W. Boyd Lawrence, Athens, Ga.

W. 0. Slade, Washington, Ga.

J. R. Fleming, Atlanta, Ga.

Wm. Kiser, Marietta, Ga.

C. L. Williams, Marietta, Ga.

J. T. Wilkinson, Dalton, Ga.

S. F. James, Rockmart, Ga.

J. R. Taliaferro, Cartersville, Ga.

D. H. Porter, Atlanta, Ga.

LAY.

M.J. Wingfield, Washington, Ga.

Macon Georgia Conference.

J.T.Hall, Macon, Ga.

M. A. Fountain, Americus, Ga.

W. B. L. Clarke, Milledgeville, Ga.

J. W. Mitchell, Milledgeville, Ga.

F. C. Crayton, East Macon, Ga.

A. A

J. H. Lawson, Sparta, Ga.

ministerial.

L. H. Smith, sr., Macon, Ga.

E. Griggs, Macon, Ga.

C. A. Wingfield, Atlanta, Ga.

F. J. Reeves, Macon, Ga.

J. W. English, Macon, Ga.

Duncan, Ft. Valley, Ga.

LAY.

J. S. Williams, Eatonton, Ga.

Southwest Georgia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

Wm. D. Johnson, Plains, Ga.

F. M. Johnson, Dawson, Ga.

S. D. Roseborough, Cuthbert Ga.

J. L. Butler, Columbus, Ga.

H. E. Davis, Columbus, Ga.

J. B. Lofton, Columbus, Ga.

J. H. Watson, Albany, Ga.

J. L Stringer, Dawson, Ga.

J. W. Dennis, Arlington, Ga.

C. C. Crouch, Columbus, Ga.

J. T. Barr, Cuthbert, Ga.

John Cooper, Columbus, Ga.

C. M. Manning, Savannah, Ga.

LAY.

J. H. Seay, Springvale, Ga.

Atlanta Georgia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

W. A. McClendon, Augusta, Ga. W. J. Williams, Atlanta, Ga.

J. A. Hadley, Atlanta, Ga. L. A. Townsley, Atlanta, Ga.

R. H. Singleton, Atlanta, Ga. J. A. Lindsay, Atlanta, Ga.

J. W. Guinn, Griffin, Ga. H. D. Canady, Atlanta, Ga.

W. C. Kelley, Thomaston, Ga.
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LAY.

David T. Howard, Atlanta, Ga. E. C. Mitchell, Atlanta, Ga.

South Georgia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

L G. Glass, Thomasville Ga. R. H. Ward, Thomasville, Ga.

C. P. Hobbs, Bainbridge, Ga. B. S. Hannah, Valdosta, Ga.

J. H. Hall, Waycross, Ga. J. D. Davis, Valdosta, Ga
A. Cooper, Valdosta, Ga. M. T. Robinson, Moultrie, Ga.

F. R. Sims, Bainbridge, Ga.

LAY. -

T. W. Clarke, Fitzgerald, Ga. W. A. Collier, Valdosta, Ga.

Augusta Georgia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

G. W. Williams, Dublin, Ga. Jno. Harmon, Atlanta, Ga.

C. J. Jones, Milledgeville, Ga. C. Johnson, Tennille, Ga
C. H. Williams, Sandersville, Ga. A. M. Jordan, East Macon, Ga.

J. S. Downs, Swainsboro, Ga. H. H. Long, Dublin, Ga.

E. Reese, Wrightsville, Ga.

LAY.

W. A. Wilson, Dublin, Ga. A. H. Harvey, Augusta, Ga.

SEVENTH DISTRICT.

South Carolina Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

P. J. Chavis, Charleston, S. C.

E. B. Mack, Walterboro, S. S.

T. B. Nelson, Charleston, S. C.

W. R. A. Felder, Charleston, S. C.

L. M. Alston, Charleston, S. C.

M. A. Hollins, Summerville, S. C.

E. H. Coit, Charleston, S. C.

M. B. MePherson, Beaufort, S. C.

J. H. Chestnut, St. George's, S. C.

LAY.

J. S. Shanklers, Burton, S. C.

Columbia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. W. Lykes, Greenville, S. C. I. J. Pruitt, Columbia, S. C.

G. C. Johnson, Cameron, S. C. J. L. Benbow, Sumter, S. C.

Lee A. Logan, Columbia, S. C. E. H. McGill, Orangeburg, S. C.

T. H. Wiseman, Columbia, S. C. C. W. Dunlap, Columbia, S. C.

Edwin Wells, Wedgefield, S. C.

LAY.

S. J. McKnight, Rimini, S. C. J. J. Jeter, Sauters, S. C.
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Northeast South Carolina Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

D. C. Deas, Marion, S. C.

A. W. Heyward, Sumter, S. C.

D. P. Pendergrass, Sumpter, S. C.

J. T. Lomax, Sumter, S. C.

Eli Gregg, Sumter, S. C.

D. J. Turpin, Dillon, S. C.

J. S. Coe, Conway, S. C.

J. M. Jackson, Sumter, S. C.

J. C. Watkins, Sumter, S. C.

LAY.

I. M. A. Myers, Columbia, S. C.

Piedmont South Carolina Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. E. Thomas, Newberry, S. C.

P. M. Gary, Helena, S. C.

W. F. Rice, Greenville, S. C.

B. J. Ramsey, Anderson, S. C.

D. H. Johnson, Columbia, S. C.

W. C. Crawford, Due West, S. C.

T. F. Harper, Newberry, S. C.

D. H. Sims, Columbia, S. C.

LAY.

C. H. Ward, Bradley, S. C. H. B. Butler, Silver Street, S. C.

Palmetto South Carolina Confence.

MINISTERIAL.

L. R. Nichols, Charleston, S. C. T. J. Miles, Columbia, S. C.

L. F. Alston, Columbia, S. C. J. E. Beard, Charleston, S. C.

J. S. Morant, Charleston, S. C. D. A. Perrin, Georgetown, S. C.

S. J. Dobbins, Mt. Pleasant, S. C.

LAY.

G. W. Howard, Georgetown, S. C. Francis Smith, Bonneau, S. C.

EIGHTH DISTRICT.

Mississippi Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

M. R. Dixon, Natchez, Miss. S. S. Stevens, Brookhaven, Miss.

S. P. Washington, Port Gibson, Miss. G. W. Beamon, Hattiesburg, Miss.

W. L. Atkins, Sumrall, Miss.

LAY.

J. B. Greene, Port Gibson, Miss. P. A. Lightfoot, Brookhaven, Miss.

North Mississippi Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

S. P. Felder, Mound Bayou, Miss. H. M. Pillow, Rosedale, Miss.

W. T. Strong, Greenville, Miss. J. R. Powe, Mound Bayou, Miss.

A. N. Thompson, Round Lake, Miss.
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LAY.

R. J. Gardner, Mound Bayou, Miss. J. C. Collins, Rosedale, Miss.

East Mississippi Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. W. Haire, Jackson, Miss. H. Dean, Bayland, Miss.

C. F. Billings, Jackson, Miss. T. S. J. Pendleton, Yazoo City, Miss.

J. H. H. Franklin, Meridian, Miss.

LAY.

S. W. Miller, Jackson, Miss. A. J. Topp, Greenwood, Miss.

Central Mississippi Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. J. Morant, Vicksburg, Miss. A. L. Murray, Jackson, Miss.

D. R. Morant, Vicksburg, Miss. H. A. Stewart, Leland, Miss

B. C. Crowe, Areola, Miss. C. S. Jones, Friars Point, Miss.

LAY.

A. B. Morant, Signal, Miss. H. H. Weathers, Rolling Fork, Miss.

Northeast Mississippi Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

Wm. Barnes, Grenada, Miss. L. M. Staves, Jackson, Miss.

W. H. Edwards, Jackson, Miss. H. H. Buckingham, Grenada, Miss.

A. S. Blake, Enid, Miss.

LAY.

E. A. Bolton, Coldwater, Miss. W. B. Foree, West Point, Miss.

Northwest Mississippi Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

F. R. C. Durden, M'd Bayou, Miss. J. T. Reese, Clarksdale, Miss.

W. P. Q. Byrd, Clarksdale, Miss. J. E. Brown, Friar's Point, Miss.

E. S. H. Ousley, Jonestown, Miss. W. M. Brown, Coahoma, Miss.

LAY.

S. L. Mangrum, Clarksdale, Miss. I. W. Harper, Jonestown, Miss.

, Louisiana Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. E. Brooks, Hammond, La. J. W. Washington, Baton Rouge,La.

E. Wittenberg, New Orleans, La. G. B. Brown, New Orleans, La.

E. D. Williams, New Orleans, La. J. B. Bell, New Orleans, La.

P. W. Rodgers, Morgan City, La. A. T. Tunson, Lake Charles, La.
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LAY.

G. C. Bryant, Thibodeaux, La. H. R. Baranco, Baton Rouge, La.

North Louisiana Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

G. T. Stinson, Shreveport, La.

H. A. Belin, Oakdale, La.

L. B. Butler, Alexandria, La.

LAY.

B. F. Terry, , . Robert Boughton, , .

NINTH DISTRICT.

Alabama Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

G. B. West, Montgomery, Ala. P. W. Walls, Montgomery, Ala.

L. V. Starkey, Selma, Ala. J. S. Thompkins, Darlington, Ala.

S. L. Bates, Autaugaville, Ala.

LAY.

W. J. Robinson, Detroit, Mich. D. L. House, Snow Hill, Ala.

North Alabama Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

L. G. Duncan, Birmingham, Ala. J. R. Burghes, Birmingham, Ala.

J. B. Carter, Birmingham, Ala. W. H. Mixon, Selma, Ala.

E. H. Hudson, Birmingham, Ala.

LAY.

P. S. Moten, Birmingham, Ala. R. E. Simms, Birmingham, Ala.

Central Alabama Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

H. N. Newsome, Selma, Ala. J. H. Allison, Uniontown, Ala.

Wm. Grace, Mobile, Ala. R. D. Brooks, Selma, Ala.

M. H. Leath, Mobile, Ala.

LAY.

B. J. Roundtree, Burnsville, Ala. R. L. Starkey, Mobile, Ala.

East Alabama Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. W. Walker, Selma, Ala. A. A. Godwin, Columbus, Ga.

E. L. Martin, Hurtsboro, Ala W. H. Bowen, Selma, Ala

J. H. McGhee, Salem, Ala.

A. Thomas, Shreveport, La.

C. H. Powell, Shreveport, La.

J. M. Brown, Velie, La.
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LAY.

J. C. Cooper, Boothton, Ala. D. L. Butler, Fort Mitchell, Ala.

South Alabama Conference.

MtNISTERIAL.

R. C. Dickerson, Eufaula, Ala. C. G. Hatcher, Dothan, Ala.

Eli Jones, Clopton, Ala. S. Griffin, Dothan, Ala.

A. D. W. Mitchell, Troy, Ala.

LAY.

A. Barfield, Florala, Ala. B. R. Sconiers, Enterprise, Ala.

Tennessee Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. A. Jones, Nashville, Tenn. J. B. Foxall, Wartrace, Tenn.

A. P. Gray, N. Nashville, Tenn. W. A. Anderson, Nashville, Tenn.

J. H. Smith, Dallas, Texas.

LAY.

W. H. Campbell, Shelbyville, Tenn. W. H. Shackleford, Nashville, Tenn.

West Tennessee Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

W. T. Vernon, Memphis, Tenn. N. W. Williams, Nashville, Tenn.

W. A. Lewis, Nashville, Tenn. J. Q. Johnson, Memphis, Tenn.

W. A. Smith, Clarksville, Tenn. C. H. Shelto, Memphis, Tenn.

LAY.

A. D. Byas, Memphis, Tenn. J. B. Willis, Memphis, Tenn.

East Tennessee Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

Jesse Jenkins, Tullahom.a, Tenn. N. B. Morton, Chattanooga, Tenn.

D. H. Butler, Chattanooga, Tenn.

LAY.

Jno. A. James, Chattanooga, Tenn. Chas. Simmons, Chattanooga, Tenn.

TENTH DISTRICT.

Texas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

E. J. Howard, San Antonio, Tex. G. B. Young, Houston, Tex.

F. F. Washington, Palestine, Tex. P. C. Hunt, Houston, Tex.

S. D. Butler, Beaumont, Tex. J. R. M. Lee, Galveston, Tex.

W. A. Keith, Palestine, Tex.
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LAY.

W. R. Roberts, Palestine, Tex. A. Miles, Palestine, Tex.

Central Texas Conference.

MINI STERIAL.

W. S. Johnson, Waco, Tex. J. F. Williams, Waco, Tex.

R. C. Walker, Waco, Tex. F. W. Warren, Conroe, Tex.

H. A. Young, Gause, Tex. J.M.Johnson, San Angel o, Tex
T. H. Smith, Waco, Tex.

LAY.

L. B. Kinchion, Belton, Tex. W. M. Tears, Austin, Tex.

West Texas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

M. L. Pendergraff, Brenham, Tex.

J. V. B. Coins, Austin, Tex.

A. Deaver, Belleville, Tex.

J. H. Hughes, Winchester, Tex.

R. S. Slaughter, Chapel Hill, Tex.

T. Y. Moore, Brenham, Tex.

LAY.

J. M. Lawson, Belleville, Tex. J. L. Storms, Caldwell, Tex.

Northeast Texas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. W. McDade, Corsicana, Tex. W. D. Miller, Waco, Tex.

W. O. Boyd, Terrell, Tex. J. H. L. Rhone, San Marcos, Tex.

J. H. Lynn, Pittsburgh, Tex.

LAY.

S. M. Kirk, Pittsburgh, Tex. J. L. Lewis, Corsicana, Tex.

Southwest Texas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

S. J. Johnson, San Antonio, Tex. N. S. Sims, San Antonio, Tex.

S. McElroy, Columbia, Tex. E. D. Cooper, Brazoria, Tex.

E. A. Anderson, Lockhart, Tex. W. E. McGrew, Waco, Tex.

H. T. Whitmire, — , .

LAY.

M. Brooks, Brazoria, Tex. M. C. Jamison, Yoakum, Tex.

North Texas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

R. S. Jenkins, Fort Worth, Tex. C. W. Abington, Dallas, Tex.

A. G. Winn, Terrell, Tex. C. L. Morgan, Waxahachie, Tex.

H. A. Carr, Houston, Tex. J. A. Jones, Waxahachie, Tex.
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LAY.

H. D. Winn, Dallas, Tex. R. H. Trotter, Dallas, Tex.

ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

Florida Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

H. E. Daniels, Quincy, Fla. H. Y. Tookes, Jacksonville, Fla.

J. E. Starke, Tallahassee, Fla. R. H. Dames, Tallahassee, Fla.

LAY.

E. H. Flipper, Monticello, Fla. W. S. Stephens, Quincy, Fla.

East Florida Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

D. M. Baxter, Jacksonville, Fla. R. T. Gordon, Jacksonville, Fla.

R. A. Grant, Jacksonville, Fla. James Murray, Jacksonville, Fla.

James Kates, Winfield, P. O., Fla.

LAY.

B. J. Jones, Lake City, Fla. D. W. Roberts, St. Augustine, Fla.

South Florida Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

S. A. Harris, Cocoa, Fla. S. J. Patterson, East Palatka, Fla.

C. S. Long, Ocala, Fla. S. H. Savage, Daytona, Fla.

T. James Williams, Sanford, Fla.

LAY.

W. A. Chapman, Miami, Fla. Jacob Thompson, Daytona, Fla.

Central Florida Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

S. A. Williams, Tampa, Fla. R. D. McLin, St. Petersburg, Fla.

M. D. Potter, Tampa, Fla. A. Jackson, Ocala, Fla.

1. H. Dixon, Bartow, Fla.

LAY.

E. H. Hughes, St. Petersburg, Fla. C. C. Johnson, Bartow, Fla.

West Florida Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. M. Wise, Tallahassee, Fla. S. H. Betts, Marianna, Fla.

R. W. Whitehurst, Marianna, Fla. N. Z. Graham, DeFuniak Spr'gs, Fla.

A. D. Potter, Caryville, Fla.



26 TwENTY-sixTTi Quadrennial Session

LAY.

I. A. White, Jacksonville, Fla. J. W. Young, Campbellton, Fla.

Middle South Florida Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

G. W. Hawkins, Gainesville, Fla. S. M. Gibbs, Ocala, Fla.

G. W. Archie, Tarpon Spr'gs, Fla. P. R. Roberts, Live Oak, Fla.

W. D. Certain, Gainesville, Fla.

LAY.

R. R. Williams, Ocala, Fla. L. H. Brown, Gainesville, Fla.

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

Arkansas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. W. Whitesides, Argenta, Ark. Wm. Winston, N. Little Rock, Ark.

J. N. Campbell, Little Rock, Ark. J. V. Lee, Batesville, Ark.

J. M. B. Mitchell, Little Rock, Ark. V. M. Towsend Little Rock, Ark.

LAY.

G. H. Evans, Little Rock, Ark. G. R. Whitner, Argenta, Ark.

West Arkansas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

Wm. Lampkins, Gurdon, Ark. W. L. Taylor, Gurdon, Ark.

H. C. Beasley, Little Rock, Ark. S. P. Perry, Malvern, Ark.

J. W. Stinson, Malvern, Ark. A. Spencer, Eagle Mills, Ark.

G. B. Ashford, Hot Springs, Ark.

LAY.

Harmon Hill, El Dorado, Ark. S. M. Goodloe, Wilmar, Ark.

East Arkansas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. D. Dennis, Jonesboro, Ark. O. L. Moody, Helena, Ark.

R. C. Holbrook, Helena, Ark. E. J. Lunnon, Edmondson, Ark.

L. S. Overall, Helena, Ark. N. W. Coleman, Wynne, Ark.

H. A. Pettus, Jonesboro, Ark.

LAY.

W. R. Springer, Marianna, Ark. W. M. Anthony, Jonesboro, Ark.

South Arkansas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

H. Scott, Pine Bluff, Ark. P. W. DeLyles, Pine Bluff, Ark.

A. A. Fleming, Pine Bluff, Ark. J. W. Gates, Monticello, Ark.

J. W. Shumpert, Phoenix, Ark. W. T. Eskridge, Dumas, Ark.
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LAY.

J. H. Harrison, Pine Bluff, Ark. D. C. Brunson, Warren, Ark.

Central Arkansas Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

J. I. Lowe, Pine Bluff, Ark. W. T. Pope, Pine Bluff, Ark.

A. H. Hill, Pine Bluff, Ark. W. W. Harris, Little Rock, Ark.

J. H. Clayborn, Arkadelphia, Ark. E. C. Foreman, Pine Bluff, Ark.

LAY.

Chester McHenry, , . R. L. Nelson, — ,
.

Oklahoma Conference.

MINISTERIAL

J. E. Toombs, Oklah'ma City, Okla. E. J. Vance, Kingfisher, Okla.

L. J. Johnson, Enid, Okla.

LAY.

N. J. Caesar, Shawnee, Okla. Geo. Alston, Hennessey, Okla.

Central Oklahoma Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

M. W. Austin, McAlester, Okla. I. H. Hawkins, Chickasha, Okla.

J. W. Johnson, Spiro, Okla. H. C. Rowells, , .

LAY.

J, W. Price, McAlester, Okla. T. W. Choate, Wilburton, Okla.

Northeast Oklahoma Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. R. Tucker, Tulsa, Okla. J. N. B. Walls, Okmulgee, Okla.

A. E. Hubbard, Vinita, Okla. J. A. Johnson, Tulsa, Okla.

T. W. Kidd, Okmulgee, Okla.

LAY.

S. T. Wiggins, Wagoner, Okla. W. E. Day, Sapulpa, Okla.

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Sierre Leone Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

H. M. Steady, Freetown, S. L. J. P. Richards, , .

Liberia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

A. L. Brisbane, Monrovia, Lib. A. DeWitt Martin, ,
—

LAY.

G. W. Ellis, , .
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FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.
Transvaal Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

S. J. Mabote, , . J. P. LeBala, , .

Cape Colony Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

F. M. Gow, , . C. Nyambolo, , .

Orangia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

A. A. Mareka, , . J. Y. Tantsi, , .

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

Michigan Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. E. Allen, Detroit, Mich. Jno. W. Saunders, Kalamazoo, Mich.
T. J. Askew, Detroit, Mich.

LAY.

J. W. Butler, Kalamazoo, Mich. G. B. Williams, Lansing, Mich.

Nova Scotia Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

C. A. Stewart, Halifax, N. S. R. H. W. Pinkett, St. John, N. B.

Ontario Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

Jos. Gomez, Detroit, Mich. Wm. H. Jones, Toronto, Ont.

LAY.

Jno. C. Holland, Hamilton, Ont. Wm. R. Ward, Toronto, Ont.

Bermuda Conference.

MINISTERIAL.

E. D. Robinson, Hamilton, Ont. A. Richardson, St. George's Bermuda
LAY.

Hilton Richardson, , . Ernest Ferbert, — ,
.

West Indies Conference.

J. P. James, Samana, San Domingo.

P. A. Luckie, Georgetown, Demarara.

D. P. Talbot, Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana.

WiUiam Mayh€w, Port of Spain, Trinidad.

S. E. C. Lord, Port au Prince, Hayti.

Alphonso Dumar, Kingston, Jamaica.

S. E. C. Chase, , .



Committees

EPISCOPAL C03OHTTEH.

First District—Revs. Elijah Byrd, H. K. Spearman, C. P. Cole, M. VV.

Thornton.

Second District—Revs. A, L. Gaines, E. H. Hunter, A. J. Wilson, K.

C. Holt.

Third District—Revs. D. P. Roberts, Chas. Bundy, R. H. Bumry, C. A.

McGee.

Fourth District—Revs. C. S. Williams, A. J. Carey, H. W. Jameson,

G. F. David, J. R. Harvey.

Fifth Districf^Revs. W. H. Peck, J. R. Ransom, J. H. Wilso^a, N. C.

Buren, R. L. Pope, Geo. F. Martin, W. H. Thomas.

Sixth District—Revs. N. Bembry, S. F. Harris, J. T. Hall, Wm. D.

Johnson, W. A. McClendon, I. G. Glass, G. W. Williams.

Seventh District—Revs. L. R. Nichols, D. C. Deas, J. W. Lykes, P. J.

Chavis, J. E. Thomas.
Eig:hth District—Revs. M. R. Dixon, J. W. Haire, Wm. Barnes, J. J.

Morant, S. P. Felder, F. R. C Durden, C. E. Brooks, A. Thomas.

Ninth District—Revs. J. A. Jones, L. G. Duncan, J. Jenkins, H. N.

Newsome, W. T. Vernon, G. B. West, R. C. Dickerson, J. W. Walker.

Tenth District—Revs. E.' J. Howard, J. W. McDade, M. L. Pendergraff,

S. J. Johnson, W. S. Johnson, R. S. Jenkins.

Eleventh District—Revs. H. E. Daniels, J. M. Wise, D. M. Baxter, S.

A. Williams, S. A. Harris, G. W. Hawkins.

Twelfth District—Revs. C. R. Tucker, J. E. Toombs, M. W. Austin,

J. W. Whitesides, Wm. Lampki'as, H. Scott, J. I. Lowe, J. D. Dennis.

Thirteenth District—Revs. H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—Revs. F. M. Gow, S. J. Mabote, J. Y. Tantsi.

Fifteenth District—Revs. C. E. Allen, Jos. Gomez, C. A. Stewart, E.

D. Robinson, J. P. James.

ON FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Second District—Revs. C. M. Tanner, Geo. D. Jimmerson, Brothers

P. A. Richardson, E. W. Smith.

Third District- Revs. J. M. Henderson, J. 0. Haithcox, Brothers R. K.

Moon, T. H. Brown.

Fourth Districl^Revs. J. P. Q. Wallace, S. L. Birt, J. W. Frazier,

J. W. Hall, Bro. A. E Malone.
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Fifth District—Revs. W. H. Burnette, J. T. Smith, James Washing-
ton, W. B. Broolts, A. M. Ward, J. B. Isaacs, J. F. Sage.

Sixth District—Revs. W. O. P. Sherman, sr.; W. Boyd Lawrence, C.

J. Jones, Jno. Cooper, W. J. Williams, C. P. Hobbs, J. S. Downs.
Seventh District—Revs. T. J. Miles, D. P. Pendergrass, I. J. Pruitt,

E. H. Coit.

Eighth District—Revs. S. S. Stephens, C. F. Billings, L. M. Staves,

D. R. Morant, H. M. Pillow, W. P. Q. Byrd, E. Wittenberg, H. A. Beliu.

Niiitli District^Revs. M. H. Leath, A. D. W. Mitchell, E. L. Martin,

J. S. Thompkins, Bro. P. S. Moten, N. W. Williams, D. H. Butler, W. A.

Anderson.

Tenth District^Brothers W. M. Tears, W. R. Roberts, S. M. Kirk.

Eleventh District—Revs. S. H. Betts, R. T. Gordon, R. D. McLin, S. J.

Patterson, S. M. Gibbs, H. Y. Tookes.

Twelfth District—Revs. A. E. Hubbard, L. J. Johnson, I. H. Hawkins,

Wm. Winston, W. L. Taylor, A. A. Fleming, J H. Clayborne, O. L.

Moody.

Thirteenth District—Revs. A. L. Brisbane, J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—Rev. S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth Districl^Revs. R. H. W. Pi^akett, Austin Richardson, S.

E. Churchstone Lord, W. H. Jones, Brother J. M. Butler.

First District—Revs. R. J. Williams, D. J. Brown, Walter Mason, I. S.

Jacobs.

ON ANNUAL CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES.
Tliird District—Revs. W. B. Lee, S. P. West, J. M. Wheeler, C. A.

McGee.

Fourth District^Revs. R. E. Wilson, W. H. Giles, Geo. W. Jones,

Geo. W. Andrews, Geo. W. Robinson.

Fifth Districts Revs. W. H. Peck, J. R. Ransom, J. H. Wilson, W. B.

Brooks, A. M. Ward, Geo. F Martia, W. H. Thomas.

Six:th Districts-Revs. R. V. Branch, J. T. Wilkinson, L. H. Smith, sr.,

S. D. Roseborough, H. D Canady, A. Cooper, A. M. Jordan.

Seventh District^Revs. L. F. Alston, D. J. Turpin, Geo. C. Johnson.

W. C. Crawford, E. B. Mack.

Eighth Districl^Revs. S. P. Washington, H. Dean, W. H. Edwards,

H. A. Stewart, J. R. Powe, J. T. Reese, G. B. Brown, J. M. Brown.

Ninth District—Revs. N. B. Morton, A. P. Gray, C. H. Shelto, A. A.

Godwin, R. D. Brooks, J. T. Harris, J. B. Carter, J. W. Walker.

Tenth District>—Revs. F. F. Washington, J. H. Lynn, J. H. Hughes,

S. McElroy, T. H. Smith, J. A. Jones.

Eleventh District^Revs. J. E. Starke, R. W. Whitehurst, R. A. Grant,

M. D. Potter, C. S. Long, G. W. Archie.

Twelfth Districl^Revs. T. W. Kidd, E. J. Vance, J. W. Johnson, J. N.

Campbell, H. C. Beasley, P. W. DeLyles, A. H. Hill, R. C. Holbrook.
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Tliirteeiilli District—Revs. H. M. Steady, J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—Rev. J. Y. Tantsi.

Fifteenth District—Rev. C. E. Allen.

First District—Revs. Wni. J. Oliver, S. P. Hood, Brothers J. L. Mitch-

ell, D. B. Allen.

Second District-Revs. W. Sampson Brooks, L. L. Berry, Geo. D.

Carnes, J. W. Walker.

OJV STATE OF THE CHURCH.
Foiirtli District—H. E. Stewart.

Fiflli District^W. H. Thomas.
Sixth District—B. S. Hannah, J. B. Lofton.

Seventh District—J. L. Benbow.
Eighth District—E. A. Bolton.

Ninth District—A. D. Byas.

Tenth District^S. D. Butler, J. R. M. Lee.

Eleventh District—C. S. Long, A. Jackson.

Twelfth District—J. H. Harrison.

Thirteenth District^H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District

—

Fifteenth District—Jos. Gomez.
First District^M. F. Sydes.

Second District—L. L. Berry.

Third District—D. H. Kyle.

ON CONNECTIONAL PERIODICALS.

Fifth Districl^J. D. Barksdale.

Sixth District—J. W. Dennis, G. H. Holmes.

Seventh District—J. S. Morant, A. W. Heyward.
Eighth District—A. S. Blake, B. C. Crowe.

Ninth District^J. H. McGhee.
Tenth District—A. Miles, R. S. Slaughter.

Eleventh District—E. H. Flipper, I. H. Dixon.
,

Twelfth Districtr—

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District

—

Fifteenth District—Austin Richardsoa.

First District's. P. Hood.

Second District—Geo. C. Taylor.

Tliird District—H. D. Howard.

Fourth District—D. D. Williams.

ON STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

Sixth District'J. T. Barr, E. Reese, E. C. Mitchell.

Seventh District—W. C. Crawford.
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Eighth District— I. W. Harper.

Ninth Districtr—J. H. Smith.

Tenth District^J. H. L. Rhone, B. T. Reese.

Eleventh District^E. H. Flipper, D. W. Roberts, E. H. Hughes.

Twelfth District^W. T. Eskridge.

Thirteenth District—J. P. Richards, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—F. M. Gow.

Fifteenth District—J. W. Saunders.

First District—D. J. Brown.

Second District—Frank G. Russell.

Third Districl>—E. D. Lee.

Fourth District—L. F. Finnie.

Fifth District— J. R. Ransom. W. O. Tyler.

OX MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

Seventh District—D. J. Turpin.

Eighth District^L. B. Butler.

Ninth District—J. C. Cooper.

Tenth District^P. C. Hunt, W. D. Miller.

Eleventh District^W. D. Certain, I. H. Dixon, B. J. Jones.

Twelfth District—G. B. Ashford.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—F. M. Gow.

Fifteenth District—J. W. Saunders.

Virst District^—H. P. Anderson.

Second District—J. E. Jackson.

Third District—S. P. West.

Fourth District—Wm. Stewart.

Fifth District^J. F. Griffin, A. M. Ward.

Sixth District^J. A. Lindsay, S. F. James, J. E. Brown.

ON THE EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Eighth District—J. R. Campbell.

Ninth District^J. A. Jones.

Tenth Districl^L. B. Kinchion, J. F. Williams.

Eleventh Dlstricl^I. A. White, S. H. Savage.

Twelfth District—O. L. Moody.

Thirteenth District—J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District^F. M. Gow.

Fifteenth Districl^Jos Gomez.

First Distric^-J. L. Mitchell.

Second District—G. A. Edwards.

Third District—W. H. Truss.

Fourth District^Geo. A. Brown. ,
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Filth District—G. A. Gregrg, L. Lindsay.

Sixth J)istrict^C. H. Williams, T. W. Clarke.

Scvoiitli District^W. R. A. Feldcr.

OiN THi: SUJNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

Ninth Distiicl^R. L. Starkey.

Tentli District—A. Deaver, J. L. Lewis.

Fleventh District—N. Z. Graham, C. C. Johnson.

Twelfth District^N. W. Coleman.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth J)lstrict—F. M. Gow.
Fifteenth District^!. W. Butler.

First District—C. E. Wilson.

Second District—D. L. Grady.

Third District>—J. M. Wheeler.

Fourth District—J. H. Smith.

Fifth Distrlct^W. H. Thomas.

Sixth Dlstrict^J. A. Hadley, H. H. Long.

Seventh District—I. J. Pruitt.

Eighth District—G. W. Beaman.

ON THE CHURCH EXTENSION DEPARTMENT.
Tenth District—J. V. B. Goins, E. A. Anderson.

Eleyenth District—R. H. Dames, James Kates.

Twelfth Dlstrict^J. W. Gates.

Thirteenth District—A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteentli District—S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth District—J. W. Saunders.

First District^H. Y. Arnett.

Second District—Wm. E. Barnett.

Tliird District—Olie V. Gregory.

Fourth District—Eugene Green.

Fifth Dlstrict^W. B. Brooks, J. F. Sage.

Sixth District—E. Griggs, J. W. Quinn.

Seventh District—M. B. McPherson.

Eighth District-S. W. Miller.

Ninth District^—W. J. Robinson.

ON ALLEN ( HRISTIAN ENDEAVOR LEAGUE.
Eleventh District^C. S. Long, E. H. Hughes.

Twelfth District—W. H. Anthony.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth District—W. R. Ward.

First Distrlct^-W. W. Allen.

Second District—S. S. Morris.
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Third District—C. H. Johnson.

Fourth District—C. A. Martin.

Filth District—E. P. Blakemore, H. J. Baker.

Sixth District—H. E. Davis, J. H. Hall.

Seventh District^E. H. McGill, H. B. Butler, D. A. Perrin.

Eiglith District—A. J. Topp.

Nintli District—W. H. Campbell.

Tenth District.—W. E. McGrew, W. O. Boyd.

ON CREDENTIALS.

Twelfth District—S. T. Wiggins, L. S. Overall.

Thirteenth Districl^H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth IMstrict—F. M. Gow.

Fifteenth District—J. C. Holland.

First District—M. W. Thornton.

Second District—P. A. Richardson.

Third District^D. P. Roberts.

I'ourth District—J. W. Frazier.

Fifth Districts—A. R. Dobbins, W. H. Thomas.

Sixth District—J. W. Mitchell, F. M. Johnson, J. H. Watson.

Seventh District—J. S. Morant.

Eighth Distric^-B. W. Foree.

^!nth Distiict^M. H. Leath.

Tenth District^E. D. Cooper, J. L. Storms.

Eleventh District^R. T. Gordon, P. R. Roberts, H. Y. Tookes.

ON RULES OF ORDER.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth Districl^C. Nyombolo.

Fifteenth District—C. E. Allen.

First District—C. P. Cole.

Second District^Jno. E. Jackson.

Third Distric1>-W. H. H. Butler.

Fourth District—C. A. Martin.

Fifth District—W. H. Thomas.

Sixth District—C. L. Williams, M. J. Wingfield.

Seventh District—E. H. McGill.

Eighth District^E. D. Williams.

Ninth ])lstrict—D. L. Butler.

Tenth Di&trict^J. M. Lawson, F. W. Warren.

Eleventh District—N. Z. Graham, H. E. Daniels.

Twelfth District—W. T. Pope.

ON TEMPORAL ECONOMT.

Fourteenth Districl^J. M. P. LeBala.

Fifteenth District—J. W. Saunders.

First Districl^H. Y.- Arnett.
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Second J)istrict—T. H. Hoop(M-.

Third District—C. J. Powell, Chas. Biindy.

Fourth District—N. J. McCracketi.

Fifth District^W. H. Thomas, J. B. Isaacs.

(Sixth District—L. A. Townsley, R. H. Ward, C. A. Wingfield, W. O.

Slade.

Seventh District—J. T. Lomax.
Eighth District—A. L. Murray.

Nintli District—W. A. Lewis.

Tenth District^C. W. Abbington, J. M. Johnson.

Eleventh District—S. A. Harris, R. D. McLin, James Murray.

Twelfth District—W. T. Pope, J. N. B. Wall.

Tliirteenth District—J. P. Richards, A. L. Brisbane.

ON THE FEDERATION OF COLORED METHODIST CHURCHES
Fifteenth District—W. H. Jones.

First District—Walter Mason.

Second District—A. D. Avery.

Third Distrietr—W. H. H. Butler.

Fourth District^W. H. Giles.

Fifth District^G. F. Martin.

Sixth District—A Parker.

Seventh District—L. A. Logan.

Eighth District—A. H. INIorant.

Ninth District—W. H. Bowen.
Tenth District^H. S. Sims, H. D. Winn.

Eleventh District—J. M. Wise, G. W. Hawkins.
Twelfth District—J. V. Lee.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—J. Y. Tantsi.

ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH.

First District—H. P. Anderson.

Second District—Melvin J. Keys.

Third District^N. B. Allen.

Fonrth District—Geo. W. Jones.

Fifth District—J. C. C. Owens.

Sixth District—M. T. Robinson.

Seventh District—L. R. Nichols, T. B. Nelson, A. W. Heyward.
Eighth District—C. S. Jones.

Ninth District—S. L. Bates.

Tenth District^H. A. Carr, H. A. Young.
Eleventh District—W. D. Certain.

Twelfth District^G. R. Whitner.

Thirteenth District—J. P. Richards, J. DeWitt Martyn.
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Fourteenth District

—

Fifteenth District—G. Bemell Williams.

ON BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS.

Second District—Elmar A. Handerson.

Third District^O. W. Childers.

Fourth District^J. P. Q. Wallace.

Fifth District—J. T. Smith, W. O. Tyler.

Sixth District—J. D. Davis, W. A. Wilson.

Seventh District—B. J. Ramsey, Edwin Wells, Francis Smith, I. M.

A. Myers, J. J. Jeter.

Eighth District—J. H. H. Franklin.

Ninth District^W. M. Grace.

Tenth District—R. H. Trotter, R. C. Walker.

Eleventh District

—

Twelfth District^C. McHenry.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brishane.

Fourteenth District

—

Fifteenth District—W. R. Ward.

First District—Chas. Bostic.

ON ENTERTAINMENT OF THE NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE.

Third District—J. T. Gibhons.

Fourth District—R. E. Wilson.

Fifth Districl^W. H. Burnett.

Sixth District—B. J. Ross. »

Seventh District--L. F. Alston, J. C. Watkias.

Eighth District—B. F. Terry, Robert Boughton.

Ninth District—R. C. Dlckerson.

Tenth District—C. L. Morgan, T. Y. Moore.

Eleventh District—S. M. Gibbs.

Twelfth District^D. W. Brunson.

Thirteenth District^A. L. Brisbane, H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth District—F. M. Gow.

Fifteenth District-

First District—H. K. Spearman.

Second District—J. S. Collins.

ON GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMISSION.

Fourth District

—

Fifth District—J. F. Griffin, W. H. Thomas.

Sixth District^R. V. Branch, H. D. Canady.

Seventh District—S. J. Dobbins.

Eighth District—A. N. Thompson.

Ninth District—J. R. Burghes.
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Tenth District^A. G. Winn.

Eleventh IHstrict^—A. Jackson, R. R. Williams.

Twelllh District—J. W. Stinson.

Thirteenth District-

Fourteenth District—Ellsworth Underwood.
Fitte«'nth District-

First District—A. D. Avery.

Second District

—

Third District—S. P. West.

ON ITIiVERAtY.

Fifth Distxict-J. R. Ransom, J. H. Wilson.

Sixth District—F. C. Crayton, J. I. Stringer.

Seventh District—D. H. Johnson.

Eighth Dlstrlct^J. B. Bell.

Ninth District^-N. W. Williams, D. L. House, jr.

Tenth District^—IM. C. Jamerson.

Eleventh District—R. A. Graat, G. W. Hawkins.

Twelfth District—T. W. Kidd.

Thirteenth District—A. L. Brisljane, H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth District—F. M. Gow.
Fifteenth District—C. E. Allen.

First District—W. B. Williams.

Second District—Geo. D. Jimmerson.
Third District—W. H. Truss.

Fourth District^J. W. Hall.

ON BOOK CONCERN.

Sixth District—A. L. Sampson, M. A. Fountain.

Seventh District^—D. P. Pendergrass.

Eighth District^—H. R. Baranco.

Ninth District—J. H. Allison.

Tentn District—M. Brooks.

Eleventh District—D. M. Baxter, P. R. Roberts.

Twelfth District—I. H. Hawkins, W. W. Harris.

Thirteenth District—A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth District—W. H. Jones.

First District—J. C. Beckett.

Second District—S. S. Morris.

Third District^W. T. Anderson.

Fourth District—James A. Easton, T. L. Scott.

Fifth District—J. B. Isaacs, J. F. Sage.
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ON RECEPTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES.

SeTentli District—J. H. Chestnut, S. L. McKnight.

Eighth District—J. E. Brown.

Ninth District—W. H. Mixon.

Tenth District—E. J. Howard.

Eleventh District—R D. McLin.

Twelfth District—E. J. Lunnon.

Thirteenth District^H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth District^—J. Y. Tantsi.

Fifteenth District—C. E. Allen.

First District—A. Q. Martin.

Second District—J. W. Walker.

Third District—J. T. Gibbons.

Fourth Dlstrict^T. L. Scott.

Fifth District—W. H. Burnette, J. F. Sage.

Sixth District—J. L. Butler.

ON THE CONDITION OF THE NEGRO IN THE UNITED STATES.

Twelfth District—N. W. Coleman.

Thirteenth District—J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—S. J. Mabote, C. Nyombolo.

Fifteenth District—J. W. Butler.

First District—C. P. Flipper.

Second District—J. D. Cowan.

Third District^W. B. Lee.

Fourth District^—Ellsworth Underwood.

Fifth District^W. H. Shelvy, William Greene.

Sixth District^C. C. Crouch, David T. Howard, A. H. Harvey.

Seventh District—T. H. Wiseman, G. W. Howard, Eli Gregg, C. H.

Ward, W. R. A. Felder.

Eighth District—H. H. Buckingham.

Ninth District^C. G. Hatcher, P. W. Walls.

Tenth District—R. S. Jenkins.

Eleventh DistricV-W. L. Stevens, D. W. Roberts, S. H. Savage.

ON PUBLIC WORSHIP.

Thii-teenth District—H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth District—J. Y. Tantsi.

Fifteenth District—W. H. Jones.

First District^—W. S. Drummond.
Second District—C. H. Murray.

Third District—W. T. Anderson.

Fourth District—Jno. H. Smith.
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Fifth District-

Sixth District—G. W. Jenkins, J. W. English.

Seventh District—J. E. Beard.

Eighth District—M. L. Atkias, .J. S. Pendleton.

IVinth District's. Griffin.

Tenth District^H. S. Sims.

Kleventli District—R. H. Dames, A. D. Potter.
*

Twelfth District—G. H. Evans.

ON fi;dkk.4tion of thi: ( hi ki hks of Christ in America.

FourU'enth District—S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth District—G. Bernell Williams.

First District—J. J. Richardson.

Second District

—

M. H. Davis.

Third District—Chas. Bundy.

Foiirtli District—Geo. W. Andrews.

Fifth District's. A. Maloney, R. L. Pope.

Sixth District—R. L. Heard, J. R. Taliaferro.

Seventh District—J. C. Watkins.

Eighth District—A. T. Tunson.

Ninth District—H. N. Newsome.
Tenth District—C. W. Abington.

Eleventh District^-S. J. Patterson, Wm. Chapman.
Twelfth Districl'J. N. B. Wall.

Thirteenth District—A. L. Brisbane, H. M. Steady.

ON REVISION OF DISCIPLINE.

Fifteenth District—E. D. Robinson.

First District— I. H. Ringgold.

Second District—C. H. Murray.

Third District—W. H. H. Butler.

Fourth District—H. E. Stewart.

Fifth District—J. F. Griffin, W. B. Brooks, W. H. Thomas.
Si.vth District—Jno. Harmon, R. H. Singleton.

Seventh District—J. W. Lykes.

Eighth District—W. T. Strong.

Ninth District—J. Q. Johnson.

Tenth District—G. B. Young.

Illeventh District—T. James Williams, A. Jackson.

Twelfth District—V. M. Townsend, S. T. Wiggins.

Thirteenth District—A. L. Brisbane, H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth DistrictsF. M. Gow.
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ON PLANS FOK CHURCH BUILDINGS.

Eighth Districl^C. H. Powell.

Ninth District^E. H. Hudson.

Tenth Districl^J. W. McDade.

Eleventh District—T. James Williams, L. H. Brown.

Twelfth District^T. W. Choate.

Thirteenth District

—

Fourteenth District—F. M. Gow.
Fifteenth District—Hilton Richardson.

First District—Geo. N. White.

Second District—Wm. H. Thorogood.

Third Distric^-R. H. Bumry.

Fourth District—Geo. A. Brown.

Fifth District—James Washington.

Sixth District—F. J. Reeves, J. H. Seay.

Seventh District—D. A. Perrin, J. H. Jackson.

ON BIBLE SOCIETY.

Ninth District—L. G. Duncan.

Tenth District—M. L. Pendergraff.

Eleventh District—S. J. Patterson, B. J. Jones.

Twelfth District^H. A. Pettus. ,

Thirteenth Distric<^J. A. DeWitt Martyn, J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—J. Y. Tantsi.

Fifteenth District^W. R. Ward.

First District—A. Q. Martin.

Second District—Thos. H. Hooper.

Third District—J. M. Henderson.

Fourth District^D. D. Williams.

Fifth District—H. J. Baker, Geo. W. Teeters.

Sixth District—C. Johnson, J. H. Lawson.

Seventh District—E. B. Mack.

Eighth District^W. P. Rodgers.

ON STATISTICS.

Tenth District—S. J. Johnson.

Eleventh District—J. W. Young, C. C. Johnson.

Twelfth District's. P. Perry.

Thirteenth District—J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—A. A. Mareka.

Fifteenth District—J. C. Holland.

First District—J. C. Beckett.

Second District—Wm. H. Thororgood.

Third District—J. 0. Halthcox

Fourth District—Wm. Henry Davis.
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Filth Dislrict—Wm. H. Shelvy, W. Dow.
ISi.xth District^W. B. L. Clarke, P. H. Hurst.

Seveiilh Distiiot—D. A. Perrin.

Eit;litli Distrk't^H. H. Weathers.

JViiitli Disti-icf^W. A. Smith.

ON TEMPERANCE.
Elevciitli District—M. D. Potter.

Twelfth District^N. J. Caesar.

Thirtceiitli Distriet^J. A. DeWitt Martyn, J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—J. M. Lebala.

Fifteenth District—G. Bernell Williams.

First District—D. B. Allen.

Second District—A. D. Avery.

Third District^C. J. Powell.

Fourth District—S. L. Birt.

Fifth District—James Washington.

Sixth District's. W. Wood, Wm. Kiser.
"

Seventh District—D. C. Deas.

llighlh District'G. T. Stinson.

Ninth District—B. J. Roundtree.

Tenth District^W. S. Johnson.

ON ENGKOSSINli RESOLUTIONS AND NEAV LAWS.

First District'D. A. Hart.

Second District—J. E. Mallatte.

Third District^W. H. Truss.

Fourth District—Robert L. Dowry.

Fifth Districl'J. S. Moten.

Sixth District—F. R. Sims, W. C. Kelley.

Seventh District—J. E. Beard, J. C. Watkins.

Eighth District—R. J. Gardner.

Ninth District—W. H. Shackleford.

Tenth District—G. B. Yoimg.

Eleventh District—Wm. Chapman, James Murray.

Twelfth District—R. L. Nelson.

Thirteenth District—J. P. Richards, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth Districts—A. A. Mareka.

Fifteenth District—J. W. Butler.

ON UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.

Second District—Edward W. Smith.

Third District—C. H. Johnson.

Fourth District—Ellsworth Underwood.

Fifth District—J. R. Ransom, J. B. Isaacs.
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Sixth District—W. A. Fountain, A. B. Cooper.

Seventh District—D. H. Sims.

Eif?htli District—A. H. Attaway.

Ninth District—B. F. Allen, H. E. Archer.

Tenth District—J. K. Williams.

Eleventh District—Jno. A. Gregg, L. C. Fisher.

Twelftli District—S. L. Greene, J. A. Johnson.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, J. A. DeWitt Martyn.

Fourteenth District—J. Y. Tantsi.

Fifteenth District—Joseph Gomez.

First District—I. S. Jacobs.

ON THE SOCIAL WELFARE ,0F THE CHURCH.

Third District^—R. K. Moon.

Fourth District—Robert L. Dowry.

Fifth District—Percy Robinson, W. O. Tyler.

Sixth District^J. S. Williams.

Seventh District—J. E. Beard.

Eighth District—G. W. Bryant.

Ninth District—P. W. Walls.

Tenth District—C. L. Morgan.

Eleventh District-I. A. White.

Twelfth District^W. E. Day.

Thirteenth District^—A. L. Brisbane, J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District

—

Fifteenth District^J. W. Butler.

First District—H. P. Anderson.

Second District^—J. D. Cowan.

ON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES.

Fourth District—N. J. McCracken.

Fifth District—J.- C. Caldwell, W. H. Thomas.

Sixth District—P. W. Greatheart, W. G. Alexander.

Seventh District—T. J. Miles.

Eighth District^?kl. C. Wright, J. T. Jordan.

Ninth District^R. E. Brooks.

Tenth District—I. M. Burgati.

Eleventh District—L. C. Fisher, S. H. Savage.

Twelfth District—H. G. Montgomery.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady.

Fourteenth District—J. M. P. Lebala.

Fifteenth District—C. E. Allen.

First Distrfct^R. B. Smith.

Second District—C. M. Tanner.

Third District—W. B. Lee.
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ON MEMOIRS.

Fifth District—J. R. Ransom.

Sixth District—W. J. Joaes, W. A. Collier.

Seventh District—T. F. Harper.

Eiglith District—E. S. H. Oiisely.

Ninth District—J. B. Foxall.

Tenth District—H. A. Carr.

Eleventh District^—Jacob Thompson, S. M. Gibbs.

Twelfth District—E. C. Foreman.

Thirteenth District—H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisbane.

Fourteenth District—A. A. Mareka.

Fifteenth District^J. C. Holland.

First District^Elijah Byrd.

Second Disti-ict—W. Sampson Brooks.

Third Districl^D. P. Roberts.

Fourth District—Geo. W. Robinson.

(GENERAL CONFERENCE C05BIISSI0N.

Bishop J. Albert Johnson.

Bishop W. D. Johnson.

Bishop J. M. Conner.

Rev. E. H. Coit.

Rev. Jno. Harmon.
Rev. E. J. Howard.

Rev. J. I. Lowe.

Rev. C. M. Tanner.

Bro. H. R. Baranco.

Bro. R. R. Williams.

Bro. Jno. J. Richardson.



Official Proceedings

Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session.

FIRST DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 3, 1920.

The General Conference of the A. M. E. Church met in it<

Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session in the Coliseum, Jefferson and

Washington Streets, at 10 a. m., where the following program

was carried out

:

Bishop B. F. L,ee led in reading Scripture sentences.

Bishop Evans Tyree lined hymn No. 295, "And are we yet

alive ?"

Bishop C. S. Smith then offered the following prayer

:

"Infinite and eternal God, forty years ago Thy servants—our fathers

and brethren—assembled in this city for purposes similar to those

that have brought us here. Some of them were the compeers of that

mighty hero, William Paul Quinn, whose zeal to carry- the boon of

religious liberty to his oppressed kinsmen led him to hurl defiance at

the then existiing slave power, and with the Bible, the Divine Magna
Charta of universal liberty and the rights of man, in the one hand

and the banner of African Methodism in the other, crossed the Miss-

issippi River, and in the name of Jehovah Jireh sounded the tocsin

of religious freedom for black people as well as white people, the re-

verberations of which, in course of time, fell in sweet decadence, until

finally they mingled with the sound of the waves which break on the

far-off shores of the Pacific coast, proclaiming the message of the

Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man to the inhabitants at

the Golden Gate.

"Oh, God, we thank Thee that Thy servants—our fathers and breth-

ren—who met here four decades ago were not time-servers, trimmers,

pussyfooters or pacifists; neither were they obsessed with the spirit
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of self-aggrandizement or thirst for place or power, but were bold and

courageous, and outspoken with great fortitude and fidelity championed

the cause of their despised and lowly brethren, stoutly contending

that the only Divine right conferred on man is the right to do right

as it relates to God and man, to all men of every nation, kindred, tribe

and tongue.

"Grant us. Oh, Heavenly Father, the same measure of courage

which they possessed; the same willingness to do and dare and die

for God and man, and the same holy purpose to sacrifice and serve.

"Oh, God, Wo have gathered here in ominous and portentous times.

From the firmament of human hate and passion there have descended

floods of blood and carnage, which have deluged many lands and left

their crimsoned trail among all peoples. Ten millions of the flower

of youth, the ripest fruitage of civilization, made the supreme sac-

rifice during the World War—stung by death and the grave now vic-

torious over their bodies.

"We know not, O God, why Thou didst suffer this to be, nor are we
so much concerned about that as we are that Thou wilt lead us out

of the darkness into the light, out of strife and confusion into peace

and order, out of selfishness and greed into neighborly and frateitial

' feeling, out of racial estrangement and hostility into brotherhood

and community of interests.

"In this larger aspect, O God, we have petitioned Thee. In a more
restricted and specific sense we now entreat Thee to bless Thy Church

universal; to bless in an especial manner, in all its interests and con-

cerns, that branch of Zion with which we are identified. Grant unto

us, its representatives throughout all of our deliberation, that wisdom
which Cometh from above; that charity which suffereth long and is

kind; that vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up. That doth not behave

itself unseemly; that seeketh not its own honour; that is not easily

provoked; that thinketh no evil. That rejoiceth not in iniquity, but

rejoiceth in the truth. That beareth all things, believeth all things,

hopeth all things, endureth all things.

"This is the charity, O God, that Paul declared faileth not. Vouch-

safe it to us in abundant measure.

"Grant unto us strength of body, mind and spirit, making us fully

adequate to the tasks, duties and responsibilities which lie before us

and to which we invite our highest energies and challenges our supreme

devotion.

"We pray for the common good of all mankind. We pray for this

nation, its rulers and all who are in authority over us. Individually

and collectively, we pray that from all impure thoughts, carnal af-

fection and vain desires, good Lord, deliver us. From all unholy

ambition and self-aggrandizement, good Lord, deliver us.
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"From all animosity, spite, hatred and revenge, good Lord, deliver us.

"From all that is calculated to prevent the free and abunda^at flow
of brotherly love, joyous fellowship, inspiring and helpful association,

good Lord, deliver us.

"Thus have we prayed. Hear Thou our prayer, O God, in the name
and for the sake of Thy dear Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,

to Whom be glory, world without end. Amen."
The choir of St. Patil A. M. E.church sang, "Holy, holy, holy."'

The 124th, 125th and 126th Psalms were read responsively,

being led by Bishop h. J. Coppin.

Bishop H. B. Parks led in the Decalogue.

The choir sang, "His eye on the sparrow."

The second Scripture lesson was read by Bishop J. S. Flipper

and consisted of the first twenty-one verses of the second chapter

of the Acts of the Apostles.

The second hymn was lined by Bishop W. H. Heard: No. 293,

"How beauteous are their feet."

Bishop B. F. Lee then presented Bishop J. Albert Johnson to

preach the Quadrennial Sermon.

Bishop Johnson announced as his text, St. John i6th chapter,

I2th and 13th verses. "I have yet many things to say unto you,

but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
*

truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth : for he shall

not speak of himself ; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he

speak and he will shew you things to come."

An extract of the sermon follows

:

The ages of the world are divisible into three dispensations, presided

over by the Father, the Son and the Spirit.

In the dispensation of the Father, God was known as a Creator:

Creation manifested His eternal power and God-head, and the religion

of mankind was the religion of Qature.

In the dispensation of the Son, God manifested Himself to hmnanity

through man; the Eternal Word spoke through the inspired and gifted

of the human race, to those who were uninspired and ungifted. This

was the dispensation of the prophets, its climax was the advent of the

Redeemer: it was completed when perfect humanity manifested God
to man. The characteristic of this dispensation was that God revealed

Himself by an authoritative voice, speaking from without, and the high-

est manifestation of God whereof man was capable, was a divine

humanity.
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The age in which we at present live is the dispensation of the

Spirit, in which God has communicated Himself by the highest revela-

tion, and in the most intimate communion, of which man is capable:

no longer through creation, no more as an authoritative voice from

without, but as a law within; as a spirit mingli'ng with a spirit. This

is the dispensation of which the prophet said of old, that the time should

come when they should no longer teach every man his brother and

every man his neighbor, sayi^ig, "Know the Lord" that is, by a will

revealed by external authority from the human minds: "for they shall

all know Him, from the least of them to the greatest." This is th'i

dispensation, too, of whose close the Apostle Paul speaks thus: "Then
shall the Son also be subject to Him that hath put all things u'nder

Him, that God will be all in all."

The outward humanity is to disappear that the inward union may
be complete. To the same effect, he speaks in another place, "Yea,

though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet He'nceforth know
we Him no more." For this reason the ascension was necessary

before Pentecost could come: the Spirit was not given we are told,

because Jesus was not yet glorified. It was 'necessary for the Son

to disappear as an outward authority in order that He might re-appear

as an inward principle of life. Our salvation is no longer God mani-

fested in a Christ WITHOUT US, but as a Christ WITHIN US, the

hope of glory.

I'n chapters 14, 15, 16 and 17 of the Gospel of St. John, we enter

the inner chamber of the Holy of Holies of the New Testament. Our
Lord is preparing for His departure or physical separation from His

disciples, the cloud of the approaching trouble casts its shadow on

their hearts. To Him all is distinctly clear, they feel impalpably,

or vaguely, the impending tragedy. What they are to witness i'n the

succeeding days of abuse, loneliness, execration, forsaken, contumely,

mockery, torture on the Cross by lingering death, His friends help-

liness—all the hopes they had fostered and built on Him extinguished.

To prepare them and His disciples for all time (Ch. 17:20), for like

experie'nce of world sorrow, (Ch. 16:33), and that He may point out

to them and to the church ii'niversal the source of their hope, their

peace, their comfort, their joy and their life—moral and spiritual—

m

these chapters He speaks to the twelve and through them to His dis-

ciples in all ages, and finally offers for them and for us that prayer

which we may accept as the revelation of His eternal i'ntercession

for His followers.

The discourse is not philosophical nor is it critical, it is purely

sympathetic. It is delivered or addressed to friends, and it is to be

interpreted rather by the sympathies and the spiritual experiences

than by a philosophical analysis.
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It sets forth the source of all COMPORT, STRENGTH, GUIDAJvICK
a-nd SPIRITUAL WELLBEING in the truth of the direct personal

presence of a seemingly absent but really present, a seemingly dead

but really living, a seemingly defeated but really victorious Lord and
Master. This truth appears and re-appears in different forms ia

these chapters like the theme in a sublime symphony. At one time

it is the promise of the Spirit's presence, again of Christ's, then of

the Father's (Ch. 14:16, 18, 21, 23.) Now the disciples are commanded
to turn their thoughts toward this spiritual presence, this Divine Em-
minence, for their own sake, (Ch. 16:7), again the appeal is to the

love they cherish for their Master. (Ch. 14:28.) The conditions of

this personal experience of the invisible presence of their God a^ad

Saviour is assured to be obedience in the daily life to the law of love,

(Ch. 14:21-23; 15:10;) the outcome is declared to be a constant growth

in the knowledge df divine truth, (Ch. 14:26; 16:12-18;) a sitngular

peace and joy. (Ch. 14:27; 15:11;) a supernatural strength in sorrow,

(Ch. 16:20-22). It is not constructed as a sermon, but a sympathetic

conversation in which the overflowing heart seeks to relieve itself in

oft repeated utterance. He views, reviews and re-reviews the topic,

and finally terminates His conference with the disciples in these words

"I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them

now. Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide

you unto all truth; for He shall not speak of Himself: but whatsoever

He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to

come. He shall glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall

show it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: Therefore

I said, that He shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you."

The inspiration of this gracious promise to the disciples of our Lord,

moved Dr. Watts to sing:

"Go preach my gospel," saith the Lord******
'I'll make my great commission kown
And ye shall prove my gospel true,

By all the works that I have done,

And all the wonders ye shall do."

"Ye cannot bear them now." Not having received the Spirit. It's

clarifying influence begets power, and produces the will to do. So

until they have received the illumination; until they should come into

the spii'it of what they had already received; they could not understand

the wrong of Slavery, Polygamy, Divorce, these were "allowed for the

hardness of your hearts," i. e., for the lack of Spiritual capacity.

Our Lord avoids confusion, and stumbling, without the Spirit within

them, they would be obtuse. We all are, "and slow of heart to be-

lieve," weak and halting, we hesitate to hazard our comfort, our ease.
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to undertake unpleasant atad perilous duties involved in spreading the

kingdom. It is not until we abadon ourselves to the Master and His

service, under the guidance of the Spirit, that we can say, as Paul

said to his sentimental friends in Cacsarea: "What mean ye to weap
and to break my heart? For I am ready not to be bound only, but also

to die for the name of the Lord Jesus." (Acts 21:13.) Howbeit when
He the Spirit of Truth is come He will guide you into all truth.

"God's Spirit brings what most men's spirit asks.

The eternal motive to the definite day:

The highest purpose to the smallest tasks.

The stars themselves as lamps to light our way."

— The Independent.

To be led into the truth is more than merely to know it: it is to be

intimately and experimentally obsessed with it—to be piously and

strongly affected with it. Not only to have the notion of it in the mind,

but the relish and savor and power of it in the heart, so it will domi-

nate; understand it so completely that one can both explain and

defend it.

The coming of the Holy Spirit does not always bring peace and jo>.

It sometimes produces sorrow, distress, alarm. "He shall convince

the world of sin." Sin is the source, the root of all the forms of

deterioration and injury that human character suffers. Sins is the

source whence all the ills of human life and human society ai-ise.

We require many terms to describe the manifestations or results of

sin. We say of a man that he is unjust, or that he is cruel, or proud,

or sensual, or coveteous; still these are mere terms to specify this

vital, fundamental evil, the very existence of which as a fimdamental

evil the world seems to have never understood. With the world, the

experience of sin, and the sense of sin are two very distinct things. It

Is just that absence of the sense of sin that showed pathetically in

the life and culture of the Greek people.

Perhaps the greatest peril of modern society is the absence of the

sense of sin.

It is indeed well for the world that an instructor should come who
not only reproves and teaches concerning sins, but carry his instruction

to the vital issue, and deal with sin as sin, and convince man of sin.

What a blessed thing it is for us that conviction of sin opens the way
for forgiveness of sin. Convinced of sin we mourn and loathe our-

selves. We are disturbed and restless, we seek freedom from the guilt

of sin, we seek Jesus, our rconciling Lord; and plead with Wesley:
• "Lord, I believe thy precious blood.

Which, at the mercy-seat of God.

Forever doth for sinners plead.

For me, e'en for my soul, was shed."
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"He shall convince the world of righteousness." Christ brought
righteousness into this world in His own person. He translated the

Divine aad eternal attribute into the lovliest concrete form, "which of

you convinceth Me of sin?" "In Him was no sin." He was altogether

lovely, yet here is the pathos and the shame of it, that this final and
perfect manifestation of righteousness, that righteousness the world
could not endure the presence of, and drove it out of its midst, and so

He sent the Comforter to convi'nce the world of righteousness.

"He shall convince the world of judgment." What singular power
the world has to mold its children, to dicitate to them their manners,

thieir customs, their habits, their seniments. What the power the world

has to give sa'nction, to condemn, to frown, and to render practically

inoperative, the beginnings of protest or revolt against its influence.

To challenge those forces one must have some inner life and in-

spiration, he must have some gift from God who can venture and who
can succeed in raising life a'nd character on any other foundation or

with any other ideals than the world supplies. The world dictates

its course, it sanctions and sustains what evils it will, the licenses of

personal character a'nd conduct, the employment of wealth, the use

of power, but' "the Prince of this world is judged." The life, and

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are the judgment of the world,

the flesh and the devil. "When He comes He shall convince the world

of judgment. He shall make it clear to me'n that good and evil a,ve

not the same, that truth and goodness have authority and power.

HOW THE SPIRIT COMES.

1. It comes to all. Peter himself preached who Pentecost sermon,

was very dull and slow to grasp the meaning of the gift of tongues,

'namely that the great benediction of the Spirit is for all men. ll

needed the sheet let down from heaven, and his experience with thi3

converted Roma'n centurion, Cornelius, to convince him that the Holy

Spirit is no respecter of persons. Prejudice is so obstinate. Some-

times we find it diflBcult to understa'nd how these whom we think to

be beneath us in birth, learning, culture, elegance and natural ability

may have as truly as much of the Spirit of God as we.

Do not seek the Spirit simply that you have power over others, but

only that he may have power over you.

2. Do not expect Him 'till you have surrendered fully to Him all

you have and are.

3. Having done this, just believe His word: Faith first, tli^n feeling

afterward.

Part of the work of the Spirit is open confession of Christ, outward

union with Christ's church. That ye all may be one. "Oae in failh
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and doctrine; One in chanty." May the Spirit so illunmiate our

minds as to lead us into union with all who will unite with us.

"He will show you things to coine." The prophet Joel (2:28-30),

said, explaining the work of the Holy Spirit, "Your sons and your

daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams your

young men shall see visions."

John says, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day," and saw and

heard. (Rev. 1:10).

Men say, "Times have changed." The philophers, speculating on

that attitude, tell us that men's minds have changed. Is it now what

it was when he revealed His atitude through Jesus Christ, toward the

children of men. "Ye must be born again," is the eternal declaration.

"Born of the Spirit.'.' "As many as are led by the Spirit of God,

THEY ore the sons or children of God." Watts truly sang:

"The Spirit, like some heavenly wind,

Breathes on the sons of flesh,

Creates anew the carnal mind
And forms the man afresh."

"He will show you things to come." Rather THE COMING THINGS.
Those things which are connected with the future advent and the

final kingdom of the Messiah. The Holy Spirit is to teach concerning

the things of the futme; inspire our hope and clarify our memory.
This office of the Spirit was not consumated in apostolic times; those

who submit themselves to His guidance and instruction will still press

on. He will not allow us to be satisfied with our advanced knowledge

or great discoveries, but through them will show us "coming things;"

blind see, deaf hear. Mr. Thomas Edison says: Lee Deforest made an

audium so delicate that a fly walking over the transmitter the sound

amplified to a degree to shatter the ear drum. Dumb speak—giving

us an apprehension of truths that we have not yet reached. Expand-

Beckett, assisting.

ing truth, conquering, compelling truth as it is in Jesus, until "the

kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and His

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever."

At the conclusion of the sermon the choir chanted the Lord's

Prayer.

The Lord's Supper was consecrated by Bi.shop Wm. D. Chap-
pelle, Bishops Joshua H. Jones, James M. Conner and W. W.
Beckett, assisting.

The Holy Sacrament was administered; this over, announce-

ments were made, and the Benediction was pronounced by Bishop

L N. Ross.
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FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference re-assembled at 2 :3o p. m., Bishop

B. F. Lee, presiding.

Devotionals were conducted b}^ Rev. E. J. Howard, of the

Texas Conference, who lined hymn No. 226, "O for a heart to

praise my God."

Prayer was offered by Rev. VV. H. Truss, of the Pittsburg

Conference.

Rev. D. P. Roberts, of the Ohio Conference, read the 27th

Psalm for a Scripture lesson.

The second hymn sung was No. 605, "Guide me, O Thou great

Jehovah."

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference moved the

election of Rev. Wm. D. Johnson, of the Southwest Georgia

Conference, as Secretary. \ Rev. M. R. Dixon, of the Mississippi

Conference, offered as an amendment, that he be allowed to

choose his assistants ; the amendment was accepted and the motion

prevailed.

Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference, moved

that the rules of 1912 govern the actions of the General Con-

ference until the Committee on Rules reports. Rev. J. W. Hair,

of the East Mississippi Conference offered an amendment thai

the rules govern where they do not conflict. The amendment

prevailed.

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference, called

attention to Rule 5 ;
Bishop Lee ruled that Rule 5 conflicts.

The following Marshals were nominated by the Bishops

:

Rev. F. J. Reeves, of the Macon Georgia Conference, Chief

Marshal.

First District—Rev. W. S. Drummond.

Second District—Bro. F. G. Russell.

Third District—Bro. E. D. Lee.

Fourth District—Bro. Wm. Stewart.

Fifth District—Bro. Geo. W. Teeters.

Sixth District—Rev. F. J. Reeves, Chief.

Seventh District—Rev. C. W. Dunlap.

Eighth District—Bro. J. C. Collins.
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Ninth District—Rev. A. A. Godwin.

Tenth District—Rev. J. H. Hughes.

Eleventh District—Rev. P. R. Roberts.

Twelfth District—Rev. I. H. Hav^^kins.

Thirteenth District—Bro. Wm. Lewis.

Fourteenth District—Rev. A. A. Mareka.

Fifteenth District—Rev. Wm. Mayliew.

Bro. H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, moved that

the nomination of Marshals be conhrmed. The motion carried.

Rev. Jno. Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference, moved

that Bro. J. H. Murpliy be elected Official Reporter. This

motion was objected to by Rev. J. D. Dennis, of the East Ar-

kansas Conference. Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Con-

ference, placed the name of Rev. J. H. Clayborne, of the Central

Arkansas Conference, in nomination. Upon a rising vote, Bro.

J. H. Murphy received i8 votes and Rev. J. H. Clayborne re-

ceived 566 votes. Rev. J. H. Clayborne was declared elected.

Rev. J. I. Lowe, of the Central Arkansas Conference, moved
that the Committees stand as they are until corrected.

Bishop John Hurst announced the Committees. (See list.)

Bishop W. H. Heard, after Bishop Hurst had read several of

the Committees, moved that the Committees be approved. The

motion prevailed.

Rev. A. L. Gaines, of the Baltimore Conference, asked that a

Committee on Appeals be appointed. Bishop Lee stated that by

common consent the request would be granted.

Bishop J. S. Flipper was then presented to read the Episcopal

Address. He read until he reached page 39, and then Rev. T.

H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, moved that the

reading of the Address be suspended, and be made the special

order after the reading of the minutes Tuesday morning. Th.e

motion carried.

The name of Rev. J. A. Johnson, of the Northeast Oklahomn

Conference, was added to the Committee on Colleges and Uni

versities.

The Benediction was pronounced by Bishop H. B. Parks.



54 Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session

FIRST DAY

—

Evening Session.

The General Conference assembled to witness the welcome

exercises.

Opening remarks by Bisliop Parks.

After music by the Orchestra, Bishop W. H. Heard led in

prayer.

Bishop Parks then stated the object of the meeting.

The choir sang the "Pilgrims' Chorus," (by Tannhaiiser.)

The address of welcome in behalf of the Fifth Episcopal Dis-

trict was delivered by Bro. Willis O. Tyler, of the California

Conference.

Rev. C. A. Williams, pastor of St. Paul A. M. E. church,

spoke words of welcome in behalf of St. Paul church.

The Mayor of the city being absent, was represented by Hon.

Wm. T. Finley, who addressed the Conference.

The choir sang a selection from "Hiawatha."

Bishop J. H. Jones responded, followed by a musical medley

by the orchestra.

Responses were delivered by Revs. W. T. Vernon, of the West

Tennessee Conference and R. C. Ransom, Editor of the A. M. E.

Review. The subject of Dr. Ransom's address was "The Com-
ing Vision."

Announcements were made, and the meeting closed.

SECOND DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 4, 1920.

The General Conference of the A. M. E. Church assembled

in its second day's session at 9 a. m., Bishop B. F. Lee, presiding.

The opening hymn, No. 204, "I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'

was lined by Rev. J. O. Johnson, of the West Tennessee Con-

ference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. L M. Burgan, Dean of the Theo-

logical Department of Paul Quinn College, Waco, Texas.

Rev. E. Wittenberg, of the Louisiana Conference, led in sing-

ing "Thou thinkest Lord of me."
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Rev. J. M. Henderson, of the West Virginia Conference, read

the 32nd Psahu for a Scripture lesson.

Bishop Lee led in singing, "Come tliou Fount' of every bless

ing."

The Conference responded to the Decalogue, which "was read

by Rev. R. D. Brooks, of the Central Alabama Conference.

The minutes of Monday's sessions were called for and read.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, moved the

approval of the minutes.

Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference, gave

notice that he would move to reconsider so much of the minutes

as referred to the adoption of the Rules.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference, gave

notice that he would move to reconsider the actions of the Confei'-

ence pertaining to Rule 3.

Rev. W. A. Lewis, of the West Tennessee Conference, asked

a question relative to the seniority of the Conferences. Rev. R.

H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, made the point that

the question had no connection with the minutes and was sus-

tained.

After corrections were made, the motion to approve the min-

utes prevailed.

The minutes of the evening exercises were read and approved

by motion of Rev. K. C. Holt, of the Western North Carolina

Conference.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference,

moved to reconsider the actions of the General Conference,

as they relate to Rule 3, and that the General Conference meet at

0.30 a. m., and adjourn at 2 130 p. m., and tliat the afternoon be

given to the Committee work. Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the

Macon Georgia Conference, moved that the motion to reconside'*

be tabled. The motion to table carried.

Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference, spoke

relative to the reconsideration of the Rules, but made no motion

Rev. E. J. Lunnon, of the East Arkansas Conference, asked

the secretaries to move backward on the platform so that the vision

of the members of the Twelfth District would not be obstructed.

The request was granted.
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As Bishop Flipper had not arrived, Rev. S. M. Gibbs, of the

Middle South Florida Conference, move that the Bishops desig-

nate one of their number to finish reading the Episcopal Address.

Many objections were offered. There was no action taken on

the motion.

Rev. Wm. D. Johnson, of the Southwest Georgia Conference,

Chief Secretary of the General Conference, announced his corps

of secretaries as follows : Rev. R. S. Jenkins of the North Texas
Conference, First Assistant; Rev. R. B. Smith, of the New Jer-

sey Conference, Second Assistant ; Rev. T. James Williams, of

the South Florida Conference, Third Assistant ; Rev. R. L. Pope,

of the Colorado Conference, Fourth Assistant ; Rev. H. C. Beas-

ley, o£ the West Arkansas Conference, Fifth Assistant. Read-

ing Clerks : Rev. E. H. Coit, of the South Carolina Conference :

Rev. T. J. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Conference; Rev. M.

F. Sydes, of the New England Conference ; Rev. S. P. West, of

the Ohio Conference ; Rev. J. M. Wheeler, of the Pittsburgh

Conference; Prof. G. A. Gregg, of the Kansas Conference. Re-

cording Secretaries : Rev. E. Wittenburg, of the Louisiana Con-

ference ; Rev. R. D. Brooks, of the Central Alabama Conference

;

Prof. J. B. Greene, of the Mississippi Conference; Rev. G. D.

Carnes, of the North Carolina Conference; Rev. W. H. Davis,

of the Kentucky Conference; Rev. W. H. Bowen, of the East

Alabama Conference. - Special Assistants : Rev. W. Boyd Law-

rence, of the North Georgia Conference; Rev. W. A. Smith, of

the Tennessee Conference ; Prof. S. M. Kirk, of the Northwest

Texas Conference; Rev. C. F. Billings, of the East Mississippi

Conference; Rev. H. W. King, of the Kansas Conference; Rev.

C. Nyambolo, of the Cape Colony Conference; Rev. J. H. L.

Rhone, of the Northeast Texas Conference. Stenographer, Rev.

S. E. C. Lord, of Hayti. Utility Clerks: Rev. A. L. Brisbane,

of the Liberia Conference ; Bro. W. W. Allen, of the New Eng-

land Conference.

At this point the chair was yielded to Bishop Evans Tyree, as

the Presiding Officer of the day.

Bishop J. S. Flipper resumed reading the Episcopal Address,

beginning at page 40.
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At the conclusion of the Address, Rev. j. R. Campbell, Presi-

dent of Lampton College, moved that a rising vote of thanks be

tendered Bishop I'lipper for his very able address. An amend-

ment was offered by Rev. J. J. Morant, of the Central Mississ-

ippi Conference, he moving that the Address be referred to the

proper Committee. Rev. J. W. Hair, of the East Mississippi

Conference contended for the vote of thanks. The following

names were added to the list of those who had died since the last

General Conference : James Jones, of Arkansas ; A. B. B. Gibson,

of Georgia ; E. E. Eacy, P. C. Cummings, B. S. Williams, of

Mississippi; G. \V. Ellis, of West Africa; H. H. Pinckney, of

New England; A. E. Price, of North Carolina; A. A. Gilbert,

of Missouri; J. S. Perrin, of South Carolina; C. W. McCowan,
of Texas ; S. A. Hughes, of Arkansas ; E. James Johnson, of

Tennessee; H. T. Kealing, of Western University; D. H. Hall,

of Tennessee and Mrs. J. W. Eykes, of South Carolina.

Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference made

the point that no motion seeking to amend the report could be

entertained, and was sustained.

The motion to give a rising vote of thanks carried, and the

vote was tendered Bishop J. S. Flipper.

Rev. D. P. Roberts, of the Ohio Conference, moved that the

Bishops be requested to submit a supplemental report defining

their attitude towards the Inter-Church World Movement. Rev.

H. Y. Aniett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved to lay

the motion on the table. The motion to table was lost. The

motion of Dr. Roberts was then submitted and carried.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, moved

to purge the floor before the General Officers began reading their

reports. The motion prevailed.

Bishop Tyree ordered the roll called, and Secretary Johnson

proceeded to call the roll.

Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference, moved that in

the future the Marshals guard the doors against all except regu-

larly elected delegates.

Rev. S. M. Gibbs, of the Middle South Florida Conference,

moved adjournment. The motion prevailed.
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Notices were read, after which the Benediction was pro-

nounced by Bishop L,. J. Coppin.

SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference re-assembled at 2:30 p. m., Bishop

Evans Tyree, presiding.

Rev. Walter Mason, of the New York Conference, lined hymn
No. 204, "I heard the voice of Jesus say," after which Rev. J.

C. Watkins, of the Northeast South Carolina Conference, led in

prayer.

By i^ermission of the Chairman, Bishop J. M. Conner sup-

plemented the following names to the following Committees

:

On Periodicals, Rev. J. M. B. Michelle; On Sunday School

Union, Rev. J. W. Schumpert ; On Credentials, Rev. h. S. Over-

all; On Temporal Economy, Rev. J. N. B. Wall; On Book Con-

cern, Rev. W. W. Harris ; On Revision of Discipline, Bro. S. T.

Wiggins.

Bishop J. S. Flipper asked that the name of Rev. W. O. Slade

be added to the Committee on Temporal Economy.

Bishop L. J. Coppin read the report on Organic Union, as

follows

:

ORGANIC UNION.

Articles of Agreement drawn up by the Committee appointed by

the Tri-Council of Bishops at Louisville, Ky., February 16, 1918, touch-

ing the subject of Organic Unicn between the three Denominations

composing the said Tri-Council; namely: The A. M. E.; A. M. E. Zion,

and C. M. E. Churches.

We, your Committee, after solemn prayer for divine guidance, sub-

mit the followitag recommendations as articles of agreement to be

considered as hereinafter provided:

PREAMBLE.

Historically speaking, it is seen that the African Methodist Epis-_

copal, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the Colored Methodist

Episcopal Churches, originated in a similarity of causes, and therefore

resulted i'n a similarity of effect as regards their respective organiza-

tions. Then are th«re any good and sufficient reasons for keeping

separate these three Methodist Churches that have never had any ec-

clesiastical differences among themselves? If it be true that each

and all of us are utilizing every means at our command to consum-
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mate the same great commission to disciple the world, then it naturally

follows that our usefulness in Christian work would be manifold

multiplied by working together as a united force.

Believing as we do that Organic U^nion is practicable, desirable and

feasible, we recommend:

I. That the African Methodist Episcopal Church; the African Meth-

odist Episcopal Zion Church; and the Colored Methodist Episcopal

Church, united organically into one body, under the Denominational

title of: "THE UNITED METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH."
II. That this recommendation for Organic Union be presented for

ratification to the General Conference of the three above named De-

nominations in order of meeting; namely: to the General Conference

of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, which meets in Chicago

in May, 1918; to the African Methodist Episcopal General Conference,

meeting in St. I.iOuis, Mo., May, 1920; and to the African Methodist

Episcopal Zion General Conference, meeting at Knoxville, Tenn., May,

1920.

III. Should these three named Denominations at their Quadrennial

Meetings aforesaid, approve and ratify the recommendations herein

named, we further recommend that said articles so approved be

sent for ratification to the Annual Conferences of the three named
Denominations in the order of their annual meetings next following

ratification by the two General Conferences meeting May, 1920.

IV. That copies of these recommendations be carried by each Pre-

siding Elder and Pastor from the Annual Conference to the district,

or charge to which he may be assigned; namely: local districts,

circuit, station and mission.

That said Pastor, upon taking charge of his station, circuit or

mission, as the case may be, inform the people that upon a certain

day and date, allowing at least thirty days notice, and not later than

ninety days thereafter, they would be called together to vote upon the

Resolution touching Organic Union between the three denominations

aboved named; and at said called meeting, after at least thirty days

notice, had been given, the above Resolution, Number one, be read and

after mature deliberations, voted upon.

V. Should three-fourths of the members of the Annual Conferences

present and voting, and a majority of the members of each local

Church or congregation present and voting, vote for the said Resolu-

tion Number One, on Organic Union, then it shall be declared as

adopted by said Annual Conferences and Local Churches or Con-

gregations.

Correct copies of the minutes bearing upon the subject, kept by the

Annual Conferences and the congregations, giving date of meeting at
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which the vote was taken, the number voting for ea& the number
voting against, shall be presented at the next ensuing General Con-
ferences of the three Denominations aforesaid, meeting respectively

in May, 1922 and May, 1924.

VI. That a true and accurate record of this said meeting of each

congregation shall be made and kept, showing the date and place of meet-

ing, the number voting for and the number voting against the said Reso-

lution on Organic Union, and one copy of the same duly signed by the

Pastor and attested by the Church Clerk or Secretary of said meeting,

shall be forwarded by mail to the Secretaries of the Commission
designated by the General Conferences, above named, and one Copy
duly signed by the Pastor, and attested by the Church Clerk or Sec-

retary of said meeting, shall be deposited with the Pastor, and by him,

presented for record at the next ensuing Annual Conference of which

he is a member.

VII. If it be found that the number of Conferences and Congrega-

tions necessary for ratification have voted for approval and the meas-

ure has thus passed, a General Conference of the three bodies shall

be called to convene at such time and place as shall be determined

by the joint Commission to be named by the General Conferences of

the three Denominations above named.

VIII. That representation In the first General Conference of the

United Church as above named, shall be uniform, as provided and

agreed upon by the three Denominations above named.

IX. The business of said United General Conference to be the same

as any other legislative body, to legislate for the government of the

United Church; provided, however, that nothing fundamental to Meth-

odism, in the way of doctrinal tenets and constitution shall be changed.

X. That we agree to share alike the benefits and liabilities of each

Connection that is a party to this Union; and that the titles of all

properties now held in the name of each separate organization, bo

transferred to the United Methodist Episcopal Church; and as far as

possible, all deeds and legacies be taken over by the United Methodist

Episcopal Church, either by the decision of the Courts and special

enactments when necessary, or by such officers and authorities as

may have legal right so to do. The details of such transactions to be

worked out by the General Conferences of the three Denominations

above named.

XI. That the Bishops in office at the time of approval of these

articles in the three above named churches shall continue in the same
in accordance with the laws and regulations covering the official

tenure of Bishops in their respective Churches.
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PRESENT FEDERATION.
XII. Be it recommended to our several denominations that during the

period of these organic negotiations, that the spirit and plan of federation

as outlined in the Bishops' Louisville Address, or any plan which

m^y suggest itself to the parties concerned in this union, be en-

couraged, and in all cases that the closest bonds of association aad

fellowship be maintained between our memberships, an exchange of

pulpits where possible, among our ministers; a'ad upon request of

any of the Bishops of these three Churches, there be an exchange of

ministers to serve as Pastors, and that the said Pastors, when so ex-

changed shall have the same standing in the Church to which he sent

as was held in the Church from which he was sent.

That we encourage the exchange of fraternal messengers to Annual

a^id District Conferences, Sunday School Conventions and Women's
Missionary meetings, particularly in states where the three or even

two denominations operate.

That our Bishops invite Bishops of either denomination to sit and

counsel with them at annual conferences; to the end that we may be-

come acquainted with the spirit and policies of our Churches and that

a feeling of oneness of purpose and accomplishment might the easier

and more rapidly grow.

Respectfully submitted,

/ L. J. COPPIN,

BISHOPS
I

W. W. BECKETT,

(
H. B. PARKS.

/ J. W. WALKER,
ELDERS JOHN HARMON,

(
W. S. CARPENTER.

/ J. R. HAWKINS,

LAYMEN
I

F. P. SYKES,

/ GREEN JACKSON.
Commissioners for the A. M. E. Church.

G. W. CLINTON,
J. S. CALDWELL,
G. C. CLEMENTS.

B. D. W. JONES,

J. M. MARTIN,
W. W. SLADE.

S. G. ATKINS,
W. J. TRENT,
OSCAR W. ADAMS.

Commissioners of the A. M. E. Zion Church.

BISHOPS \

(

ELDERS (

LAYMEN
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/ R. S. WILLIAMS,

BISHOPS R. A. CARTER,

(
J. W. CLEAVES.

iJ.
W. GILBERT,

R. S. STOUT,

J. A. BRAY.

I

J. F. LANE,

J. A. LESTER,

W. A. BELL.

Commissioners for the C. M. E. Church.

Rev. T. J. Askew, of the Michigan Conference moved its

adoption. Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference,

offered an amendment, moving that the report be passed to the

regular Committee. Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama

Conference, objected to its passage, and offered the following

substitute for the whole : That the document be passed on by

the General Conference, as a Committee of the whole, on Thurs-

day at 2 p. m. This motion prevailed.

The order of the day was called. Rev. S. H. Savage, of the

South Florida Conference, arose to a privilege question, pertain-

ing to Rule 31, and offered the following Resolution:

"Whereas, The acoustics of this Coliseum are so very bad that it

is impossible for all the delegates to hear an announcement at the

same time, and so to enter properly iato the deliberations of the body:

therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Chief Secretary will announce all motions, reso-

lutions and orders through a megaphone to the various angles of the

buildi'ng."

By motion of Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference,

the resolution was adopted.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference, moved

that 1000 copies of the Report on Organic Union be printed for

distribution. The motion prevailed.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference

moved that the General Officers be ordered to read only the in-

troduction, totals and recommendations in submitting their re-

ports. Carried.
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Bisllop C. S. v^niilh asked that the name of Rev. S. E. C.

Chase, of Deniarara, be i)laced on the roll in the place of Rev.

P. Alpheus Lnckie, deceased. The request was granted.

Rev. R. R. Wright, jr., Editor of the Christian Recorder and

General Business "Manager, read his report. By motion of Rev.

k. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, it was referred

to the proper Committee.

Committee on Organic Union was announced as follows: ist

District, Rev. D. J. Brown; 2nd District, Rev. A. J. Wilson; 3rd

District, Rev. Chas. Bundy
;
4th District, Rev. R. E. Wilson

;
5th

District, Rev. v^. L. Brooks; 6th District, Rev. R. V. Branch; 7th

District, Rev. J. E. Beard; 8th District, Prof. J. B. Greene; 9th

District, Rev. E. L. Martin; loth District, Rev. G. B. Young;

nth District, Rev. R. A. Grant; 12th District, Rev. E. S. Overall

;

13th District, Rev. A. L. Brisbane; 14th District, Rev. F. M.
Gow; 15th District, Rev. J. W. Saunders.

The name of Rev. M. A. Hollis was added to the Committee

on Sunday School Union.

Rev. J. W. Rankin, Secretary of Missions, read his report,

and by motion of Rev. O. L. Moody, of the East Arkansas Con-

ference, the same was referred to the proper Committee.

Prof. J. R. Hawkins, Financial Secretary, began reading his

report, while reading, the Episcopal Committee came in, and the

reading was suspended while the Episcopal Committee reported

its organization as follows : Rev. A. J. Wilson, of tire North Car-

olina Conference, Chairman ; Rev. J. I. Lowe, of the Central

Arkansas Conference, Vice Chairman ; Rev. S. J. Johnson, of

the Southwest Texas Conference, Secretary; Rev. G. W. Wil-

liams, of the Augusta Georgia Conference, Assistant Secretary.

Marshals : Rev. Wm. Barnes, of the Northeast Mississippi Con-

ference; Rev. J. M. Wise, of the West Florida Conference;

Rev. Geo. F. Martin, of the Puget Sound Conference and Rev. I.

G. Glass, of the South Georgia Conference.

Prof. Hawkins concluded the reading of his report, and in

addition moved the following : "Inasmuch as the amount given

the Delegates for Sustentation is entirely inadequate for their

support, resolved, that each Delegate be given $5 more." Rev.
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S. M. Gibbs, of the Middle South Florida Conference, moved the

adoption of the resolution, and that the report be referred to

the Committee on Report of the Financial Secretary. The mo-

tion carried.

Rev. W. O. Slade, of the North Georgia Conference, moved

adjournment. The motion prevailed, and the Conference ad-

journed, the Benediction being pronounced by Rev. W. B. Wil-

liams, of the Philadelphia Conference.

SECOND DAY—Evening Session.

MISSIONARY MEETING.

The evening session of the General Conference took the form

of a Missionary Meeting, presided over by Bishop J. Albert John-

son.

Rev. Wm. Mayhew, of Port of Spain, Trinidad, announced

hymn No. 432, "From Greenland's icy mountains."

Rev. A. L. Brisbane, of West Africa, led in prayer, after the

choir rendered a selection.

Bishop L N. Ross was then introduced and addressed the audi-

ence on the subject: "Missionary Activities in West Africa."

The choir then rendered another selection.

Rev. J. P. Richards, of Sierra Leone, was introduced. He
also addressed the congregation.

Bishop Johnson then announced the names of all the mission-

aries on the platform, working in South and West Africa and the

West India Islands and South America, and introduced them as

follows: Revs. S. J. Flabote, J. P. M. Lebala, F. M. Gow, C.

Nyombolo, A. A. Mareka, J. Y. Tantsi, of South Africa; J. P.

Richards, A. L. Brisbane, of West Africa; J. P. James, Wm.
Mayhew, S. E. C. Lord, Alphonso Dumar, S. E. C. Chase, of

the West Indies and D. P. Talbot, of South America.

Bishop W. W. Beckett was next called to address the meeting.

He thanked Dr. Rankin, the Secretary of Missions, for all tho

sympathy and encouragement given him. He also thanked the

ladies of the Woman's Mite Society for the assistance they had

given to the work in South Africa; after which he gave a re-

sume of the work in that field. Bishop Beckett then introduced
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Rev. F. M. Gow, who had labored in that field for over thirty-

five years.

Rev. F. M. Gow gave the history of the growth of the A. M. E.

Church in South Africa, and of his dealings with the Cape

Colony Government at first, and the Union Government subse-

quently.

Rev. J. W. Rankin was the next speaker to be called "upon. He
thanked the Chairman for the honor of being called upon to speak,

but as it began to rain, and the people were becoming restless,

he declined to speak further.

After the choir had rendered another selection, the Benediction

was pronounced by Rev. J. Y. Tantsi, of South Africa.

THIRD DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 5, 1920.

The General Conference assembled at 9 :30 a. m., Bishop Evans

Tyree, presiding.

Hymn No. 123, "How sweet the name of Jesus sounds," was

lined by Rev. H. P. Anderson, of the New Jersey Conference.

Prayer was offei^ed by Rev. W. S. Drummond, of the Phila-

delaphia Conference.

Rev. E. Wittenberg, of the Louisiana Conference, led in sing-

ing, "Guide me, Oh Thou great Jehovah."

Rev. L S. Jacobs, of the New England Conference, read the

13th chapter of First Corinthians for a Scripture lesson.

The recital of the Decalogue was led by Rev. R. J. Williams,

of the Philadelphia Conference.

Rev. M. R. Dixon, of the Mississippi Conference, led in sing-

ing, "I will guide thee with mine eye."

The devotional exercises ended, Bishop J. S. Flipper called

attention to the impropriety of reading two and three of the

shorter Commandments in the recital of the Decalogue before the

response is made, stating that it was wrong to do so and asking

that the practice be discontinued.

Rev. M. R. Dixon called attention to the attitude of standing

in the time of prayer stating that as Methodists we should kneel.
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' Bishop C. S. Smith repHed, saying, that we are assembled

here in a large Iiall where it is not convenient to kneel.

The minutes of Tuesday's morning session were read. Brothei

E. A. Bolton, of the Northeast Mississippi Conference, moved
the adoption of the minutes. Rev. W. A. Lewis, of the West

Tennessee Conference, arrested the motion and asked why the

Conferences are not arranged according to seniority. Rev. R. H.
Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, made the point that the

question had nothing to do with the minutes and was sustained.

Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle, referring to the vote of thanks ex-

tended to Bishop J. S. Flipper for the delivery of the Episcopal

Address, stated that the Address was from all the Bishops, and

that the vote of thanks should be extended to all of the Bishops.

The motion to adopt the minutes prevailed.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Rev. H. Y.

Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved the approval of

the minutes. After a few corrections, the motion prevailed.

The minutes of the evening session were read and approved

on motion of Rev. J. C. Beckett, of the Philadelphia Conference.

At this point the chair was yielded to Bishop C. S. Smith, as

the presiding officer of the day.

Upon assuming the chair. Bishop Smith spoke of the differ-

ences, apparent, of this session of the General Conference from

that which convened in this city forty years ago.

The name of Rev. S. E. Churchstone Lord was added to the

Committee on the Reception of Fraternal Delegates.

The name of Rev. J. W. Washington was placed on the Com-

mittee on Temporal Economy.
The order of the day was called and Prof. A. S. Jackson, Sec-

retary of Education, read his report. By ruling of Bishop Smith

the report was referred to the Committee on Universities and

Colleges.

Dr. R. C. Ransom, Editor of the A. M. B. Review, read his

report, which was referred to the Committee on Connectional

Periodicals.

The Secretary of the Church Extension Department, Dr. B.

F. Watson, read his report. After reading, Dr. Watson stated
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that four brethren connected with tlie Department had passed

into the beyond during the quadrennium, and led in singing,

"Home at hist." The report was referred to the Committee on

Church Extension.

Dr. G. W. Allen, Editor and Manager of the Southern Chris-

tian Recorder, read his report, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Connectional Periodicals.

Brother H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, obtain-

ing the floor, stated that the time was about to expire, and moved
that the time be extended until all reports are in. The motion

prevailed.

Rev. J. C. Caldwell, Secretary of the Allen Christian Endeavor

League, submitted his report, which was referred to the proper

Committee.

The request was made to the effect that the Committee on Re-

vision be allowed to sit at will. The request was granted.

Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference, moved that the

General Conference convene at 9 130 a. m., each day. The motion

carried.

Rev. John Harmon, of tiie Augusta Georgia Conference moved
that a praise service be conducted each morning from 8 to <).

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference, moved

as an amendment, that the praise service be conducted from 8 :30

to 9 :3o. The amendment prevailed.

Announcements were made. The Doxology was sung and the

Benediction was pronounced by Bishop J. S. Flipper.

THIRD DAY

—

Afternoon Session.

The General Conference re-convened at 2 130 p. m.. Bishop C.

S. Smith, presiding.

Dr. B. F. Watson, Secretary of the Church Extension Depart-

ment, led in singing, "Am I a soldier of the cross ?"

Prayer was offered by Rev. Joseph Gomez, of the Ontario Con-

ference.

Brother Edward Reid played the piano, and the Conference

joined in singing, "Since Jesus came into my heart."
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Bishop C. S. Smith asked, Why is it that the Wind cannot see?

and proceeded to give a lecture on the nerves controlhng sight

and feeUng.

Bishop L. J. Coppin led in singing, "The Church is moving

on."

Bishop W. H. Heard reqtiested that the name of Brother J.

C. Collins be added to the Committee on the Book Concern.

The request was granted.

Bishop Smith announced that the presenting of bills and reso-

lutions was in order. The roll of conferences was called for

bills. After calling several conferences and finding them not

ready, the roll was discontinued, and the brethren allowed to

offer bills and resolutions at will.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference, of-

fered a Resolution, the purpose of which was to institute a Five

Million Dollar Drive. He moved that the Resolution be re-

ferred to a special Committee. The motion passed.

The following bills were presented and referred to the Com-

mittee on Revision.

No. I. By Rev. J- A. Hadley, of the Atlanta Georgia Con-

ference. To Establish a Connectional Home Missionary De-

partment.

No. 2 By Rev. Timothy Reeves, of the Chicago Conference.

To increase the number of Stewardesses to eighteen, and to re-

quire the Deaconesses to pursue a course of study.

No. 3. By Rev. M. C. Wright, Dean of the Theological De-

partment of Campbell College. To Establish Community Centers

of the A. M. E. Church in each State.

No. 4 By Brother R. L. Starkey, of the Central Alabama

Conference. To Increase Lay Representation in the General

Conference.

No. 5 By Rev. S. H. Betts, of the West Florida Conference.

Concerning kneeling to pray.

No. 6. By Rev. O. W. Childers, of the North Ohio Confer-

ence. Affecting members who neglect Class Meetings.

No. 7. By Rev. Chas. Bundy, of the North Ohio Conference.

Concerning the election of Stewards.

No. 8. By Rev. O. W. Childers, of the North Ohio Confer-

ence. On receiving members into the church.

No. 9. By Rev. Chas. Bundy, of the North Ohio Conference.

On Matrimonial regulations.
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No. lo By Rev. L. y\. Tovvnsley, of the Atlanta Georgia Con-
ference. On Retirement of Bishops.

No. II. By Rev. C. J. Powell, of the Pittsburgh Conference.
To Regulate the Employment of Evangelists.

No. 12. By Rev. W. T. Pope, of the Central Arkansas Con-
ference. To create a Department of Social Welfare in the A. M.
E. Church.

No. 13. By Rev. C. J. Powell, of the Pittsburgh Conference.
Concerning the Use of Unfermented Wine in Communion.

No. 14. By Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia
Conference. To Legalize the Bishops' Council.

No. 15. By Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Con-
ference. Appealing for aid for Pride Chapel A. M. E. church,

at Clarksburg, W. Va. Referred to the Committee on Church
Extension.

No. 16. By Rev. W. T. Pope, of the Central Arkansas Con-
ference. Concerning the Dollar Money. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Temporal Economy.

No. 17. By Brother S. T. Wiggins, of the Northeast Okla-
homa Conference. On Connectional Schools. Referred to the

Committee on Universities and Colleges.

No. 18. By Rev. Chas. Bundy, of the North Ohio Conference.
To Provide for the Election of the Sunday School Union Board.
Referred to the Committee on Sunday School Union.

No. 19. By Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Con-
ference. To Create a New Episcopal District. Referred to the

Episcopal Committee.

The following Resolutions were offered : Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of

the Philadelphia Conference. To provide badges for the Lay
Delegates. Referred to the General Conference Commission.

By Rev. H. S. Sims, of the Southwest Texas Conference. To
Re-organize the Business Departments of the Church. Referred

to the Committee on Revision.

By Rev. J. H. Clayborne, of the Central Arkansas Conference.

To Create another Episcopal District. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Episcopacy.

By Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference. To
Raise or Increase the Salaries of the Bishops and General Officers.

Referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy.
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By Rev. John Harmon, of Augusta Georgia Conference. To
Examine the Charters of all the Departments. Referred to a

special Committee to be named.

Bishop H. B. Parks announced the evening entertainment and

invited all of the delegates to attend, stating that they would be

admitted on their badges.

Bishop Smith announced a prayer meeting for 8 :30 a.m.,

Thursday, conducted by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon

Georgia Conference.

The Benediction was pronounced by Bishop J. Albert Johnson.

FOURTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 6, 1920.

The fourth day's session of the 26th Quadrennial General

Conference, of the A. M. E. Church, opened at 9 130 a. m., Bishop

Charles Spencer Smith, presiding.

Scripture sentences were read by Rev. Alphonso Dumar, of the

British West Indies.

The opening hymn. No. i, "O for a thousand tongues to sing,"

was lined by Rev. D. P. Talbot, of British Guiana, South America.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. W. Sanders, of the Michigan

Conference.

Rev. J. M. Brown, of the North Louisiana Conference, led

in singing, "There is a fountain filled with blood," after which

the 46th Psalm was read for a Scripture lesson by Rev. W. H.

Jones, of the Ontario Conference.

The second hymn No. 284, "I love Thy kingdom Lord," was

lined by Rev. S. E. Churchstone Lord, of Port-au-Prince, Hayti.

The minutes of the previous day's sessions were read. Rev.

K. C. Holt, of the Western North Carolina Conference, moved

the adoption of the minutes of the morning session. After a few

minor corrections, the motion prevailed.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Rev. D. H.

Butler, of the East Tennessee Conference, moved the adoption

of the minutes. Several inquiries were made concerning bills
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which had been offered in the afternoon session, being informed

that proper mention would be made of all bills, the motion to

adopt prevailed.

At this point Bishop L,. J. Coppin, of the Fourth Episcopal

District was presented as the presiding officer of the day.

Bishop Coppin stated that the order of this General Conference

is superior to that of any which he had attended.

Rev. 1\. H. Bumry, of the Pittsburgh Conference, presented

Bill No. 21. To plan methods of procedure for a Connectional

Drive.

Dr. W. I. Haven and Rev. J. P. Wragg, of the American

Bible Society were introduced to the General Conference.

Bishop Flipper raised the point of order according to Rule 4,

governing the procedure of the business of tlie General Confer-

ence, that the receiving of bills at this time is a violation of said

Rule. The point was sustained.

The name of Rev. Timothy Reeves, of the Chicago Conference

was added to the Committee on Missionary Department.
Rev. Alphonso Dumar was added to the Committee on Churci

Extension in the place of Rev. J. W. Sanders, and on the Com-
mittee on Theological Seminaries in the place of Rev. C. E.

Allen.

The Committee on Credentials made a partial report. Rev. J.

B. Carter, of the North Alabama Conference, moved its adoption.

The motion prevailed. The Committee asked for more time in

which to consider matters where seats were being contested.

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference, made
the point that that was a matter whicli belonged entirely to the

Committee and not to the General Conference. The point was
sustained.

Bi-other E. F. Finnic, of the Illinois Conference, offered Bill

No. 22, the title of which was To make Trustees Members of the

Quarterly Conference.

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved that

the Presidents and Deans submit their reports by titles. The
motion carried.

Bishop W. D. Chappelle, of the Seventh Episcopal District,
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moved the suspension of the Rules to hear the Fraternal Messen-
ger, of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; in the meantime, Presi-

dent J. R. Campbell, of L,ampton College, and Dean Geo. F. Wood-
son, of Payne Theological Seminary, submitted their reports by
titles.

At this time Bishop L. J. Coppin presented Rev. Roy P. Easier,

Presiding Elder, and Rev. Clarence Burton, Pastor of the M. E.

Church, South, of the city, who brought greetings to the General

Conference from their Church.

Dr. J. M. Henderson, of the West Virginia Conference, re-

sponded.

Dr. J. M. Robinson, of Chicago, 111., Fraternal Delegate from

the Methodist Episcopal Church, was introduced to deliver his

message, which he did.

The Address ended, by request of the Committee on the Re-

ception of Fraternal Delegates, Dr. B. P\ Watson led in singing

"Blest be the tie that binds."

Dr. Watson also sang "The Marseillaise."

Rev. A. J. Carey,' of the Chicago Conference , was called upon

to respond to the Fraternal Address, which he did to the satis-

faction of the General Conference.

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference,

moved that the time be extended to hear Dr. W. I. Haven, of the

American Bible Society. The motion prevailed, and Dr. Haven

addressed the General Conference.

After notices were read, Conference adjourned, the Benediction

was pronounced by Bishop Joshua H. Jones.

FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference was called to order at 2 p. m., by

Bishop E. J. Coppin, the Presiding Officer of the day.

Hymn No. 227, "O for a faith that will not shrink," was lined

by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference, after

which prayer was offered by Rev. F. M. Gow, of Cape Town,

South Africa.

Rev. E. D. Williams, of the Louisiana Conference led in sing-

ing, "In Thy cleft, O Rock of Ages."

Bishop Coppin announced that the special order of the day
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was the consideration of the rci)ort of the Committee on Or-

ganic Union.

The report was called for and read by Dr. F. P. Lyte, of

Arkansas. Rev. J. W. Walker, of the Western North Carolina

Conference, moved that the Articles on Organic Union drawn

up by the Tri-Council at Birmingham, be submitted tJ the people

for approval ; Rev. T. J. Askew, of the Michigan Conference,

moved as an amendment that the General Conference approve the

Articles on Organic Union, and submit them to the Annual Con-

ferences and Churches. Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon
Georgia Conference, moved that the amendment be tabled. The

motion to table was lost. Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North

Alabama Conference, obtaining the floor, spoke in favor of the

Union. Bishop J. S. Flipper moved that the report be recom-

mitted, the motion was ruled out of order. A re-reading of the

Articles was called for and the same was read again. Rev. W.
H. H. Butler, of the Pittsburgh Conference spoke in favor of

Organic Union. Rev. T. J. Askew, of the Michigan Conference,

moved that the previous question be put, the motion prevailed

and the question was submitted, resulting in a unanimous vote

in favor of adoption.

The General Conference joined in singing "The Church is mov-
ing on," tlie same being led by Bishop Coppin.

Dr. J. M. Robinson, Fraternal Messenger from the Methodist

Episcopal Church, was accorded the floor, and he spoke, approv-

ing the General Conference for the action just taken for Organic

Union.

Rev. S. H. Savage, of the South Florida Conference, rising to

a question of privilege, which he rested on Rule 31, stated that

the General Conference had taken action in voting the rights

of the people in adopting the resolution of Prof. J. R. Hawkins,

Financial Secretary, to pay each delegate an additional Five Dol-

lars for sustentation. Bishop Coppin ruled that the matter was
out of order.

Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, obtaining

the floor, in behalf of the Deans and Members of the Faculty

of Wilberforce University, presented Bishop J. H. Jones with

a golden triangle, in recognition of his work in making the
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Victory Rally so successful that all indebtedness of the Univer-

sity was paid off.

Prof. A. S. Jackson, Secretary of Education, presented Bishop

Jones with a gold medal in behalf of the membership of the

Tenth Episcopal District, as a token of appreciation for the work

done for Paul Ouinn College.

Prof. Ira T. Biyant, Secretary of the Sunday School Union,

read his report. Dr. G. W. Allen, Editor of the Southern Chris-

tian Recorder, made objection to the recommendation made by

Secretary Bryant, affecting the Southern Christian Recorder.

The report was referred to the Committee on Church Periodicals.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, moved

that the Conference adjourn, and the motion prevailed.

Announcements were made. The Doxology was sung, and the

Benediction was pronounced by Bishop Wm H. Heard.

FOURTH DAY—Evening Session.

The General Conference assembled in Educational Mass Meet-

ing at 8 p. m., with Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle, President of the

Educational Board, presiding.

Hymn No. 15, "Come Thou Almighty King," was lined by

Dean Geo. F. Woodson, of Payne Theological Seminary.

Prayer was ofifered by Rev. I. H. Alston, Dean of the Theolog-

ical Department of Allen University.

Brother H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, led in

singing, "There's not a friend like the lowly Jesus."

Dean P. W. Greatheart, of Turner Theological Seminary,

read the 12th chapter of Romans for a Scripture lesson.

The choir of St. Paul church sang a selection.

Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle presented Prof. A. S. Jackson, Sec-

retary of Education, as the first speaker. The next speaker in-

troduced was Rev. R. W. Mance, President of Allen University:

who used as a subject : "Church Schools and their Problems."

Following the address Mrs. Olivet Smith, of St. Paul church,

sang a solo : "Love in spring-time." She was encored and sang

"Suwanee River."

An address, subject : "Efficient Christian Leadership," wa?
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delivered by Dr. VVm. A. l-'ountain, President of Morris Brown
University.

Rev. C. A. Williams, pastor of St. Paul church, v^as granted

permission to call for Rev. J. O. Morley, who had been held up

and i^obbed, and slated that his assailants had been captured.

Rev. J. R. Campbell, President of L,ampton College, spoke on

"Christian Education the Bulwark of our Safety."

President John A. Greigg, of Edward Waters College, spoke

on "Race Consciousness."

President W. S. Scarborough, of Wilberforce University, read

a resolution from the Presidents and Deans, which was adopted

by motion of Rev. J. H. Clayborne, of the Central Arkansas

Conference.

Announcements were made ; the Doxology was sung, and the

Benediction was pronounced by Dr. I. M. Burgan, Dean of the

Theological Department of Paul Quinn ColLege.

FIFTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 7, 1920.

The fifth day, morning session of the General Conference,

was opened at 9 a. m., with Bishop E. J. Coppin, of the Fourth

Episcopal District, presiding.

Hymn No. 277, "Jesus, the name high over all," was lined by

Rev. J. W. Hall, of the West Kentucky Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. W. Frazier, of the Kentucky

Conference.

The Scripture lesson consisting of the 63rd Psalm was read by

Rev. T. E. Scott, of the Chicago Conference.

Rev. J. W. Hall led in singing, "Blessed assurance."

The Decalogue exercises were led by Rev. J. W. Frazier.

Rev. J. W. Hall led in singing, "When the saints go marching

home."

Rev. G. T. Stinson, of the North Eouisiana Conference, led

in singing, "Is not this the land of Beulah?"

The minutes of the previous day's morning session were read.

Rev. E. D. Williams, of the Louisiana Conference, moved adop-

tion. Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference,
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slated that the minutes failed to state that the Committee on

Fraternal Delegates made a report and presented the Fraternal

Delegate of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The correction

was made, and the motion to adopt the minutes of the morning

session prevailed.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Rev. J. R.

Harvey, of the West Kentucky Conference, moved adoption.

Rev. P. W. Rodgei"s, of the Louisiana Conference, reminded the

General Conference that on the previous day he had asked by

motion that a thousand copies of the Articles on Organic Union

be printed, and that said motion was adopted, but was not men-

tioned in the minutes. The correction was made, and the motion

to adopt the minutes carried.

The minutes of the evening session were read, and on motion

of Rev. C. G. Hatcher, of the South Alabama Conference, the

same were adopted.

At this time Bishop L,. J. Coppin presented Bishop H. B. Parks,

of the Fifth Episcopal District, as Presiding Officer of the day.

Bishop Parks thanked the Conference for the good order and

rapid progress made thus far, and asked that the same be con-

tinued.

Rev. R. H. Bumry, of the Pittsburgh Conference, presented

a resolution on "Equal Rights for Women in the Church." The

resolution was referred to the Committee on Revision.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference, an-

nounced that the funeral of the late Rev. W. C. Shelton would

be held at St. Paul A. M..E. church, at 12 m.. May 8th.

The following reports of Colleges were submitted by titles and

referred to the Committee on Universities and Colleges : Presi-

dent Wm. A. Fountain, Morris Brown University ; President R.

W. Mance, Allen University; Acting President T. M. Greene,

Flipper-Key-Davis University; President J. K. WiUiams, Paul

Quinn College; President S. h- Greene, Shorter College; Presi-

dent John A. Gregg, Edward Waters College.

The Committee on Fraternal Delegates was asked to report.

The Chairman of the Committee answered that the Committee

had no report to make.
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Rev. J. M. Henderson, of the West Virginia Conference, pre-

sented a resolution, authorizing and directing the Manager of

the Book Concern to secure a sufficient number of Disciphnes of

the A. M. E. Zion and C. M. E. Churches to supply each member

of this General Conference with a copy. Rev. C. A. Wingfield,

of the Macon Georgia Conference, moved the adoption of the

resolution. The motion prevailed.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers of the Louisiana Conference, offered a

resoultion on the Time Limit, which was referred to the Com-

mittee on Revision.

The following Bills were offered and referred to the Com-

mittee on Revision:

No. 23. On the Pension Bureau.

No. 24. On Missionary Fund, by Rev. W. T. Pope, of the Central

Arkansas Conference.

No. 25. Oa revision of the Conference Course of Studies, by Rev.

S. P. Hood, of the New Jersey Conference.

No. 26. To change the Fourth Year's Class in the Conferences, to

a Board of Examiners, by Rev. S. P. Hood, of the New Jersey Con-

ference.

No. 27. On larger Lay Representatio^n in the General Conference,

by Brother M. J. Keys, of the Baltimore Conference.

No. 28. On Election of Trustees In the Church, by Rev. H. M. Pil-

low, of the North Mississippi Conference.

No. 29. To abolish the Time Limit, by Rev. C. J. Powell, of the

Pittsburgh Conference.

No. 30. Specifying what shall be done with all Sunday School

Missionary Money, by Rev. W. H. Truss, of the Pittsburgh Conference.

No. 31. To open Diplomatic Relations with Abyssinia, by Rev.

Timothy Reeves, of the Chicago Conference.

No. 32. To Regulate Presiding Elders, by Rev. A. M. Ward, of the

Colorado Confere^ice.

No. 33. To increase Pastors' salaries, by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of

the Macon Georgia Conference.

No. 34. To make South America an Episcopal District, by Rev. B. J.

Ross, of the Georgia Confere^ice. Referred to the Episcopal Com-
mittee.

No. 35. Better pay for Superannuates, by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the

Macon Georgia Conference.

No. 36 To legalize Parsonage Aid, Pulpit Aid and Ushers Associa-

tions, by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference..

No. 37. To amend the Educational laws, by Rev. John Harmon, of

the Augusta Georgia Conference.
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No. 38. On re-distiictiag the Church, by Rev. John Harmon, of the

Augusta Georgia Conference. Referred to the Episcopal Committee.

No. 39. To retain Bishops in the active service until they reach

the age of eighty-five, by Rev. W. J. Williams, of the Atlanta Georgia

Conference.

No. 40. To re-district the Church, by Rev. J. A. Lindsay, of the

Atlanta Georgia Conference. Referred to the Episcopal Committee.

No. 41. On Rules for trying Trustees, by S. P. Washington, of the

Mississippi Conference.

No. 42. Relating to Electoral Colleges, by Rev. J. B. Greene, of the

Mississippi Conference.

No,. 43. On better pay for Superannuates, by Rev. P. W. Rodgers,

of the Louisiana Conference.

No. 44. On help for the Church at Bogalusa, La., by Rev. P. W.
Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference.

No. 45. To increase Pastors' salaries, by Rev. S. P. Perry, of the West
Arkansas Conference.

No. 46. To increase the salaries of the Bishops, by Rev. G. T. Stin-

son, of the North Louisiana Conference.

No. 47. To pay Missionaries quarterly, by Rev. J. H. Lynn, of the

Northeast Texas Conference.

No. 48. On transfer of Ministers, by Rev. J. A. Hadley, of the

Atlanta Georgia Conference.

No. 49. Concerning Lay representation in the Annual Conferences,

by Rev. S. H. Betts, of the West Florida Conference.

No. 50. Affecting Disciplinary Questions, by Rev. O. L. Moody, of

the East Arkansas Conference.

No. 51. To amend the Disciplinary Questions, by Rev. W. D. Certain,

of the Middle South Florida Conference.

No. 52. On Conference Pensioners, by Rev. H. S. Simms, of the

Southwest Texas Conference.

No. 53. To regulate the distribution of General Officers' Report.^,

by Brother E. A. Bolton, of the Northeast Mississippi Conference.

No. 54. On funerals of Ministers, by Rev. M. A. Hollins, of the

South Carolina Conference.

No. 55. To combine the offices of Financial Secretary, Secretary

of Missions and Secretary of Church Extension.

No. 56. Concerning South Africa, by the delegation of the 14th

Episcopal District.

No. 57. To continue all bishops in active service until death, by

Rev. A. Cooper, of the South Georgia Conference.

No. 58. To require members of the Church to pay Pastoral dues,

by Brother J. C. Collins, of the North Mississippi Conference.

No. 59. Prescribing Educational qualifications for admission in to
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the traveling connection, by Prof. E. C. Mitchell, of the Atlanta Georgia

Conference.

No. 50. To give Bishops discretionary powers in making appoint-

ments for a longer period than five years, by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of

the Macon Georgia Conference.

No. 61. To increase Lay representation, by Rev. C. A. Wingfield,

of the Macon Georgia Conference.

No. 62. Ordering the election of five additional Bishops, by Rev. J. H.

McGhee, of the East Alabama Conference.

No. 63. To fix the Pastors' salaries from $600 to $1200, by Rev.

S. D. Butler, of the Texas Conference.

No. 64. Fixing the right of siiffrage in District and Annual Confer-

ences, by Rev. G. T. Stinson, of the North Louisiana Conference.

No. 65. To systematize 8 per cen{. of the Dollar Money, by Rev.

J. L. Butler, of the Southwest Georgia Conference.

No. 66. To retain the 8 per cent Educational Money in the bounds

of the Annual Conferences, by Rev. J. B. Lofton, of the Southwest

Georgia Conference.

No. 67. To forbid the publication of hair advertisements in our

Church papers, by Rev. D. H. Butler, of the East Tennessee Conference.

No. 68. To retain the 8 per cent Educational Money in the Annual
Conferences, by Rev. C. M. Manning, of the Southwest Georgia Confer-

ence.

No. 69. To regulate the composition of the General Conference, by
Rev. S. S. Morris, of the Virginia Conference.

No. 70. To make explicit question 17, on page 233, Book of Dis-

cipline, by Rev. Chas. Bu-ndy, of the North Ohio Confer'^ii.Je.

No. 71. On Constitution of the Woman's Home and Foreign Mis-

sionary Society, by Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Con-
ference.

No. 72. To give the Quarterly Conference power to impeach Trus-

tees, by Rev. O. W. Childers, of North Ohio Conference.

No. 73. To change the date of meeting of the General Conference,

by Rev. O. W. Childers, of the North Ohio Conference.

No. 74. To change the manner of consecrating Deaconesses, by Rev.

O. W. Childers, of the North Ohio Confere'nce.

No. 75. To amend Article 3, page 352, Book of Discipline—Con-
stitution of the Sunday School Union, by Rev. O. W. Childers, of the

North Ohio Conference.

No. 76. Providing equal representation for Laymen, by Brother R.

R. Williams, of the Middle South Florida Conference.

No. 77. To change the name of the Church Extension Society, by
Rev. T. H. Smith, of the Central Texas Conference.

No. 78. On the Time Limit, by Rev. J. H. Allison, of the Central

Alabama Conference.
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No. 79. On the Time Limit, by Rev. J. M. B. Mitchelle, of the

Arkansas Conference.

No. 80. To establish Kindergarten Schools, by Rev. S. J. Patterson,

of the South Florida Conference.

No. 81. On Retirement of General Officers, by Rev. J. W. Hair, of

the East Mississippi Conference.

No. 82. On South Africa, by the 14th District delegation.

No. 83. To create the office of Secretary of Bureau of Conference

Claimants, by Rev. James Murray, of the East Florida Conference.

No. 84. On the salaries of Bishops, Presiding Elders and Pastors,

by Rev. S. L. Birt, of the Chicago Conference. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Temporal Economy.

No. 85. On abandoned Church property.

No. 86. To change the Constitution of the Woman's Mite Missionary

Society, by .

No. 87. Announced but not read.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference arose to

a question of privilege, and stated that in organizing the General

Conference an Official Reporter was elected, but that said Report-

er is not discharging his duty, and moved that another be elected in

his stead. The motion was lost.

A resolution, asking for help for the church at Lake Charles,

La., was presented by Rev. J. K. Washington, of the Louisiana

Conference. The same was referred to the Committee on Tem-

poral Economy.

Rev. J. W. Walker, of the Western North Carolina Conference,

arose to a question of privilege, and asked that the rostrum be

purged of all persons not entitled to sit thereupon, and moved that

the rostrum be purged. The motion prevailed.

Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference,

offered a resolution in reference to the election of delegates to

the Ecumenical Conference to meet in London, England, in Sep-

tember, 192 1. The same was adopted, and referred to the

Bishops' Council.

Bishop H. B. Parks asked whether or not the motion made to

purge the rostrum applied to the floor also, and was answered

that it did, and the floor was also purged.

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved

that Rev. C. E. Wilson, of the New York Conference, be elected

one of the Marshals, and the motion prevailed.



Gkneral Confkrence a. M. E. Church. 81

Rev. S. H. Betts, of the West Florida Conference, moved

adjournment, the motion prevaiHng. The Conference sang, "To-

gether let us sweetly live."

Afer the singing. Bishop H. B. Parks said that there were some
visitors present that he intended to introduce, and asked to be

permitted to do so. Rev. Albert Smith, Editor of the South-

western Christian Advocate, and Rev. Marvin E. Hall, pastor

in charge, of the M. E. Church, South, of the city, were intro-

duced. Dr. Hall made a few remarks. Rev. J. H. George, of

the Congregational Church was introduced. Rev. E. R. Robin-

son, of Chicago, was introduced and sang, "Is He yours?" Miss

Ida Miller, a singing Evangelist, was introduced, and sang,

"Rugged Cross."

The name of Brother W. R. Springer, of the East Arkansas

Conference, was added to the Committee on Plans for Church

Buildings.

The Doxology was sung, and the Benediction was pronounced

by Bishop I. N. Ross.

FIFTH DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference i-e-assembled at 2 :30 p. m., with

Bishop H. B. Parks, presiding.

Hymn No. 277, "Jesus the name high over all," was lined by

Rev. J. D. Barksdale, of the Missouri Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. M. Ward, of the Colorado

Conference, after which some announcements were made by the

Secretary.

The following bills were offered

:

No. 88. On ordination of ministers attending schools, by Dean Geo.

F. Woodson. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 89. To change the wording of the Apostles' Creed, by Rev.

S. P. "West, of the Ohio Conference. Referred to the Committee on
Revision.

No. 90. To separate the Editorship and Managership of the Book
Concern, by Rev. S. P. West, of the Ohio Conference. Referred to

Committee on Revision.

Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference, moved that

Prof. Ira T. Bryant,' Secretary of the Sunday School Union,
be requested to apologize to the General Conference for charging

its hiembers for being petty and ignorant. Rev. Walter Mason
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of the New York Conference, moved that th'e motion be tabled.

A vote was taken, and there beuig some doubt as to the result;

division was called for, and a standing vote was taken, resulting

in 204 against and 50 in favor of tabling the motion. The motion

to table was declared lost. The previous motion was submitted

to vote and prevailed.

Bill No. 91. On ministers who have served and those who may serve

i'n foreign fields, by Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference,

and Rev. A. L. Brisbane, of Africa.

Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, moved
that the Episcopal Committee be instructed to bring a separate

report bearing upon the arrangement of the Districts before

making assignment of Bishops thereto. The motion carried.

Bill No. 92. On granting discretionary power to the Bishops, by

Rev. L. A. Townsley, of the Atlanta Conference. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Revisiota.

Rev. Rodney W. Roundy, Associate Secretary of the Home
Missions Council and of the Federal Council of the Churches of

Christ in America, was introduced and delivered an address.

Bill No. 93. To revise the Sunday School lessons, by Brother Geo.

N. White, of the New Jersey Conference. Referred to the Committee

on Revision.

Bishop Parks announced that the hour had arrived to hear the

Fraternal Delegate of the C. M. E. Church.

Bishop L. J. Coppin asked to read a telegram, and was per-

mitted to do so. It read as follows : "Organic Union endorsed,

378 for, and 5 against. Signed : Geo. W. Clinton, of A. M. E.

Zion General Conference, Knoxville, Tenn."

Bishop Coppin led in singing, "The Church is moving on."

Bishop H. B. Parks then introduced Bishops Isaac Lane, R.

S. Williams, Elias Cottrell and R. A. Carter, of the C. M. E.

Church.

The Louisiana Sextette, composed of Revs. E. Wittenberg,

E. D. Williams, H. G. Johnson, Bro. H. R. Baranco and Mes-

dames A. L. Bell and L. B. Brown, by request, sang, "Shine for

Jesus."

By request of the General Conference, Bishop R. A. Carter

was presented to address the General Conference, which he did.

Dr,- B, F. Watson sang, "When the mists have rolled away."
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The Committee on tlie Reception of iM'aternal Delegates, [)re-

sented Rev. J. A. Hamlett, Editor of the Christian Index to

Bishop Parks, as the Fraternal 'Delegate from the C. M. E.

Church, and Bishop Parks, in turn, introduced Dr. Hamlett to

the General Conference, to deliver his Fraternal Message, which

he did.

Rev. J. B. Isaacs, of the Puget Sound Conference, was called

upon to respond. While speaking Bishop Parks asked permis-

sion for the visiting Bishops and ministers from the C. M. E.

Church to take leave. Bishop R. S. Williams made a few re-

marks in taking leave.

Prof. Ira T. Bryant arose to a question of personal privilege

and waived speaking until tomorrow.

Announcements were made ; the Doxology sung, and the Ben-

ediction was pronounced by Bishop Evans Tyree.

SIXTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 8, 1920.

The General Conference convened in its Sixth Day's session,

with Bishop H. B. Parks, of the Fifth Episcopal District, presid-

ing.

Hymn No. 381, "Lord in the morning Thou shalt hear," was

lined by Rev. J. T. Smith, of the Kansas Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. C. C. Owens, of the Kansas

Conference.

"Father I stretch my hands to Thee," was sung, led by Rev. B.

S. Hannah, of the South Georgia Conference.

The Scripture lesson, the 19th Psalm, was read by Rev. E. R.

Vaughn, Dean of the Theological Department of Western Uni-

versity.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, led in

singing, "Higher ground."

The minutes of the Fifth Day's session were then called for,

and the minutes of the morning session were read by the secre-

tary. Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference,

moved to adopt. Rev. M. R. Dixon, of the Mississippi Con-

ference, stated that after the opening of the previous day's
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morning session, he led in singing, "O, for a thousand tongues

to sing." Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference,

stated that it was he who had made the motion to adopt Dr. Mix-

on's resolution concerning delegates to the Ecumenical Confer-

ence. These corrections being noted, the motion to adopt the

minutes prevailed.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Rev. J. B.

Lofton, of the Southwest Georgia Conference, moved adoption,

and the motion carried.

Bishop \'Vm. D. Chappelle called the attention of the presiding

officer to the rule of recognizing the member farthest away, when
several members addressed the chair at the same time.

Rev. C. W. Dunlap, of the Columbia Conference, obtaining the

floor asked, which is correct, to address the chair as Bishop or

as Mr. Chairman? Bishop Parks replied, "Either is correct."

The chair was then yielded to Bishop J. S. Flipper, of the

Sixth Episcopal District, as the presiding officer of the day.

Bishop P'lipper thanked the General Conference, and stated

that the rules governing this body would be strictly carried out,

and stated further that the citation made by Bishop Wm. D.

Chappelle, pertaining to the rule of recognizing the member
farthest away is in Cushing's Manual, but that the General Con-

ference had adopted Reed's Rules of Order, which recognizes

no such rule as the one cited, and that he was bound therefore

to accord the floor to the brother whose voice he might hear first.

Rev. J. M. Henderson, of the West Virginia Conference, arose

to a question of privilege, and spoke with reference to certaui

printed circulars being handed out, defaming the name of one

of our Bishops, and the women of our Church and Race. He
moved that it be the sense of this Conference that such persons

be censured, and that the Conference place itself on record as dis-

approving the same.

Rev. C. W. Dunlap, of the Columbia Conference, obtained

the floor, and spoke against stich, denying the truthfulness of the

statements contained in the circulars.

Rev. M. A. Hollins, of the South Carolina Conference, also

spoke along the same line.
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Rev. J. H. H. Franklin, of the Kast Mississippi Conference,'

arose to a point of order, and spoke in favor of free speech m
the Church.

Rev. T. S. J. Pendleton, of the East Mississippi Conference,
rising to a point of order on Rev. Franklin, stated that the only

matter before the house was the motion to condemn the circulars.

The point was sustained.

Brother W. R. Springer, of the East Arkansas Conference,

arose to a point of order, and in closing, offered an amendment
to the motion, moving that a committee be appointed to ascertain

from what source the circulars came.

Revs. J. H. E. Rhone, of the Northeast Texas; John Cooper,

of the Southwest Georgia; P. W. Rodgers, of the Eouisiana; A.

Cooper, of' the South Georgia, and M. H. Davis, of the Balti-

more Conferences spoke against the motion.

Rev. S. D. Butler, of the Texas Conference offered a sub-

stitute motion for the whole, moving that the whole matter be

tabled. The substitute motion prevailed.

Bishop Flipper stated that it had been said on the floor that the

parties putting out these circulars had no other recourse, and ad-

vised that the Discipline of the A. M. E. Church provides a way
by which every member of the church, from a Bishop down, can

get redress without resorting to such methods.

Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle arose to a question of personal

privilege and spoke on the matter contained in the circulars, de

nying the truthfulness thereof, and stated further that at least one
Bishop was implicated in the matter, whereupon Bishop C. S.

Smith arose and requested Bishop Chappelle to name the Bishop

thus implicated. There were many cries of "name him" from the

floor, while others cried "no." Bishop Chappelle stated that he

would name the Bishop before the Bishops' Council.

Bishop C. S. Smith arose and stated that he was not in league

with Bishop Chappelle's enemies.

Rev. R. W. Mance, President of Allen University, arose to

a question of privilege, but finding that the time was so short,

waived the statement of his question until the afternoon session.

The following bills were offered

:
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No. 94. By Rev. R. H. Bumry, of the Pittsburgh Conference. To
regulate and control proposed Disciplinary laws. Referred to the

Committee on Revision.

No. 95. By Rev. A. A. Godwin, of the East Alabama Conference.

To regulate the time limit of Presiding Elders. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision.

No. 96. By Rev. J. M. Henderson, of the West Virginia Conference.

Making financial provision for the development of the Church in West
Virginia. Referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy.

No. 97. By Rev. J. W. Hall, of the West Kentucky Conference.

Creating a General Board of Managers for the General Departments

of the Church. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 98. By Rev. G. B. Brown, of the Louisiana Conference. To
give the Church Extension Society power to carry Insurance policies.

Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 99. By Rev. J. W. Hall, of the West Kentucky Conference. On
vested choirs. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 100. By Rev. J. H. L. Rhone, of the Northeast Texas Conference.

On the increase of salaries of itinerant ministers. Referred to the

Committee on Temporal Economy.

No. 101. By Rev. J. S. Collins, of the Baltimore Conference. Re-

quiring examination of Local Preachers at District Conferences. Re-

ferred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 102. By Rev. W. L. Taylor, of the West Arkansas Conference.

.

Concerning money for Conference pensioners, who are absent from

Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 103. By Rev. W. H. Bowen, of the East Alabama Conference.

Regulating the time limit of Presiding Elders. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision.

No. 104. To allow the Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary

Society to remain as it now is. Referred to the Committee on Re-

vision.

No. 105. By Rev. W. H. Giles, of the Indiana Conference. To change

the Ritualistic Service in our Church. Referred to the Committee on

Revision.

No. 106. By Rev. W. W. Harris, of the Central Arkansas Confer-

ence. To increase the Pastors* salaries. Referred to the Committee on

Temporal Economy.
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No. 107. To create a Board of Directors and Trustees of Wilber-

force University to conform to the laws of the State of Ohio. Referred

to the Committee on Colleges and Universities.

No. 108. By Brother T. 11. Brown, of the Pittsburgh Conference.

To amead Article III, of the Constitution of the Sunday School Union

on page 352 of the Discipline. Referred to the Committee on Re-

vision.

• No. 109. By Prof. John R. Hawkins, Financial Secretary. To pro-

vide for Superannuated Preachers, widows and orpha'.is. Referred

t« the Committee on Revision.

No. no. By Rev. W. H. Bowen, of the East Alabama Conference.

Fixing the status of Trustees in Quarterly Conferences. Referred to

the Committee on Revision.

No. Ill By Rev. S. D. Butler, of the Texas Conference. To remove

the time limit. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 112. By Rev. W. E. McGrew, of the Southwest Texas Confer-

ence. Fixing the procedure of the General Conference. Referred to

the Committee on Revision.

No. 113. By Rev. C. E. Wilson, of the New York Conference. To
amend Article VIII of the Sunday School Union Constitution. Refer-

red to the Committee on Revision.

No. 114. By C- W. Abbington, of the North Texas Conference.

Regulating Electoral Colleges. Referred to the Committee on Re-

vision.

No. 115. By Rev. W. E. McGrew, of the Southwest Texas Conference.

To make the Bishops' actions unquestionable. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision.

No. 116. By Rev. C. E. Wilson, of the New York Conference. To
amend Section 2, page 357, of the Sunday School Union Constitution.

Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 117. By Rev. J. N. B. Wall, of the Northeast Oklahoma Con-

ference. To appropriate $150 to the Oklahoma Conferences!. Referred

to the Committee on Temporal Economy. '

No. 118. By Rev. C. E. Wilson, of the New York Conference. Re-
lating to Sub-Districts of Sunday Schools. Referred to the Committee
on Revision.

No. 119 By Rev. E. S. H. Ousley, of the Northwest Mississippi Con-
ference. To regulate the Episcopal Committee and the candidacy of

candidates. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 120. By Brother R. J. Gardner, of the North Mississippi Con-
ference. To amend Article VI. Chapter V, of the Constitution of the
Allen Christian Endeavor League, Referred to the Committee on Re-
vision.
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No. 121. By Rev. G. W. Robinson, of the West Kentucky Confer-

ence. To regulate the costumes of Stewardesses. Referred to the

Committee on Revision.

No. 122. By Rev. C. E. Wilson, of the New York Conference. To
create a Pension Fund in the Church. Referred to the Committee on

Revision.

No. 123. By Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Conference.

To give financial aid to the West Virginia Conference. Referred to the

Committee on Temporal Economy.

No. 124. By Rev. W. D. Miller, of the Northeast Texas Conference.

To increase the salaries of pastors. Referred to the Committee on

Temporal Economy.

Announcements were made. The Doxology was sung, and the

Benediction was pronounced by Bishop J. H. Jones.

SIXTH DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference re-assembled at 2 :30 p. m., with

Bishop J. S. Flipper in the chair.

Hymn No. i, "O, for a thousand tongues to sing," was lined

by Rev. C. P. Hobbs, of the South Georgia Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. I. Stringer, of the Southwest

Georgia Conference.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, read the

24th Psalm as the Scripture lesson.

Rev. B. S. Hannah, of the South Georgia Conference, led in

singing, "I am Thine, oh Lord."

Bishop W. W. Beckett arose to a question of privilege and

and stated that Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle had named Bishops J.

Albert Johnson, L. J. Coppin and himself as the Bishops impli-

cated against him in tjie matter bnought up during the morning

session in connection with the circulars, and stated that he had

visited friends in South Carolina on both sides, both among min-

isters and laymen, but that he had not interfered with Bishop

Chappelle's work, nor done anything against him.

Rev. R. W. Mance, President of Allen University, arose to

a question of privilege, and spoke explaining the treatment which

he had received at the hands of Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle.

Prof. Ira T. Bryant arose to a question of privilege and spoke

with reference to his recommendations, relating to the Southern



Gknerai, Conterence a. M. E. Church. 89

Recorder and certain publications. He denied that he had pub-

lished or caused to be published any matter reflecting on the

Bishops or members of the General Conference.

The Conference joined in singing, "Together let us sweetly

live."

Announcements were made. The Doxology was sung. The

Benediction was pronounced by Bishop W. H. Heard.

SABBATH SERVICES—Morning.

St. Louis, Mo., May 9, 1920.

The services began promptly at 11 a. m., with a processional

by St. Paul's choir. Bishop H. B. Parks, presiding.

Scripture sentences were read by Rev. C. P. Cole, of the New
York Conference.

Rev. J. T. Hall, of the Macon Georgia Conference, lined hymn
No. 14, "Jesus, we look to Thee."

Rev S. A. Williams, of the Central Florida Conference, led in

singing and prayer.

Dr. F. P. L}1:es, of Arkansas, rendered a solo, entitled, "He
will not let me fall."

Rev. P. C. Hunt of the Texas Conference, read the 5th chapter

of Galatians for a Scripture lesson.

Rev. Chas. Bundy, of the North Ohio Conference, led the Dec-

alogue.

Notices were read by the Secretary, after which a collection,

amounting to $260.50 was raised.

"Gloria in Excelsis" and "Credio" were sung.

Bishop W. W. Beckett offered the prayer of thanksgiving for

the offering.

Rev. A. J. Wilson, of the North Carolina Conference, lined

hymn No. 327, "O God our help in ages past."

Miss Blanche Griggsby sang a solo entitled "Bye and bye."

Bishop H. B. Parks presented Bishop B. F. Lee, the Senior

Bishop, to preach. He announced the first three verses of the

133rd Psalm as his text. Theme: "Unity."
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The sermon ended, the choir chanted the Lord's Prayer, fol-

lowed by "Gloria Patri."

Bishop Evans Tyree opened the doors of the church, while the

congregation sang "When the saints go marching home," led by

Rev. J. M. Brown, of the North Louisiana Conference.

SABBATH SERVICES—Afternoon.

The Memorial Services began at 3 p. m., Bishop Evans Tyree,

presiding.

Bishop W. H. Heard lined hymn No. 502, "There is a house

not made with hands."

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. R. Ransom, of the Kansas Con-

ference.

Rev. J. L Lowe, of the Central Arkansas Conference, read the

Scripture lesson, consisting of the first twenty-nine verses of the

1st chapter of I Corinthians.

The Committee on Memoirs then rendered its report as fol-

lows :

St. Louis, Mo., May 8, 1920.

To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-gixth Session of the

General Conference now in Session.

We, your Committee on Memoirs, beg leave to submit our report:

We have inquired in respective districts, and we find a number who

attended the last General Conference have fallen by the wayside. We
bow our heads to Almighty God, and thank Him for His many bless-

ings, and we are glad that the conditions are no worse.

In order to pay honor to these heroes of the Cross, we submit the

following program for your consideration:

BISHOPS.

Deceased: Bishop C. T. Shaffer. To speak on his life as per pro-

gram. Bishops C. S. Smith, L. J. Coppin and Evans Tyree.

GENERAL OFFICERS.

Deceased: J. Frank McDonald. To speak on his life, Rev. R.

R. Wright, jr.; Rev. G. W. Allen, Rev. J. C. Caldwell. Rev. H. T.

Kealing. To speak on his life. Prof. J. K. Williams, Rev. E. R. Vaughn
and Rev. J. R. Ransom.
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ITINERANTS.
First District—Deceased: Rev. J. M. Palmer. To speak on his life,

Rev. H. Y. Arnett.

Second District

—

Third District

—

Fourth District

—

Fifth District—Deceased: Rev. R. L. Beal and Rev. A. A. Gilbert.

To speak on their lives, Rev. C. A. Williams and Rev. I. T. Smith.

Sixth Distrct—Deceased: Rev. A. B. B. Gibson, Rev. A. K. Woods.

Rev. B. S. Hannah to speak on their lives and R. H. Ward. Mrs.

Amanda Flipper. To speak on her life, Rev. S. D. Roseboro.

Seventh District—Deceased: Rev. J. S. Perrin. To speak on his

life. Rev. K H. Coit.

Eighth District-

Ninth District—Deceased: Rev. G. W. Porter and Rev. L. J. Johnson

and a layman, D. H. Hall, East Tennessee. To speak on their lives. Rev,

J. A. Jones.

Tenth District-

Eleventh District—Deceased: John H. Dickerson. To speak on his

life, Rev. R. A. Grant and Rev. H. Y. Tooks.

Twelfth District—Deceased: Layman H. M. Taylor. To speak on his

life. Revs. E. C. Foreman and A. H. Hill.

Thirteenth District

—

Fourteenth District

—

Fifteenth District-

Respectfully submitted,

J. R. RANSOM, Chairman,

S. M. GIBBS, Vice Chairman,

ELIJAH BYRD,
E. C. FOREMAN,
J. THOMPSON,
W. J. JONES, Secretary.

The congregation joined in singing, "Hallelujah 'tis done," and
"Where He leads, I will follow."

Bishop H. B. Parks read the obituary of Bishop C. T. Shaffer,

which had been prepared by Bishop C. S. Smith.

Bishop Evans Tyree spoke on the life, labors and demise of

Bishop C. T. Shaffer.

Remarks on the life and labors of Prof. H. T. Kealing were
made by Prof. A. S. Jackson, Secretary of Education and Prof.

J. K. Williams, President of Paul Quinn College.

The congregation sang "Abide with me."
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Rev. E. R. Vaughn, Dean of the Theological Department of

Western University, also spoke on the demise of Prof. H. T.

Kealing.

Rev. R. R. Wright, jr., D. D., Editor of the Christian Re-

corder, spoke on the services rendered by the late Rev. J. Frank

McDonald, Editor of the Western Christian Recorder.

The hour being late, and the congregation growing restless,

the service closed with the Doxology and Benediction by Bishop

Evans Tyree.

A. C. E. League Meeting.

The Eeague service began at 6:30 p. m.. Bishop J. M. Conner,

presiding.

Two selections were sung: "How firm a foundation ye saints

of the Lord," and "Marching on to victor}^" both being led by

the choir.

Rev. J. C. Caldwell, Secretary of the Allen Christian Endeavor

League, led in the offering of Sentence Prayers.

The League then sang "My hope is built on nothing less."

Rev. J. T. Wilkinson, of the North Georgia Conference, led

in singing, "Glory to His name."

Rev. J. C. Caldwell addressed the meeting, stating that great

success had come to the Allen Chrisian Endeavor League, and

then introduced Bishop J. M. Conner, as presiding Officer.

Bishop Conner made a few remarks.

The Scripture lesson ; the first four verses of the third chapter

of Colossians, was read by Rev. L H. Ringgold, of the Phila-

delphia Conference.

The topic discussed was "Christian Ideals."

The subject was discussed for ten minutes by Rev. J. C. Cald-

well.

The choir sang, "Sowing in the morning."

Brother Carter, Superintendent of and Prof. G.

A. Gregg, Conference Superintendent of the Kansas Conference,

and Brother D. H. Kyle, a League worker of the West Virginia

Conference, made interesting addresses.

By request, Prof. E. C. Deas led in singing, "Shine for Jesus."

The Mizpah was recited and the League meeting closed.
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Evening.

The evening services were opened at 8 :oo p. m., with Bishop

H. B. Parks, presiding.

The choir rendered a processional.

Rev. R. T. Gordon, of the East Florida Conference, lined

hymn No. 278, "I am not ashamed to own the Lord."

Prayer was offered by Rev. E. R. Vaughn, Dean of the Theo-

logical Department of Western University.

The choir led in singing, "Sweet as the years go by."

Notices were read, and an offering was called for, while the

choir sang "Beaulah Land." Thanks for the offering were ex-

pressed in a prayer by Rev. J. M. Wheeler, of the Pittsburg Con-
ference.

Bishop Parks then introduced Rev. C. S. Long, of Florida, to

preach. Rev. Long announced as his text Gen. 32 -.24 : "And Jacob
was left alone, and there wrestled with the angel until the break-

ing of the day."

The choir chanted the Lord's Prayer.

Rev. C. S. Long led in singing, "Father I stretch my hands
to Thee," while the doors of the church were being opened.
The Doxology was sung and the Benediction pronounced by

Rev. C. S. Long.

EIGHTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 10, 1920.
The General Conference convened in its eighth day's session

at 9:30 a. m., with Bishop J. S. Flipper, presiding.

Hymn No. 8, "Before Jehovah's awful throne," was lined by
Rev. L. A. Townsley, of the Atlanta Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. H. Hall, of the South Georgia
Conference.

Brother H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, led in
singing, "Guide me O, Thou great Jehovah."
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Rev. F. R. Sims, of the South Georgia Conference, read the

146th Psalm for a Scripture lesson.

Rev. D. R. Morant, of the Central Mississippi Conference, led

in singing, "Hide Thou me."

The minutes of Saturday morning's session were called for,

and read by the Secretary. Re\ . J. R. Fleming, of the North
Georgia Conference moved to adopt. Rev. C. W. Dunlap, of

the Columbia Conference, arrested the motion, and spoke with

reference to the South Carolina controversy. The Chairman

ruled him out of order on the ground that the matter referred to

by him was not germane to the motion. The motion to adopt

the minutes carried.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Rev. S. L.

Birt, of the Chicago Conference, moved adoption. Rev. S. M.

Gibbs, of the Middle South Florida Conference, arrested the

motion, and spoke against bringing matters of the Bishops' Coun-

cil before the General Conference, and moved that everythinia^

in the minutes referring to Bishops Chappelle and Beckett be

expunged. Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference,

made the ]K)int of order that tlie secretaries had made a true rec-

ord of Saturday's proceedings, and that a motion to expunge
•was out of order at this point. His point was sustained. The

motion to adopt the minutes prevailed.

The minutes of Sunday's services were read as information.

At this point Bishop Flipper stated that his time had expired,

and presented Bishop J. Albert Johnson, of the Second Episcopal

District, as the presiding officer of the day.

Rev. C. W. Abington, of the North Texas Conference, offered

a resolution to create three more Episcopal Districts. The same

was referred to the Episcopal Committee.

A telegram from Mexico was read by the Secretary.

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference, offered

a resolution as follows

:

WHEREAS, The Negroes of the State of Delaware have been the

recipients of a most encouraging and seemingly unbelievable con-

sideration at the hands of the Honorable Perre S. Du Pont, of Wil-

mington, Del.; and
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WHEREAS, In the providence of God and by seemingly holy in-

spiration, the said Honorable Perre S. Du Pont has, out of his personal

finances, given the great sum of NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOL-
LARS ($900,000), with which to raze all of the present schools for Ne-

gro children in the State of Delaware, and to erect in their stead

NEW, COMPLETELY EQUIPPED, MODERN school buildings upon
spacious school plots; and

WHEREAS, In addition the HONORABLE PERRE S. DU PONT has

caused to be financed the "Delaware Negro Civic League" for the gen-

eral uplight of the Delaware Negro in MORAL, CIVIC and EDUCA-
TIONAL affairs, to the amount of $6,150 per annum; be it

RESOLVED, That a committee of three Bishops; three Elders and
three laymen be appointed, and instructed and empowered to telegraph

the congratulations and thanks of this General Conference, to the said

Honorable Perre S. Du Pont at Wilmington, Del. Be it further

RESOLVED, That the Financial Secretary be empowered and in-

structed to pay for the same.

Signed: Comm. 1st Epis. District,

M. F. SYDES, Chairman,

I. H. RINGGOLD, Secretary.

I

B. F. LEE,

BISHOPS: EVANS TYREE,

( JOHN ALBERT JOHNSON.

/ A. L. MURRAY.
ELDERS: C. A. WINGFIELD,

( H. Y. ARNETT,

/ J. R. HAWKINS.
LAYMEN: ( A. S. JACKSON,

( C. H. JOHNSON,

The resolution was adopted, and the following telegram was

sent to Hon. Pierre S. Du Pont

:

Hon. Perre S. DuPont,

Wilmington, Del.,

The General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church,

here assembled, with fifteen Bishops, thirteen General Officers and six

hundred and thirty-eight delegates, representing over eight hundred

thousand members and two million communicants, having learned

through their pastor of Big Bethel church, Wilmington, of your godly-

inspired and most timely gift of nine hundred Thousand Dollars to

the educational interest of the Negroes of Delaware, and of your fur-

ther interest in the Delaware Negro Civic League, do herewith beg to

express to you the gratitude and hearty thanks of this General Con-



96 TwENTY-sixTTi Quadrennial Session

ference and of the two million Negroes whom we represent in our

oflScial capacity, and as individual members of the Negro race.

Committee

:

8ENJAMIN F. LEE, Senior Bishop, Ohio,

EVANS TYREii;, Bishop of Delaware,

JOHN ALBERT JOHNSON, Bishop of Washington, D. C,

HENRY Y. ARNETT, Wilmington, Del.,

CHAS. A. WINGFIELD, Atlanta, Ga.

ABRAHAM L. MURRAY, Vicksburg, Miss.,

' PROF. A. S. JACKSON, Texas, Secretary of Education,

LAYMEN: (
PROF. CHAS. H. JOHNSON, Wilberforce Univ., Ohio,

(
PROF. JOHN R. HAWKINS, D. C, Secretary of Finance.

Signed:

WILLIAM DECKER JOHNSON, Georgia, Secretary

of General Conference, Coliseum, St.. Louis, Mo.

Rev. A. Spencer, of the West Arkansas Conference, offered a

resolution to hold night sessions. Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the

Macon Georgia Conference, moved that the resolution be re-

ferred to the General Conference Sub-Commission. Motion pre-

vailed.

The Committee on the Report of the Secretary of the Church

Extension Department made its report, as follows

:

St. Louis, Mo., May 7, 1920.

To the Bishops and General Conference.

We, the undersigned Comittee on Church Extension Department,

have examined the Quadrennial Report of the Secretary-Treasurer,

the books, vouchers, checks, and all other records of the Church

Extension office, also the report of the Auditing Committee, and the

Report of the Church Extension Board, and find that.

The business of the Department has been transacted in accord with

the Discipline, that the books, vouchers and records have been properly

kept, and the finances of the same judiciously expended and faithfully

accounted for.
,

We recommend the adoption of the recommendation of the Sec-

retary-Treasurer, as on page 95 of his Quadrennial Report, as follows:

We recommend and beg to urge the importance of Extension An-
niversary meetings in all our conferences, to the end that we may

BISHOPS:

ELDERS

:
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bring home to our people, the benefits accruing to them through

Church Extension.

Very respectfully submitted.

Rev. W. C. Cleland, of the Western North CaroHna Confer-

ence, moved the adoption of the report. The motion prevailed.

Rev. J. R. Campbell, President of Lampton College, read the

report of the Committee on the Educational Secretary's report.

The report was adopted.

Rev. J. T. Reese, of tlie Northwest Mississippi Conference,

offered a resolution which was tabled on motion of Rev. C. A.

Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference.

The following bills were ofifered and referred

:

No. 125. By Rev. S. P. West, of the Ohio Conference. To pension

superannuated preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 126. By Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference. To
give financial aid to the Louisiana Conference. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Temporal Economy.

No. 127. By Rev. I. H. Alston, Dean of the Theological Department,

of Allen University. To revise the Course of Study for the Ministry.

Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 128. By Rev. J. R. M. Lee, of the Southwest.Texas Conference. To
establish a Training Course for Sunday School Teachers. Referred to

the Committee on Revision.

No. 129. By Rev. W. E. McGrew, of the Southwest Texas Conference.

To establish an Insurance Department for ministers in the Financial

Department. Referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy.
No. 130. By Rev. N. Z. Graham, of the West Florida Conference.

To change the word "Layman" to the word "Steward" in the Discipline.

Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 131. By Brc ther E. A. Bolton, of the Northeast Mississippi Con-
ference. To increase the representation of the laymen in the General
Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No 132. By Rev. W. H. Jones, of the Ontario Conference. To in-

R. H. DAMES, Chairman,

H. Y. ARNETT, Sec'y..

JAMES ICATES,

J. W. GATES,
A. L. BRISBANE,
S. J. MAB0T5,
J. W. SAUNDERS,
Wm. E. BARNETT.

W. B. BROOKS,
J. F. SAGE,
E. GRIGGS,
J. W. GUINN,
M. B. Mcpherson,
S. W. MILLER,
W. J. ROBINSON,
J. M. WHEELER.

T. L. SCOTT,
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corporate the A. M. E. Church in the Dominion of Canada. Referred

to the Committee on Revision.

No. 133. By Rev. S. H. Betts, of the West Florida Conference. To
restrict the General Days of the Church. Referred to the Committee

on Revision.

No. 134. By Rey. J. N. B. Wall, of the Northeast Oklahoma Confer-

ence. To increase the salary of Pres ding Elders. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision.

No. 135. By Rev. J. N. B. Walls, of the Northeast Oklahoma Confer-

ence. To change chapter 2, Section 1, page 410, of the Discipline. Re-

ferred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 136. By Rev. A. Cooper, of the South Georgia Conference. To
keep Pastors twelve years in a charge when the interests of the Church de-

mands it. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 137. By Brother W. R. Springer, of the East Arkansas Conference.

To increase the duties of the Dis'trict Sunday School Superintendent.

Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 138. By Re/. T. Reeves, of the Chicago Conference. To include

the study of the languages of South and West Africa in all of our Church

school curricula. Referred to the Committee on Colleges and Universities.

The folIov^fing were appointed as committee to inquire into

and examine, and where necessary arrange for the modification

or amending of the charter of the various incorporated Depart-

ments of the A. M E. Church: Bishops C. S. Smith, J. H. Jones,

J. S. FUpper, Revs. C. W. Dunlap, E. H. Hunter, Brothers J. L.

Mitchell, J. R. Hawkins and W. O. Tyler.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, arose to

speak with reference to Rule 19, governing the General Con-

ference. Bishop Johnson informed him that the Committee

on Revision is expected to report in the afternoon session.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, moved to

adjourn. The motion prevailed.

The Doxology was sung, and the Benediction was pronounced

by Bishop J. S. Flipper.

EIGHTH DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference was convened at 2:30 p. m.. Bishop

J. Albert Johnson, presiding.

The opening hymn, No. 226, "O for a heart to praise my God,"

was lined by Rev. J. D. Cowan of the Western North Carolina

Conference.
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Prayer was offered by Rev. C. M. Tanner, of the Baltimore

Conference.

"Guide me Oh, Thou great Jehovah," was sung, led by Rev.

R. B. Smith, of the New Jersey Conference.

The following bills were offered and referred

:

No. 139. By Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Conference.

To make South America and the Islands an Episcopal District. Referred

to the Committee on Episcopacy.

No. 140. By Rev. Chas. Bundy, of the Ohio Conference. On the

election of Sunday School Boards. Referred to the Committee on Re-

vision.

No. 141. By Rev. J. H. Clayborne, of the Central Arkansas Conference.

To create a new Episcopal District. Referred to the Episcopal Commit-
tee.

No. 142. By Rev. S. E. Churchstone Lord, of Haiti. On the status

of the Secretary of Missions. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

No. 143. By Rev. T. S. J. Pendleton, of the East Mississippi Confer-

ence. Providing better pay for mission preachers. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision.

No. 144. By Rev. H. N. Newsome, of the Central Alabama Confer-

ence. To amend the Discipline, page 58, paragraph 20. Referred to

the Committee on Revision.

No. 145. By Rev. H. N. Newscme, of the Central Alabama Confer-

ence. To amend the Discipline, page 357, paragraph 6. Referred to the

Committee on Revision.

The Committee on Revision reported as follows:

1. We recommend that all on page 169 to 170 inclusive

2. dealing with chapter 3 under the title "General Officers,"

3 and all on page 171, part 4, under title "The Ministry,"

4 Chapter 1, "Preacher's Personal life and Duties" to page

5 183 inclusive, remain unchanged.

6 We recommend that all on page 184, chapter 2 under head-

7 ings, "Duties of Pastors," to page ISO remain without change.

8 We recommend that page 191 to 198 inclusive

9 chapter 4, page 199 to 200 inclusive, chapter 5, page 201

10 and chapter 6, page 202 to page 204 inclusive, remain unchanged.

11 We recommend that on page 207, line one, after the word
12 "station," the following be added: "longer than five years."

13 The Bishops, however, shall be given discretionary power by an

14 agreement of two joining bishops, and two Presiding Elders of

15 the Conference, one of whom shall be the Presiding Elder of the

16 charge in question.
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Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, moved
that the rules be suspended and the report take its second read-

ing. Bishop J. S. FHpper moved that the motion to suspend

the rules be laid on the table. The motion to table prevailed.

Rev. J. H. H. Franklin, of the East Mississippi Conference,

offered a resolution which was tabled by motion of Rev. W. O.

Slade, of the North Georgia Conference.

Rev. C. M. Tanner, of the Baltimore Conference, offered the

following resolution:

Resolved, That the General Conference, in regular session assembled,

give the following expression of our faith, belief and position regarding the

great question of racial divisions and racial soliditary:

We firmly believe, re-affirm and steadfastly maintain the Bible teaching

concerning the various race varieties and divisions in the human family,

that there is but one race—the human race—and that no matter how much
the peoples of this earth may vary as to color, hair, language, custom.s,

laws, or geographical location, God hath made of one blood all nations

that dwell on the earth. We brand as false and pernicious the doctrine of

any superior race or super man, except as opportunities, environment and

education shall enable a man, a group of men, a race variety, or a nation, to

show improvement or hold sway over and dominate other men or groups

of men. Given equal opportunities the various race varieties have always

shown equal capacity for improvement.

By motion of Rev. C. C. Crouch, of the Southwest Georgia

Conference, the resolution was adopted.

Bishop H. B. Parks moved that the resolution be published

in the Associated Press. The motion prevailed.

Rev. John A. Gregg, President of Edward Waters College,

submitted his report by title, and the same was referred to the

Committee on Colleges and Universities.

Rev. E. R. Vaughn, Dean of the Theological Department of

Western University, reported by title, and the same was re-

ferred to the Committee on Colleges and Universities.

Bishop H. B. Parks moved that Congressman Dyer, of Mis-

souri, be invited to address the General Conference, Tuesday at

10:30 a. m. The motion prevailed.

Announcements were made. "Together let us sweetly live,"

was sung, led by Rev. J. M. Wheeler, of the Pittsburgh Con-

ference.

The Benediction was pronounced by Bishop John Hurst.
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NINTH DAY—Morning SEvSsroN.

St. Louis, Mo., May ii, 1920.

The General Conference convened in its ninth day's session

at 9:30 a. m., with Bishop J. Albert Johnson, presiding.

Hymn No. 604, "Am I a soldier of the cross?" was lined by

Rev. M. H. Davis, of the Baltimore Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. George D. Carnes, of the North

Carolina Conference.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, led in sing-

ing "Walk in the light."

The Scripture lesson, consisting of the 8th Psalms, was read

by Rev. L. L. Berry, of the Virginia Conference.

Rev. John E. Jackson, of the North Carohna Conference,

conducted the Ritualistic service.

The second hymn, No. 223, "Amazing grace, how sweet the

sound," was lined by Rev. W. C. Cleland, of the Western North

Carolina Conference.

The minutes of the previous day's morning session were called

for and read by the Secretary. Rev. E. D. Williams, of the

Louisiana Conference, moved that the minutes be adopted. The
motion carried.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read, and on motion

of Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, the same

were adopted.

At this point Bishop J. Albert Johnson yielded the chair to

Bishop W. H. Heard, as the presiding officer of the day.

Bishop Heard appealed to the General Conference for cooper-

'ation and support in the dispatch of the business of the day's

session.

Members of the Eighth Episcopal District led in singing,

"When the saints go marching home."

Rev. J. B. Bell, of the Louisiana Conference, made a presenta-

tion of a gold medal to Bishop Heard on behalf of the Eighth

Episcopal District.

Bishop C. S. Smith made remarks congratulating Bishop

Heard and the members of the Eighth Episcopal District for

the success achieved by them during the quadrennium, after

several telegrams were read.
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Bishop Heard announced that reports of committees are in

order.

The Committee on Church Periodicals announced that its

report was ready, and the same was read by Rev. Solomon Porter

Hood, as follows:

St. Louis, Mo., May 11, 1920.

We, your Committee on Periodicals most respectfully report that after

careful consideration of the status of our Periodicals, the work they have

already done and the great and increasing field of usefulness before them

and the necessity of so increasing their efficiency as to make them still

greater in their potency as educators of the public, moulders of Christian

sentiment and disseminators of the highest and best thought; we most re-

spectfully recommend,

1st, that the subscription price of papers all remaiu the same, to-wit,

$1.50 per annum for the Christian Recorder, Southern Christian Recorder,

A. M. E. Review and the Voice of Missions, $1.

2nd, that the Editor of the Christian Recorder have and be solely respon-

sible as Editor and be given entire charge of the publication of the paper

and that the office of Manager of the Book Concern be separate and apart

from the Editorship; the Manager to have charge and conduct the busi-

ness of the concern, and a Manager to do the same be elected by this General

Conference.

3rd, that the Western Christian Recorder, which is already, legally in

existence and whose perpetuation has been recommended by the Bishops

shall be revived and an Editor elected to take full charge of the same.

4th, that the Southern Christian Recorder remain as it is with the Editor

to have full control and charge of the paper as its Managing Editor.

5th, that on account of the high cost of white paper, it having increased

500 per cent since the war, and it being unwise to further increase the sub-

scription price of the papers without rendering it impossible for many of

the men on poor work to subscribe for two of our periodicals according to

law, we recommend that the Financial Department pay for the white paper

and by such a sul^sidy make it possible to print our papers at the present

price. We are led to make this recommendation because many papers

have in the last year been crushed out of existence by the cost of white

paper, and what we recommend is now being done for other religious papers

by their Church organizations. We further recommend that the papers

of our Church be so conducted that there can come no just complaint from

any section that a free and impartial hearing is not given to any part of

the church, or that news from any quarter of the church shall not have as

wide publicity as space and circumstances permit.

6th, we recommend that the Review be placed as one of the requirements

of studies for candidates in all the stated courses in the Discipline.

7th, we commend our Editors for, as far as they have been able, keep-

ing our Periodicals abreast with the times in this new day of advancement
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and placing the great work of the A. M. E. Church before the world in its

highest usefulness, and we recommend that they continue to exercise the

most vigilant care that literary excellence, expressions of thought and news

disseminated be only that which shall place before the world the highest

ideals and Christian service.

Signed,

N. W. WILLIAMS, Chrm., J. D. BARKSDALE,

Brother H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, moved
that the report be adopted. The motion was arrested by Rev.

W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference, who made
objections to that part of the report recommending that the

A. M. E. Rcincw, be classed as one of the studies in the, con-

ference course. He moved as an amendment that the Review

be associated with the Conference Study Course. Prof. John
R. Hawkins, Financial Secretary, made objections to Section

6 of the report, and moved to send this section to the Com-
mittee on Temporal Economy. Rev. S. H. Betts, of the Wesi
Florida Conference, asked a question of information, which was
answered by Bishop Heard. With these changes, the motion

to adopt carried.

Bishop Heard then announced that the hour had arrived for

the General Conference to be addressed by Congressman L. C.

Dyer.

The Louisiana Sextette sang, "Every time I feel the »Spirit

moving in my heart, I will pray."

Bishop H. B. Parks, then introduced Congressman Dyer, of

the Twelfth Congressional District of Missouri, to speak to the

body.

Congressman Dyer extended words of welcome to the Gen-
eral Conference welcoming it to the State of Missouri. He spoke

J. W. DENNIS,
J. S. MORANT,
A. S. BLAKE,
J. H. MCGHEE,
E. H. FLIPPER,
H. M. STEADY,
W.L. TAYLOR,
GEO. C. TAYLOR,
DAVID D. WILLIAMS,

GEO. H. HOLMES,
A. W. HEYWARD,
B. C. CROWE,
R. S. SLAUGHTER,
I. H. DIXON,
A. L. BRISBANE,
AUSTIN RICHARDSON,
H. A. HOWARD,
SOLOMON P. HOOD, Sccrelary.
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of the efforts he had made and is still making for justice and fair

treatment for the colored people of the United States of America.

At the conclusion of the address, calls were made for Bishop

C. S. Smith to respond on behalf of the General Conference.

Bishop Smith arose and gave reasons why he should not speak

and begged to be excused, whereupon the house called for Bishop

Joshua H. Jones to respond. Bishop Jones responded on behalf

of the General Conference.

Rev. Solomon Porter Hood, of the New Jersey Conference,

offered the following resolution of thanks to Congressman Dyer

for his stand on the great question of human rights:

Whereas, The Hon. L. C. Dyers, Member of the 12th Congressional Dis-

trict of St. Louis, Mo., has by the presenting of the bill in Congress,

brought before this act that would meet and do away with Mob Violence,

one of the dangers that threaten the stability and perpetuity of our nation.

Therefore

Resolve first: That this General Conference extend to him its thanks for

his manly stand upon the question of human rights, and justice and for

putting his ability and influence upon the side of equity and law, and his

effort to rid this great nation of one of the foulest blots that has stained its

honor.

Second, That we recognize in him that true Americanism which knows no

man by his race or color, but only by his true soul's worth. We feel

by his acts that he has shown his loyalty in upholding Constitutional gov-

ernment and fidelity to those true ideals of democracy which were voiced

in the Declaration of Independence that all men were created free and equal

and endowed by the Creator with inalienable rights. Among which are

life, liberty and the pursuits of happiness.

Third, That we believe that it is only the enactment into law of these

great principles through the passage of such acts that the conscience of this

nation can be so awakened as to stamp out the injustice and to give to

every man those rights and privileges which the sons of this nation have

died to defend.

Fourth, That we pledge to Congressman Dyer the faithful assistance

of the seven hundred (700,000) thousand Negroes of the A. M. E. Church

to stand by him and pray for him while he thus labors for the race.

Rev. J. F. Williams, of the Central Texas Conference, moved

the adoption of the resolution. The motion was passed by a

rising vote.
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Rev. S. E. Churchstone Lord, of Hayti, offered the following

resolution, which was adopted:

Mr. Chairman, IiiKho[).i and General Officers, and Delegates.

Be it resolved. That this conference ask the Hon. Congressman Dyer of

the 12th Congressional District to open his heart long enough to pray Con-

gress, to withdraw the military occupation from Haiti for reasons known
to your humble Missionary from that Field.

Rev. Wm. M. Dawkins, of Williamsport, Pa., sang, "My
Father watches over me."

Bishop Heard requested the Committee on the State of the

Country to be prepared to report at the special session tonight,

stating that there would be three speakers tonight.

Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Conference, read

the report of the Committee on Colleges and Universities, as

follows

:

St. Louis, Mo., May 11, 1920.

To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-sixth Session of the General Con-

ference.

We, your Committee on Colleges and Universities, beg leave to make
the following report:

After having carefully studied conditions in general and different reports

from educational departments in particular, we recommend:
- 1. The full standardization of our schools, as is laid down by the Edu-
cational Board, outlined by the Secretary of Education.

2. That there should be two authorized Theological Seminaries main-
tained by the church and the smaller or weaker ones be submerged into

these.

3. That there should be an "Educational Commission" as outlined

by the Secretary of Education, to act as a protection for the schools—and
that there should be an open reciprocation especially as concerns the ma-
triculation of students, whereby their status in former colleges can be had.

4. We realize the inability cf the body to act definitley, but we recommend
that great stress be given the importance of increase in salaries.

5. We recommend that all Presidents, or acting heads of Institutions

be members of the Educational Board.

6. We recommend that all Annual Conferences retain their eight per
cent Educatfonal Money, and send directly to the respective school treas-

urers.
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7. We recommend that all College Presidents make their reports to the

Educational Department, instead of to the General Conference.

Signed,

EDW. W. SMITH, Chrun., C, H. JOHNSON,
ELLSWORTH UNDERW'D J. R. RANSOM,
J. B. ISAACS, A. H. ATTAWAY,
W. A. FOUNTAIN, A. B. COOPER,
D. H. SIMS, B. F. ALLEN,
H. E. ARCHER, J. K. WILLIAMS,
JNO. A. GREGG, L. C. FISHER,
H.M. STEADY, J. A. DEWITT MARTYN,
J. Y. TANTSI, I. S. JACOBS,

JOS. GOMEZ, Secretary.

Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle arose to a point of order, and stated

that the report sought to change the law, and the point was sus-

tained.

Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, moved
that the report be acted upon by sections, and the motion pre-

vailed.

Section i was read. Rev. F. M. Johnson, of the Southwest

Georgia Conference moved to adopt, and the motion carried.

Section 2 was read. Bishop Heard ruled that Sections 2,

3, 4, 5 and 6 should be referred to the Committee on Revision,

and they were referred without further discussion.

Rev. E. J. Lunnon, of the East Arkansas Conference, alleged

a ccmplaint against the brethren obstructing the vision or view

of the 6th, iith and 12th Delegations. Bishop Heard requested

the Marshals to clear the aisles.

The Episcopal Committee having entered, it was permitted

to make its report, the same being read by its secretary. Rev.

S. J. Johnson, of the vSouthwest Texas Conference.

Bishop Heard stated that the time was about to expire. Rev.

M. C. Wright, Dean of the Theological Department of Camp-
bell College, moved that the time be extended indefi-uitely, and

the motion prevailed.
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The Chairman of the Committee, Rev. A. J. Wilson, of the

North CaroHna Conference, announced that there is also a

minority report.

The majority report read as follows:

St. Louis, Mo., May 11, 1920.

To the Bitiliops and General Conference, General Officers, Presidents, Deans
and Members of the Tiventy-sirlli General Conference A. M.E. Church.

We, the members of The Episcopal Committee, come now to report

progress of the work committed to our trust, which we hope will meet your

most hearty approval.

1st. We recommend the redistricting of the whole connection, and

that the districts be arranged as follows:

First District—Philadelphia, New Jersey, New York, and New Eng-

land Conferences.

Second District—Baltimore, Virginia, North Carolina, Western North
Carolina Conferences.

Third District—Ohio, North Ohio, Pittsburg and West Virginia Con-
ferences.

Fourth District—Indiana, Illinois, Chicago Conferences.

Fifth District— Missouri, N. Missouri, S. W. Missouri, Kansas, Califor-

nia, Colorado, and Puget Sound Conferences.

Sixth District—All the conferences of Georgia.

Seventh District—All the conferences of S. Carolina.

Eighth District—All the conferences of Mississ'ppi.

Ninth District—All the conferences of Alabama.

Tenth District—All the conferences of Texas and Mexico.

FAeventli District—All the conferences of Flcrida.

Tire'fth District—All the conferences of Arkansas.

Thirteenth District—All the conferences of Oklahoma Louisiana, and N.
Louisiana.

Fourteenth District—Tenn., W. Tenn., East Tcnn., Ky., and West Ken-
tucky Conferences.

Fifteenth District—Michigan, Bermudf., Nova Scotia, Ontario, the West
Indies Islands.

Sixteenth District—Liberia, and Sierra Leone Conferences.

Seventeerdh District—Cape Colony, Transvaal, Orange River Colony,

Zambezi, and Natal Conferences.

Ei</hteenth District—South America.

In view of the fact that there is imperative need for the preparation of

an authentic and connected history of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church from 1852 to 1920 a period of sixty-eight years, and in as much as

Bishop C. S. Smith, has signified h's wiUingness to undertake the task and
in as much as there is also imperative need for the compilation of the gene-

ral statistics of the church based upon the latest data available we recom-

mend:
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That Bishop C. S. Smith be relieved of episcopal supervision for the

present, and that in lieu thereof, he be elected to the position of Historiog-

rapher and Statistician, his salary to be the same as that of other active

bishops. Nothing herein is to be construed as affecting Bishop Smith's

status as an active bishop.

2. We recommend that recommendation No. 2, in the episcopal address

be adopted. (See the Episcopal Address.)

3. We recommend the building upon that foundation so heroically laid

by the fathers in Africa, and that in the election of Bishops, special atten-

tion be given to the South African Field, and further that The General

Conference order who ever is given Episcopal supervision over South and

West Africa shall proceed to the field cf labor at the earliest possible date

or moment and remain actually engaged there, the pay for their office

being contingent upon his traveling in his field.

A. J. WILSON, Cfmirman,

S. J. JOHNSON, Secretary.

The minority report was called for and read by Rev. Joseph

Gomez of the Michigan Conference.

Rev. G. W. Williams, of the Augusta Georgia Conference,

moved that the minority report be tabled.

Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, made the

point that a motion to table the minority report would carry

with it the majority report also. The point was not sustained,

the Chairman ruling that a motion to table a minority report

did not affect a majority report. A vote was taken on the motion

to table
;
finding as a result of the count that the number of those

voting exceeded the membership of the General Conference,

Bishop Heard ruled that the vote was illegal.

Bishop J. Albert Johnson moved to adjourn until 2 :3o p. m.

The motion prevailed.

Announcements were made, and the Benediction was pro-

nounced by Bishop J. M. Conner.

NINTH DAY

—

Afternoon Session.

The General Conference re-assembled at 2:30 p. m., Bishop

W. H. Heard, presiding.

The opening hymn No. 6c 6, "Blest be the tie that binds,"

was lined by Rev. C. H. Paul, of Louisiana.

Rev. J. K. Washington, of the Louisiana Conference, led in

singing, "In Thy cleft O, Rock of Ages."
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Prayer was offered by Rev. H. A. Stewart, of the Central

Mississippi Conference.

Rev. vS. P. Washington, of the Mississippi Conference led in

singing, "I will be present when the roll is called."

The name of the Rev. W. E. Walker was placed on the roll

instead of Rev. R. H. W. Pinkett, of the Nova Scotia Conference,

who was sick.

Rev. G. T. Stinson, of the North Louisiana Conference, led

in singing, "There's not a friend like the lowly Jesus.''

"Leave it there," was sung by Brother E. R. Robinson, of

Chicago.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers of the Louisiana Conference, moved that

the roll be called to vote on the motion to lay the minority

report of the Episcopal Committee on the table. The motion

carried. The roll was called, and the vote stood as follows:

Those voting Yes were: Bishops C. S. Smith, J. S. Flipper, W. H. Heard,

J. M. Connor, Revs. J. W. Rankin, R. C. Ransom, J. C. Caldwell, W. A.

Fountain, R. W. Mance, Prof. J. K. Williams, Rev. S. L. Greene, A. B.

Cooper, P. W. Greatheart, Elijah Byrd, R. J. Williams, W. B. Williams,

Wm. J. Oliver, L H. Ringgold, J. C. Beckett, H. Y. Arnett, W. S. Drum-
mon, C. E. Bostic, R. B. Smith, H. P. Anderson, C. P. Cole, J. L. Mitch-

ell, M. F. Sydes, A. L. Gaines, C. H. Murray, S. H. Cooper, J. S. Col-

lins, E. A. Henderson, M. J. Keyes, M. H. Davis, E. H. Hunter, L. L. Ber-

ry, S. S. Morris, F. G. Russell, A. .]. Wilson, J. E. Jackson, G. D. Carnes,

D. L. Grady, J. E. Mallette, Chas. Bundy, R. H. Bumry, J. M. Wheeler,

J. M. Henderson, J. T. Gibbons, D. H. Kyle, C. S. Williams, Wm. Stew-

art, H. W. Jamison, J. H. Smith, Geo. A. Brown, A. J. Carey, S. L. Birt, H.

E. Stewart, N. J. McCracken, R. E. Wilson, T. L. Scott, Timothy Reeves,

Geo. F. David, J. R. Harvey, W. H. Peck, J. D. Barksdale, L. Lindsay, J.

H. Wilson, N. Bembry, R. L. Heard, A. L. Sampson, W. G. Alexander, G.

W. Jenkins, J. E. Brown, A. Parker, S. W. Wood, B. J. Ross, P. H. Hurst,

G. H. Holmes, S. F. Harris, C. L. Williams, W. J. Jones, J. T. Wilkinson,

W. Boyd Lawrence, S. F. James, W. O. Slade, J. R. Taliaferro, J. R. Flem-

ing, D. H. Porter, Wm. Kiser, M. J. Wingfield, J. T. Hall, L. H. Smith, sr.,

M. A. Fountain, E. Griggs, W. B. L. Clarke, C. A. Wingfield, J. W. Mitch-

ell, F. J. Reeves, F. C. Crayton, J. W. English, A. A. Duncan, J. S. Wil-

liams, Wm. D. Johnson, J. I. Stringer, F. M. Johnson, J. W. Dennis, S. D,
Roseborough, J. L. Butler, C. C. Crouch, J. T. Barr, H. E. Davis,

John Cooper, J. B. Lofton, C. M. Manning, J. H. Watson, J. H.

Seay, W. A. McClendon, W. J. Williams, L. M. Townsley, R. H. Singleton,
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J. A. Lindsay, J. W. Guinn, H. D. Canady, W. C. Kelley.David T. Howard,
E. C. Mitchell, I. G. Glass, R. H. Ward, C. P. Hobbs, B. S. Hannah, J. H.
Hall, J. D. Davis, A. Cooper, M. T. Rob inson, F. R. Sims, T. W. Clarke,

W. A. Collier, G. W. Williams, John Harmon, C. J. Jones, C. Johnson, C.

H. Williams, A. M. Jordan, J. S. Downs, H. H. Long, E. Reese, W. A. Wil-

son, A. H. Harvey, E. H. Coit, J. M. Jackson, L. F. Alston, M. R. Dixon,

S. S. Stevens, S. P. Washington, G. W.JBeamon, W. L. Atkins, P. A. Light-

foot, S. P. Felder, H. M. Pillow, W. T. Strong, J. R. Powe, A. N. Thompson,
R. J. Gardner, J. C. Collins, J. W. Hair, C. F. Billings, J. H. H. Franklin,

S. W. Miller, J. J. Morant, A. L. Murray, D. R. Morant, H. A. Stew-

art, B. C. Crowe, C. S. Jones, A. B. Morant, H. H. Weathers, Wm. Barnes,

L. M. Staves, W. H. Edwards, H. H. Buckingham, A. S. Blake, E. A. Bol-

ton, F. R. C. Durden, J. T. Reese, W. P. Q. Byrd, J. E. Brown, E. S. H.

Ousley, W. M. Brown, I. W. Harper, E. Wittenberg, E. D. Williams, G.

C. Bryant, H. R. Baranco, A. Thomas, H. A. Belin, L. B. Butler, P. W.
WalH L. V. Starkey, L. G. Duncan, W. H. Mixon, J. W. Walker, J. H.

McGhee, D. L. Butler, J. A. Jones, J. H. Smith, N. W. Williams, Jesse

Jenkins, E. J. Howard, G. B. Young, F. F. Washington, S. D. Butler, J.

R. M. Lee, B. T. Reese, W. R. Roberts, A. Miles, W. S. Johnson, J. F.

William3, R. C. Walker, F. W. Warren, H. A. Young, J. M. Johnson, T.

H. Smith, L. B. Kinchion, W. M. Tears, M. L. Pendergraff, J. H. Hughes,

J. V. B. Coins, R. S. Slaughter, A. Deaver, T. Y. Moore, J. M. Lawson,

J. L. Storms, J. W. McDade, W. D. Miller, W. 0. Boyd, J. H. L. Rhone,

J. H. Lynn, S. M. Kirk, J. L. Lewis, S. J. Johngon, H. S. Sims, S. McElroy,

E. D. Cooper, E. A. Anderson, W. E. McGrew, H. T. Whitmire, M. Brooks,

M. C. Jamison, R. S. Jenkins, C. W. Abington, A. G. Winn, C. L. Morgan,

H. A. Carr, J. A. Jones, H. D. Winn, R. H. Trotter, E. H. Flipper, W. S.

Stephens, D. M. Baxter, C. S. Long, T. James Williams, W. A. Chapman,
Jacob Thompson, S. A. Williams, E. H. Hughes, S. M. Gibbs, R. R. Wil-

liams, J. W. Whitesides, Wm. Winston, J. N. Campbell, J. V. Lee, J. M.
B. Michelle, V. M. Townsend, G. H. Evans, G. R. Whitner, Wm. Lamp-
kins, W. L. Taylor, S. P. Perry, J. W. Stinson, A. Spencer, G. B. Ashford,

S. M. Goodloe, J. D. Dennis, O. L. Moody, R. C. Holbrook, E. J. Lunnon,

L. S. Overall, N. W. Coleman, H. A. Pettus, W. M. Anthony H. Scott, P.

W. DeLyles, A. A. Fleming, J. W. Gates, J. W. Shumpert, W. T . Esk-

ridge, J. H. Harrison, D. C. Brunson, W. T. Pope, A. H. Hill, W. W. Har-

ris, J. H. Clayborne, E. C. Foreman, Chester McHenry, R. L. Nelson, J.

E. Toombs, E. J. Vance, L. J. Johnson, N. J. Caesar, Geo. Alston, M. W.
Austin, I. H. Hawkins, J. W. Johnson, H. C. Rowells, J. W. Price, T. W.
Choate, C. R. Tucker, J. N. B. Walls, A. E. Hubbard, J. A. Johnson, T.

W. Kidd, S. T. Wiggins, W. E. Day, A. L. Brisbane, C. E. Allen, J. W.
Saunders, T. J. Askew, W. H. Jones, J. P. James, D. P. Talbot, Wm. May-
hew, S. E. C. Lord, S. E. C. Chase. Total 326.

Those voting No, were as follows: Bishops B. F. Lee, Evans Tyree, L.

J. Coppin, .John Hurst, Wm. D. Chappelle, Ira T. Bryant, B. F. Watson,
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W. S. Scarborough, G. A. Edwards, F. Jesse Peck, Geo. F. Woodson, H.

G. Montgomery, M. C. Wright, L. C. Fisher, E. R. Vaughn,, J. T. Jor-

dan, I. H. Alston, I. M. Burgan, J. N. Carter, D. A. Hart, H. K. Spearman,

D. J. Brown, C. F. Flipper, J. J. Richardson, Geo. N. White, Walter Mason,

C. E. Wilson, I. S. Jacobs, Geo. D. Jimmerson, Geo. C. Taylor, Thos. H.

Hooper, P. A. Richardson, K. C. Holt, W. C. Cleland, J. W. Walker, A. D.

Avery, J. D. Cowan, Edward W. Smith, Wm. E. Barnett, D. P. Roberts,

J. 0. Haithcox, S. P. West, N. B. Allen, C. H. Johnson, 0. W. Childers,

W. B. Lee, T. H. Jackson, R. K. Moon, Olie V. Gregory, W. H. Truss,

C. J. Powell, W. H. H. Butler, H. S. Howard, T. H, Brown, C. A. McGee,

J. P. Q. Wallace, W. H. Giles, C. A. Martin, A. E. Malone, L. F. Finnie,

J. A. Easton, Eugene Green, J. W. Frazier, G.W.Andrews, Ellsworth

Underwood, J. W. Hall, Geo. W. Robinson, D. D. Williams, Robt. L. Dow-
ry, W. H. Burnette, A. R. Dobbins, S. E. Townsend, N. C. Buren, S. A.

Maloney, S. L. Brooks, E. I. Smith, W. H. Thom.as, J. F. Sage, Geo. W.
Teeters, J. S. Moten, J. R. Ransom, J. T. Smith, W. H. King, J. C- C.

Owens, J. F. Griffin, Percy Robinson, G. A. Gregg, R. L. Pope, A. M. Ward,

E. P. Blakemore, W. Dow, W. 0. Tyler, W. H. Shelvy, J. B. Isaacs, Wm.
Greene, H. J. Baker, R. V. Branch J. H. Lawson, J. A. Hadley, W. 0. P.

Sherman, sr., P. J. Chavis, M. A. Hollins, E. B. Mack, T. B. Nelson, M. B.

McPherson, W. R. A. Felder, J. H. Chestnut, L. M. Alston, J. S. Shank-

lers, J. W. Lykes, Geo. C. Johnson, J. L. Benbow, Lee A. Logan, E. H.

McGill, T. H. Wiseman, C. W. Dunlap, Edwin Wells, S. J. McKnight,

J. J. Jeter, D. C. Deas, D. J. Turpin, A. W. Heyward, J. S. Coe, D. P.

Pendergrass, J. T. Lomax, J. C. Watkins, Eli Gregg, J. E. Thomas, D. H.

Johnson, P. M. Gary, W. C. Crawford, T. F. Harper, B. J. Ramsey, D. H.

Sims, Chas. H. Ward, H. B. Butler, L. R. Nichols, T. J. Miles, J. E. Beard,

- J. S. Morant, D. A. Perrin, S. J. Dobbins, G. W. Howard, Francis Smith,

J. B. Greene, H. Dean, A. J. Topp, S. L. Mangrum, C. E. Brooks, J. W.
Washington, G. B. Brown, P. W. Rodgers, J. K. Washington, G. T. Stin-

son, C. H. Powell, J. M. Brown, B. F. Terry, Robert Boughton, G. B.

West, J. S. Tompkins, S. L. Bates, W. J. Robinson, D. L. House, jr., J.

R. Burghes, J. B. Carter, E. H. Hudson R. E. Simms, H. N. Newsome,
J. H. Allison, Wm. Grace, R. D. Brooks, M. H. Leath, B. J. Roundtree,

R. L. Starkey, A. A. Godwin, E. L. Martin, W. H. Bowen, J. C. Cooper,

R, C. Dickerson, C. G. Hatcher, Eli Jones, A. D. W. Mitchell, B. R. Scon-

iers, J. B. Foxall, A. P. Gray, W. A. Anderson, W. H. Campbell, W. A.

Lewis, J. Q. Johnson, W. A. Smith, J. B. Willis, Nathan B. Morton, Jno.

A. James, Chas. Simmons, P. C. Hunt, H. E. Daniels, H. Y. Tookes, J. E.

Starke, R. H. Dames, R. T. Gordon, R. A. Grant, James Murray, James
Kates, B. J. Jones, H. D. Canty, S. J. PattersOn, S. H. Savage, A. Jackson,

L H. Dixon, C. C. Johnson^ J. M. Wise, S. H. Betts, R. W. Whitehurst,

N. Z. Graham, A. D. Potter, I. A. White, J. W. Young, G. W. Hawkins,

G. W. Archie, P. R. Roberts, W. D. Certain, L. H. Brown, J. L Lowe J.

P. Richards, S. J. Mabote, J. P. M. Lebala, C. Nyombolo, A. A. Mareka,

J. Y. Tantsi, J. W. Butler, G. B. Williams, C. A. Stewart, W. E. Walker,
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Joseph Gomez, Jno. C. Holland, E. D. Robinson, Austin Richardson,
i

Alphonso Dumar. Total 239.

Bishop Heard ruled that the motion had carried, and th^

minority report was tabled.

Rev. S. J. Johnson, of the Southwest Texas Conference, moved
that the majority report be adopted as read and the motion pre-

vailed.

Rev. A. D. Avery, of the Western North Carolina Conference,

appealed from the decision of the chair on the ground that the

negative side was not put Bishop Heard replied that he had
put the negative side of the question. Brother H. R. Baranco

and feveral others moved that the chair be sustained. At this

time the Committee on Revision informed the Chairman that

it was ready to report, and was allowed to proceed with the re-

port as follows:

1 We recommend that the historical preface, the chapter

2 on Episcopacy, pages 3 to 5 inclusive, the Articles of Reli-

3 gion, pages 6 to 17 inclusive; the Catechism on faith, pages

4 18 to 46 inclusive; General Rules, Band Societies, pages 47 to 56

5 remain unchanged.

1 We recommend that page 57, chapter 6, Order of Services,

2 line 1, be changed so as to read "Processional and Voluntary by
3 the Choir" and that page 58, line 15 be changed so as to read

4 "Doxology," "Benediction and Recessional," and the other section

5 remains unchanged.

1 We recommend further, that chapters 7 and 8, from pages

2 59 to 63 inclusive remain as they are.

1 We further recommend that chapter 1, Ordination of Dea-

2 cons, page 66, down to and including page 86, remains as

3 it is.

1 We recommend that on page 87, chapter 3, the word "Ordination"

2 be changed to read "Consecration."

1 We recommend further, that page 99 to page 110 inclusive,

2 chapter 4, "Baptism of Infants," "Baptism of Adults," remain

3 unchanged.

1. We recommend that chapter 5, page 3, on "Receiving Members"
2 be changed so as to read, "All persons coming to us with a de-

3 sire to flee from the wrath to come but not exercising saving faith

4 in the Lord Jesus Christ may be received into the church and

5 placed under wise leaders, subject to the probation of three

6 months; at the expiration of this time on profession of the en-
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7 joyment of the covenant relation with God through our Lord Jesus

8 Christ, and on recommendation of the class leader, they may be

9 admitted into full membership, but should the class leader rep-

10 resent them as unworthy and an examination confirms his judgment.

11 they may be discontinued without formal trial.

12 Persons coming to us from other denominations than the

13 Methodist shall remain on trial for three months, unless recom-

14 mended by two members in good standing in the church. Then
15 they will take their vow of membership with the A. M. E. Church.

16 PERSONS TO BE RECEIVED INTO FULL MEMBERSHIP

17 PersoriS to be received into full membership. On Profes-

18 sion of saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ during revivals

19 and on other occasions, persons may be admitted into full member-
20 ship and placed under the watchful care of class leaders without

21 the necessity of serving out a three months' probation. •

1 Persons coming from other sections of our church without

2 church certificates may be admitted into full membership in any
3 of our churches provided they unite with the church within twelve

4 months after their arrival into the community. Should they unite

5 after a lapse of twelve months, they must be placed on probation

6 unless recommended for full membership by two members in good
7 standing in our church.

8 We recommend further that par. 2, pages 111 to 115, "Re-

9 ceiving into Full Membership" remain unchanged.

10 We recommend chapter 6, par. 116 to 126, "The Lord's

11 Supper," remain unchanged. Also chapter 7, to page 157 inclusive,

12 remain unchanged.

1 We further recommend that chapter 1, page 160, Lay
2 Helpers, First Deaconesses, Sections, 1, 2, 3, and 5, remain

3 as they are, and that page 161, section 4, line 10, following

4 the word "Deaconess" shall be amended so as to read, "There

5 shall be established in all of our church schools a two years'

6 course for Deaconesses' training and that wherever practical,

7 candidates for the office of Deaconess will be required to take

8 this course.

1 We recommend that the following shall constitute section

2 2, page 161:

1 Any woman of good moral and religious character desiring

2 license to engage in city or rural missionary work shall be rec-

3 ommended from her class to the Quarterly Conference of her cir-

4 cuit or station.

1 The Quarterly Conference shall examine her and if it

2 thinks sjie will be useful in the missionary service of the church

3 the Presiding Elder or the Chairman of the Quarterly Conference

4 shall grant her a Missionary Certificate subject to annual re-

5 newal.
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1 THE FOLLOWING SHALL BE THE FORM OF CERTIFICATE.

2 "This is to certify that the bearer M
8 is authorized to perform general missionary work in the African

4 Methodist Episcopal Church, to teach, lecture or exhort on edu-

5 cational, missionary or religious subjects as occasion may re-

6 qu'ire."

7 Signed in behalf of the Quarterly Conference of said

8 ch^urch this day of 19 ... .

9 To be renewed once a year so long as her life

10 corresponds with the gospel and she submits to the rules and
11 discipline of said church.

12 Given under my hand P. E.

13 Section 2, under the head of "Exhorters" be known as

14 Section 3 and remain unchanged.

15 We recommend chapter 2, page 168 down to and including

16 paragraph 6, remain unchanged,

17 and at the end of paragraph 7, following "Conference" be

18 added the following: "And report in writing or otherwise to

19 the annual conference."

20 We recommend that on page 209, chapter 8, be added,

21 under the head,

22 TO LEGALIZE THE BISHOPS' COUNCIL.

23 That the Bishops? Council of the A. M. E. Church be a

24 legal body, and shall be known under the name and title of

25 The Bishops' Council of the A. M. E. Church. Where complaints

26 arise, the Bishops' Council shall have authority to send one

27 or more of their number to investigate same, and report back

28 to the Council, and is authorized to act in any way they may
29 deem best for the Church.

30 That the Senior Bishop be the Chairman of said Council

31 and that the next in seniority be the Vice-Chairman. The Coun-

32 cil shall also elect one of the Bishops as the Secretary of

33 said Council, whose duty it shall be to keep the records of

84 the Council, and shall hold all the bonds of the general ofF.-

35 cers and such other official papers as may come to the Council.

36 The Secretary shall be elected at the beginning of the Quad-

37 rennium, and shall serve during the same.

38 The Council shall elect an Assistant Secretary, who shall

39 assist the Secretary in the performance of his duties; he also

40 shall serve during the Quadrennium.

41 The Bishops' Council shall meet semi-annually at such time

42 and place as the majority of the Council may determine.

43 The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Council

44 and perform the duties that may devolve upon him as Chairman

45 The Vice-Chairman shall preside in the absence or disa-

46 bility of the Chairman.

j

i
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47 The Secretary shall keep a record of all business and

48 correspondence of the Council and present the records to the Epis-

49 copal Committee at the General Conference.

50 The Bishops' Council shall have each Bishop present in writ-

51 ten statement of the work of his district, his rulings and deci-

52 sions, and the Council may give such instructions and corrections

53 as the majority may determine.

54 The Bishops' Council shall have authority to send one or

55 more of their number to investigate the same and report^back to

56 the Council, and they are authorized to act in any way they may
57 deem best for the good of the Church.

58 Should a vacancy occur in an Episcopal District, by sus-

59 pension, resignation or death or otherwise, the Bishops are

60 authorized to assign one of their number to said district or

61 any part of said District.

62 The Bishops may hold public sessions when, in their

63 judgment, it is for the best interest of the Church.

64 General Officers shall make full reports of their de-

65 partment to the Session of the Bishops' Council and the Council

66 shall give such directions as it deems best.

67 The Financial Secretary shall pay the traveling ex-

68 penses of the Bishops in attendance upon the Council, slso the

69 legitimate expenses of the Session.

After reading several sections of the report. Rev. H. Y. Ar-

nett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved that so much as has

been read constitute the first reading, and that we proceed to

take the second reading of the first report presented by the com-

mittee. Motion carried.

The report of the previous day was then read for the second

time. Rev. C. A. Wingfield of the Macon Georgia Conference,

moved that the report be acted upon by sections, and the motion

prevailed.

Section i was read, and by motion of Rev. F. M. Johnson, of

the Southwest Georgia Conference, adopted.

Section 2 was read. Rev. J. V. B. Goins, of the West Texas

Conference, moved its adoption, and the motion prevailed.

Section 3 was read, and by motion of Rev. J. B. Bell, of the

Louisiana Conference, was adopted.

Section 4 was read. Rev. J. I. Stringer, of the Southwest

Georgia Conference, moved its adoption. Bishop J. S. Flipper

amended the motion, he moving to adopt by striking out the
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words: "and two presiding elders of the conference, one of whom
shall be the presiding elder of the charge in question." The
amendment prevailed, and by motion of Rev. J. A. Hadley,

of the Atlanta Conference, the report was adopted as amended.

Section i, of report No. 2, was read, and by motion of Rev.

J. O. Haithcox, of the Ohio Conference, was adopted.

Section 2 was then read. Rev. J. W. Walker, of the Western

North Carolina Conference, made objections to Section 2, on

the grounds that it changed our Order of Church Service. He
moved that so much as referred to the words "Processional"

and "Recessional" be stricken from the report. The motion

carried, and the section was adopted as amended.

Section 3 was read, and by motion of Rev. I. H. Pixon, of the

Central Florida Conference, adopted.

Section 4 was then read, and Rev. D. H. Butler, of the East

Tennessee Conference, moved to strike out the word "Con-

secration" and insert the word "Ordination." Bishop Hea.'d

informed him that the word "Consecration" was correct, and the

motion to strike out was withdrawn.

Rev. J. H. Allison, of the Central Alabama Conference, moved
that the section be adopted as read, and the motion prevailed.

Section 5 was read, and on motion of Rev. J. H. Allison, of

the Central Alabama Conference, adopted.

Section 6 was read. Rev. I. H. Dixon, of the Central Florida

Conference, moved to adopt, and the motion carried.

Section 7 was read. Rev. J. W. Hall, of the West Kentucky

Conference, moved to adopt. Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North

Ohio Conference, amended the motion, moving to strike out the

words, "Without formal trial." The amendment carried.

Section 8 was read. Rev. T. L. Scott, of the Chicago Con-

ference, moved its adoption, and the motion prevailed.

Section 9 was read and adopted, by motion of Rev. W. P. Q.

Byrd of the Northwest Mississippi Conference.

Section 10 was read and adopted by motion of Rev. W. E.

McGrew, of the Southwest Texas Conference.

Section 1 1 was read. Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North

Ohio Conference, moved to amend by inserting the words," The
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presiding elder being thus authorized," in Hue 4. The section

was adopted as amended.

Section 12 was read, and Rev. George F. Woodson, Dean of

Payne Theological Seminary moved to insert the name of the

place after line 2. Rev. J. A. Hadley, of the Atlanta Georgia

Conference, moved that the section be adopted as amended,

and the motion passed.

Announcements were made. The Doxology was sung, and

the Benediction was pronounced by Bishop J. S. Flipper.

NINTH DAY—Evening vSession.

The General Conference re-convened in evening session at

8 p. m., Bishop W. H. Heard, presiding.

Rev. Joseph Stiles, of the New Jersey Conference, sang two

selections: "I shall see the King some day," and "Let Jesus lead

you."

The Alabama Jubilee Singers sang, "I am going to cross the

river some day," and "You had better mind."

Bishop Heard announced the names of those who were to con-

duct the devotional services on Wednesday morning at 9 o'clock,

as follows: Revs. J. W. Washington, M. R. Dixon, W. H. Ed-

wards, J. M. Brown, E. D. Williams and E. Wittenberg.

The Committee on State of the Country was called for to sub-

mit its report. It reported as follows:

To the Bishops, College Presidents, Deans of Theological Seminaries, Min-
isterial and lay delegates of the Twenty-sixth Session of the General Confer-

ence of the A. M. E. Church.

Reverend Fathers and Dear Brethren:

We, your Committee on State of the Country, submit the following

report:

With an eye single to the glory of God, and a desire to set forth principles

that will make for the well being of our Country, we have attempted to

survey the field, and give expressions that will go to show the real state of

our country along all lines.

Ours is a great and powerful country, and governed by a constitution

unparallelled in the history of mankind.

The early fathers built strong and wise, and put in motion a government

that should commend itself to all the other nations of the earth.

We have just passed through the mightiest war of all times. The United

States was one of the mightiest factors in settling the conflict.
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The records of the past show, that those nations which have left God out,

and went along building Might rather than Right, have fallen, and have
been crushed from the earth.

Nineveh, Babylon, Egypt, and Greece with their mighty powerful stand-

ing armies, and great pyramids can only be traced to their once grandeur

by searching through the crumbled ruins, and dusty records of other cen-

turies.

Our own nation, while having been kept together through patriotic ef-

forts, and a safe Statesmanship, unless we root from out of the body poli-

tic all of those tendencies looking toward the establishing of a Socialistic,

or Bolshevist government, we will as a nation meet the same fate that has

befallen the wrecked nations of the past.

PROHIBITION

We rejoice in the fact, that our government has placed in the constitu-

tion the prohibition of intoxicating liquors. When the amendment to the

constitution was adopted making it unlawful to distill, buy, or sell alcohol-

ic Hquors as a beverage, our Country made one long step forward, that

will cause the coming generations to count the United States as being one

of the strongest nations on the face of the globe.

EDUCATION

The nation whose inhabitants are educated, is the nation that will

stand. Our country has an educational system that is wonderful, and that

commends itself to the nations of the earth. But, in order to continue

the system of education, and build a citizenship that wijl stand 'mid the

days of reconstruction, and keep the government upon the highest plane

of citizenship, there must be a more equitable division of the school funds

as relates to the education of the rural population, as compared with those

in the cities. And, too, a better support must be guaranteed those who
are to instruct the youth of the land. There must be a rooting out of

the methods resorted to, by which the Negro in many sections of the

Country is neglected. In proportion as the total population is properly

educated, will vice and crime be eliminated.

LABOR

Your committee reaTizes that there are two mighty forces, which should

come to a closer understanding—Capital and Labor. The life of the nation

is dependent upon the laboring man, as well as upon the man who lives

by his capital. Strikes, and other labor troubles have greatly disturbed

the peace of the country, and brought on unrest, and in many ways caused

bloodshed and other like difficufties, and crime. The right to organize

for the securing of proper wages should not be denied. But, there should

be a Commission appointed by the U. S. Government, and said commis-

sion should have power to regulate labor conditions, and make it safe for

i
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every laboring man without regard to race or color to be treated and dealt

with on equal terms.

AGRICULTURE AND AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS

Our farms, f elds and gardens feed our own population and many of the

inhabitants of various other countries. The farmer should be given bet-

ter protection against the hoarders, and those who take advantage of him

through money lending, and thus make the farmer so independent, that he

can meet the competition of profiteers, and have closer dealings with the

consumer, so that the necessities of life may be cheapened.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE

•

A long step towards making the country safe from further invasion of

undemocratic laws and doctrines, was secured, when state after state gave

women the right to vote, and to participate in the affairs of State. The
womanhood of the couintry, and of the world, we believe will help to purify

politics, and keep the country safe along lines for moral uplift.

POLITICS

We have had a state of political unrest, and selfish methods in running

the country for the last seven years. Enemies of fair government, and

those who would oppress, and reduce the Negro to a complete state of Dis-

franchisement have been given the highest positions in the gift of the na-

tion, by the President. These men, ex-rebels, and sons of ex-rebels, men
who fought to keep the black man in bondage, and since the civil war,

have done everything imaginable to reduce the black man to a state of

serfdom, have stalked around the Nation's capitol and had we not been

mixed up in the great world war, which caused the energies of the govern-

ment to be used in helping to win victory of arm^, these men would have

so strengthened their forts against the Negro receiving manhood rights,

that it would have taken years to remove.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The world needs to come closer together in some kind of compact, where-

by wars may cease, and mutual understanding may be had along lines of

economic and social existence. But, the proposed League of Nations

as presented to the United States Senate by President Woodrow Wilson

was unwise, and unsafe, and had the United States Senate adopted the

plan, our country would be placed at the mercy of foreign powers, and the

world wide conquest, and victory won by the assistance of the flower of

our manhood on the battlefield of France would have forever held the

heads of our veterans down in shame and disgrace. But, thank God, the

United States Senate, led on by that wise and safe Statesman, the Hon.
Henry Cabot Lodge, of Massachusetts, held the senate in check, and
opened a way whereby the citizens of the country will be given a chance
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to state to the world our position on the League of Nations, and help form
such a Leauge as will be safe and sane.

LAWLESSNESS

Your committee notes with deep sadness and regret, that Lawlessness

and Disorder are too lightly winked at. Mob Violence, and Lynchings
of the most barbarous manner take place and the Juries in many sections

of the country fail to do their duty in hunting down the perpetrators.

As a church composed of members of the Negro race, your committee
would again call the attention of the Nation to the fact, that while we suf-

fer under the burdens brought on by the lawlessness and disorder herein

mentioned, that we have ever been loyal to the government, and in every

war for the perpetuity of the Nation we have gone forth to battle and to

die that Old Glory might wave.

The first blood spilled upon the American soil for American Indepen-

dence flowed from the wounds of the black man.
The black man's soul has been stirred to its depth by strains, of "The

Star Spangled Banner." It was Gen. U. S. Grant, who after being cut to

pieces by Confederate forces, called for the Negro soldiers and down came
the confederate flag. During the Spanish American War, and during our

unpleasant relation with the Republic of Mexico, the Negro played his

part as a hero.

During the recent world war, 400,000 Negro men, undaunted went forth

to battle, and "Over There," and here in camps, and other places, they

fought, and when the armistice was siigned, thousands of them were stat-

ioned at Metz, waiting orders to be sacrificed at the most formidable point

of the German defense, that World Democracy might obtain, and as Mr.
Wilson put it, "That the world would be made a safe place to live in."

This and more, can be said to the credit of the Negro, yet, the mid night

marauder, and the "Ku Klux Klan," and assassins go with covered face,

and dagger in hand, to kill, maim, and humiliate the Negro.

Your committee most respectfully recommend that sermons be preached

by our ministers in the future, as in the past, against crime, and law vic-

lation and that we urge our people every where to educate their children,

that they secure homes, and that in every way they practice habits of thrift

and economy.

We recommend that our people use every lawful means to contest all

laws that are inimical to Citizenship rights. We recomniend that they

cease not day nor night working to secure the right to vote, and serve

on Juries in every section of. the country. And finally, we recommend
that we follow our leaders, and through them, aind through personal efforts,

support and pray for those, in authority, and occupying positions of trust,

who are working to secure to the Negro all the rights of American Citizens.

Your committee wish to state, that we recognize in the Bishops of the

A. M. E. Church, true lea<iership, and that we believe if the chxu-ch and
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race will follow them, we will soon enjoy freedom from many of the pro-

scriptions, and humiliations that we are undergoing to day.

Respectfully submitted,

iSignedl:

J. T. BARR,C/)., E.REESE,-
W. C. CRAWFORD, L. F. FINNIE,
E. C. MITCHELL HARRY D. CANTY
E. H. FLIPPER, J. H. SMITH.

W. T. ESKRIDGE, Secretary.

Brother Thomas H. Hooper, of the North CsroHna Con-

ference, moved its adoption. Bishop Heard stated that the

motion to adopt would be acted upon in the morning.

Bishop Heard then called upon the Campbell College Sextette

to sing. They sang, "God of Israel."

Rev. Noah W. Williams, of the West Tennessee Conference,

gave notice that at sometime tomorrow he would make a motion

to reconsider so much of the Episcopal Committee's report as

refers to making South America an Episcopal District.

Rev. R. R. Wright, jr.. Editor of the Christian Recorder,

was introduced, and addressed the General Conference on the

subject, "Progress of Negro Labor for the Last Fifteen Years."

A solo, "The old familiar strain," was sung by Mrs. J. G.

Robinson.

The next speakers were Hon. Chas. Banks, of Mound Bayou,

Miss., and Rev. J. F. Griffin, of Kansas City, Kans.

Rev. W. A. Lewis, of the West Tennessee Conference, gave

notice that at some time tomorrow he would make a motion to

re-consider so much of the report of the Episcopal Committee

as refers to the Ninth District.

Rev. C. M. Tanner, of the Baltimore Conference, offered the

following resolution:

St. Louis, Mo., May 11, 1920.

To the Bishops and General Officers, Deans, and other Members of the Twenty-

sixth General Conference of the A. M. E. Church.

Realizing as we do that these are strategic moments in our national and
racial life, and;.

Whereas, Almost every other part of our body politic is presenting

its case and making its demands of the parties now beginning the battle

for the political control of this country, therefore be it
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Resolved, That the following Petition be presented to those in charge
of the campaign that they may definitely know what our demands are,

and we have knowledge of what to expect from those who seek our suffrage.

Be it also

Resolved, That a special committee of three (3) Bishops and one (1)

delegate from each Episcopal District, be appointed to see that our de-

mands be properly and promptly placed before the proper authorities.

Our Petition is as follows:

To the Republican Candidat3s for the Presidency and for Congress:

We, the members of the Committee appointed by the 26th Session of

the General Conference of the A. M. E. Church, desire to lay before you
certain conditions, complaints and demands for adjustment of difficul-

ties, under which we as a people suffer.

We represent more than one million of our people in every state and ter-

ritory of our Common Country. Our Church, after more than a hundred
and thirty years of growth and development in this country is today one

of the great influences for creation and control among the Colored people

of this country.

In every crisis of the country's need our Bishops, . Preachers and our

members led on by them have responded instantly and fully to the call

of the hour.

In the great World War we had more than 400,000 soldiers in the ranks

and raised several million dollars in Bonds and War Stamps.

But conditions at present have become intolerable for our people, in

many sections of the country. We are in daily contact with these in-

tolerable conditions and with our people's unhappy lot after these years

of freedom, and in face of the splendid pronouncements made in the time

of War, we are all but driven to desperation. We come to you as those

who represent the greatest political party in America, and the party to

which we, as a people have paid unfailing devotion, and ask that the

tremendous power you exert shall be directed in our behalf.

We also wish to say here and now that we shall insist with all our power

that we be allowed to say who our representatives and spokesmen shall

be from among our people. We will no longer fellow blindly leaders from

among our people whose selection for the place as leader has been made
without our knowledge or consent. We must, as all other classes, have

something to say as to the personnel of our leaders. Selections made other-

wise will no longer receive our support nor be even silently endured.

The following represent in barest outline, the matter to which we wish

to call your attention and beg your early and favorable consideration. Let

these matters, which nothing but common justice demands be included in

your platform.
"

1. One or more representatives from the A. M. E. Church on the Ad-

visory Committee on Platform.

2. A National Anti-Lynching Law.
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3. Remedial legislation to secure the rights of franchise and unrestricted

privilege to exercise the same by all elements of our American Citizenry.

4. Abolition of "Jim Crow" cars, and the granting of identical accomo-

dation on Railroad cars, Common Carriers, Waiting rooms, etc., through-

out our federal domain.

5. Legislation to prevent segregation or discrimination in all branches

of the Federal Services, Civil or Military.

6. Legislation to prevent or punish Mob Violence.

Rev. J. L. Butler, of the Southwest Georgia Conference,

moved that the rules be suspended, and the resolution adopted,

and the motion prevailed.

Announcements were made, the Doxology sung, and the Bene-

diction was pronounced by Bishop I.N. Ross.

TENTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 12, 1920.

The General Conference convened in its tenth day's session

at 9:30 a. m., with Bishop W. H. Heard, presiding.

Hymn No. 274, "Far as Thy name is known," was lined by

Rev. J. W. Washington, of the Louisiana Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J- M. Brown, of the North Louis-

iana Conference.

• Rev. J. W. Washington, of the Louisiana Conference, led in

singing, "He's the One."

The Scripture lesson, consisting of the 27th Psalm, was read

by Rev. M. R. Dixon, cf the Mississippi Conference.

The Ritualistic service was conducted by Rev. J. B. Bell, of

the Louisiana Conference.

Rev. E. Wittenberg, of the Louisiana Conference, led in sing-

ing, "His eye is on the sparrow."

The Secretary read the journal of the ninth day, morning ses-

sion. Rev. P. C. Hunt, of the Texas Conference moved to adopt.

Rev. Solomon Porter Hood, of the New Jersey Conference,

made a correction. Rev. C. F. Flipper called attention to the

report of the Committee on State of the Country, and moved
its adoption. The motion prevailed.

Rev. Noah W. Williams, of the West Tennessee Conference,

gave notice that he would move a re-consideration of so much
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of the report of the Episcopal Committee as referred to South
America being made an Episcopal District.

Rev. A. P. Gray, of the Tennessee Conference, gave notice

that he would move a re-consideration of so much of the report

as refers to the Ninth District.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, gave notice

that he would move to reconsider so much of the minutes as

referred to giving the Bishops discretionary power. Rev. J. H.

H. Franklin, of the East Mississippi Conference, made the point

that since Rev. Rodgers had voted in the negative, he could not

make a motion to reconsider. The point was sustained.

The minutes were approved.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Rev. Wm.
Barnes, of the Northeast Mississippi Conference, moved that

the minutes be approved. The motion carried.

The minutes of the evening session were read, and on motion

of Brother B. J. Jones, of the East Florida Conference, adopted.

Rev. S. J. Johnson, of the Southwest Texas Conference, was

called to re-read the report of the Episcopal Committee for the

information of the house.

Rev. N. W. Williams, of the West Tennessee Conference,

moved that so much of the report as made South America an

Episcopal District, be re-considered. The question was arrested

by Bishop John Hurst, who spoke against making South Amer-

ica an Episcopal District. Brother W. O. Tyler, of the Cal-

ifornia Conference, spoke against the motion. Rev. E. J.

Lunnon, of the East Arkansas Conference, made the point that

when a speaker ceases speaking to the house and begins talking

to someone else that he loses the floor. The point was sustained.

Bishop C. S. Smith was accorded the floor and he spoke,

seconding the motion to reconsider. Rev. J. F. Griffin, of the

Kansas Conference, was accorded the floor, but yielded to Bishop

H. B. Parks, who spoke against the re-consideration.

The vote was taken, and the motion to reconsider prevailed.

Rev. N. W. Williams, of the West Tennessee Conference,

moved that the Missouri, North Missouri, Southwest Missouri

Kansas and Colorado Conferences constitute the Fifth Episcopal

District, and that the California and Puget Sound Conferences
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and South America and the West Indies Islands constitute the

Eighteenth Episcopal District. The motion prevailed.

Rev. W. A. Lewis, of the West Tennessee Conference, was ac-

corded the floor.

Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference, stated that the

negative side had not been put.

A motion to adopt the minutes as read and re-considered was

made and carried.

Rev. A. P. Gray, of the Teimessee Conference, moved that

Tennessee and Kentucky, on account of seniority, be made the

Ninth Episcopal District. Rev. J. B. Carter, of the North

Alabama Conference, moved that the motion be tabled, and the

motion to table prevailed.

At this point Bishop W. H. Heard presented Bishop John

Hurst, of the Eleventh Episcopal District, as the presiding officer

of the day.

Rev. L. M. Staves, of the Northeast Mississippi Conference,

led in singing, "Saviour more than life to me."

The following telegram was read by the Secretary:

Wilmington, Del., May 11, 1920.

The General Conference, of the A. M. E. Church, St. Louis, Mo.,

Please express my thanks to the General Conference. It gives me
great pleasure to work in the interest of education and the hearty response

of those of your race is an inspiration and incentive to accomplish good

results.

PIERRE S. DUPONT.

A quartette from Bartow, Florida, sang.

Rev. S. H. Savage, of the South Florida Conference, presented

Bishop John Hurst a gold medal in behalf of the Eleventh Epis-

copal District.

Mrs. S. D. Houston, of Florida, presented a medal to Mrs.

Hurst, in behalf of the women of Florida, and in token of their

appreciation for the work done by her in the missionary cause.

Recommendation 7, of the report of the Committee on Colleges

and Universities, was read, and by motion of Rev. Wm. D. John-

son, of the Southwest Georgia Conference, tabled.

The Committee on the Sunday School Union submitted its

report as follows:
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St. Louis, Mo., May 7, 1920.

To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-sixth Session of the General Con-

ence of the A. M. E. Church.

We, your Committee have examined the books and papers of this de-

partment, and find that they have been verified and compared with the

financial exhibits A. B. and C, as shown on page 20-39 of the quadrennial >

report read by the Secretary-Treasurer of the Sunday School Union.

The increased assets for the present quadrennium have been most encou-

raging, if not altogether startling. Mainly the Cornelius property, the

Herstburg property, the Evans property, the Capital Engraving property,

the new printing press, the new Intertype Type-setting Machine, the ad-

ditional building and the Automobile truck. All this having been added

since last quadrennium.

We call attention to the much needed change of the Charter as recom-

mended by the Secretary-Treasurer and President of the Board of the

Sunday School Union, and think the sooner, the better.

1. That the General Conference authorize the Financial Secretary to

pay to the Sunday School Union $313.09 the amount due this Department

at the time of the death of Mrs. Laura Lemon Turner for work done on

the Missionary Recorder.

2. That the present Board of Managers of the Sunday School Union

be and is hereby authorized to amend the Charter for the management of

the Sunday School Union that shall vest the final say in all matters con-

cerning its welfare in the General Conference A. M. E. Church.

3. That in order that Recommendation No. 2, may be carried out with

the least agitation and the interests of the general Church may be best con-

served, that the personnel of the Board of Managers remain the same.

We recommend Bishop J. S. Flipper, President of the Board of Mana-
gers for the manner in which he has overlooked the institution, bringing

success to the work from every angle.

We further commend Mr. Ira T. Bryant, Secretary-Treasurer, for his

indomitable will power and the evidences of love for the Church in the

growth cf this institution, the business tact and acumen of Mr. Bryant

in the display of his large vision.

Recommendations.

G. W. BEAMON,
J. A. HADLEY, Chmn.,

CHAS. E. WILSON,

J. P. B. RICHARD,
C. C. JOHNSON,
N. Z. GRAHAM, Secy.,

W. H. THOMAS,
J. W. SHUMPERT,
I. J. PRUITT,
N. W. COLEMAN,
J. H. SMITH,

R. L. STARKEY,
J. S. COLLINS,
H. H. LONG,
J. W. BUTLER,
F. M. GOW,

A. DEVER.
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Rev. p. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, moved that

the report be adopted. Prof. John R. Hawkins, Financial vSec-

retary, amended the motion, moving that Section No. i be sent

to the Committee on Temporal Economy. The amendment
prevailed.

Rev. vS. P. West, of the Ohio Conference, mm^ed that the re-

port be adopted as amended, and the motion carried.

Rev. George D. Carnes, of the North Carolina Conference,

read the report of the Committee on Conference Boundaries.

Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Conference, moved
that the time be extended fifteen minutes, while the report was

being read, and the motion prevailed.

Bishop John Hurst then presented little Theodosia Coppin,

the daughter of Bishop Coppin.

The Doxology was sung and the Benediction was pronounced

by Bishop John Hurst.

TENTH DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference re-assembled at 2 :3o p. m., Bishop

John Hurst, D. D., presiding.

Rev. N. Z. Graham, of the West Florida Conference lined hymn
No. 278, "Fm not ashamed to own the I<ord."

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. D. Potter, of the West Florida

Conference.

Rev. H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, led in sing-

ing, "Yield not to temptation."

Rev. N. B. Morton, of the East Tennessee Conference, moved
that the report of the Committee on Boundaries be adopted as

read: Rev. W. A. Lewis, of the West Tennessee Conference,

moved to amend by placing Lewis, Hardin and Wayne Counties

in the West Tennessee Conference. Rev. George D. Carnes

made a statement concerning the report, and the amendment
prevailed.

Rev. J. O. Haithcox, of the Ohio Conference, moved as an

amendment that Newark be attached to the Ohio Conference.

Rev. O. W. Childers, of the North Ohio Conference, moved that

the amendment be tabled. The motion to table was lost, and the

original motion prevailed.
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Dr. Charles Bundy, of the North Ohio Conference, also spoke

concerning Newark. Rev. John Harmon of the Augusta Georgia

Conference, made the point of order that the order of the day was
the report of the Committee on Revision and was sustained.

The committee read its report and action upon the same was
deferred until the third reading.

The committee read for the third time the report of the Com-
mittee Legalizing the Bishops' Council. Rev. P. W. Rogers, of

the Louisiana Conference moved that lines 13 and 14 be adopted,

and the motion prevailed. Rev. J. E. Jackson, of the North

Carolina Conference, moved that lines 15 throughd 19 be adopted,

and the motion prevailed. Rev. A. D. Avery, of the Western

North Carolina Conference, moved to adopt lines 20 through 25,

changing the word "legalize" to "regulate." The motion pre-

vailed. Bishop J. S. Flipper moved to eliminate lines 26 through

29, and the motion carried. I,ines 30 through 37 were read, and

Rev. George W. Robinson, of the West Kentucky Conference

moved adoption; Bishop J. S. Flipper moved an amendment,

striking out lines 30 and 31, and the amendment prevailed. Lines

38 through 40 were read, and by motion of Rev. E. D. WiUiams,

of the Louisiana Conference, adopted. lines 41 and 42 were

read, and by motion of Rev. J. D. Cowan, of the Western North

Carolina Conference, adopted. Lines 43 and 44 were read. Rev.

E. S. H. Ousley, of the Northwest Mississippi Conference, moved
adoption, and the motion carried. Lines 45 and 46 were read,

and Rev. S. L. Bate?, of the Alabama Conference, moved to

adopt. Rev. V. M. Townsend, of the Arkansas Conference,

moved as a substitute that the lines be stricken, whereupon the

committee withdrew them. Lines 47 through 49 were ruled out

by the presiding officer. Lines 5c through 53 were read. Rev.

H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference, moved adoption and

the motion prevailed. Lines 54 through 57 were eliminated.

Lines 59 through 61 were adopted. Lines 62 through 63 were

adopted by motion of Rev. R. V. Branch, of the Georgia Con-

ference. Lines 64 through 66 were withdrawn by the committee.

Lines 67 through 69 were read and adopted by motion of Rev.

H. D. Canady, of the Atlanta Georgia Conference. Brother
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H. R. Baranco, of the Louisiana Conference, moved that the re-

port be adopted as amended, and the motion prevailed.

The subsequent report of the Committee on Revision was read

for the third time. By motion of Rev. L': S. Overall, of the East

Arkansas Conference, lines i through 5 were adopted. Lines

6 and 7 were read and adopted by motion of Rev. J. H. Lynn

of the Northeast Texas Conference. Lines 8 through 10 were

read, and Rev. T. L. Scott, of the Chicago Conference moved to

adopt. Rev. George F. Woodson, Dean of Payne Theological

Seminary offered an amendment, giving Licenciates credit for

the time they spend in Theological schools. Rev. T. James

Williams, of the South Florida Conference, moved to lay the

amendment on the table. The motion to table was lost by a vote

of 263 for the amendment and 200 against, and the amendment

was declared adopted. Lines 9 through 16 were read, and by

motion of Bishop J. S. Flipper, they were stridden. Brother

H. R. Baranco moved that the report be adopted as a whole

as amended, and the motion prevailed.

Rev. Wm. D. Johnson, of the Southwest Georgia Conference

read a resolution, making the FUpper Key-Davis University one"

of the schools of the church, and moved the adoption of the

resolution, and the motion carried.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference read a

resolution, which was ruled out on point of order made by

Bishop J. S. FHpper.

Rev. W. P. Q. Byrd, of the Northwest Mississippi Conference

read the report of the Committee on Financial Secretary's Report.

St. Louis, Mo., May 12, 1920.

To the Bishops, General Officers, College Presidents, Deans of our Theologi-

cal Seminaries and Delegates of the Twenty-sixth General Conference of

the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

We, your Committee on the Financial Secretary's report beg leave to

submit our report as follows:

For convenience we have divided our report into two sections: First,

that which relates to the receipts and expenditures of the funds of the de-

partment, and Secondly, that which relates to the recommendations.
Sec. 1, Financial: Receipts

—

First fiscal year endmg March31, 1917_ $ 90125.48
Second fiscal year ending March 31,1918 97496 .03

Third fiscal year ending March 31, 1919 111812.35
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Fourth fiscal year ending March 31, 1920 $120372 .57

Total Receipts to March 31, 1920 419856 .43

By credit balance brought forward March 31, 1916 35458.65

Making a grand total of $455315 .58

Disbursements by fiscal years:

—

March 31, 1916 to March 31, 1920

First fiscal year March 31, 1916 to March 31, 1917 $ 98175.96

Second fiscal year, March 31, 1917 to March 31, 1918 75144 .99

Third fiscal year, March 31, 1918 to March 31, 1919 79776 .23

Fourth fiscal year, March 31, 1919 to March 31, 1920 I-. 111563 .10

Total disbursements March 31, 1916 to March 31, 1920 ._$364660 .28

Cash credit balance March 31, 1920 90655 .30

Making a grand total of $455315 .58

Sec. 2. Recommendations.

First, that (uniform reports) is approved and referred to the Commit-
tee on Revision of Discipline.

Second, (depository for all reports) is approved and referred to Commit-

tee on Revision of Discipline.

Third, (change of charter) is approved and referred to the members
of the Financial Board for their prompt action.

Fourth, (the Book Concern mortgage) and the (Home's Farm mort-

gage Wilberforce University), both be cancelled as referred to on page

133 in Financial Secretary's report; provided it shall still appear that both

of these properties are free of debt.

Fifth, the general plan to properly provide for our conference dependents

be referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy.

Sixth, that the special commission campaign, be referred to the Commit-
tee on Temporal Economy.

Seventh, we recommend that in the handling of the moneys of the depart-

ment all funds not required for immediate use be so deposited that the

department may receive any interest accruing therefrom.

Eighth: Special Recommendation:

—

We further strenuously condemn the practice of paying to the Financial

Department any part of the 40 per cent Dollar Money in personal checks.

A Statement.

The committee enquired into the money lost in 1914 through the Lewis

Johnson Banking Company. We find that there have been no dividends

paid and no collections made from the said defunct bank.
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Final Statement.

After a careful and extended review of the handling of the moneys of

the department, it gives us great pleasure to report that every item has

been verified and the books and vouchers were found to be accurate in

every detail which they covered. We also wish to record our approval of

the business like methods of our secretary and the Financial Board. We
feel that we are to compliment ourselves upon having so able and

efficient ofl^icer as Dr. John R. Hawkins, to handle and disburse with such

consummate skill so large an amount of money. His report is not only

a source of great satisfaction to us, but also a racial triumph in the

business world.

Faithfully submitted,

C. M. TANNER, Chnin.,

0. L. MOODY, Vice Climn.,

W. P. Q. BYRD, Secretary,

M. H. LEATH, Assistant., Secy.

Comniiliee on Financial Secy's., Report

First District: R. J. Williams, D. J. Brown, Walter Mason, I. S. Jacobs.

Second District: George D. Jimerson, P. A. Richardson, E. W. Smith, C.

M. Tanner.

Ttiird District: J. M. Henderson, J. O. Haithcox, R. H. Moore, T. M.
Brown.

Fourlli District: J. P. Q. Wallace, S. L. Birt, Aaron E. Malone, Jno. W.
Frazier, James W. Hall.

Fiftli District: W. H. Burnett, J. T. Smith, James Washington, W. B.
Brooks, A. M. Ward, J. B. Isaacs, J. F. Sage.

Sij-th District: W. 0. P. Sherman, W. Boyd Lawrence, C. J. Jones,

John Cooper, W. J. Williams, C. P. Hobbs, J. S. Downs.
Seventh District: T. J. Miles, D. P. Pendergrass, I. J. Pruitt, E. H. Coit.

Eighth District: S. S. Stephens, C. F. Billings, L. M. Staves, D. R.

Morant, H. M. Pillow, E. Wittenburg, H. A. Belin, W. P. Q. Byrd.

Ninth District: A. D. W. Mitchell, E. L. Martin, P. S. Moten, J. S.

Tompkins, N. W. Williams, D. H. Butler, W. A. Anderson, M. H. Leath.

Tenth District: W. M. Teirs, W. H. Truss, W. R. Roberts, S. M. Kirk.

Eleventh District: S. H. Betts, R. T. Gordon, R. D. McLin, S. J. Patter-

son, S. M. Gibbs, H. Y. Tooks.

Twelfth District: A. E. Hubbard, L. J. Johnson, I. H. Hawkins, W. M.
Winston, W. L. Taylor, A. A. Fleming, J. H. Clayborne, O. L. Moody.

Thirteenth District: A. L. Brisbane, J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District: S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth District: J. M. Butler, W. H. Jones, R. H. W. Pinkett, Austin

Richardson, S. E. Churchstone Lord.

Rev. J. H. Allison, of the Central Alabama Conference, moved
that the report be adopted. Rev. P. C. Hunt, of the Texas Con-
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ference offered objections. Rev. S. J. Mabote, of the Transvaal

Conference moved as an amendment that all pertaining to the

40 per cent from South Africa be stricken from the report. The
amendment prevailed, and the report was adopted as amended.

Rev. J. C. Beckett, of the Philadelphia Conference, read the

report of the Committee on the Book Concern, as follows:

To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the A. M.E. Church,

in Twenty-sixth Session Assembled, St. Louis, Mo., May 12, 1920.

We, your Committee on the Book Concern, having examined the report

of Dr. R. R. Wright, jr.. Business Manager of the Book Concern, of the A.

M. E. Church, and Editor of the Christian Recorder, beg to report that we
find the same to be correct, and make the following recommendations:

(1) That Recommendation No. 2, of Dr. Wright's report be adopted,

providing for the separation of the business management of the Book Con-

cern from the Christian Recorder, as outlined in the report, turning over

to the Editor the entire control of the Christian Recorder, and he be known
as the Managing Editor; and to the Business Manager of the Book Concern

all other business according to the recommendation of the present Business

Manager; and he be known as Business Manager of Book Concern; both of

whom shall be subject to the Board of Publication.

(2) We recommend that the Christian Recorder be published at the Book
Concern.

(3) That in view of the unprecedented growth of the Book Concern's

business, that the purchase of a new site be approved, and details be left

to the Board of Publication.

(4) That in view of the complete payment of the Book Concern debt,

for the first time in fifty years, we heartily commend Dr. R. R. Wright, jr.,

under whose wise management this great achievement wals wrought.

Committee:

A. L. SAMPSON, Ch'mn., J. C. BECKETT, Sec'y.,

S. S. MORRIS, T. L. SCOTT,
M. A. FOUNTAIN, J. H. ALLISON,
H. R. BARANCO, D. M. BAXTER,
J. C. COLLINS, J. A. EASTON,
W. T. ANDERSON, A. L. BRISBANE,
J. B. ISAACS, W. H. JONES

Rev. O. L. Moody, of the East Arkansas Conference, moved
that the report be adopted. Bishop C. S. vSmith made the ob-

servation that Section ONE of the report was legislation, and

should be referred to the Committee on Revision, and the presid-

ing officer so ruled. The remainder of the report was adopted.
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The Committee on Bible Cause rendered its report as fol-

lows :

St. Louis, Mo., May, 1920.

To the Bishops and Members of this General Conference.

We, the Committee on Bible Society, beg to submit this our report:

We have carefully discussed and viewed the Bible Cause from every angle

and every viewpoint, and can but say great good can and will be derived

from the Bible Society, knowing that the Bible should be distributed world-

wide, that the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ may be diffused throughout

the world, and that the people of all nations may become followers of Jesus

Christ. And the only way this can be accomplished largely is through the

Bible Society, and one of the reasons so few of our people are Christians

is because they have failed to read the Bible; and

Whereas, The Bishops in their recommendations, have recommended

that the Bible Society become one of the main features of the Church; and

Resolved, That the actions of the Bishops be approved by this General

Conference.

As one of the ministers is already on the staff of the Bible Society doing

field work. Be it further

Resolved, That each minister be required to collect One Dollar a year,

to be paid at the Annual Conference for said cause.

Respectfully slibmitted, your committee:

L. G. DUNCAN, Chm'n E. B. MACK,
THOMAS H. HOOPER, H. A. PETTUS,
B. J. JONES, C. JOHNSON,
J. A. DEWITT MARTYN, J. P. B. RICHARDS,
J. Y. TANTSI, H. J. BAKER,
GEO. W. TEETERS, P. W. ROGERS, Sec'y.

The report was adopted by motion of Rev. C. A. Wingfield,

of the Macon Georgia Conference.

Rev. R. J. "Williams, of the Philadelphia Conference, led in

singing, "Saviour lead me lest I stray."

Prof. John R. Hawkins, Financial Secretary, introduced to

Bishop John Hurst, Gen. Julian S. Carr, of North Carolina;

Bishop Hurst in turn presented General Carr to the General

Conference. General Carr addressed the Conference. Bishop

Hurst led in singing "Beulah land." Prof. John R. Hawkins
responded to General Carr. Bishop Hurst led in singing, "Amaz-
ing grace, how sweet the sound." Rev. Solomon Porter Hood
read and moved to adopt the following resolution:

"Resolved, That we have heard with pleasure and profit. Gen. Julian S.

Carr, of North Carolina, and we welcome him in our midst, since it is such

open-minded and fair-minded Christian men as he, that notwithstanding
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the dark clouds that sometimes hang upon the horizon, are the bright stars

which herald the dawn of a rising day, when the Sun of Righteousnes shall

arisie with healing in His wings, and all men shall be brothers in Jesus

Christ."

The motion to adopt the resolution prevailed.

By request, Dr. F. D. Lytes, of Arkansas, sang, ''Just keep

smiling as you go."

Bishop Hurst announced that an interesting meeting would
be held tonight. Addresses to be made by Revs. S. H. Savage,

S. S. Morris, W. H. Peck, Prof. C. H. Johnson and Rev. S. Porter

Hood.

A resolution pertaining to the address of Congressman L.

C. Dyer, was read by Rev. H. P. Anderson, and by motion of

Rev. C. F. BilHngs, of the East Mississippi Conference, was
adopted.

Rev. P. C. Hunt, of the Texas Conference, offered a bill asking

aid for the church at Lufkin, Texas. The same was referred to

the Committee on Church Extension.

The Doxology was sung, and the Benediction was pronounced

by Bishop W. W. Beckett.

TENTH DAY—Evening Session.

The General Conference was called to order at 8 p. m., by
Bishop John Hurst.

Rev. A. Jackson, of the Central Florida Conference lined

hymn No. 277, "Jesus, the name high over all."

Prayer was offered by Rev. R. A. Grant, of the East Florida

Conference.

Bishop Hurst then hned "Come Thou Almighty King," and
the same was sung by the Conference.

Bishop Hurst introduced Prof. C. H. Johnson, of Wilberforce

University, as the first speaker. Prof. Johnson used as his

subject: "The Real Problem."

A Swiss song was sung as a solo by Madame Herriott, of St.

Louis.

Bishop Hurst presented Rev. Solomon Porter Hood as the

next speaker. At this point the Episcopal Committee came
and made a report recommending the election of five Bishops

and fixing the time for the sajne. Prof. John R. Hawkins moved
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the adoption of the report, including the election of the General

Officers. The motion prevailed, and the report was adopted

as amended.

Miss Tyree Feldcr sang a solo.

Rev. John Wesley Arnold, of Payne Theological Seminary,

sang, "Teach me to live."

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference,

moved that Tuesday night be fixed as the time for the adjourn-

ment of the General Conference. An amendment was offered

striking out Tuesday night and inserting Wednesday night.

The amendment prevailed.

The Conference adjourned. Benediction by Bishop John

Hurst.

ELEVENTH DAY—Continuous Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 13, 1920.

The General Conference convened at 9:30 a. m., with Bishop

John Hurst, presiding.

Rev. S. H. Savage, of the South Florida Conference, lined

hymn No. i, "O for a thousand tongues to sing."

Prayer was offered by Rev. I. H. Dixon, of the Central Florida

Conference.

The Scripture lesson, consisting of a part of the first chapter

of St. John was read by little Eloise Theodosia Coppin, the

daughter of Bishop L. J. Coppin, she being four years old.

Bishop Coppin led in singing, "I think when I read the sweet

story of old."

The ritualistic service was conducted by Bishop John Hurst.

Rev. S. E. Churchstone lord and wife, of Hayti, sang, "The
race of Allen in conclave."

Rev. Wm. D. Johnson, Secretary, then read the minutes of

the previous day's morning session, and by motion of Rev. C. W.
Dunlap, of the Columbia Conference, they were adopted.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read and adopted

by motion of Rev. James Murray, of the East Florida Con-
ference.
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The minutes of the evening "session were read. Rev. S. L.

Brooks, of the North Missouri Conference, moved that the

minutes be adopted. Rev. C. A. Wingfi.eld, of the Macon
Georgia Conference, gave notice that at the proper time, he
would move a reconsideration of so much of the minutes as fixed

Wednesday night as the time for the final adjournment of the

General Conference. Rev. J. O. Haithcox, of the Ohio Con-
ference, made the point.that as Rev. C. A. Wingfield had voted

in the negative he could not make a motion to reconsider, and
the point was sustained.

At this point, Bishop John Hurst yielded the chair to Bishop

Wm. D. Chappelle, as the presiding officer of the day.

A committee, representing the Seventh Episcopal District,

appeared on the platform. After singing a selection, Rev. L.

F. Alston, as their spokesman, presented Bishop Chappelle

with five twenty dollar gold pieces. Mrs. L. K. Hawkins also

presented him with a South Carolina palm. Bishop Chappelle

replied, extending thanks to each of the conferences of the

Seventh Episcopal District, and to his friends from the State

of South Carolina.

Bishop Chappelle then appealed to the members of the Gen-

eral Conference for their cooperation and support in the despatch

of the business of the Conference, and announced that the order

of the day was the election of five Bishops and General Officers.

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved
that we have four tellers and four clerks of election. Rev. A.

J. Wilson, of the North Carolina Conference, moved as an

amendment that one from each Episcopal District be elected.

The amendment was accepted and the amended motion pre-

vailed.

By request of the Chairman, the Marshals purged the house.

Rev. A. H. Hayes, of Georgia, led in singing, ''A charge to

keep I have."

Rev. Luther Wiseman, of the Wesleyan Methodist Church,

was introduced to address the Conference. He said that he

would refrain at this time deHvering lengthy words of greetings

from the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Great Britain and Ire-



General Conference A. M. E. Church. 137

land, owing to the very important matter engaging the attention

of the Conference at this time.

Bishop C. S. Smith responded in behalf of the General Con-

ference, and read a resolution authorizing the bishops to appoint

delegates to represent the A. M. E. Church at the Ecumenical

Conference to meet in London, September, 192 1. Rev. I. J.

Pruitt, of the Columbia Conference, moved the adoption of the

resolution and the motion prevailed.

Bishop Chappelle requested each District delegation to nom-
inate a Teller of election, which resulted as follows

:

First District—Rev. I. H. Ringgold.

Second District—Rev. D. L. Grady.

Third District—Rev. T. H. Brown.

Fourth District—Rev. H. W. Jamison.

Fifth District—Rev. W. H. Burnett.

Sixth District—Rev. C. L. Williams.

Seventh District—Rev. E. H. McGill.

Eighth District—Rev. G. C. Bryant.

Ninth District—Rev. R. E. Brooks.

Tenth District—Rev. H. A. Carr.

Eleventh District—Rev. R. A. Grant.

Twelfth District—Rev. G. H. Evans.

Thirteenth District—Rev. J. P. Richards.

Fourteenth District—Rev. S. J. Mabote.

Fifteenth District—Rev. Joseph Gomez.

The Conference then sang hymn No. 459, "Jesus, Lord, we

look to Thee," which was lined by Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle,

and led by Bishop Evans Tyree, of the First Episcopal District.

Prayer was offered by Bishop Evans Tyree.

Rev. I. M. Burgan, Dean of the Theological Department of

Paul Ouinn College, led in singing, "I am Thine, O Lord."

Bishop Chappelle then gave instructions with regards to the

ballots, and ordered the roll call. Ballots were cast resulting

as follows:

A. H. Attaway, i ; Geo. F. Woodson, i ; A. J. Wilson, i ; R. V.

Branch, i ; E. Wittenberg, i ; S. H. Betts, i
; J. A. Jones, i ; S.

S. Morris, i ; H. Y. Arnett, i ; S. P. W^est, i ; C. W. Dunlap, i

;

H. T. Montgomery, i ; L. H. Smith, i ; H. E. Stewart, i ; L. A.

Townsley, i
; John Harmon, i ; C. S. Long, i ; C. M. Manning, i

;

J. W. Johnson, i ; S. J. Channell, 2 ; J. W. Washington, 2 ; S. D.
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Roseborough, 2 ; S. L. Brooks, 3 ; F. D. Lampton, 3 ; S. J. Mabote,

3; W. E. Walker, 3; R. H. Singleton, 3; C. R. Walker, 3; H. N.

Newsome, 5; H. D. Canady, 6; R. B. Brooks, 8; Sandy Simmons,

9; D. J. Brown, 11; T. J. Askew, 12; F. R. Sims, 14; R. C. Hol-

brook, 19; W. G. Alexander, 17; J. W. Walker, 17; R. J. Williams,

19; R. S. Jenkins, 25; J. H. Allison, 8; E. J. Howard, 46; E. H.

Hunter, 51; R. W. Mance, 55; C. P. Cole, 54; J. R. Ransom, 57;

C. R. Tucker, 68; J. J. Morant, 69; S. A. Williams, 85; S. P.

Felder, 93; A. L. Gaines, 97; W. H. Mixon, 104; A. H. Hill, 106;

J. A. Gregg, 115; J. C. Caldwell, 121; J. W. Rankin, 141; R. C.

Ransom, 146; W. T. Vernon, 178; W. S. Brooks, 235; W. A.

Fountain, 252; A. J. Carey, 321; Wm. D. Johnson, 372. Total

number of votes cast, 620; necessary to choice, 311. Rev. Wm.
D. Johnson, of the Southwest Georgia Conference and Rev.

A. J. Carey, of the Chicago Conference, having received a major-

ity of all the votes cast, were declared elected.

Bishop Chappelle then announced that the General Conference

had ordered the election of five Bishops, but only two were elected

on the first ballot, and that we must now cast our ballots for

three more Bishops.

The roll was again called and ballots were cast resulting as

follows

:

R. E. Wilson, I ; H. T. Montgomery, i; E- D. Robinson, i;

W. G. Alexander, i ; S. A. Maloney, 2 ; J. J. Morant, i ; C. N.

Gibbons, 3; Sandy Simmons, i ; L. H. Smith, Sr., i ; S. D. Rose-

borough, i; J. W. Washington, 3; T. J. Askew, 3; R. C. Hol-

brook, 2; R. S. Jenkins, 6; J. H. Alhson, 8; J. W. Walker, 4; R.

W. Mance, 10; S. A. Williams, 79; M. W. Thornton, 12; E. H.

Hunter, 17; A. L. Gaines, 58; S. P. Felder, 65; W. H. Mixon,

80; J. C. Caldwell, 105; A. H. Hill, iii; J. W. Rankin, 148; R. C.

Ransom, 182; W. A. Fountain, 272; W. T. Vernon, 278; W.
Sampson Brooks, 319.

Rev. W. Sampson Brooks, of the Baltimore Conference having

received the majority of all the votes cast, was declared elected.

The roll was again called and the third ballot was taken, re-

sulting in the election of Revs. Wm. T. Vernon and Wm. A.

Fountain, who received 400 and 31 1 votes respectively.
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Bishop Chappelle then announced a recess until 9:30 a. m.,

Thursday.

TWELFTH DAY

—

Being a Continuation of the Eleventh
Day'vS Session.

The General Conference re-assembled at 9:30 a. m., Friday,

May 14th, with Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle, presiding.

Hymn No. 192, "O for a closer walk with God," was lined by

Rev. P. J. Chavis, of the South Carolina Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. C. W. Dunlap, of the Columbia

Conference.

"We afe pressing on the upward way," was sung by Rev. J.

E. Brown, of the Northwest Mississippi Conference.

Rev. T. H. Wiseman, of the Columbia Conference, read the

23rd Psalms for a vScripture lesson.

Rev. C. P. Hobbs, of the South Georgia Conference, led in

singing, "I will guide thee."

Rev. L. R. Nichols, of the Palmetto (S. C.) Conference, con-

ducted the ritualistic services.

Hymn No. 297, "Let Zion's watchmen all awake," was lined

by Rev. J. L. Benbow, of the Columbia Conference.

Bishop Chappelh then stated that this is a continued session

to complete the election of General Officers. He stated also

that he had some rulings to make concerning chartered Institu-

tions of the A. M. E. Church, which at his request, the Sec-

retary read. Rev. C. W. Dunlap, of the Columbia Conference,

moved to adopt the rulings as read; Bishop Chappelle stated

that they were rulings by a Bishop and needed no adoption.

Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference, rising to a

point of order, stated that the General Conference is now in

session, and anything done must be acted upon by the General

Conference in order to become effective.

Rev. K. C. Holt, of the Western North Carolina Conference,

rising to a point of order, stated that the matter before us now
is not germane to the order of the day, and was sustained.
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Bishop Chappelle announced that we would proceed to the

order of the day, and that the first officer to be elected was
Manager of the Book Concern.

The roll was called, and the balloting began for the election of

General Business Manager. Total number of votes cast, 568.

Necessary to choice, 285. The ballot showed the following

votes received: R. R. Wright, 2 ; A. P. Gray, 8; M. F. Sydes, 12;

C. A. Wingfield, 20; W. H. Edwards, 24; D. H. Butler, 49; D. A.

Hart, 62 ; W. T. Anderson, 91 ; D. M. Baxter, 308.

Rev. D. M. Baxter, of the East Florida Conference, having

received a majority of all the votes cast, was declared elected

General Business Manager.

Bishop Chappelle then stated that the next officer to be elected

was Editor of the Christian Recorder. Rev^ H. W. Jamerson,

of the Illinois Conference, moved that the rules be suspended,

and that Rev. R. R. Wright be elected by acclamation. After

much discussion pro and con, the presiding officer ruled the

motion out of order, and requested that the roll be called to

ballot for the Editor of the Christian Recorder, which was

done. Total nujnber of ballots cast, 585; necessary to choice,

293. The ballot showed the following result: A. J. Wilson, i:

J. W. Walker, 2; J. H. H. Franklin, 106; R. R. Wright, Jr., 448.

Rev. R. R. Wright, Jr., having received a majority of all the

votes cast was declared elected Editor of the Christian Recorder.

Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle stated that he understood that the

only candidate for Financial Secretary against Prof. John R.

Hawkins had withdrawn, and if that was true, he would entertain

a motion to elect Prof. Hawkins by acclamation. Rev. S. H.

Betts, of the West Florida Conference, moved that the Secretary

of the General Conference be authorized to cast the vote of the

General Conference for Prof. John R. Hawkins, for Financial

Secretary. The motion prevailed, and the Secretary cast the

ballot, and Bishop Chappelle declared Prof. John R. Hawkins

elected Financial Secretary of the A. M. E. Church.

Bishop Chappelle then stated that he understood that there

were no candidates in the field against Prof. A. S. Jackson, for

Secretary of Education, and if the same was true, he would en-

tertain a motion to elect Prof. A. S. Jackson by acclamation.
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whereupon, Rev. R. II. Buniry, of the Pittsburg Conference,

moved that the vSccretary be empowered to cast the vote of the

General Conference for the election of Prof. A. S. Jackson. This

was done, and Bishop Chappelle declared Prof. A. S. Jackson

duly elected Secretary of Education.

Bishop Chappelle then announced a recess until 2 p. m.

Afternoon.

The General Conference re-assembled at 2 p. m., with Bishop

W. D. Chappelle presiding.

Rev. J. C. Watkins, of the Northeast South Carolina Con-

ference, lined hymn No. 462, "Try us O God and search the

ground."

Prayer was offered by Rev. W. C. Crawford, of the Palmetto

Conference.

By request of Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle, the Secretary called

the roll of secretaries and tellers of election.

Rev. G. B, Brown, of the Louisiana Conference, led in singing,

"Saviour more than life to me."

Bishop Chappelle then ordered the roll called to ballot for the

election of Missionary Secretary. Total ballots cast 560, neces-

sary to choice, 281. The ballot resulted as follows: D. H.

Johnson, i ; N. W. Williams, 18; H. P. Anderson, 31; D. A. Per-

rin, 31 ; J. B. Carter, 31 ; C. E. Brooks, 44; F. R. C. Durden, 69;

J. W. Rankin, loi; C. M. Tanner, 155. Bishop Chappelle de-

clared that the ballot resulted in no election and ordered the

roll called for a second ballot.

Revs. J. B. Carter, C. E. Brooks, and H. P. Anderson withdrew

from the race in favor of Rev. F. R. C. Durden. Rev. D. A.

Perrin, also withdrew.

The roll was called for a second ballot. Total number of

votes cast, 604, necessary for choice, 303.

Rev. C. M. Tanner received 212; Rev. F. R. C. Durden re-

ceived 148; Rev. J. W. Rankin received 125, Rev. J. E. Jackson

received 88; Rev. D. A. Perrin, 7; Rev. J. B. Carter, i. No one

having received a majority. Bishop Chappelle declared that there

had been no election for Secretary of Missions, and ordered a

recess until 9 o'clock Saturday morning.
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THIRTEENTH DAY, MAY 15TH—Continuous Session.

The General Conference was called to order by Bishop Wm. D.

Chappelle at 9 a. m.

Rev. T. H. Wiseman, of the Columbia Conference, lined Hymn
No. 133, "Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove."

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. H. Chestnut, of the South

Carolina Conference.

Rev. H. Dean, of the East Mississippi Conference, led in sing-

ing, "I Am Thine, Oh Lord."

Rev. M. A. Hollins, of the South Carolina Conference, lined

Hymn No. 326, "Talk With Us Lord, Thyself Reveal."

The Conference recited the first Psalms, led by Rev. W. R.

Austin, of vSouth Carolina.

Rev. M. H. Davis, of the Baltimore Conference moved that

the General Conference adjourn Tuesday night. May 18.

Rev. J. I. Lowe, of the Central Arkansas Conference, moved as

an amendment that we adjourn Tuesday 4 p. m. The motion

as amended was adopted.

Telegrams were read by the Secretary.

The name of C. W. A. David was ordered placed on the roll

in place of E. E. Underwood, of Kentucky.

The name of Rev. S. L. Birt, of the Fourth Episcopal District

was ordered enrolled in place of that of Bishop-elect A. J. Carey,

cf the Chicago Conference.

Bishop Chappelle announced that this was a continued session,

and. that the order of the day was the election of a Secretary of

Missions. Rev. J. E. Jackson, of the North Carolina Conference,

obtained the floor and announced his withdrawal from the race

for the Secretaryship of Missions. Rev. F. R. C. Durden, of

the Northwest Mississippi Conference, also withdrew from the

race. The ballot was then taken with the following result: J.

E. Jackson, i ; F. R. C. Durden, 2 ; C. M. Tanner, 228; J. W. Ran-

kin, 300. Total number of votes cast, 524; necessary to choice,

263. Dr. J. W. Rankin having received a majority of all the

votes cast was declared elected Secretary of Missions.

The vote for Editor of the A. M. E. Review was then taken

with the following result: P. W. Walls, i ; L. S. Overall, i ; S. E.

Churchstone Lord, 2; J. M. Henderson, 4; J. W. Jarvis, 20;
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S. P. Hood, 52; J. G. Robinson, 55; E. H. Coit, 59; R. C. Ran-

som, 354. Number of votes cast, 548, necessary to choice, 275.

Rev. R. C. Ransom, having received a majority of all the votes

was declared elected Editor of the A. M.E. Review.

Bishop B. F. Lee requested that Rev. N. W. Williams, of the

Ninth Episcopal District take the place of Bishop-elect, Wm. T.

Vernon on the Episcopal Committee, and that Rev. John W.
Pickett, alternate, take the place of Rev. Noah W. Williams, as

a regular delegate, all of the West Tennessee Conference.

The vote was then taken for Secretary of the Sunday School

Union with the following result: E. D. Lee, i ; P. W. Walls, 177;

Ira T. Bryant, 380. Number of votes cast, 558, necessary to

choice, 279. Prof. Ira T. Bryant having received a majority

of all the votes cast was declared elected Secretary of the Sunday

School Union.

The vote was then taken for Secretary of the Church exten-

sion Department with the following result: V. M. Townsend, 33;

H. Y. Arnett, 37; J. E. Beard, 62; G. B. Young, 68; J. W. Haire,

104; B. F. Watson, 262. Total number of votes cast, 558,

necessary to choice, 279. No one having received a majority

of the votes cast, Bishop Chappelle declared that no one had been

elected and ordered the roll called again.

Revs. G. B. Young, H. Y. Arnett and J. E. Beard withdrew

from the race and the second vote was taken with the following

result: V. M. Townsend, 21
; J. W. Haire, 90; B. F. Watson, 362.

Number of votes cast, 490, necessary to choice, 246. The count

not completed. Bishop Chappelle noting that Dr. B. F. Watson
had received a majority of the votes cast, stated that in order

to save time with the concurrence of the General Conference, the

count would cease and he would entertain a motion to declare

Dr. Watson elected. Rev. J W. Haire made the motion which

was carried and Dr. Watson was declared elected Secretary of

the Church Extension Department.

The vote was next taken for the Editorship of the Souihern

Christian Recorder and resulted as follows: John Harmon, 33;

G. W. Allen, 239. Number of votes cast, 408, necessary to

choice, 205. The vote not being completed. Bishop Chappelle

noting that Dr. G. W. Allen had received a majority of the
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votes cast, ordered the count to cease, and said that in order to

save time he would entertain a motion that the rules be suspended

and Dr. G. W. Allen be declared elected.

Dr. John Harmon made such a motion which was carried, and

Bishop Chappelle declared Dr. G. W. Allen duly elected Editor

of the Southern Christian Recorder.

The vote was then taken for the Editorship of the Western

Christian Recorder, which resulted as follows: J. H. Wilson, 189;

J. D. Barksdale, 202. Number of votescast, 392, necessary to

choice, 197. Before the count was completed, Bishop Chappelle

observing that D. J. D. Barksdale had received a majority of

all the votes cats, ordered the count to cease and said to save

time, he would entertain a motion for the suspension cf the rules

and the election of Dr. J. D. Barksdale. Rev. J. H. Wilson

moved that rules be suspended and that Dr. J. D. Barksdale be

declared elected Editor of the Western Christian Recorder. The
motion prevailed and Dr. Barksdale was declared elected.

Bishop Chappelle announced that the next in order was the

election of the Secretary cf t he Allen Christian Endeavor League.

Dr. J. C. Caldwell obtained the floor and thanked the members
of the General Conference for the support which they had given

him in the race for the Bishopric, and stated that he would not

stand for the Secretaryship of the Allen Christian Endeavor

League that he was going back to the pastorate and four years

hence, he would come up aain for the Bishopric.

The vote was then taken for the Secretaryship of the Allen

Clu^istian Endeavor League with the following result: Wil-

liams, i; O. L. Moody, 8; C. T. Wall, 19; C. S. Long, 205; S. S.

Morris, 235. Number of votes cast, 454, necessary to choice,

227. Rev. S. S. Morris having received a majority of all the

votes cast was declared elected Secretary of the Allen Christian

Endeavor League.

The name of Rev. J. H. Holmes was ordered enrolled in place

of that of Rev. W. M. Brown, both of the Northwest Missis-

sippi Conference.

A question arose as to the election of Bishop C. S. Smith as

Historiographer by the adoption of the report of the Episcopal

Committee.



General Conferknce A. M. E. Church. 145

Bishop Chappelle stated that he was elected, but the election

was not regular, whereupon, Rev. Joseph Gomez moved that the

rules be suspended and Bishop C. vS. Smith be elected Historio-

grapher of the A. M. E. Church. The motion prevailed and

Bishop Chappelle declared Bishop Smith elected Historiographer

of the A. M. E. Church.

Rev. W. O. Slade, of the North Georgia Conference moved
to adjourn. The motion was carried and the General Conference

stood adjourned.

SABBATH SERVICES.

St. Louis, Mo., May i6th, 19C0.

Superintendent B. W. Kennedy, of St. Paul A. M. E. Sunday
School called the Sabbath School to order and led in singing,

"Come Thou Almighty King."

Dr. J. A. Gregg, President of Edward Waters College, Jackson-

ville, Fla., was introduced and placed in charge of the school.

He took charge and led in singing, "Calling the Prodigal."

The usual form of opening was observed. Fourteen teachers

were appointed to take charge of as many classes. Rev. C. G.

Hatcher, Jr., led in singing, "Onward Christian Soldiers."

The lesson was reviewed by Bishop J. S. Flipper. After the

review, a collection of $27.61 was lifted.

Sabbath School ended, the morning services began by Bishop

B. F. Lee Uning Hymn No. 278, "I'm Not Ashamed to Own the

Lord."

Prayer was offered by Bishop J. Albert Johnson.

Hymn No. 612 was lined by Bishop C. S. Smith, "Jesus the

Truth and Power Divine."

The first Scripture Lesson was read by Bishop L. J. Coppin

and consisted of I Kings, ist Chapter beginning at the 32nd
verse and closing with the chapter. Bishop Coppin then led

in prayer.

The Decalogue was led by Bishop H. B. Parks.

The choir sang the anthem, "Unfold the Gates," and "Gloria

in Excelsis."

A collection amounting to $601.24 was lifted.

Rev. L. H. Owens sang as a solo, "He that Overcometh."
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Bishop Evans Tyree was presented and preached the Conse-

cration Sermon from Acts 20:32
—"And now, brethren, I com-

mend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to

build you up and to give you an inheritance among all them

which are sanctif7,ed."

The sermon ended the choir chanted the Lord's Prayer and the

Consecration Service was observed in the following order:

Bishop-elect William Decker Johnson was presented by Rev.

F. M. Johnson, of the Southwest Georgia Conference, assisted

by Revs. Thomas H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference;

A. L. Murray, of the Central Mississippi Conference; W. A.

Lewis, of the West Tennessee Conference and N. J. McCracken,

of the Chicago Conference. He was consecrated by Bishops

B. F. Lee and W. H. Heard.

Bishop-elect Archibald James Carey was presented by Rev.

S. L. Birt, of the Chicago Conference, assisted by Revs. W. H.

Peck, of the Missouri Conference; R. E. Wilson, of the Chicago

Conference; J. R. Ransom, of the Kansas Conference and C.

Bundy, of the North Ohio Conference. He was consecrated

by Bishops L. J. Coppin and John Hurst.

Bishop-elect William Sampson Brooks was presented by Rev.

Anderson P. Gray, of the Tennessee Conference, assisted by Revs.

Richard R. Wright, Jr., of the Philadelphia Conference; Charles

E. Allen, of the Michigan Conference and Thomas Y. Moore,

of the West Texas Conference. He was consecrated by Bishops

J. A. Johnson and J. M. Conner.

Bishop-elect William Tecumseh Vernon was presented by
Rev. Charles H. Shelto, of the West Tennessee Conference, as-

sisted by Revs. William T. Strong, of the North Mississippi Con-

ference; R. H. Bumry, of the Pittsburg Conference; J. D. Dennis,

of the East Arkansas Conference and W. B. Brooks, of the North

Missouri Conference. He was consecrated by Bishops Joshua

H. Jones and Isaac N. Ross.

Bishop-elect William Alfred Fountain was presented by Rev.

J. T. Hall, of the Macon Georgia Conference, assisted by Rev.

J. A. Lindsay, of the Atlanta Georgia Conference; A. J. Wilson,

of the North Carolina Conference; W. T. Pope, of the Central

Arkansas Conference and L. G. Duncan of the Alabama Confer-
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encc. He was consecrated by Bishops J- S. Flipper and W. I).

Chappellc.

The Consecration Service ended the Holy Kucharist was ad-

ministered, being consecrated by Bishops B. P. Lee and I. N.

Ross. The Bible was presented by Bishop W. W. Beckett,

The congregation repeated The Apostles' Creed, the same being

I
led by Bishop C. S. Smith and the benediction was pronounced

' by Bishop Evans Tyree.

SABBATH

—

Afternoon Service.

Bishop W. H. Heard, presiding, Rev. A. H. Hayes, of Georgia

led in a song service which lasted about twenty minutes.

Hymn No. 294 was announced and lined by Rev. I. J. Pruitt,

of the Columbia Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. E. D. Wilhams, of the Louisiana

Conference.

The congregation joined in singing, "Guide Me Oh Thou Great

Jehovah."

The second hymn was lined by Rev. I. J. Pruitt, "How Sweet

the Name of Jesus Sounds."

An offering was taken amounting to $45. 1 1 While the offering

was being taken Rev. A. H Hayes, of Georgia led in singing,

"Some Day," and "I've Wandered Far Away From God."

Dr. J. M. Henderson of the West Virginia Conference was
introduced to take the place of Rev. M. W. Thornton, who was
on the program to preach, but whose voice was not in physical

condition to do so. Dr. Henderson announced as his text, Leviti-

cus 32nd chapter and 19th verse.

The sermon ended Rev. I. J. Pruitt led in singing, "The Peni-

tent's Plea."

Notices were read and the benediction was pronounced by
Dr. J. M. Henderson.

League Ser\tce.

At 6:30 p. m., Dr. J. C. Caldwell, Secretary of the Allen Chris-

tian Endeavor League called the congregation to order and asked

for a song.
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Prof. E. C. Deas, of Chicago, led in singing, "Onward Christian

Soldiers."

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. N. B. Wall, of the Northeast

Oklahoma Conference.

"Blessed Assurance," was sung and after a general response to

a request of Dr. Caldwell for Scripture texts. Rev. J. T. Wil-

kinson, of the North Georgia Conference, led in singing, "This

is My Story, This is My Song," and "Leaning on the Everlasting

Arms," led by Rev. J. H. Lynn, of the Northeast Texas Confer-

ence. Rev. J. N. B. Wall, of the Northeast Oklahoma Confer-

ence led in singing, "On to Victory." Prof. E. C. Deas sang his

"Shine" song.

Rev. J. S. Hatcher, of Virginia led in singing, "Shall I Empty-
handed Go?"

Rev. E. R. Anderson, of South Carolina read the Scripture

Lesson, consisting of the third chapter of First Corinthians. Dr.

Caldwell opened and was followed in the telling of experiences

by the Christians present. Rev. A. H. Hayes, of Georgia led in

singing, "I Know the Lord." Rev. J. H. Lynn, of the North-

east Texas Conference led in singing, "Since Jesus Came Into My
Heart." The following songs were sung: "I Am Thine O Lord,"

led by Rev. J. N. B. Wall; "I Shall Know Him," by Rev. S. B.

Jones, of the Illinois Conference. Rev. D. D. Cole, of Texas,

led in singing, "He Included Me." "Jesus Keep Me Near the

Cross," was sung and the meeting closed, by all bowing in a

prayer of consecration. While on their knees, the members of

the congregation sang, "Talk With Us Lord, Thyself Reveal,"

and "To Serve the Present Age."

After repeating the slogan, "Saving others, come, let's go,"

the congregation sang, "Am I a Soldier of the Cross?"

Dr. J. C. Caldwell bade farewell to the Allen Christian En-

deavor League, as its chief Secretary and introduced Rev. S. S.

Morris, as his successor.

Rev. S. S. Morris in a few words expressed his appreciation

of the honor conferred and asked for the prayers and co-opera-

tion of the League workers and members of the church.

Rev. D. D. Cole, of Texas, led in singing, "Softly and Tenderly

Jesus is Calling."

An offering was taken amounting to ^15.72.
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Mrs. J. Lyies, of St. Louis, sang a solo entitled, "It Pays to

Serve Jesus."

The Mizpah was recited and the service closed.

SABBATH—Evening Servjce.

The service began at 8 c' clock, the choir singing, Hymn No.

;J7, "Oh For a Faith That Will Not vShrink," which was lined

hv Rev. J. W. Walker, of the East Alabama Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. G. J. Oats, of Florida.

An anthem entitled, "Credo," was sung by the choir of St.

Paul Churcli.

Rev Geo. F. Martin, of the Puget Sound Conference read the

Scripture Lesson consisting of the i ith chapter of Hebrews.

Notices were read. The choir sang, "Since Jesus Came Into

My Heart."

A collection of $76.33 was lifted.

Rev. R. D. McLin, of the Central Florida Conference was in-

troduced to preach. The choir sang— "If Jesus Goes ^\'ith

Me I'll Go."

Rev. McLin announced as his text: Hebrews nth chapter,

24-26 verses. Subject: "The Choice Aloses made."

After the sermon little Wildred Josephine Townsend was

baptized by Bishop W. H. Heard.

The doxology and recessional was sung and the benediction

was pronounced by Rev. R. D. McLin.

FIFTEENTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May 17th, 1920.

The General Conference was called to order at 9 a. m., by
Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle, of the Seventh Episcopal District.

Hymn No. 277 was lined by Rev. T. J. Myers, of the Palmetto

Conference

.

Prayer was offered by Rev. D. P. Pendergrass, of the Northeast

South Carolina Conference.

"Saviour More Than Life to Me," was sung being led by Rev.

H. H. Buckingham, of the Northeast Mississippi Conference. .
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The First Psalm was read as a Scripture Lesson, by Rev. M.
B. McPherson, of the South Carohna Conference.

Rev. L. F. Alston, of the Palmetto Conference conducted the

ritualistic service.

The second Hymn No. 152, "Grace, 'Tis a Charming Sound,"

was lined by Rev. T. J. Miles, of the Palmetto Conference.

Rev. C. P. Hobbs, of the South Georgia Conference led in

singing, "O God Our Help in Ages Past."

The minutes of Thursday's sessions were then called for, and
were read by the Secretary.

Rev. B. J. Ross, of the Georgia Conference, moved that the

minutes be adopted. After a few minor corrections had been

made the motion to adopt was carried.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read, and Rev. C.

W. Dunlap, of the Columbia Conference moved to adopt. Cor-

rections were made. Rev. T. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio
Conference arose to a point of order, which was not sustained.

The motion to adopt prevailed.

The minutes of Friday's session were then read. Rev. F. J.

Reeves of the Macon Georgia Conference moved adoption. Rev.

R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference, arose to a point of

order, which was not sustained, the presiding officer ruling that

the minutes are correct. The motion to adopt the minutes

carried.

The minutes of Friday's afternoon session were read. Rev.

W. J. Williams, of the Atlanta Georgia Conference moved that

the minutes be adopted. Corrections were noted by Revs.

J. I. Lowe, of the Central Arkansas Conference; A. D. Avery,

of the Western North Carolina Conference; J. H. H. Franklin,"

of the East Mississippi Conference; E. J. Lunnon, of the East

Arkansas Conference and J. H. Chestnut, of the South Carolina

Conference. The motion to adopt the minutes carried.

The minutes of the evening session were then read and by

motion of Rev. N. B. Morton, of the East Tennessee Conference,

they were adopted.

The minutes of Saturday's session were called for and read.

Rev. J. H. Smith, of the Tennessee Conference moved to adopt.

Corrections were made by Revs. J. W. Haire, of the East
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1
jMississippi Conference; Thos. II. Jackson, of the North Ohio

Conference; 0. W. WilHams, of the Augusta Georgia Conference;

and N. B. Morton, of the Tennessee Conference. The motion

to adopt the minutes then prevailed.

Bishop Wm D. Chappelle ruled that a delegate could fill a

\acancy on the Episcopal Committee, but that he could not re-

place himself with an alternate on his delegation.

Dr. Thos H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference moved
that the ruling of the Chairman be sustained and the motion

carried.

At this point Bishop Chappelle yielded the chair to Bishop J. H.

Jones, as the presiding officer of the day.

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference moved
that a rising vote of thanks be extended to Bishop Chappelle,

the Tellers and Clerks for their fair and impartial conduct of the

election and the motion prevailed.

Bishop C. S. Smith moved that Bishop Jones be given the

Chautauqua salute by the General Conference, as the Financial

King of the Connection, the motion prevailing, and the salute

was given.

At this point a delegation of ladies from Texas, headed by

Mrs. L. M. Hughes, appeared on the platform and presented

Bishop Jones with a floral crown. Bishop Jones accepted the

token and thanked the ladies and delegation from Texas for their

hearty support of his administration.

The Paul Quinn College Octette sang, "O Lord, Won't
You Hear Me Pray?" Being encored, they sang, "O Lord, I

Have Done What You Told Me to Do."

Bishop Jones announced that Rev. J. I. Stringer, of the South-

west Georgia Conference would take the place of Rev. Wm. D.

Johnson, now Bishop Wm. D. Johnson on the Episcopal Com-
mittee.

The Foreign Delegation, led by Rev. Wm. Mayhew, of Trinidad

British West Indies, occupied the platform and presented Dr.

J. W. Rankin with a ring. Dr. Rankin thanked them and bade

them God speed, after which they sang, "Blest Be the Tie that

Binds."
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Bishop Jones introduced Mrs. H. M. Steady, of Sierre Leone,

West Africa, to the General Conference.

The Committee on Credentials submitted its final report.

Rev- P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference moved its

adoption. Brother Willis O. Tyler, of the California Conference

arrested the motion and moved that the recommendation No. 4

relating to Carson and others and V. Thomas, and recommenda-

tion No. 5 that relates to Garrett vs. Ward be laid on the table.

The motion to table was lost and the motion to adopt prevailed.

Rev. W. P. Q. Byrd, of the Northwest Mississippi Conference

offered a resolution with reference to Rev. W. H. Braxton, of

Mississippi, and the same was adopted by motion of Rev. E. S.

H. Ousley.

Rev. W. C. Brown, Fraternal Delegate from the A. M. E. Zion

Church was then introduced and delivered the Fraternal Message

representing the A. M. E. Zion Church.

Bishop Jones then called on Rev. M. F. Sydes, of the New
England Conference to respond which he did with satisfaction

to the General Conference.

Prof. Ira T. Bryant, Secretary of the Sunday School Union,

arose to ask a question of informatioH, and asked the Secretary

of the General Conference why a certain report did not appear in

the minutes of the last General Conference. Bishop Jones ruled

that the matter was not before us.

Bishop C. S. Smith announced that arrangements had been

made to take a flash-light photograph of the General Conference,

while seated. Some objections were made to turning aside from

the work of the General Conference for the purpose of taking a

picture. Whereupon Rev. J. T. Gibbons of the West Virginia

Conference moved that the picture be taken at once. The motion

prevailed.

At this time the report of the Committee on the State of the

Country was taken for adoption. Dr. Thos. H. Jackson, of the

North Ohio Conference moved that certain words in the report

be stricken and the motion prevailed. The report was adopted

as amended.
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The Committee on Boundaries tlicn re submitted its report

which was adopted by motion of Rev. S. D. Butler, of the Texas

Conference.

The Committee on State of the Church was then called on to

report The report was read. Rev. W. H. Giles, of the Indiana

Conference asked for a ruling on the boundaries of the Indiana

Conference. Rev. S. H. Betts, of the West Florida Conference

made the point that the report of the Committee on State of the

Church is before the Conference and not that of the Committee

on Boundaries. The point was sustained and Rev. M. H. Leath,

of the Central Alabama Conference moved the adoption of the

report and the motion prevailed.

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference offered a

resolution to appoint a Committee on Political Patronage and

Activities. Rev. M. H. Davis, of the Baltimore Conference

moved its adoption; Rev. A. D. Avery, of the Western North

Carolina Conference moved as a substitute that the resolution

be tabled. The motion to table carried.

Dr. Thos. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference moved
that the Committee on Temporal Economy be requested to re-

port at 3 p. m. Carried.

A telegram was read from Dr. S. Jefferson, of Clarksville, Tenn.,

to Bishop B. F. Lee, congratulating the General Conference on

the election of Bishops William D. Johnson, A. J. Carey, W.
Sampson Brooks, W. T. Vernon and W. A. Fountain.

Announcements were made. The doxology was sung and the

Benediction was pronounced by Rev. A. L. Murray, of the Mis-

sissippi Conference.

FIFTEENTH DAY—Afternoon Session.

The General Conference was called to order at 2 130 p. m., by

Bishop J. H. Jones.

Hymn No. i, "Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing," was

lined by Rev. W. D. Miller, of the Northeast Texas Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. W. Williams, of the Texas Con-

ference.
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"I'll Be Present When the Roll is Called," was sung, being

led by Rev. J. E. Brown, of the Northwest Mississippi Confer-

ence.

Bishop Jones then called for the report of the Committee on

Revision. The report was read as follows:

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISION
j

St. Louis, Mo., May 17, 1920. ^
1 We recommend that 344, Section 2, Paragraph 3, be amended
2 so as to read, "The General supervision of the department shall

3 be in the hands of a Board composed of one (1) member from eanh

4 Episcopal District in the United States with a Bishop as Chair-

5 man, as all of other Boards of the Church. They shall be reg-

6 ularly incorporated according to law, and known as the Board
7 of Publication of the A. M. E. Church. The control of all in-

8 tefest of the Book Concern of the A. M. E. Church shall be ves-

9 ted in the aforesaid Board of Publication absolutely.

1 We further recommend that Page 347, Section 4, paragraph

2 2, following the word "paper" be added: "He shall have at his

3 disposal four (4) pages of the paper each week.

1 We recommend further, that the Constitutions of P. M.
2 and W. H. F. Societies as adopted at their Conventions be ap-

3 proved, except Articles 10 in W. H. F. and 5 in the P. M.,

4 which shall read in each Constitution as follows: "The moneys
5 of the Connectional Society shall consist of fifty (50) per cent

6 of all moneys raised by the Conference Societies, which shall be

7 forwarded from said societies to the treasurer every three

8 months, or as often as necessary, and shall report and remit same

9 to the Secretary of Missions in order that due credit may be

10 given.

1 We recommend also that Page 352, Article 3, be changed so

2 as to read: "The officers of the Union shall be a President who
3 shall be a bishop of the A. M. E. Church, a Sec'y-Treasurer

4 elected by the General Conference and Board of Managers consisting

5 of one (1) member from each Episcopal District.

Bishop Wm. H. Heard, moved that what had been read

constitute the first reading of the report and the motion carried.

Bishop Heard then moved that the previous report which

had taken first and second reading be allowed to take third

reading and the motion prevailed.

Rev. C. A. Wingfield, of the Macon Georgia Conference moved

to adopt all that had taken third reading including the section

giving the women equal lay representation in the church. Bishop
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C. S. Smith spoke in favor of the motion. The motion was sub-

mitted to vote and passed.

An appeal was made from the decision of the Chairman.

Bishop Wm. D. Johnson moved to table the appeal and the mo-

tion carried.

A request was made for a roll call, but at this time the Episcopal

Committee came in and were permitted to make a report as

follows

:

St. Louis, Mo., May 17, 1920.

To the Bishops, General Officers, College Presidents, Deans and Members of

the Ttcenly-sixth General Conference of the A. M. E. Church.

We, the members of the Episcopal Committee, beg leave to submit the

following, to-wit.

We have had before us all active Bishops of the A. M. E. Church, the

five newly elected Bishops excepted, examined them carefully, covering

the whole survey of questionaires as were suggested in our first partial

report to you in the opening days of this General Conference, and we find

that all of them, except Bishop B. T. Tanner have given close and efficient

supervision of their work in pastoral charges. Annual Conferences and Epis-

copal Districts; traveling at large in their several districts according to

the law laid down in our book of Discipline, and that too, without extra-

ordinary distress and fatigue, physically, and at the same time giving

general satisfaction to both pastors and people.

Your committee found that they have been scrupulously careful to ob-

serve and enforce every law and parts of law as set forth in the book of

Discipline. Your committee is glad to report that there has been but

three instances during this Quadrennium where exceptions were taken to

any official act or decision of any of our Bishops, and those were of minor

importance.

In the matter of appointments all of our Church Fathers seem to have
been more than ordinarily cautious along that line, only in a few instances

were noted where discretionary power was used by them in appointing a

pastor or Presiding Elder for more than five years, and in every instance

the facts justified the a)ct.

Your committee is pleased to report that the whole bench of Bishops are

a unit on the question of Church Extension, redistricting and the election

of three new Bishops to help superintend the work of the Church. Touch-
ing West Africa, your committee found that for lack of means and mater-

ial to carry on the work they all agreed to place West Africa under the su-

pervision of the Missionary Department; to this, your committee found

itself unable to agree.
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Judiciary Proceedings.

Your committee was callfed upon to take under consideration and ex-

amine into the following charges and complaints: (IJ Complaints and

grievances of the laymen and members of South Carolina versus Bishop

W. D. Chappelle; (2) W. H. Young versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle: (3)

D. H. McGill versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle; (4) R. W. Mance versus

Bishop W. D. Chappelle: (5) Miller versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle: (6)

D. E. Rice, et al Piedmont Conference versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle.

All of the foregoing charges were for maladministration of the law. These

cases were contested by legal talent on both sides and were listened to and

carefully considered by each member of the committee, and after examin-

ing the facts and weighing each case upon its merits, your committee has

dismissed the same for want of evidence and upon the grounds of irregular-

ities.

In the case of D. M. McGillj of the Columbia, S. C. Conference and D.

E. Rice, et al, of the Piedmont, S. C, Conference, in both cases as cited the

verdict was in favor of the defendant.

Case of Dan Brown versus Bishop B. F. Lee. First, an appeal from the

decision of the Bishop was not sustained by your committee, second, Dan
Brown versus Bishop Lee on charge of maladministration; the case was

decided in favor of the Bishop.

R. B. Brooks, versus Bishop John Hurst—maladministration. Case

was dismissed on account of irregularities.

Youi- committee recommends the passage of the character of all the

Bishops.

Bishop B. T. Tanner, by weight of years and physical disabilities, being

unable to attend this General Conference, it is the sense of this committee

that we extend to him our sincere sympathy and earnest prayers, and that

the Conference send him a word of cheer and good will.

After prayerful consideration we have made the following assignment

of Bishops for the ensuing Quadrennium:
First District—Bishop William H. Heard.

Second District—Bishop J. Albert Johnson.

Third District—Bishop Joshua H. Jones.

Fourth District—Bishop Levi J. Coppin.

Fifth District—Bishop Henry B. Parks.

Sixth District—^Bishop Joseph S. Flipper.

Seventh District—Bishop William D. Chappelle.

Eighth District—Bishop William W. Beckett.

Ninth District—Bishop Benjamin F. Lee.

Tenth District—Bishop William D. Johnson.

Eleventh District—Bishop John Hurst.

Twelfth District—Bishop Isaac N. Ross.

Thirteenth District—Bishop Evans Tyree.

Fourteenth District—Bishop Archibald J. Carey.

Fifteenth District—^Bishop James M. Conner.
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Sixteenth District—Bishop William S. Brooks.

Seventeenth District—Bishop William T. Vernon.

Eighteenth District—Bishop William A. Fountain.

Respectfully submitted,

A. J. Wilson, Chmn., C. P. Cole, H. K. Spearman, H. E. Daniels, J. P.

James, F. R. C. Durden, C. S. Williams, D. P. Roberts, L. R. Nichols, H.

W. Jamerson, K. C. Holt, C. R. Tucker, J. R. Ransom, Chas. Bundy, M.
R. Dixon, C. E. Brooks, N. Bembry, J. M. Wise, H. M. Steady, S. L.

Birt, D. M. Baxter, G. W. Williams, A. L. Gaines, C. E. Allen, J. W.
Lykes, A. Thomas, Joseph Gomez, J. Jenkins, J. A. Jones, R. H. Bumbry,

E. H. Hunter, W. H. Peck, R. S. Jenkins, S. F. Harris, I. G. Glass, J. W.
Haire, D. C. Deas, Wm. Barnes, J. T. Hall, G. F. David, C. A. Stewart,

G. W. Hawkins, S. P. Felder, J. R. Harvey, Geo. F. Martin, F. M. Gow,

L. G. Duncan, W. S. Johnson, E. J. Howard, S. J. Mabote, G. B. West,

R. C. Dickerson, J. I. Stringer, J. I. Lowe, M. W. Thornton, C. A. Mc-
Ghee, E. D. Robinson, A. L. Brisbane, J. W. Walker, Elijah Byrd, H. N.
Newsome, W. A. McClendon, J. Y. Tansti, J. W. M.cDade, J. J. Morant,

J. H. Wilson, P. J. Chavis, S. A. Williams, Wm. Lampkins, Noah W. Wil-

liams, M. L. PendergrafT, S. A. Harris, W. H. Thomas, J. E. Thomas, J.

W. Whitesides, H. Scott, J. D. Dennis, J. E. Toombs, M. W. Austin, R.

L. Pope, N. C. Buren, S. J. Johnson, Secrelary.

Rev. J. H. Allison, of the Central Alabama Conference moved
the adoption of the report. Attorney Vaughn, of St. Louis,

arose and asked to appeal from the decision of the Committee

to the General Conference in behalf of his client. Attorney J.

L. Mitchell, of Brooklyn, N. Y., made the point of order that

nothing is before the house but the adoption of the report. Rev.

G. W. Allen, Editor of the Southern Christian Recorder, arose to a

point of order, whereupon Attorney Mitchell appealed for a

ruling on his point of order. Bishop J. H. Jones, presiding,

ruled that inasmuch as this matter has been before the Episcopal

Committee, and the parties were still grieved, they had a right

to appeal to the General Conference. Rev. G. W. Williams, of

the Augusta Georgia Conference, moved an amendment to the

motion to the effect that all of the report except that part ruled

upon by Bishop Jones be adopted. The motion prevailed as

amended.

Dr. Thos. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference made the

point of order that no Bishop could be assigned until his character

was passed, and as there was an appeal all had not passed, there-

fore assignments were not in order. Prof. Jno. R. Hawkins,
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Financial Secretary, moved that the General Conference hold

an executive session and the motion prevailed.

The Committee on Revision continued its report.

Rev. J. W. Walker, of the Western North Carolina Conference

arose to a question of privilege and stated that the legislation

passed before the entrance of the Episcopal Committee affected

him personally and every member of the church, and requested

a roll call, so that all might vote intelligently. A roll call was

ordered by Bishop Jones.

Rev. F. J. Reeves, of the Macon Georgia Conference made a

motion to adjourn and the motion prevailed. The General

Conference adjourned to go into executive session at St. Paul

A. M. E. Church.

FIFTEENTH DAY—Evening Session.

The General Conference was called to order by Bishop J. H.

Jones, who introduced Bishop H. B. Parks to preside, the evening

having been given over to a meeting in the interest of Dr. LeRoy
Bundy.

The Lincoln School, of vSt. Louis sang an anthem entitled,

"Pigoletti," and in response to an encore, sang, "Daybreak."

Prayer was offered by Rev. G. B. Jones, of the Illinois Confer-

ence.

After prayer the Lincoln School Glee Club sang, "Dark River."

The following persons delivered speeches upon the occasion:

Dr. Charles Henry Philips, Jr., of the C. M. E. Church; Attorney

J. D. Bibb, Rev. T. L. Scott, of Chicago, with the "Chicago De-

jender."

Madame Anita Patti-Brown sang a solo entitled "La Traviata,"

and in response to an encore sang, "Coming Thru the Rye."

Bishop H. B. Parks then presented Bishop W. T. Vernon, who
also addressed the assembled congregation, making a plea for

unqualified manhood rights.

A solo, "Thank God For a Garden," was sung by Prof. Geo.

Garner. Responding to an encore, he sang, "A Star," by Baker.

Attorney W. C. Houston, of Kansas City, Mo., gave an
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epitome of the East Saint lA)uis riots and llic subsequent ar-

rest and trial of Dr. LcRoy Binidy.

Bishop J. H. Jones was then presented and he made an appeal

for a collection as a defense fund and the amount of $1507.00 was

raised.

A quartette entitled "Four Harmony Knights," sang "Dc
Plum Line." Receiving an encore the quartette sang, "Good
Night Angeline" and "Feather in the Air."

Dr. LeRoy Bundy was then introduced. He told the story

of the riot, his arrest and trial. His narrative of the tragic

event stirred the hearts and minds of the vast audience and will

not be forgotten.

The closing address was made by Mr. Chas. Fulkes, of vSt.

Louis.

Announcements were made by Bishop Wm. D. Johnson and

the meeting closed.

SIXTEENTH DAY—Morning Session.

St. Louis, Mo., May i8th, 1920.

. Pursuant to adjournment the General Conference assembled

in its sixteenth day's session at 9 a. m., being called to order by

Bishop C. S. Smith.

Hymn No. i, "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing," was lined

by Rev. W. B. Lee, of the North Ohio Conference.

Prayer was offered by Rev. W. B. Lee.

Rev. J. E. Brown, of the Northwest Mississippi Conference

led in singing, "I Will Guide Thee With Mine Eye
"

The 27th Psalm, as a Scripture Lesson was read by Rev. C.

A. McGee, of the West Virginia Conference.

Rev. W. T. Strong, of the North Mississippi Conference led

in singing, "Fade, Fade Each Earthly Joy."

The minutes of the previous day's sessions were called for and

read by Assistant Secretary, R. B. Smith.

By. common consent, on account of the absence of all the

Bishops on matters of importance. Bishop Smith yielded the

chair to Dr. Thos. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference.

Rev. P. C. Hunt, of the Texas Conference moved the approval



160 Twenty-sixth Quadrenniai^ Session

of the minutes; corrections were made by Revs. E. S. H. Ousley,

of the Northwest Mississippi Conference; I. H. Dixon, of the

Central Florida Conference; Prof. T. W. Clark, of the South

Georgia Conference; Revs. B. J. Ross, of the Georgia Conference;

C. P. Hobbs, of the South Georgia Conference and J. W. Haire,

of the East Mississippi Conference. The corrections were noted

and made and the minutes were adopted as corrected.

The minutes of the afternoon session were read. Dr. H. D.

Canady, of the Atlanta Georgia Conference moved adoption.

Col. Willis O. Tyler, of the California Conference gave notice

that at 2 o'clock he would move to reconsider that part of the

minutes which gave the women equal rights in the church. Dr.

P. S. Moten, of the North Alabama Conference stated that he

thought the matter pertaining to giving the women equal rights

would not be in the minutes. The chairman ruled against his

statement. The minutes were adopted.

Prof. Jno. R. Hawkins, Financial Secretary read a message

from the Bishops' Council on the Inter-Church World Movement.

At this point the chair was yielded to Bishop J. M. Conner.

Rev. I. J. Pruitt, of the Columbia Conference moved the adop-

tion of the message. Rev. T. H. Wiseman, of the Columbia

Conference asked for information concerning the spiritual side of

the matter. The Secretary answered that arrangements had

been made to that end. Rev. J. R. Ransom, of the Kansas

Conference stated his objections to the plan of the Inter-Church

World Movement. His objections were answered by Prof. Jno. R.

Hawkins, Financial Secretary.

Rev. R. H. Bumry, of the Pittsburg Conference offered an

amendment to the effect that the Financial Secretary be bonded

$25,000.00 in excess of his present bond. Rev. W. J. Williams,

of the Atlanta Georgia Conference offered an amendment to

the effect that instead of two national banks the funds of this

movenfent be deposited in four national banks.

Rev. C. M. Tanner, of the Baltimore Conference was accorded

the floor. Rev. R. H. Bumry, of the Pittsburg Conference

made the point that the only thing before the house was the

amendment. The point was not sustained. Rev. J. W. Walker,

of the Western North Carolina Conference made a point which
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,y was not sustained. Dr. Tanner then moved as a substitute that

a committee composed of one from each Episcopal District be

t|,

appointed to take the matter under consideration and report

^
jback at the afternoon session. The motion prevailed. The
committee was appointed as follows: First District, Rev. Solo-

,(l

limon Porter Hood; Second District, Rev. C. M. Tanner; Third

District, Rev. R. H. Bumry; Fourth District, Rev. R. E. Wilson;

)
Fifth District, Rev. J. C. C. Owens; Sixth District, Rev. John

u
Harmon; Seventh District, Rev. J. E. Beard; Eighth District,

J
Brother R. J. Gardner; Ninth District, Rev. J. H. Allison; Tenth

|j

District, Prof. H. D. Winn; Eleventh District, Rev. S. H.

J

Savage; Twelfth District, Rev. W. T. Pope; Thirteenth District,

Prof. H. R. Baranco; Fourteenth District, Rev. G. W. Andrews;

Fifteenth District, Rev. T. W. Saunders; Sixteenth District, Rev.

H. M. Steady;^Seventeenth District, Rev. J. Y. Tantsi; Eighteen-

th District, Col. WilHs O. Tyler.

The Committee on the Federation of Churches submitted its

report and Rev. W. J. Jones, of the North Georgia Conference

moved its adoption. The motion prevailed.

Rev. W. T. Strong, of the North Mississippi Conference made
the point that at the hour of adjournment yesterday the Com-
mittee on Revision of the Discipline was on the floor, the point

was not sustained.

Rev. Geo. F. Woodson, Dean of Payne Theological Seminary,

read the report of the Committee on Colleges and Universities.

Rev. G. W. Beamon, of the Mississippi Conference moved that

the report be adopted and the motion prevailed.

The report of the Committee on Theological Seminaries was
read by Rev. E. H. Coit, of the South Carolina Conference. Rev.

F. R. C. Durden, of the Northwest Mississippi Conference moved
its adoption and the motion prevailed.

The order of the day was called and the Committee on Re-

vision began reporting.

A special committee from Arkansas and Oklahoma was ac-

corded the floor and a presentation was made to Bishop Conner,

the presiding officer of the day. The presentation was made
by Rev. O. L. Moody, of the East Arkansas Conference. The
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same was accepted by Bishop Conner who expressed his thanks

for the same.

An offering of flowers was presented by Mrs. M. J. Perry.

"If Jesus Goes With Me, I'll Go," was then sung.

A telegram from Arkansas, asking the return of Bishop Conner

to the Twelfth Episcopal District was read by Rev. E. H. Coit,

of the South Carolina Conference.

Dr. Thos. H. Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference moved
that the Committee on Temporal Economy report at once, but

the Chairman of the Committee stated that the report was not

ready.

Rev. J. A. Lindsay, of the Atlanta Georgia Conference moved
the order of the day, the question of Woman Suffrage in the

church. Prof. Ira T. Bryant, Secretary of the Sunday School

Union, arose to a question of personal privilege, Dr. T. H.

Jackson, of the North Ohio Conference made a point. Brother

W. R. Springer, of the East Arkansas Conference, made a point

which was sustained.

The roll was called and the vote on the proposition of Woman
Suffrage was as follows: Nays 230, yeas, 195.

Rev. R. H. Ward, of the South Georgia Conference moved
that the time be extended until roll call was over. Rev. T. S. J.

Pendleton, of the East Mississippi Conference moved to table the

motion to extend the time, failing to secure a second. Rev. F.

R. Sims, of the South Georgia Conference moved that the time

be extended indefinitely and the motion prevailed.

Prof. Ira T. Bryant, Secretary of the Sunday School Union,

was accorded the floor and he proceeded to speak against the

amendment. Rev. W. T. Strong of the North Mississippi

Conference moved that the resolution be referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision. The motion prevailed.

The Committee on Revision began reporting.

The Special Committee on the Five Million Dollar Drive re-

ported. Dr. C. M. Tanner, of the Baltimore Conference moved
the adoption of the re{)ort and the motion prevailed.

Bishop John Hurst moved that powers be given the Bishops'

Council to confer with the promoters of the Inter-Church World
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Movement, whether we accept relationship with them or not.

The motion prevailed

A resolution by Dr. J. F. Griffin of the Kansas Conference

was adopted by motion of Bishop Hurst.

Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference offered

a resolution on the Men's Missionary Movement and by motion

of Bishop John Hurst it was adopted.

Rev. H. E. Davis, of the Southwest Georgia Conference, read

the report of the Committee on Allen Christian Endeavor League

and by motion of Bishop John Hurst the same was adopted,

amending the report to read a similar amount for Bible Cause.

The Committee on Temporal Economy reported. Col. J. L.

Mitchell, of the New York Conference moved its adoption by

sections and the motion carried. The fi.rst section of the report

was adopted by motion of Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana

Conference. The second section was adopted by motion of

Rev. W. A. Smith, of the West Tennessee Conference. The

third section was read. Rev. C. A. Wingfi,eld, of the Macon
Georgia Conference, moved to adopt. Col. J. L. Mitchell, of

the New York Conference, moved an amendment which was lost

and the original motion carried. Bishop John Hurst moved an

increase in pastors' salaries, which prevailed. (See report.)

Bishop Hurst moved that Edward Waters College and all other

schools in the class of Morris Brown University receive the same

as Morris Brown and the motion prevailed. Rev. J. C. Caldwell

moved that the Western Christian Recorder also receive $500.00.

Carried. The report was adopted as amended.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, moved that

the time for adjournment be extended from 4 to 6 p. m. Bishop

J. S. Flipper arose to a point of order which was sustaned. The
.motion to extend the time was lost by a vote of 58 for and 80

against.

Rev. J. T. Gibbons, of the West Virginia Conference, gave

notice that during the afternoon session, he would move a re-

consideration of the vote giving women the right to vote.

Bro. J. L. Mitchell read a resolution placing the Christian

Recorder under the control cf the Managing Editor. Rev. I.

H. Dixon, of the Central Florida Conference moved that the
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resolution be tabled. On this motion roll call was ordered.

Rev. F. R. vSims, of the South Georgia Conference moved
that the time be extended indefinitely and the motion prevailed.

By motion, Prof. C. H. Johnson was continued as Secretary

of the Layman's Forward Movement. (See resolution).

Rev. W. T. Strong of the North Mississippi Conference,

moved that the resolution under discussion referring to the

Managership of the Christian Recorder be referred to the Com-
mittee on Revision.

The Committee on Revision submitted a report, which on

motion of Prof. Jno. R. Hawkins, was passed to its third reading.

Rev. J. H. Allison, of the Central Alabama Conference, moved
the adoption of the fitrst section. Carried.

Rev. C. F. Flipper, of the New Jersey Conference, moved
the adoption of the section providing Sunday School Institutes

and the same was adopted.

Rev. C. S. Williams, of the Indiana Conference, moved to

adopt the section recommending that the Bishops travel through

their Districts. Carried.

A second report was read and put upon its passage. The fi.rst

section of the same was adopted by motion of Rev. S. L. Birt,

of the Chicago Conference. The second by motion of Rev. C.

L. Williams, of the North Georgia Conference; the third by mo-

tion of Rev. A. D. Avery, of the Western North Carolina Con-

ference; the fourth section was adopted by motion of Rev. W.
A. Smith, of the West Tennessee Conference. Section 5 was

adopted by motion of Rev. M. B. McPherson, of the South

Carolina Conference. Section 6, by motion of Rev S. M.
Gibbs, of the Middle South Florida Conference; Section 7 by

Rev. J. W. Hall, of the West Kentucky Conference; Section 8

by Rev. I. G. Glass, of the South Georgia Conference. Rev.

W. T. Strong, of the North Mississippi Conference moved that

the report be adopted as a whole and the motion prevailed.

The Special Committee on the Five Million Dollar Drive re-

ported and by motion of Rev. H. H, Buckingham, of the North-

east Mississippi Conference, the same was adopted.
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Bishop John Hurst moved that the Council of Bishops be

authorized to communicate with the Inter-Church World Move-
ment as to whether or not we will co-operate with them. The
motion prevailed.

Rev. J. F. Griffin, of the Kansas Conference, offered a resolu-

tion making active Chaplains in the United States Army, mem-
bers of the General Conference. The resolution was adopted.

Rev. W. H. Mixon, of the North Alabama Conference, offered

a resolution creating a Men's Missionary Movement, which on

motion of Bishop John Hurst, was adopted. (See resolution.)

At this point of proceedings. Bishop J. M. Conner yielded the

chair to Bishop W. W. Beckett.

The Committee on Temporal Economy submitted its report.

Sec I was adopted by motion of Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the

Louisiana Conference; Sec. 2 by motion of Rev. W. A. Smith,

of the West Tennessee Conference; Sec. 3 by motion of Rev. J.

A Lindsay, of the Atlanta Conference. Bro. J. L. Mitchell, of

the New York Conference moved to amend Sec. 4. Prof. Tno.

R. Hawkins, Financial Secretary, moved to table the section and

the motion prevailed. Sec. 5 was adopted by motion of Rev.

F. R. Sims, of the South Georgia Conference. Sec. 6 was read.

Rev. H. Y. Tookes, of the Florida Conference moved to adopt.

Bishop W. H. Heard moved as an amendment that $200.00 be

added to the Pastor's Salary, both married and single and the

motion prevailed as amended. Sec. 7 was read and Bishop

John Hurst moved its adoption with the amendment that

Edward Waters and Shorter be paid the same as Morris Brown
and the amendment prevailed Sec 8 was adopted by motion

of Rev. M. R. Dixon of the Mississippi Conference. Sec.

9 by motion of Rev T. L. Scott, of the Chicago Conference.

Bishop Beckett yielded the chair to Bishop I. N. Ross.

Rev. J. C. Caldwell moved that the Southern Christian Re-

corder be given $500.00 for white paper and the motion carried.

Sec. 10 was read. Rev. S. L. Greene, President of Shorter

College arose to a question of privilege. Bishop Ross ruled

that the General Conference does not legislate for colleges and

was sustained.
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Sec. 1 1 was read, and motions were made making the following

additions: Bethel, Tallahassee, Fla., $2,500; St. John, Indianap-

olis, Ind., $1,500. Bishop Wm. D. Chappelle made the point

of order that this was a reflection on the Church Extension De-
partment, and moved to strike out the motions made, and the

motion to strike out carried.

Rev. P. W. Rodgers, of the Louisiana Conference, moved
to adopt the report as a whole as amended, and the motion pre-

vailed.

At this point Bishop Ross yielded the chair to Bishop Wm.
D. Johnson.

Bishop Johnson thanked the General Conference for his ele-

vation, and pledged his faithfulness to the cause.

Rev. R. E. Wilson, of the Chicago Conference, moved that the

Chicago Conference be authorized to organize another Confer-

ence. The motion prevailed.

The Committee on Revision reported. Sec. i was adopted

by motion of Rev. T. S. J. Pendleton, of the East Mississippi

Conference; Sec. 2, by motion of Rev. G. W. Robinson, of the

West Kentucky Conference. Sec. 3 was read. Rev. R. R.

Wright, jr., moved to lay on the table. The motiorr was lost,

and the section adopted as read. Sec. 4 was adopted by motion

of Rev. I. G. Glass, of the South Georgia Conference. Sec. 5

was read. Rev. M R Dixon, of the Mississippi Conference

moved to adopt. Prof. Ira T. Bryant, spoke to the motion,

after which it passed.

Chaplain O. J. W. vScott was introduced, and made a few

remarks.

By motion of Rev. E. H. Coit, of the South Carolina Con-

ference, the following were elected as the General Conference

Commission: Bishops J Albert Johnson, W. D. Johnson and J.

M. Conner, Revs. E. H. Coit, John'^Harmon, E. J. Howard, J. I.

Lowe and C. M. Tanner; Brothers H. R. Baranco, R. R. Wil-

liams and John J. Richardson.

By motion, the Committee on Revision was constituted, the

Compilation Committee with the Chairman of the Publication

Board as Chairman, and the General Conference Secretary as

Secretary with Rev. R. S. Jenkins. The motion carried.
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Bishop John Hurst, Secretary of the Bishops' Council, read

the composition of the General Boards. (See list.)

Rev. H. W. Jamieson, of the Illinois Conference, moved its

confirmation, and the motion carried.

Rev. M. F. Sydes, of the New England Conference, led in

singing, "I will guide thee with mine eye
"

Bishop W. D. Johnson yielded the chair to Bishop W. T.

Vernon. Bishop Vernon presented his mother to the General

Conference.

Rev. R. L. Pope, of the Colorado Conference, speaking for

the General Conference Secretaries, presented Bishop W. D.

Jolinson with a silver loving cup. Bishop Johnson acknowledged

receipt of same.

The Committee on Missionary Department reported. Rev.

E. D. Williams of the Louisiana Conference moved to adopt.

Brother W. O. Tyler, of the California Conference, moved as an

amendment that so much as referred to West and South Africa

as Districts be stricken. The amendment prevailed.

A Resolution of Thanks to the Press was offered by Rev. R.

A. Grant, of the East Florida Conference.

Rev. C. E. Stewart, offered a resolution pertaining to our

Hymnal, which was adopted by motion of Rev. J. C. Beckett,

of the Philadelphia Conference.

Rev. J. F*. Williams, of the Central Texas Conference, moved
that the rules be suspended, and that Rev. J. B. Butler be

elected Connectional Evangelist. The motion carried.

Rev. John Harmon, of the Augusta Georgia Conference offered

a resolution on Ministerial Efficiency, which was adopted.

Bishop H. B. Parks moved that the Educational Money
raised by the California Conference be retained by the same.

The motion prevailed.

The Committee on Sabbath Observance reported, and by
motion of Rev. W. C. Kelley, the same was adopted.

At this point the chair was yielded to Bishop W. A. Fountain.

The Committee on Plans of Church Buildings reported. Rev.

N. W. Coleman, of the East Arkansas Conference moved to

adopt and the motion prevailed.
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Dean G. F. Woodson moved to extend the time from 4 to 6.

The motion was lost by a vote of 58 for, and 80 against.

Rev. S. J. Johnson, of the Southwest Texas Conference

offered a resolution, providing that the Missionary Department

give attention to Mexico. By motion of Rev. S. D. Butler, of

the Texas Conference, the resolution was adopted.

Rev. W. P. Q. Byrd of Mississippi offered a Resolution of

Appreciation of the work of Rev. W. H. Braxton in the State of

Mississippi, in behalf of the race, which was adopted.

Rev. H. Y. Arnett, of the Philadelphia Conference, moved
that the General Conference take a recess until 3:45 p. m., and

the motion prevailed. Recess was taken.

Recess ended, Bishop B. F. Lee, presiding, sounded the gavel

calling the General Conference to order.

Bishop H. B. Parks announced and lined hvmn No. 288, "Go
forth ye heralds in my Name." Prayer was offered by Bishop

W. T. Vernon.

St. Luke loth chapter, 1-20 verses were read sa a Scripture

lesson.

Bishop Evans Tyree led in singing "Come thou fount of

every blessing."

The General Conference then adjourned sine die.

Benediction by Bishop B. F. Lee.

William Wesley Beckett, Isaac Nelson Ross,

William Decker Johnson, Archibald James Carey,

William Sampson Brooks, William Tecumseh. Vernon,

Afternoon

Bishops :

John Hurst,

Joshua Henry Jones,

Benjamin Franklin Lee,

Charles Spencer Smith,

Henry Blanton Parks,

John Albert Johnson,

Evans Tyree,

Levi Jenkins Coppin,

Joseph Simeon Flipper,

William Henry Heard,

William David Chappelle

James Mayer Conner,

William Alfred Fountain.
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Secretaries :

W. D. Johnson, R. S. Jenkins, R. B. Smith, T. James Williams,

R. L. Pope, H. C. Beasley, E. H. Coit, J. T. Gibbons, M. F.

vSydcs, S. P. West, J. M. Wheeler, G. A. Gregg, E. Wittenberg,

R. D. Brooks, J. B. Greene, Geo. D. Carnes, W. H. Davis,

W. H. Bowen, W. Boyd Lawrence, W. A. Smith, S. M. Kirk,

C. F. Billings, H. W. King, C. Nyambolo, J. H. L. Rhone,

S. E. C. Lord, A. L. Brisbane, W. W. Allen.



IN MEMORIAM

Bishop Cornelius T. Shaffer, D. D.
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Episcopal Address, 192.0

To the Tuenty-Suth General Coxferehce of the Afiiccn Methodist Episcopal

Church.

Dear Fathers and Brethren: Grace, Mercy and Truth from God, our

Father and Jesus Christ, our Lord.

As followers of the Eternal God and Lord of hosts, elevated to the position

of Bishops or Chief Pastors of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, we
tender for your careful and deliberate thought and attention, this our Quad-
rennial Address.

We recognize in the beginning the righteous authority of the Supreme
Head of the Church—Our Creator and Redeemer, in whom we "hve and
move and have our being." Through the light manifested in his gracious

truth; the guidance of his Holy Spirit; the control of his omnipotent power,

we are here present today and show forth in our lives his loving-kindness,

mercy and abundant grace. The church has been sustained, guided and

blessed as never before through this quadrenniim.

The solidarity of the church has been preserved, and especially the church

of our choice and persuasion. Attacks have been m.ade upon the church in

general, because of the world-wide war. It was claimed by some that had
the church been as influential as it should have been, there would have been

no war, neither the great loss of life. The church does not and will not

plead guilty to this charge. The church holds the oracles of God,

which are as pure and holy today as ever; and the failure lies not in the

church, but the departure of nations and their rulers from the teachings of

the Holy Writ, which inevitably brings confusion and disaster.

The church today is the guardian and keeper of the established doctrines

of Christianity, which have served as a chart to guide nations collectively

and individually through this earthly wilderness of sin and woe; and where-

ever they have been strictly adhered to, and becom.e a light unto their path

and a lamp unto their feet, the highway of holiness has become the trodden

path where both nations and individuals have found the blessings of God
and the rewards that come to those who endure hardness as good soldiers

of Jesus Christ.
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Man's failure to live up to the standard set by Almighty God cannot lessen

the influence of the church. While the influence of the church is never les-

sened, yet it is not always fully exerted; because like Cain, sin lies at the door,

and God, notwithstanding his anger waxes hot against the sinner, "his hand,"
as Isaiah says, "is stretched out still."'

The old, old truth that God has been ofi'ended because of man's sin and
transgression of his Holy law, and that man has no power inherent in himself

to save himself, still stands out in bold relief ; and to com.e back to God and
be in peace and fellowship with him, there must needs be first of all, a turn-

ing from sin by godly sorrow for sin, better known as repentance toward
God; then faith in the eflfiicacy of the atoning blood of Jesus Christ; where-

upon the love of God is shed abroad in the heart by the power of the

Holy Ghost, which is given unto us and which constitutes being born again,

or being born from above and becoming a new creature in Christ Jesus. The
old man with his old deeds is crucified, quickened from death in trespasses

and sin, brought into newness of life; living not of, or by self, but as ex-

pressed by St. Paul, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me." (Gal. 2:20.) The African Metho-
dist Episcopal Church has established itself upon these truths and fully-

realizes that other foundations can no man lay than that which is laid

—

Jesus Christ.

Men may reason along other lines, and philosophize upon new methods of

salvation, and take to themselves the idea that such doctrine has outlived its

day and time; but the church heeds none of these seductive ideas, neither

will it permit this class to spoil the church through philosophy and vain

deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world. The
church will both rest and stand on the creed enunciated by St. Paul, "And
without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in

the fiesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,

believed on in the world, received up into glory." (1 Tim. 3:16.)

We as the accredited representatives of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church, from the four cardinal points of the earth, have assembled here in the

strength and power of Jehovah, whose glory covers the heavens, and whose

praise fills the earth—with our eyes upon the Sun of Righteousness, that

lighteth every man that com.eth into the world. We seek his guidance that

in deliberate and mature thought and consideration, we may enact such

legislation as will glorify God, lengthen the cords and strengthen the stakes

of our beloved Zion, and map out a more progressive, wider, more intensive

and extensive program for both home and foreign missionary work.

We beseech the Immortal, Invisible and All Wise God to so endow us with

widsom and foresight that we may lose sight of personal gain, ambition and

selfishness, and enter in that broad altruistic spirit in prosecuting and

furthering the work and business of this General Conference that the high-
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est interest of the church and the glory of God may be safe-guarded by
the soundest and wisest legislation that the wisdom of this assembled

body is capable of enacting into positive and statutory law.

QUADRENNIAL L'PICE'DE.

Our Lamented Dead.

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence forth: Yea, saith

the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow

them." (Rev. 14:13.)

The life in this world is probationary; we dwell, but do not abide here.

We are on a journey passing through but one way and at one time. Life

here is timal; the scenes and things among which we labor and wait are

•temporal. Imperfection is our condition, but we are traveling to a land of

eternal light and joy, a perfect state and place where God our Father, im-

mortal, invisible and unchangeable has prepared a home for the faithful,

and a place where no inhabitant shall say, "I am sick."

Several of our brethren who were members of the last General Conference

and their wives have crossed the River of Death. While here on earth they

labored in the Master's vineyard were bright and shining lights, potent

factors in the church, wielding an influence for good. They preached a

gospel of salvation and their delivery of the Word of God turned many from

darkness to light; but they have finished their course, run their race, kept the

faith, and have won the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-

eous Judge will give unto all them that love his appearing.

It is our Christian duty before beginning the work that lies before us in

this Quadrennial Session to pause and m.ake mention of our departed breth-

ren who have been our yoke-fellows in the service and work of the Lord.

They worshipped the same God, preached the same gospel, were established

upon the same doctrine and have gone the same way that we shall pass;

crossing the same stream that we shall cross, and shall in the future, accent-

uate their praise and that of the holy angels with our praises of the true and

living God.

Their voices will no more be lifted up to preach the name of Jesus Christ;

to sing the happy songs of Zion; to help us in framing legislation for the

church. Therefore we should hold them in revered memory for the good

that they have done; for the trials they bore; for the hardships they endured

that the African Methodist Episcopal Church might wax stronger and

stronger in the uplift of humanity and the glory of God.

The church should throw its arms of love and m.ercy, prayer and sus-

tenance around those they loved so well who yet are in our midst, that

they may know that the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, as preached and

professed by the church is not a theory but a living, practical, vital force,

that feels each other's care; and that in the final consummation of all

things, we may meet around the throne of God and make heaven vocal
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with the hallelujahs to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost.

Those who have fallen asleep are as follows:

Mrs. D. H. Butler, 1916.

Rev. G. W. Porter, D. D., 1916.

Rev. F. L. Fleming, 1916.

Rev. M. J. James.

Rev. J. O. Iverson, D. D., October 22, 1917.

Rev. A. K. Wood, D. D., 1918.

Rev. J. Frank McDonald, D. D., November, 1918.

Rev. H. H. Johnson, D. D., 1918.

Rev. W. A. Pierce, D. D., 1918.

Mrs. Amanda I. Flipper, December 24, 1918.

Rev. Wm. Singleton, 1918.

Prof. Hal. M. Taylor, 1919.

Rev. Alpheus P. Luckie, Georgetown, Demerara, 1919.

Rev. John T. Jenifer, D. D., March 1919.

Bishop Cornelius T. Shaffer, D. D., March, 1919.

Rev. A. S. Bailey, D. D., 1919.

Rev. A. J. Kershaw.
Rev. John H. Dickerson.

Rev. H. G. Knight, 1920.

Rev. John M. Palmer, D. D.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT.

History, in its shortest definition is a record of events, but history is

more than a record of events; it is the record not only of events, but the

influence of events upon the people and their civilization. In this light only

can we see what really and truly may be called historical development.

That eventful day upon which Richard Allen and his few faithful followers

arose from their knees in St. George's Methodist Episcopal Church in the

city of Philadelphia and said, "We will trouble you no more," marked an

epoch in the spiritual freedom of the Negro that has reverberated around the

world, and touched the civilization of mankind as no other event has in the

history of the Negro Race. It stamped indehbly upon the human brain, the

manhood and womanhood of the Negro and his determination to serve>^—to

worship God as a creature of God, without let or hinderance because of his

color, race or condition. This act which thrilled the bosom of Richard Allen

and his band of courageous adherents, born out of necessity and environ-

ments, resulted in the organization of a separate and distinct denomination

known as the African Methodist Episcopal Church. This act gave birth to

an event which became at once historical. Its development began by reason

of its inherent qualities, and the objective obstacles that were thrown in

their way intensified these qualities to the extent that they became a

dynamic force that widened and extended their operations and influence
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wherever the Negro heard its ministers proclaiming the Fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man.

Development is the result of law, force and life; this is evident in the

animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms. God works by a continuity of

law in the physical and spiritual worlds. Law is a rule of action and God
everywhere in his works is shown that in every action there was a rule that

governed the creation, shaping the activity of everything in his universe.

Force is the power which he manifested in his operation in the growth or

development from the beginning of things to their maturity. Life the vital-

ity, the intangible essence, the incomprehensible entity that lies within and
moves to action the body or organic substance that holds this life. If these

facts are true in the lower order of animals in the animal kingdom,, then they

must be true and real in the higher order of animal creation, endowed with

reason and intelligence who compose the spiritual body—the church, the

pillar and ground of truth.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church, composed of such human
beings in whom there is law, force and life—all of which are within con-

stitute a body that must of necessity, because of such salient elements, go

through a process of development ; and since the development must come
through the inherent forces housed in hum.an beings, and since human beings,

are not only the objects and subjects, but makers and authors of history

—

the great movements both secular and spiritual which they establish and
foster must be historical. Thus we lay claim to the historical development

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

The word "history" is of Greek origin, "Hisloreo" whicn means to learn

by inquiry, to inquire of, question, to narrate what one has learned. And
since Allen and the fathers learned by inquiry into God's word that God
made of one blood all nations to dwell upon the face of the earth, and that

God is no respecter of persons, and began to narrate these facts—these

things form the very root of the word "history," give validity, truth and
reality to the historical development of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church. Thus we stand firmly on the very radical definition of the word—
upon a foundation of our history as a church, that the storms of opposition

and the floods of destruction cannot move or undermine.

The work accomplished, the standard set during each decade of the de-

velopment of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the spiritual power

exerted upon thousands of human beings, the financial strides, the education-

al progress, the missionary m-ovem.ents, the larger program, for racial de-

velopment—all are events that history must record and give the African

Methodist Episcopal Church the foremost position in religious leadership

for the race; the originator and guardian of every propaganda for the rights,

privileges and immunities of those who have so long been deprived of that

which is guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States and the States

thereof.

It becomes our highest privilege and indispensable duty to so mobilize

our Christian forces that our development may increase with the march of
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Christian civilization and the growth of succeeding ages, and thus render our

achievements along all lines of moral, religious, financial and physical de-

velopment the more historical that posterity may meditate with delight upon
the work accomplished by their progenitors.

OUR EPISCOPACY.

There is now and have been differences of opinion as to the Episcopacy

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church; this should not be. Any in-

dividual uniting with a Christian body or organization does so upon the

expressed belief in its doctrines, rules, laws and regulations. As such he is

to foster, uphold, sustain and defend those doctrines, rules, laws and regu-

lations, or he is not in good and regular standing in the church.

These questions confront us: "Is the Bishopric as acknowledged and
sustained by the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Presbyterial or

Prelatical?" "Are the rights of the Bishopric conferred by election or

ordination?" "Is the Bishopric a divine right, or did it arise out of the

necessity of church government?"

It would take too much time and space to argue the synonymy of "Presby-

ter" and "Bishop," and to quote the authority of the early church Fathers;

but suffice it to say that it is the consensus of opinion that they were one and

the same so far as Ecclesiastical order is concerned, but the diii'erentiation

grew out of the functions attached to each. The Presbjrters had the

right to ordain and though the time came that the Bishop was the ruling

or presiding presbyter, the right of ordination was never left wholly in the

hands of the Bishop, but he was assisted by the other presbyters or elders.

The Bishopric did not belong to the Apostolic age, but to the sub-ApostoHc

age. The apostles were never known as Bishops, notwithstanding the claims

by som.e church organizations, and upon this claim they have attempted to

establish an uninterrupted line of ordination known as "Apostolic Succession

or Historic Episcopate," and all others not in line with this belief are not

considered a part of the true church, and all ministers ordained otherwise are

not true ministers and have no right to officiate in the sacred ordinances of

the church.

The Bishopric of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is not, and

cannot be prelatical without subscribing to the belief of Apostolic Succession,

which she most positively affirms cannot be accepted as true or biblical. She

would acknowledge likewise three orders in the ministry and that each was

divine, set forth and established by the Lord Jesus Christ in the organization

of the church upon earth.

The preacher who passes his examination and is elected to the Deaconate

or Eldership in the African Methodist Episcopal Church cannot, and does

not exercise the rights of either upon the adoption of the report of the com-

mittee by the Annual Conference, because the Annual Conference recognizes

both as an order, and he must await his ordination before he can officiate

in the sacred ordinances of the church. Here it is plain that the church

believes that rights are conferred by ordination and not election to the



Gkneral Conference A. M. E. Church. 177

!

Deaconate or Eldership. On the other hand the church not recognizing

three ecclesiastical orders, looks upon the Bishopric as an ofiice and rights

are conferred by election and not ordination to the Bishopric. If the Bishop-

ric in the African Methodist Episcopal Church were Prelatical the opposite

would be true, but since the African Methodist Episcopal Church does not

sustain the belief in Apostolic Succession, then it follows that she accepts

the other, which is Presbyterial ; and that is divine because the Bishop is an
Elder in ecclesiastical order, and the Eldership being divine, makes the

Bishopric divine as to order but human as to function. Therefore the

Episcopacy of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is both divine and
historical because the order of Elders or Presbyters is both divine and his-

torical.

The House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1886, laid

down the following principles which the African Methodist Episcopal Church
does not, and cannot hold as scriptural or historical:

FIRST—"That Bishops are by divine right a distinct order in the Chris-

tian ministry, higher than Presbyters and possess powers and authority not

belonging to Presbyters as such.

SECOND-—That Bishops are the successors of the Apostles and have as

such the sole right to ordain to the Christian ministry.

THIRD—That no ministry lacking such ordination is valid, and that the

ordinances of religion adm.inistered by any one not thus ordained are un-

availing as means of divine grace.

In opposition to these principles Jerome says:

"A Presbyter is the same as a Bishop, and before dissensions were intro-

duced in religion by the instigation of the devil and it was among the people,

'I am of Paul, I am of Apollcs and I of Cephas,' churches were governed by a

common council of Presbyters, but because at that time they called the same
persons Bishops whom, they called Presbyters, therefore the Apostles speak

of Bishops or Presbyters indifferently. Therefore as we have shown Presby-

ters ;vere the same as Bishops, but by degrees, that the plants of dissension

might be rooted up, all responsibility was transferred to one person; there-

fore, as Presbyters know that it is by the custom of the church that they are

to be subject to him who is placed over them, so let the Bishops know that

they are above Presbyters rather by custom than by divine appointment."

Field, in his treatise on the church in 1606 says: "The power of ecclesiasti-

cal or sacred order, that is, the power and authority to intermeddle with

things pertaining to the service of God, is equal and the same in all those

whom, we call Presbyters, only for order sake and the preservation of peace

there is a limitation of the use and the exercise of the same; whereby it is

most evident that wherein a Bishop excelleth a Presbyter is not a distinct

power of order but an eminence and dignity only, specially yielded to one

above all the rest of the same rank for order sake and to preserve the unity

and peace of the church."

John Wesley, himself wrote in 1756, the following:
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"As to my own judgment, I still believe the Episcopal form of church
government to be Scriptural and apostolical, I mean, well agreeing with the
practice and writings of the Apostles; but that it is prescribed in Scripture
I do not believe. This opinion which I once zealously espoused I have been
heartily ashamed of ever since I read Bishop Stillingfleets' Irenicon. I think
that he has unanswerably proved that neither Christ nor his Apostles pre-

scribed any particular form of church government, and that the plea of

divine right for diocesan episcopacy was never heard of in the primitive

church."

We could multiply authoritative statements on this subject, but suffice it

to say that the Episcopacy of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is

Presbyterial and is both scriptural, valid and that those ordained by her

E piscopacy are true ministers and have the right and authority to administer

in the sacred ordinances of the Christian church.

Ministerial Preparedness.

It is a fact of record, notwithstanding there were many in the church in its

early history who were opposed to education, that the church was committed
to the cause of Christian education and especially her ministry.

The knowledge of God and his word is an evident requirement in order to

deliver his message to the people. God said to Joshua, "The book of the law

shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt m.editate therein day and
night that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein,

for thou shalt make thy way prosperous and then thou shalt have good

success."

The book of Leviticus was the sacrificial curriculum of the Priests and as

they conformed strictly to God's direction the people were blessed.

Malachi expresses very forcibly and succinctly ministerial efficiency when
he said, "The Priests' lips should keep knowledge and they should seek the

law at his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts." God is not

a God of ignorance and he no longer winks at ignorance as he has in times

past.

Preparedness or efficiency is demanded more and more in the govern-

mental, industrial, commercial world and these are timal, which must pass

with the end of the world. How m.uch more then m.ust the man of God be

prepared who must deal with eternal interests of im.mortal souls?

The perpetuation, expansion and growth of the church depend upon a

ministry fully piepared and ably equipped to meet the issues of the day;

instruct and hold the educated minds to the pew, and lead them from height

to height of the glory of God and the fullness of the blessings that will come
with the final consumm.ation of all things.

The church has quibbled and halted too long on sectional ideas and waiting

for an agreement to aboHsh some of the Theological Departments connected

with our various colleges and universities, and nothing substantial has been

accomplished toward a broad culture and training of ministers to fill the pul-
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pits of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. The struggle for the

mastery in the rehgious fields is on and there is "no man's land" lying be-

tween the forces of church and the world. It is now the inoperative duty of

the church to arise and "go over the top" and conquer the opposing forces

and regardless of section, establish two great Theological Seminaries in

those centers most easily accessible to the greatest number. Equip them
with the necessary outfit both as to men and material, that will give to

African Methodism, strong and well equipped men, so that when people

shall walk around our Zion and mark her bulwarks, they will see that

giants intellectually and religiously guard the interest of the church, and

that they are such men as God will be pleased to work in and through

for his glory and the salvation of the souls of men.

In the establishment of these two Theological Seminaries we do not plead

for a discontinuance of those departments connected with some of our

schools; let them remain, but make the two strong centers for Biblical Re-

search and the fullest and best training possible for the minister who bears

upon his heart the necessity of preaching the gospel.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church cannot lead the van of the

racial religious world with poorly prepared leaders; she must have the best.

They must prove their suflficiency and efficiency by their works. They must
draw the people by the power of the gospel which they preach, and to do

these things, their preparation must be such as to both com.mand and de-

mand the respect and attention of the com,m.unity in which they are ap-

pointed to serve.

On to higher heights and greater mental, moral and spiritual development

must be the slogan of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Great

minds occupy the pews today, and greater minds will occupy them tomorrow

and the minds in the pulpit must not only measure up to, but m.ust at times

tower above the minds of the pew. Onward educationally, forward morally,

upward spiritually, until everywhere the African Methodist Episcopal

Church shall be known by the strength of its pulpit.

Bishops' Absolute Power in Appointments.

The Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, page 205'

chapter seven, section third says, speaking of the duties of the Presiding

Bishops: "He shall preside in all the conferences, fix in conjunction with the

Presiding Elders, all the appointm.ents of the traveling preachers at the

Annual Conferences." This has given rise in some quarters to the belief

that the Bishop under no circumstances can m.ake an appointment without

the recommendation of the Presiding Elders. The Bishops are not, and
cannot be above advice, but it should be discretionary with the Bishops and
not a law requiring them to have the counsel of the Presiding Elders, for it

is subversive of the vested rights of the Bishopric and the fundamental law

of Methodism . It partially nullifies the second restrictive rule, which says

:

"The General Conference shall not alter any rule of government to the efi'ect
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of doing away with the Episcopacy or General Superintendency." This not

only refers to the Episcopacy or General Superintendency, perse, but every

right, prerogative, privilege, power and authority vested in this Episcopacy
or General Superintendency.

The basic law as to the Bishopric is the same in all branches of Episcopal

Methodisni.. The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in 1792, declared that the Bishops, and the Bishops alone should make the

appointm.ents. In after years however, the question arose again in the form
of transferring the appointir.ent of the Presiding Elders and preachers to

the Annual Conference, but a quietus was again placed upon such a method
by adhering strictly to the vested rights of the Bishopric, and Bishop Mc-
Kendree delivered the following opinion which stands today as the bulwark

of Methodism touching the Bishopric. Said he, "Take this prerogative

from the Bishops and there will rem.ain with them no power by which they

can over see the work, or officially m.anage the administration; therefore

the General Conference m.ust in justice, release them, from their responsi-

bilities as Bishops; but such a change in the governm.ent would deprive

the General Conference of an important, perhaps an essential part of their

authority, and put it out of their power to enforce and carry our system

of rules into efi'ect. This will appear from the peculiar relation between

the Bishop and the General Conference, or the connection between making
our rules and enforcing them."

The Bishops are chosen by the General Conference and are the repositories

of executive power; are held responsible as overseers of the whole charge.

By calling upon them, the administration in every part of the work m.ay be

brought under the inspection and control of the General Conference; but if

the power of superintending the work were taken from the Bishops, they

must be released from the responsibility. And if they should be released

there would be no person or persons accountable to the General Conference

for the administration, and consequently the connection between making

rules and enforcing them would be dissolved.

The legislative body would then have no control over the executive, no

power to enforce their rules or law. The several Annual Conferences are

under control of the General Rules, enforced by responsible superintendents

so that if a preacher should depart from the Discipline or doctnne of the

church, it is the Bishop's duty to correct, remove from ofiice or bring him

to trial according to the Discipline. Should an Annual Conference dissent

from the doctrine or Discipline of the church, the Bishop should enter his

protest and bring the case before the ensuing General Conference; should the

Bishop join with the conference in such a departure, the next General Con-

ference will call him to an account for it and by this medium, the General

Conference takes cognizance of the acts of the Annual Conferences. So

that while the Bishops serve as a center of union and harm.ony am.ong the

conferences, they, that is, the Annual Conferences become responsible to,

and are brought under the inspection and control of the General Conference.^

In this declaration is clearly shown the responsibility laid upon the Bishop-

I
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J lie; the serving as a connecting link between the law-making body and those

?here the laws are to be executed and enforced so that the administration of

he afi'airs of the church may be properly regulated and in veiw of the fact

hat the Bishops are held accountable to the General Conference and they

aust pass morally, religiously and officially before the Episcopal Committee,

hey should have, as their vested rights declare, absolute power and authority

n the making of appointments, and should not be hampered by a second

)arty who is not held responsible by either the General Conference or the

episcopal Committee. They should seek advice and counsel only when
lecessary to the best interest of the church.

Church Constitution.

Every organized body must of necessity have a constitution expressing in

emas a stable foundation as a basis or fundamental principle or principles

;hat give life and zest to the organized body. A constitution is a system of

undamental laws that govern the organization, and in conformity to which

ill statutory laws are enacted, said constitution begins and preserves the

solidarity of the whole and brings into harm.onious relation the several parts

that are common to the whole.

The church as an organic body must have certain basic laws or principles

on which it is established and out of which m.ust arise the declarations of its

faith and doctrine, that must claim and dem.and the attention and fidelity of

its devotees and adherents. The basic rules of Methodism in general form

the system of fundamental laws of every branch of Methodism., and it is

befitting that the African Methodist Episcopal Church should set forth what
she believes to be the constitution upon which she rests as an organized

I

body of Christian believers.

Since we have been in line with Methodism in general from its beginning,

we believe the constitution of the African Methodist Episcopal Chiych

should consist of: "The Articles of Religion," "Catechism of Faith," "The
General Rules," "The Restrictive Rules." "The Composition of General

and Annual Conference and Rules Governing these Bodies." These rules,

or laws to be considered constitutional and all other rules or laws statutory.'

Supreme Court of African Methodism.

The creation of a court known as the Supreme Court of African Methodism
apparently, m.ay be considered an innovation both in our church and Meth-
odism in general; but from the broad viewpoint of the origin of the church

and its developm.ent for now m.ore than a hundred years, it is not an innova-

tion nor a departure from, the work of the fathers, but the outgrowth of what
was inherent in the church when it was organized and had basic or funda-

mental laws, notwithstanding its necessity and utility m.ay not have been

observed or understood by the fathers.

Wherever there are bastic laws, there is a constitution, and wherever there

is legislation there must be statutory laws, and the existence of both will at
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some time face the situation of the unconstitutionality of law and this v
|

necessitate some tribunal with the power and authority to pass upon it. , 1

statutory law should conform to the constitution of the church, but sincem
|

are not perfect, they will, under stress of excitement and lack of mature (j

liberation, pass laws that re-act in their execution against the best inten

of all concerned, and therefore, there should exist some authorized judicj

body to pass upon the legality of such conference legislatione ither to si
j

tain or declare unconstitutional, and for this purpose, if the Afncj

Methodist Episcopal Church sets apart its constitution and it has o

even if it "does not define it, there should be a Supreme Court of Afric

Methodism, the composition of said court to be left to the wise and judicio

action of the General Conference.

Should the General Conference in its judgment see that such a cou

would be unwise, then the Bishops should be given veto power to chei

harmful and hasty legislation, provided that a two-thirds vote of the Ge
eral Conference shall be required to override the veto of the Bishops.

Conference Claimants.

Our conference claimants, superannuated preachers, widows and orphas

deserve our most serious consideration, they should not be pleading for wb
belongs to them, but every claim that they have upon the church should be

preferred claim. Their work and hardships in the ministerial life for tjj

expansion and establishment of the church, give them a right to expect tfl

care and sustenance of the church in their declining years.

The church can perform no greater service than to manifest the real pract

cal side of Christianity in the support of those who have spent the mq
active part of their lives in proclaiming the Gospel, and gathering the fina

cial means by which the church has been able to perpetuate its temporl

existence, and wield a mighty and forceful influence, educationally, moral|

and religiously.

To protect and shield these veterans of the Cross is to glorify God, broadd

the influence of the church,, strengthen the feeble knees, and brighten t|

corner of aged heroes, whose feet have trodden the path of tribulatio

climbed the mountains of opposition and by faith wrought wonderful wor|

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It should be one of the chief aims of this General Conference to plan wise

for the future care of our conference claimants. To modify the present I?

will not be sufficient; nothing stable can be wrought that depends on a co|

tingeney. Our present law should remain, but an organized effort should 1

put in operation for the raising of at least a Million Dollars to be increasd

from time to time and permanently invested, that the interest accruing froj

this permanent fund from year to year may be sacredly set aside for tl

maintenance and support of our conference claimants. And when this sha

have been accomplished, we can merge the present law into this permane^

fund and obtain each year a greater revenue for this sacred purpose.
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The Methodist Episcopal Church and the Protestant Episcopal Church

ive fully realized from their past experience and widsom, that they with

leir numerical strength and wealth cannot meet the needs and wants of

leir claimants by yearly contribution from their churches; for like Pha-

loh's dream, they have seen there will be lean years and fat years of con-

libution, and upon such a contingency the church cannot care as it should
'

;)r its beneficiaries. If these powerful church organizations have seen the

itility of meeting these preferred claims by only annual contributions from

leir members, we as a church should begin to examine our lack of ability to

leet the support and maintenance of our beneficiaries, stop and take stock,

nd enter into a more vigorous and active program to raise a fund that will

less the declining years of those who shall look with hope to the church in an

our when help will be a blessing both to the giver and the receiver.

As a rule we say that we have too many departments and General Officers.

!e this as it may, this General Conference, if it does nothing else, should Cre-

te a Bureau for Conference Claimants with a Secretary, to invest a fund to

e created by this General Conference, the principal of which shall be a sacred

reasure, never to be touched only as it is increased from year to year and

ivested for all future generations for the superannuated preachers, widows

nd orphans.

It is not our prerogative to say what form this needed legislation shall

ake, but we recommend that annually each church of a thousand members
ir more shall report to the Annual Conference not less than Fifteen Dollars,

ir more as the church shall feel the necessity of the object; each church of

ive hundred or more members. Ten Dollars; each church of two hundred or

here members. Five Dollars; each church with less than two hundred mem-
)ers, Three Dollars; and all missions, Otic Dollar. Each Sunday School with

nore than three hundred pupols, Five Dollars; each Sunday School with

nore than one hundred pupils. Three Dollars, and all Sunday Schools under

me hundred pupils, One Dollar. Each and every League, One Dollar.

Sach and every minister of each Annual Conference, One Dollar. Two per

:ent of the eight per cent of the Dollar Money given to the Church Extension

Society, and two per cent of the eight per cent of the Dollar Money given to

;he Missionary Society; this however to come out of the four per cent for

nome mission work in each Annual Conference.
' This plan is only a suggestion from which we hope this General Conference

can and will enact such legislation as will in the future give the needed help

to our conference beneficiaries.

The Secretary should not be paid out of this fund but from the Finandal

Department. He should travel, preach and lecture and stir the church to

the importance of the task, lay these claims before our wealthier members
and solicit donations for th^s permanent and sacred fund.

Marriage.

Marriage is a divine institution and given to man because God saw that it

was not good for man to be alone. This institution came into existence in
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the time of man's innocence. It is God's method for the increase and per

petuity of the human race; for he enjoined upon our first parents to multiplj

and replenish the earth, and in this marriage is doubly beneficial. It noi

only replenishes the earth, but makes heaven resplendent with that numbe:
which no man could number.
The family, which is the unit of civilization, originates in marriage; and ii

proportion to the sacred regard for marriage, the civilization of man rises tc

a higher and more glorious stage, enriching and ennobling the lives of all whc

are under its holy and beneficent influence.

Marriage is regarded as a contract, but none have been able to find the

class to which it belongs. This is however the legal side; but it is more, foi

marriage is the moral, legal and physical union of one man and one woman,
a relation that is honorable among all men, sanctioned and blessed of God,

and should be entered into after the most mature deliberation and fore-

thought, for each takes the other for better or for worse. This union endows

each with the highest and most far-reaching benefits of sex-knowledge, and

the intent of the Almighty in the propagation of offspring.

The church, with God our Father, the Founder of this holy institution cA

matrimony, must voice the purpose of God by its sanction of this moral,

legal and physical union; that the human race may be increased, the founda-

tion of the family laid; the unit of civilization made strong—that in the

component units that make up civilization, the world may be blessed, God

may be glorified and in the end, the innumerable hosts of heaven may mag-

nify and laud the God who gave to man an institution, that when rightly

'regarded, he can find in it happiness here and from it obtain a higher spirit-

ual idea of the union of Christ and his church.

Marriage can reach its sublimest and holiest object only when there is one

moral standard for both men and women, and this the church should insist

upon. It has the right to take this attitude because the eternal God by his

institution of it, gave it the sacredness attached to it, and did not differ-

entiate between the chastity and morality of the sexes. Every interest of

the human family demands the highest ideals in this union so necessary to

Christian civilization. The church can take no neutral ground, but must

stand where God stands, and uphold all the requirements as laid down in the

Holy Scriptures. The church is the pillar and ground of truth, and whatever

of truth enshrines this holy institution of marriage must shine forth in its

brightest rays wherever the church lifts up the banner of the lowly Nazarene.

Divorce.

Divorce, other than the regulation prescribed by God, is the direct vio-

lation of his injunction: "What therefore God hath joined together, let not

man put asunder." The evil of divorce enters into the dissolution of the

most sacred ties that bind man and woman together, not only for man's

happiness but the perpetuity of the human family, the development of

society and civilization. Whatever strikes at the root of the unit of human
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•ogress mars the fabric of human society, destroys the culture, refinement

id moral beauty of the marriage state.

Divorce threatens the well being of children, casts a gloom over their

nuig lives, and overshadows them with the clouds of adversity, that the

issing years never fully disperse. It creates in their young hearts hatred

ul distrust either as it ell'ects the mother or the father, and in this way to

>me extent nullifies the commandment of God: "Honor thy father and thy

idther that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God
\ eth thee." This of itself is one of the saddest commentaries that can be

ritten upon divorce.

The evil of divorce is too prevalent today among the civilized and Chris-

aii nations of the earth. It is working untold havoc in the destruction of

11 that should be sacred, uplifting and inspiring to those who have entered

ito the holy precincts of that institution which God has designed for the

lessings of mankind, and stand out as the sublimest symbol of the union

etween Christ and his church upon earth, and the beauty and glory of the

hurch in its triumphant state.

The church has this evil to combat not only among the laity, but its

linistry; and here the church should assume an unchangeable and deter-

lined attitude, declaring most positively, especially among its ministry,

hat no divorce shall receive its sanction, but that for which God himself

ath said the bands of matrimony may be dissolved, no neutral ground

bould be occupied. No minister should be allowed to officiate in the

lulpits of the African Methodist Episcopal Church who has two living

/ives. The doors should be barred so closely that such cannot enter, and
ipened wide enough to thrust into outer darkness the one who would dare

,0 blacken the robe of the ministry with such a crime against God and
luman society.

The church cannot look upon divorce other than God, who has set forth

he only cause for which it can be recognized. To do so, is to dishonor God,
liscard His sacred Word, besmirch the holiest institution upon the earth and
ower the only unerring light that man possesses to guide him through this

nlderness of sin and woe.

The church must gather her forces against this mighty peril; dethrone and
lestroy this monster of iniquity, and instill into the minds and hearts of all

luman beings that God's law is to be honored, respected and become the

lupreme rule and guide for the life and conduct especially of all Christian

people who have been turned from darkness into light, and have enlisted in

;he army of the Lord who hath said: "Be ye holy, as I am holy."

University Propaganda.

In presenting this University Propaganda, it has no reference to the
standardization of our colleges and universities, or the strenghtening of their

curricula or financial endownment. We have looked upon a university as a
place with a certain number of professors; a curriculum with a prescribed
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standard and an endowment fund of so many dollars. This idea of a unive

sity meets the needs and wants of the present age. A university shou

embrace all these and more, especially as it relates to a race that is ever

where spoken against, and has been and is now striving for the full enjoymei

of all rights, privileges and immunities guaranteed by the Constitution

.

the United States thereof.

A university must be a designated place where only young men and worn*

receive instruction in the liberal arts and sciences where men are tunw

out to enter into the professional walks of life. A university should have

spiritual life adapted to the race or people who sustain and perpetuate it.

Ben Zion Mossinsohn of the Hebrew University at Jerusalem, gives th

definition: "A university bears in its name the idea of a universal forum >

expreseion for the soul of a people." That is, a university should be tl

place of all, where a people should send forth to the world not only the be:

that enters into the very life and existence of that people; but the wrongs ar

grievances that hinder and retard the real and full development of the li

and existence of that people—with the idea of removing every wrong an

grievance, that people may come into their own and be wholly unhampere

in the race erf life, so as to reach not only the highest standard of civilizatic

but enjoy in common with all other races the rights of said civilization. 1.

do this, the African Methodist Episcopal Church should found and begin i

Uliiversity Propaganda or Bureau of Research and Information—^that i

set apart such a Bureau with a competent head; enter into research for a

information of what the Negro has accomplished in the past; his relation 1

the governments of that age; his contribution to their development; what \

has accomplished in this newer era of civilization; the wrongs he suffers—an

a strong appeal made to the reason of civilized man to lift the handicaps thi

tie him down to certain prescribed conditions.

To do this, there must be the establishment of a great printing departme

by the church, where thousands of pamplets can be printed, containing tl

contents of this research, and distributed to all libraries throughout tl

world, governors of all states, to all church denominations and city officia

everywhere that the public mind may be more enlightened on the past an

present of the Negro, and thus awaken the public conscience, for it is asleei

By this great universal forum, we can mould and shape a more favorab

sentiment for the Negro, and in the establishment of this University Propi

ganda we can build a race library that will become a mecca for the literati (

all races.

No sectionalism should enter into this setting apart a.universal forum (

the expression of the soul of the Negro. Wilberforce University, being nc

only the oldest of the schools of the African Methodist Episcopal Church bi

of the race, should be the designated place for this University Propaganda t

Bureau of Research and Universal Information.
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Organic Union.

When our Saviour said: "And other slipcp I have which are not of this

f d, them also I must bring and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be

f fold and one shepherd." He spoke of the Gentiles and the Jews be-

iining one universal church with Christ as the head, and this is the object of

(iristianity—to bring all of the believers in God into one communion and
flowship. In that memorable prayer in which he prayed: "Holy Father

lep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they

)iy be one as we are one," he did not refer to any federation or simply one-

issin aim and purpose, but one in all that goes to make up the Christian

lurch in membership; and that holy union that characterized the Father

I dthe Son. The Father and the Son are one in person, one m belief, one

the final consummation of all things; and since the Father and the Son

ive never been divided in the methods and plans for the redemption of the

)rld, it is God's purpose that the church on earth should not be separated

ito denominations. The church is not built upon the diversity of the

anions of men, but upon the one simple belief that Jesus Christ is the Son

God, and other foundations can no man lay than that which is laid

—

sus Christ.

U there is but one foundation and only one, then only one church can be

lilt on this foundation. It is as true as the theorem in Geometry: "From a

ven point in a straight line one perpendicular can be drawn and only one."

To fulfill the purpose of Christainity and meet the requirements of God our

ather, there should be but one church and organic union opens the way for

lis one great movement launched by the African Methodist Episcopal

hurch, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and the Colored

[ethodist Episcopal Church of America.

This organic union will strengthen the spiritual, moral, intellectual and

aysical forces of the church whereby it can and will exert a greater influence

I the salvation of man, and eliminate the rivalry and ambitious feeling of

ich separate organization.

The energy and power of the oneness of such a Christian organic body will

btract and hold the attention of human governments as never before, and

npress them more and more with the potent influence of Christianity in

taping and moulding human civilization.

The united resources of such an organic body will be more beneficial to its

wn inherent interests, and the better prepare it to increase those resources

•om within and without; thereby enriching the body with means for the

stablishment of greater literary institutions and Theological Seminaries for

he dissemination of knowledge among the laity, and the efficiency of an

bier and stronger ministry to preach a gospel of power, whereby the masses

/ill be more largely touched and brought into the one fold of both Christ

nd Methodism.

Organic union will enable this united body of Christian workers to map
)ut and prosecute a larger, more progressive and aggressive program of
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missionary work and endeavor both in home and foreign fields. The heathei

cannot fully understand how we are Christians and yet in separate denomi

nations, preaching the same gospel. He feels that if we are Christians W(

are brothers, and if we are brothers we should be one church, under oni

name. Organic union then in the removal of these obstacles, will give tb

church greater prestige and influence in foreign missionary work.

Organic union however, cannot come in a few days or months; it mus

come through the process of an educational campaign, careful deliberati<H^

mature consideration and prayerful devotion on the part of the BishoJ
General O^f cers, leading ministers and laymen of each church until it reacM
every minister and the humblest layman in each separate denominatioP

We p^ay, as our Saviour prayed, that we may be one, as he and his Fathci

were one.

Equal Rights for Women in the Church, Ministry Excepted.

The progressive march of civilization is placing woman upon a higher

plane, both in the civil and national governments, thereby recognizing hei
j

fitness and efficiency in dealing with the political nature and management ol

said governments. The acumen displayed by woman as she advances to

these higher and greater rights and privileges, bprs the oft repeated phrase

of "The weakness of woman." If the political powers have advanced to the

point of the discovery of her ability, and qualification to share with man the

weighty and intricate problems of the principles of finance, economy, law

and jurisprudence, it is equally befitting that she should be on a parity

with man in Ecclesiastical gover^nments, and should be coordinate with

him in its rights, privileges and immunities. Too long has woman been

looked upon as inferior to man because of sex, and restricted to certain

limitations in Church and State. Her condition in heathen countries has

kept her in a servile and subordinate position, but Christianity, wherever

it has prevailed and exercised its potency, has lifted woman to her proper

sphere, and made her a factor of no mean infiu^ence in shaping and mould-

ing the human race, and as a mother, she has, and can manifest more love

for the uplift and betterment of her offspring than any other human being,

and in this element she shines with an unsurpassed brilliancy, which should

both command and demand the recognition of man in every avenue of

political or Ecclesiastical government.

Man has qualified woman's sphere of activity by his own "Ipae dixit,"

and not by any expressed will or command of Almighty God. When the

Eternal God created our f^rst parents. He said: "Let us make man in our

own image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of

the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth

and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." Here God

includes woman in the exercise of dominion, supreme authority over all

animals and the whole earth. Man here is used in the generic sense, and

this is evident, for after he says: "Let us make man in our image, after
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lour likeness," He also says: "Let them,that is, both man and woman have
!domini«n." If God, who knows all things and sees all things from the be-

ginning to the end, can invest both man and woman with such supreme

:
power over tlie earth and all things therein, what reason can be, in the ab-

'sence of the exptessed will or command of God, for limiting the rights and
activity of woman in the church?

Woman enters the church upon all the conditions and obligations of the

man, and is subject to all the taxation required by the law of the church,

and in bearing these, with limitations, she has the same right to say to the

church, what the original thirteen colonies of America said to King George

of England, that "Taxation without representation is tyranny." Therefore

we recommend that this General Conference of the enlightened Twentieth

Century in body assembled, pass an act removing every word or phrase that

relates to sex, the ministry excepted, and that woman be given the right to

be Stewards, Trustees, Delegates to District Conferences, Annual Con-

ferences, Electoral Colleges and General Conferences, with equal rights and
privileges with man.

The right to sit in Annual and General Conferences involves a constitu-

tional question, and should this General Conference pass said act, it shall be

submitted to the ensuing Annual Conferences of the entire connection for

ratification or disapproval, and the vote of each Annual Conference shall

be forwarded to the Secretary of the Bishops' Council immediately upon its

adjournment. The Secretary of the Bishops' Council shall then report to

;
the next General Conference and after the canvass of the vote, if it is found

' that the said three-fourths of the Annual Conferences have ratified said act,

the General Conference shall immediately declare said act leg'al and opera-

tive.

Mob Violence.

The varioufe forms of governments that have existed and that now exist

in the world, havfe been constituted to safeguard both personal and property

rights of those who are its citizens or subjects, certain fixed laws and statutes

have been enacted to adjust legally all differences, and punish all infractions

of said laws and statutes. The highest function that can be performed by
any government is the protection of life and property; this gives stability to

the government and security to its citizens or subjects in the pursuit of life,

liberty and happiness. The fact that: "The powers that be are ordained

of God," proves that man needs constituted authority to order aright his

dealings with his fellowman. Nothing substantiates this more than that

God himself is our Sovereign Ruler, and exercises over all His Moral

government with moral laws, defining our duties to God and to man.
I The subversion of municipal, cSvil, or national government not only Weakens

its power, but also leaves its citizens defenseless, and a prey to the wickedness

and violence of those who stand in definance of law and order.
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Mob violence is the most destructive agent that confronts the civilization

of man today, and wherever it holds sway, it dishonors the highest principles

of justice, prostrates law in the dust of humiliation, decries every exalted

vestige of jurisprudence, decimates the security and sanctity of the Courts

of legal procedure, swathes in shame and disgrace the holiest attributes of

righteousness and sweeps hellward the intent and purpose of the Almighty in

the betterment and elevation of the human family, and robes in blackest

darkness the injunction to "Love one another as I have loved you." Hid-

eous and heinous to the vigintillionth degree is mob violence, that knows
no restraint, no reason, and in fire and blood destroys life and property with

impunity.

The Bishops, Ministers and Laity of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church have never, and neither can, nor will condone crime in any person

of any race or color, and they register most pronouncedly their condem-
nation of the forcible violation of the chastity of womanhood of every race.

But at the same time, the African Methodist Episcopal Church equally

marshals every fiber of its Christian manhood, and all its moral and intellec-

1

tual strength, against the burning, mutilating, or lynching of any human
being of any race by mob violence. It stands positively, manfully, deter-

minedly, unconquerably, fixedly and decisively for law and order, and the

prosecution of all criminals according to the statutory law as enacted by
the legislative bodies of every state. We protest in the name of God and the

laudable principles of justice against any and every act of mob violence as a

punishment for crime, and appeal to the Christian conscience of this country

to rise to the exalted plane of liberty, justice, right, and the elements that

constitute stable and established government, and protect every citizen,

regardless of race, color or previous condition of servitude, in every right,

privilege and immunity guaranteed by the Constitution of the United

States of America and the states thereof.

Disfranchisement.

Disfranchisement is the withdrawal, either by force or legal enactments,

of the right to vote in election. Such a procedure deprives a citizen of the

priviledge of sharing in the choice of those who shall exercise authority in

either municipal, civil or national governments, and the passage of laws by
which a citizen shall be governed or punished. Such discrimination sanc-

tioned by law is a crime whose enormity is indescribable in the most inelegant

expressions possible in the English language. It transcends the bounds of

Satanic ruflRanism, and paints the cheeks of justice so cadaverously, that a

microscopic observation would fail to recognize any trace or suspicion of its

having entered into the appearance of the slightest shade or tint of any form
of established governm.ent. It is a crime against personal liberty, it sanc-

tions the right of the preferred class over that of the common people, it

recognizes the superiority of one race, because of color, over that of others

who are not of a similar color. It overturns and abrogates the truth; "That

I
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God made of one blood all nations to dwell upon tho face of earth." Such
a condition will breed discontent, injustice and danger to the peace and
harmony of good government.

Disfranchisement is due to the baneful doctrine of States Rights and the
indifference of the national government to enforce the amendments to the
Constitution of the United States, thereby makmg a part of its citizens

,
subservient to laws based upon prejudice, especially in the Southern Section

of our country, where white is supreme and black is the badge of "the hewer
of wood and drawer of water."

No citizen can protect his life and property without the elective franchise

and this accounts for much of the oppression and suppression of the Negro
in this supposed "Land of the free and the home of the brave." This govern-
ment can never be free, with a portion of its citizens enfranchised and a
portion disfranchised; it can never be a great world power, as long as it takes

a larger number of votes to elect across the Mason and I>ixon line, than it

does on the lower side, and yet the disfranchised are counted in the basis of

representation.

• As dark as the picture is, and as horrible as the situation appears, the

Negro, if he will place every boy in school at the age of six and keep him there

until his majority, can and will wipe every disfranchisement law from the

statute books of every Southern State. Then let every Negro lift his voice

for a progressive and aggressive campaign of education, and strike the blow

that will make him free, measuring up to every requirement that makes
a man "a man for a' that and a' that."

Social Diseases.

Prudery, most frequently a co-adjutor with ignorance, has long darkened

the mind and poisoned the conscience of humanity against the consideration

and prevention of social disease, thereby undermining the moral foundation

of society, and leaving in its wake ruined lives, shattered physical wrecks and
subjects for insane asylums; but constant and aggressive agitation by some
of the most determined and enlightened minds of the Medical Fraternity,

has succeeded in relegating prudery to its deserVed haunts, and bringing to

the forefront the awakened intelligence and moral consciousness of the

nation, until the Congress of the United States passed a law creating the

Inter-Department Social Hygiene Board, and establishing a Division of

Social Diseases in the Public Health Service, appropriating more than a

Million Dollars to be divided pro rata among the states, provided they pass

a law requiring the reporting of all social diseases. Forty-four of the forty-

five states have enacted such a law, or a State Board of Health regulations

having the effect of law. This makes progress in the betterment and sal-

vation of the individuals who compose our social fabric and bespeaks for our

civilization more sound minds in more sound bodies, strengthening mentally,

physically and morally not only the present generation, but our posterity.
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No one thing more than the drafting of the young men of our nation for

the World-Wide War, revealed the alarming condition due to social diseases,

and to be physically fit for the hardships of this titantic struggle, it was
clearly demonstrated that social disease would have to be eliminated.

In this a greater impetus has been given to preventive prophylaxis, than

curative therapeutics, in order that the health of the individuals of the

nation may be safeguarded and the sanctity of marriage preserved, thereby

giving offsprings with healthful and sound beginnings, so as to produce both

men and women of physical and mental and moral fitness. It is one of the

highest functions of government, in the words of another, that the Hberty of

none can be paramount to the interest of the general community. Any one

who so conducts himseld as to become a menace to the public health has

reached the point where his individual liberty cannot count, therefore the

infectiousness of social diseases must be stamped out in the individual, in

order to secure and perpetuate the public health of society. It is Dr. Exner

of medical prominence, who says: "That the greatest evil to society results

from the shattered ideals, lowered standards, sensualized minds and per-

verted practices which are brought into home life and society." To safe-

guard the home and society from these basic evils, we must not only abolish

this disease, but we mufet not minimize, so far as possible, vice that

spreads it.

Dr. Bowers, another medical expert says that the problem has never been

solved, and that it has never been attacked, for the reason that it has always

been confused with a moral issue, and ridding the world of social diseases is

not a moral problem, but a practical problem in sanitation, and that social

diseases can be stamped out as any other plague.

If the civil and national governments, sustained by the medical fraternity

have discovered the alarming inroad of social diseases upon our social fabric,

the church, as no other organization, because of its moral and spiritual teach-

ings, should be aroused to the greatest send most strenous endeavor, to aid

in all the preventive measures to protect the health not only of the young
men and women who come under its immediate influence, but go out into

the highways and hedges and help to save those who have wandered from the

path of rectitude, and bring them into the moral path of righteousness,

moulding and establishing a more permanent Christian, as well as human
society.

Social diseases not only involve a problem of practical sanitation, but a

moral issue as well, for they have their origin in the violation of the moral
law of God, given for the regulation of the life and conduct of every moral

creature, subject to the moral government which the Almighty Sovereign

exercises over every creature that lives and moves and has his being in God.

The church being the repository of God's moral law, must face the problem

of social disease, both as a practical hygienic and moral issue.

Technically speaking, a man or a woman can be moral without the re-

ligion of Jesus Christ, but none can have the religion of Jesus Christ without
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being moral, therefore "Be ye holy as I am holy," must with no uncertain

sound be the ever present slog^an of the Christian church until holiness

life shall permeate our social fabr;ic and social purity shall be dominant in

Church and State and each succeeding generation shall fully and wholly

live up to the moral and spiritual law of God, our Father and Jesus Christ,

our Redeemer.

Dem.ocracy.

Amid the strife, upheavals, carnage of war and other disastrous calamities,

nothing has loomed up so largely and conspicuously as the spirit of Democ-
racy, and yet in its practical results, nothing has been so misrepresented and

caricatured as this same spirit of Democracy. Like Pharaoh's Egyptian

years of plenty and famine, it has produced fat ears for the more favored

race and lean ears for the more unfavored, giving us a condition the opposite

of that for which the World-Wide War was fought and militarism has been

conquered.

The freedom and self-determination of all races, was the burden of the

appeal to arms, but the signing of the Armistice has brought almost every-

thing of a destructive force, and not that of the constructive principles of

Democracy. Even Bolshevism has invaded not only our country, but the

very clime where armies met in mortal combat to insure the peace and
tranquillity of the world.

In comparing Bolshevism and Democracy, General Stefanik has said

that "Bolshevism is the negation of Democracy. Bolshevism speaks, shouts,

howls; Democracy thinks, teaches, convinces. Bolshevism awakens the

lowest instincts and desires; Democracy appeals to honor and conscience.

Bolshevism steals the neighbor's fur coat; Democracy weaves an overcoat

for all, even the poorest. Bolshevism gives to the people the torch and the

dagger; Democracy, the hammer and the plough. Bolshevism throws its

opponents in the sea, pulls them out of prison to beat them to death; Democ-
racy ascertains evil to cute it, eventually punishes to correct it. Bolshevism

sells soifls for profits, and forms parties of bandits and sectionaries; Democ-
racy gives advantage to all in accordance with right. Bolshevism means
decay, misery, hunger; Democracy creates and is the foundation of normal

life and well-being. Bolshevism is the blinding light of a rocket; Democracy,
the gloWing beam of salvation. Bo\^shevism is the enemy of mankind, and
and we have to fight it. In this comparison our country falls far short of

this glowing beam of salvation.

Abraham Lincoln described Democracy as a government of the people, by
the people and for the people, and it may be reasonably and justly added,

without regard to race or color or previous condition of servitude. Democ-
racy, to be real and unadulterated, must give protection to life and property,

equal justice in the courts, equal and the same accommodation on public

carriers, the right to exercise the elective franchise and participate in the

holding of office, and assist in the shaping of the governmelit that lays the
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burden of taxation upon all citizens of every race, and special privileges to

none.

Although our country has preached and magnified Democracy to the nth
degree, she is the most derelict in practicing its righteous principles toward
the Negro. When she went to the aid of France, England, Behgium and
Italy upon the blood-soaked fields of battle, once made famous by some of

the greatest Generals and armies of the world, the Negro was drafted to

fight for, defend and bear "Old Glory" along side the flags of the older

nation, whose glory has gilded the pages of past history with illustrious

achievements and amid rapid fire guns, bombs, grenades, deathdealing gas,

Zeppelins, aeroplanes and submarines. This same Negro, as a soldier,

measured up to the military standard and discipline, fought, bled and died in

some of the most hotly contested battles of the World-Wide War, assisting

in breaking the Hindenburg line, and yet, upon the demobilization of the

American Expeditionary Forces who have returned to their native land,

Democracy closes the door of opportunity, and stands silently by, while

lynching, mob violence and riots tell him in no unmistakable terms, that he

is not included in the freedom and self-determination of races.

The Charlotte North Carolina News said: "It is the marvel of the South,

as it ought to be the admiration of the whole United States, that when the

colored man in the hard stages of the war through which we are beginning to

pass, is being put to the test, he is measuring up to the full valuation of a

citizen and a patriot. There has been nothing wanting about him; in every

activity to which the mind of the country has been directed since it was
committed by its great President, the Negro has fulfilled his obligation,"

The Louisville Courier Journal said: "It is not necessary to go farther than

Latin-America to look for samples of capable Negro officers; there is no

doubt about the courage of Am.erican Negroes as soldiers; there will be no

doubt about the Negro candidates who have won commissions in the Offi-

cers' Reserve Camp at Des Moines. Officered by men of their own race, the

Negro will experience an increase of pride. The Atlanta Constitution said

"And if these things are taken into full consideration, and the proper spirit

of tolerance and the proper decorum, is manifested by both whites and

Negroes, each race deporting itself according to the principles of reason,

justice and moderation, Cam.p Gordon will turn out a complement of as fine

colored troops as ever stood in uniform, and of which the South and the

entire nation will be proud."

The Thomasville Times Enterprise said: "They are paying a debt, the

world debt, with their blood. They are equal in military service, and the

day is coming when they will work them,selves into a position to demand and

receive equal sufi'rage. When they do, the Negro problem will then have

been settled."

Mrs. J. D. Ham.monds of Georgia said: "The foremost races at last ap-

proach, as races the world of spirit, vision is coming to just opening eyes, a

vision of human oneness, of human brotherhood, of World-wide obligation.
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We could not see it before, we know what we did, all the old foundations of

human life are being tested, that only the unshakable may rem.ain. Jastice

and opportunity for all, that is the new world cry. Our ears are catching it,

its answer stirs deeper in our souls, some new thing in us yearns for it, for

those who have it not."

Prof. Branson of the University of North Carolina said: "The Negro

problem will be settled upon no plane lower than the Ten Commandments
and the Sermon on the Mount."

These expressions have the ring of true Democracy, and the Negro will

accept of no solution other than the broadest, sanest, most reasonable and

world-wide racial definition and practice, that is possible of the principles of

Democracy.

Let us not be discouraged, let us not be despondent, let us not weaken in

our conflict for justice and right, let us quit ourselves like men. The blood of

the Negro of this country and the blood of the Negro soldiers who made the

supreme sacrifice upon the battlefields, where Vicingetorix, Ariovistus,

Charlemagne, Napoleon, the Duke of Wellington, Marshall Ney, Blucher,

Hindenburg, Ludendorf, Foch and Pershing led their forces, either to

victory or defeat, will continue to cry in the ears of the Lord of Sab-

baoth, until the oppressed and suppressed everywhere will yet enjoy the

fruits of pure Democracy, or God will call the nations of the earth into the

valley of decision, and there render judgment upon all the evils of the

•world, and then His peace will rule in the hearts of the children of men.

Connectional Department.

Missionary.

The missionary propaganda of the world is waging a greater warfare than

ever among the nations of the earth. We, as a Christian church, are engaged

in our greatest missionary efiort, because we are surrounded by greater

missionary civilization. The work of Christian Missions has apparently

seized every land. Notwithstanding the Great World War that has existed

for the last four years, the missionary spirit has been growing, and the life

of the church has been quickened along these lines. This is as it should be,

the work of missions should engage the earnest efi'orts of all, this method of

evangelization seems to have reached, in a large m,easure, the accomplish-

ments of much good, and therefore should be expanded on a larger and more
comprehensive plan.

Despite the growing demands and grave responsibilities which it has

assumed, the work of the Missionary Departm.ent is increasing and growing

toward a fuller realization of its ideals along the line of missionary endeavor.

This hopeful state is being attained because the church is manifesting a more
active Christian spirit toward the developm.ent of missionary work, both at

home and abroad. Our missionary work began with the organization of the

church in 1816, and as the church grows in religious fervor and Christian
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activity, so must our interest in mission work grow and spread to greater

achievements.

Leaving the last General Conference in 1916, with a balance of $5654.32,

the Missionary Department has shown wonderful growth during the past

four years, this department has collected for the sacred cause of missions,

more than $225,000. To say that it is an essential success, is speaking

lightly of the work, because it has assisted the whole church in a very sub-

stantial m,easure, in the work of the home field as well as the foreign field.

If this department were conducted as it should be, namely, all the funds

collected for missions sent to this department and placed into one treasury,

instead of so many, the department would become a powerful influence for

good in the church; this can only be done by united action, love and esteem

for all phases of missionary work.

Throughout the South, the preacher has m.et with a response from his

people that is astonishing because of conditions, and yet the entire church

has responded nobly to the cause of the missionary department. The church

is learning more and more how to do mission work, and to be missionaries in

the true sense of sending the gospel to foreign fields. However, we need

earnestly to study the cause of missions and the methods of accomplishing

the most successful results.

Book Concern and Christian Recorder.

The Book Concern is one of the oldest institutions of the African Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, and should be cherished as one of the landmarks of

the church. In 1916, Dr. J. I. Lowe resigned as Manager, and the Bishops

of the First, Second and Third Districts nominated Dr. R. R. Wright, jr..

Editor of the Christian Recorder, which was confirmed by the Publication

Board, according to the discipline. Dr. R. R. Wright, jr., assumed the

offi,oes of both Editor and Manager, as he had previously done from 1909 to

1912. During the three and a half years the indebtedness has been paid oS

entirely, including the bonds issued by Bishop Embry in 1894 and 1895,

and notes made by Dr. Collett and others, and for the first time in nearly

thirty years. Bishops Johnson, Coppin, and the Handy Estate, Theodore

Gould, the Murphy Parker Bindery and others have been cleared of debt

from the Book Con'"ern.

The business of the Book Concern for the four years, 1912-1916, was

$53,161.24; the business for the four years, 1916-1920, will amount to

approximately $120,000.00, having already passed the $100,000 mark.

The Christian Fecorder had four thousand readers at the last General

Conference, it now has nine thousand; the number of employees has been

doubled and all taxes paid, for the first time in thirty years. The employees

are given accident insurance to the amount of over Ten Thousand Dollars.

During the quadrennium a linotype machine has been paid for, the same

is true of a Whitlock Press and Dexter Folder, an automatic Feeder and an
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electric mailing machine. The capacity of the business has already doubled

on account of these improvements.

The premises, 631 Pine Street, are too small for the bulk of the business,

and should be enlarged. The credit of the Book Concern is practically

without limit among the paper and book houses with which it deals, showing

a business acumen worthy of commendation.

Financial Department.

One of the special features of African Methodism is the policy by which it

seeks to operate many of its activities under one general plan, with all parts

functioning alike in the development of one great system that heads up
one central office. This is particularly exem.plified in our present financial

scheme, as centered in the Financial Department with headquarters at

Washington, D. C. This department is in a great measure to the African

Methodist Episcopal Church what the Treasury Departm,ent is to the

United States Governm.ent. While every dollar of our general fund does

not pass through this office, it is, ho wever, the Connectional clearing house

through which the entire general fund is reported as a m.atter of record.

It is interesting to note the several stages through which we have passed in

building on the foundation so wisely laid by the fathers.

In 1844 a plan was adopted under which each preacher having a charge,

v/;a^ required to raise Two Cents a month from each m,ember, for a general

fund, half of which was to be applied to the relief of distressed itinerant and
superannuated preachers, and for Eishops'salaries, the other half to be used

to create a fund or capital for carrying on the Book Concern.

The General Conference of 1868 provided that each preacher should col-

lect One Dollar from or for each mem.ber annually. Twenty-five Cents of

which was to be sent to Wilberforce University, Twenty-five Cents to

Book Concern, and Fifty Cents to be carried to the Annual Conference and
turned over to the Finance Com.mittee. This "was the beginning of our

present Dollar Money System.

In 1872 the Financial Department was organized as such, and the Rev. J,

H. W. Burley was elected as Financial Secretary. The Dollar Money pro-

vided for under the law of 1868 was made a general fund, under the control of

a general Financial Board, and it has remained this way, subject to some
slight changes, principally as to the manner and ratio of distribution.

The report of Financial Secretary E urley for the first quadrennium 1872

to 1876 showed a total of $95,554.11, and this was considered a very fine

showing. The report of Financial Secretary Hawkins for the quadren-

nium just ending 1916-1920, shows that we have raised during the last four

years over $1,000,000.00 Dollar Money. This is indeed progress, but we
are just beginning to awaken to a proper sense of our responsibilities and
possibilities.

In the light of these figures, it is safe to say that our present system of

collecting a general fund from our people, meets their approval, and we
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must continue to educate the people up to the idea of supporting this system,

till our reports will show a hundred per cent collection or the full Dollar from
or for each and every member. When we reach this point, we will be able

to take care of all of our general interests out of this fund alone.

The Church Extension Society.

Church Extension is the establishing of business methods, for the housing

and caring for the religious home of a society, to meet and perpetuate its

own usefulness to the com.munity; it is the helping hand of the ministry,

whose com.mission is to "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to

every creature."

The late World War taught us a lesson of value to those engaged in utiliz-

ing man power, for the more efi'ectual managem.ent of the forces engaged in

the war movem,eat: the mammoth gun for bom.bardm,ent; the machine guns

with their rapid fire to take the place of the scarcity of men force; but aside

from these, a most efficient arm of the comm.and was the Engineer Corps, to

prepare the way for the fighting troops.

The Church Extension Society is the Engineer Corps for the Army of

Jesus Christ, if the world is to be taken for Him. This Society has proven

beyond all peradventure its usefulness. It started in 1892 without a dollar

in the treasury, to secure the relief necessary to save embarrassed churches,

whose failure was inevitable, unless more efficient m.ethods could be obtained

burdening the connection with extra collections to save the situation.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church therefore organized a trust com-

pany made up of ministers and laym.en, whose loyalty and liberality have

laid on the altar for Christ from 1892 to 1916, $517,582.38. The Church
Extension Society has aided during the quadrennium 293 churches, with an

aggregate outlay of $80,242.93. Verily, Church Extension is a settled

business proposition with the connection and with careful business integrity

on the part of the administration, as well as its creditors. It may live to see

greater results accruing to our beloved Zion and its kindred departments.

The utility of the Church Extension is made apparent by the fact, that

funds are provided for the need of embarrassed churches, without resorting

to banks and loan companies.

A. M. e. review.

The A. M.E. Review, which is now entering upon the thirty-seventh yeai

of its continuous publication, is edited by Dr. R. C. Ransom and published

at the A. M. E. Sunday School Union at Nashville, Tenn. It^ is the oldest

magazine published by colored people in the United States. Its place is

unique, its field is broad, dealing with religion, letterS; science, art, ethics,

and government, with frank expression on current public questions. The
files of the Review are an archive, containing a body of literature which
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represents the highest thought, the best and noblest strivings of the Church

and Race, The Review represents the cot.tr'bution of the African Metho-

dist Episcopal Church to stimulate, enlighten, and inspire the spirit of a

people, while furnishing a medium of expression for its highest ideal in

everything that rejates to literatiu-e and life.

The magazine has more than twenty-six hundred subscribers scattered

throughout the United States, the West Indies, South America, West and

South Africa. With proper appreciation on the part of our ministers and

members, it should have at least ten thousand subscribers. Apart from the

work of our schools and colleges, the Afiican Methodist Episcopal Church is

performing no higher service, than by maintaining a literary magazine to

publish and preserve the best that our thinkers and scholars are doing to

combat error and injustice, and to establish truth and righteousness.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

In all things pertaining to perpetuity and progress, education is foremost

and fundamental. The African Methodist Episcopal Church has, during

its entire existence, distinguished itself by reason of the large allowance it

has granted education in the program of its development. Almost at the

birth of the church itself, the founders were stressing in no sirall way the

necessity of denominational education. The leadership of the African Meth-

odist Episcopal Church among the people of our race is m.ore directly trace-

able to its system of education than any other feature entering into its

composition and structure.

History bears ample and indisputable testirr.ony to the fact, that no

government, secular or Ecclesiastical has long survived the corroding and

crimibling influences, rife in the land, unadorned by the glory and grandeur

of the school. To our schools we owe much; it is difficult to overstress their

importance, they h ave poured into the main current of our church the mighty

resources of their strength and power. The establishment of the Depart-

ment of Education proved conclusively the far-sighted and far-reaching

wisdom of the fathers.

Many of the greatest leaders of the race are graduates of the schools of the

African Methodist Episcopal Church; distinguished and powerful m.inisters

in the pulpit, accredited Chaplains and Lieutenants in the Army; successful

physicians and business m,en; scholars and statesm.en have received their

strongest impulse and inspiration from, the colleges and universities fostere d

and maintained by the money and judgm.ent of our great connection.

We cannot lessen our desire to prom.ote the welfare of education in our

church. The whole world is re-making itself, and in so doing, it emphasizes

as never before, the need of learning, broad and deep. At no time in all

history has education been given a larger hearing. States everywhere are

passing compulsory school laws, and books are being furnished to each

public school pupil free of cost. We cannot lag behind, our program for

education must be enlarged, better facilities and higher efficiency must be

\
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guaranteed; if we are fearless and fair to our educational needs, generations

in the future will call us blessed.

The church should make special arrangements for the highest intellectual

and industrial education, in order that its schools should not sufier for

competent and efficient teachers. The presidents and trustees should place

increasing emphasis upon character and scholarship; they should insist upon
Christianity largely expressed in the dogmas and doctrine of our church.

We must increase and modernize our dormitories, equip our recitation rooms

with the necessary apparatus, we must beautify our school grounds and fill

the school days of our children with charm and fascination.

The large sum.s of money being raised in the various educational districts,

together with the magnificent buildings that adorn the campuses of our

schools, indicate a great awakening in the general church as it also expresses

the fact that the Bishops are endowed with a gloriovis vision.

It is for you, the chosen representatives of the sovereign people, to weave

into fundamental law of the church, enactments that will forever safeguard

the life and service of the department of education.

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN RECORDER.

This weekly journal takes its place with the best church papers of the race.

It is the second age of its kind in the African Methodist Episcopal Church
and has grown from a stage of almost insignificance, to the height of indis-

pensability, on the part of its readers. It carries a full line of fresh church

and race news, such as encouraging inspiration, and fills the minds of the

readers with friendly emulation, that results in stimulating the pastors who
may be afflicted with lethargy and indecision, to imitate the examples set by
those about whom they read, which tells how they succeeded in the manage-
ment of the church. It serves to promulgate the exchange of methods of

successful pastors. The editorials have been in strict accord with the cur-

rent news, and with regard for the advancement of the church and race, the

topics have been attractive and the arguments logical and helpful.

The church has realized the importance and value of this paper and by
the persistent eh'orts of its Editor-Manager, it has grown quite popular in

every section where the African Methodist Episcopal Church has been es-

tablished. It is not sectional in its dea lings nor editorials, neither is it partial

in the treatment of the ministers or laity, from a ministerial viewpoint.

Men of every rank, from the exhorter to the Bishop, can have a hearing

through the colum.ns of this paper, regardless of the section of the church or

country from which the article is sent. This paper serves purely the func-

tions of a church paper, and has not missed a single issue siiice the present

editor has been in charge.

The financial support has not been commensurate with its needs, so far as

that coming from the general church, the manager has to pay for the opera-

tion of it from the moneys collected for subscriptions, almost alone, with the

exception of a very limited amount from cheap advertisements. No all
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originally printed newspaper can exist upon its subscription money alone, it

is the advertisements that pay for the publication of newspapers, and a

church paper cannot consistently cany sufi'iciont advertisements to make it

self-supporting. The matter printed in the church papers is printed free of

cost to the writers, who send communications every week for publication.

If these communications were sent to a secular paper, the writers would have

to pay large sums for insertion of same. The Southern Recorder ha.s no Took
Concern or any other publishing house at its com,mand, in order to help out

with expenses. In view of this fact the Southern Recorder should be sub-

sidized to the full extent of its needs, that it may operate without undue

impediments.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

The Sunday School Union has had phenomenal success during the quad-

rennium just ended. Under the efficient and painstaking management of

Sec. Ira T. Bryant, this department has weathered m.any a storm.y gale,

kept up its reputation for clear-cut business m.ethods and steadily advanced

in the quality of its literature and the character of the general work done.

The past four years were strenuous and trying years for thi^ institution, and

yet in spite of conditions which the war made almost intolerable—lack of

labor and the high cost of all materials incident to the publication of its

literature—it has maintained its place and prestige as one of the m.ost excel-

lent business institutions of the church and race.

One would think that such handicaps as the lessened profits on literature

would in a large m.easure reduce to a mere minimum any healthy additions by

way of working material, and yet by shrewd managem.ent and generalship

on the part of the Secretary, new machinery has been installed and new lit-

erature introduced for the benefit of the Schools. The cooperation of all of

our Sunday Schools would make possible still greater strides in this direction,

and more and m.ore would this departm.ent be able to make improvements

such as may be demanded of it.

Another feature which has been added and which has given impetus to the

Sunday School work has been the Teacher Training Department. A sim.ple

and yet quite a liberal course has been m,apped out for teachers. The
work is arranged for study by correspondence and a regular class is kept

busy at the Union building all th'e tim.e. Certificates bearing the seal of

the International Association and the signatures of the officials are given

when the studies are completed. A large number of Sunday School work-

ers all over the connection have availed themselves of this opportunity to

becom.e trarned teachers and have either completed the work or are

pursuing it. The Secretary announces that further improvem.ents in this

work are to be expected and presented from.tim.e to tim.e.

The able corps of editors who do service on the literature have given ex-

cellent accounts of themselves, with the result that there is an evidence of

quality not to be discounted. The Secretary is to be congratulated upon
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his ability to acquire such talent and bring it into the life of the boys and

girls of the church.

We would suggest with emphasis that in all of our Annual Conferences

rp.ore attention be given to the work of the Sunday School. If the minister

can be impressed with the importance of the work, there is no cause to doubt

he in turn will pa?s the inspiration along and cause an awakening where

it is m.ost needed. When the young people are lost to the church, the deficit

cannot be determined in dollars and cents. It is the loss of lives which

should in all ways be directed into channels to strengthen our Zion. The
Sunday School seeks to save lives and thereby give perm,anency and stability

to the work and mission of the church.

This is indeed the child age. Social workers and civic organizations have

come to see and realize that young life must be conserved. Just as Pharaoh

in the case of the Israelites thought it to his advantage to impede the in-

creasing life of the Hebrews by wholesale destruction of male infants, just so

have the m,odern thinkers and students of life in all of its phases come to

realize that it is absolutely essential that this young life should be saved and

trained. We begin at the wrong end when we wait to direct adult life to

higher altitudes. If boys and girls are preserved with their physical, mental

and spiritual powers, there need be no fear for adult usefulness. The boy

makes the man; the girl makes the wom.an. The old woman was right when
she answered a query by stating that we should begin to train a m.an fifty

years before he is born. The Sunday School stands for this very idea—the

developm,ent of all that is God-like, all that is spiritual in every life, from the

beginning.

Looking over this vast assembly of brethren, gathered for the purpose of

doing appropriate work for the church, we are struck with awe when we
study the personnel of this august body—men with varied talents, fitted

for the varied duties of a great Church. Here we have brain and intellect

and spiritual power. Here we have the concentrated thought of the

church in mighty concourse assem.bled, and we congratulate ourselves

upon the excellent array of m.anhood. E ut, if we should for a moment
allow our im,agination to carry us back 35, 40 or 50 years, what would this

mighty organization be but a kindergarten filled with chattering boys and
girls—children and young people. Look ahead the same number of years

and picture another meeting of this kind—who, present now, will be present

then? Who will shape the destiny of the church as we today are trying to

do? There can be but one answer—the boys and girls of today—those

whom we have left at hom.e, will be assero.bled som,ewhere striving to per-

petuate the work so nobly begun and fostered by their forefather. We
would suggest that in all of our Annual Conferences m.ore tim.e be given to

the work of the Sunday School, so that the ministers may see the great im.-

portance of looking after the young life.

May we not speak here the sentiment of every one when we say that from

now on we shall make the work of the boy and the girl our work? That we
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shall get behind it and so open the doors and throw out adequate induce-

ments necessary to save to the church and the race the lives entrusted to our

care? Encouragement, unlimited, given our Sunday School work is our

prayer, and to this end shall we ever hope and bchd our efforts.

Allen Christian Endeavor League.

The Allen Christian Endeavor League, the Young People's Department of

the church, has become a vital force and has demonstrated the possibilities

of the young life as a potent factor in the growth and development of our

beloved Bethel. Starting twenty years ago, it has not grown rapidly, be-

cause it has not met the encouragement of the ministry, but notwithstanding,

it is today a fixture in the church, and more and more, are we seeing its

importance, for it is a training school for church workers.

The General Secretary, Julian C. Caldwell, has done yeoman service in

pushing the League, and today we have 4615 Leagues, with a membership of

ver 150,000. Literature of all kinds has been published and the young life

is stronger because of its publication.

The League stands for the confession of Christ, service for Christ, fellow-

ship m Christ, and loyalty to Christ's Church; it emphasizes the study of the

Bible, prayer and consecration.

The League believes like Wesley—"At it, and all at it, and always at

it." It finds a task for each, the least as well as the greatest, for the youngest

and most diffident, as well as for the few natural born leaders.

The League is thoroughly evangehcal, defining evangelical as a personal

faith in the di\nne, human person and atoning work of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ, as the only and sufficient source of salvation.

The demand for the League began with the recognition of the possibilities

and powers of the young people. There are, however, other considerations,

among which the loss of the young from the church deserves attention.

Thousands of them slip their cables and drift away from the church every

year, seventy-five per cent of the young men of the country are outside of

the church.

Among the many causes contributing to the deplorable state of things, is

the lack of home training. The family altar and the open Bible in the home
have almost been discarded , and sad to say, the church has not fully awaken-
ed to its duty concerning the young people. The church must remember
that the young people are not merely to be saved, but are saved to serve,

hence they are to be trained and developed.

The League has aided the church in Solving the great problem of assigning

to every man his work, and of inspiring every professing Christian to fulfill

the task for which he is best adapted. It has opened to the young, congenial

spheres of activity that have proven more fascinating and satisfying than
worldly pleasures, besides furnishing an avenue for the development of their

spiritual life. It has proven a training school for the young, where they have
been trained in the spirit of testimony and of aggressive, consecrated service.
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Labor Problem.

One of the most intricate, and as yet unsolved problem, is that of the Labor
Problem, and yet solvable when approached and considered by reasonable

and unprejudiced minds. The social distinction between capital and labor,

adds in many instances to the difficulty of the solution. According to the

Bulletin of the International Reform Bureau, the following facts are set

forth as to the wants of both employer and employee. The employer wants
industrial peace, improvement in quality and quanity of production, re-

duction in the cost of production, higher efficiency on the part of the em-
ployee, attentiveness and interest of the worker in his work and in his fellows.

The employee wants higher wages, better personal relations, good working

conditions, a square deal, steady work. These requirements are reasonable

and demands which employer and employee alike could meet, and through

trust, patient continuance and cooperation, such a state or condition could be

attained by both employer and employee—the Golden Rule: "Whatsoever

ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them," is the only real

and safe solution, not only of the Labor Problem, but all problems. To
follow this divine rule, all labor would be entitled to a living wage whereby

life may be sustained, and a sufficiency for sickness, disability and old age;

and capital would receive a just compensation for its outlay of money, and

a fair surplus on all money invested in industrial plants.

Otto H. Kahn in an address delivered before the Carnegie Institute on

Capital and Labor, said. "The employer's attitude should not be one of

patronizing or grudging concession, but frank and willing recognition of the

dignity of the status of the worker, and of the consideration due to him in his

feelings and viewpoints. Everything possible must be done to infuse interest

and conscious purpose into his work, and to diminish the sense of drudgery

and monotony of his daily task. The closest possible contact must be main-

tained between employer and employee; the worker's living conditions must

be made dignified and attractive to himself and family, the worker must re-

ceive a wage which not only permits him to keep soul and body together,

but to lay something by to take care of his wife and children, to have his

share of the comforts, joys and recreations of life, and to be encouraged in

the practice and obtain the rewards of thrift. Labor on the other hand,

must realize that high wages can only be maintained if high production is

maintained, the restriction of production is a sinister and harmful fallacy,

most of all in its effect on labor."

The condition that obtains because of the Labor Problem, effects possibly

the Negro more seriously than any other race variety, and for this reason,

as well as the fact that the majority of the members of the African Metho-

dist Episcopal Church belong to the laboring class, the church should be

much concerned as to the solution of a problem so vital to the interest

of those who form the greater part of its communion. The better the

working condition of the Negro, the higher wages, the open door of oppor-

tunity to labor, all tend to better prepare him to contribute more liberally



General Confekence A. M. E. CnuRCii. 205

to the financial enterprises of the Church, and besides, the Church should

lift its voice in behalf of more skilled labor among Negroes, for since the be-

ginning of the Nineteenth Century, machinery has played and is playing a

more important part in labor, and this of itself has brought about a new
relationship in the employment of labor. There must be a new adjust-

ment to present conditions in industrial centers, and this can only be done

by rising to the standard of requirement which inventions have created in

the labor world. The Twentieth Century industrial plant cannot be man-
ned by men not yet advanced from the Eighteenth Century method of in-

dustry, therefore we believe it is the duty of the General Conference of the

African Methodist Episcopal Church, because it has, in almost every in-

stance, taken the initiative in the cause of the Negro Race, to appoint a

Labor Commission, consisting of three Bishops, three Elders and three

prominent labor leaders, whose duty shall be to collect data and facts as

to labor conditions in general, and that of Negro labor in particular, also

a list of industrial plants, employing Negro labor and those who do not,

and seek through every and all honorable means, a wider door of oppor-

tunity for Negro laborers,- and such an adjustment and relation as will give

them equal wages for equal work.

Bishops and the General Conference.

The Bishops in times past, in using their godly judgment in adjusting

the work of Episcopal Districts upon the demise of the presiding Bishop,

have been subjects of criticism and the question has often been asked, Are

the Bishops greater than the General Conference? The thoughtful mind in

considering this question, would readily answer in the negative, for there

is no power or authority in the Church greater than the General Confer-

ence; it is the court of last resort, it has both self-determining and crea-

tive power.

In the interim of the General Conference, there must be some place where

power and authority reside, and this, to the one versed in Methodist law,

is in the Bishops, the chief pastors of the church, for the power to super-

intend with the corresponding responsibility for the care and safety of

the Church carries with it the right and authority to direct and adjust

every and all parts of the Church work that is without efiFective superin-

tendency; but this however, is questioned, and yet a broad and liberal

interpretation of the second restrictive rule, will give the Bishops unlimited

authority in the adjustment of any Episcopal District in the interim of the

General Conference.

Since this broad and liberal interpretation has not been given and re-

ceived the approval of the General Conference, the question arises as to

its approval by the General Conference, and therefore there should be a

method by which the Bishops could exercise their godly judgment in the

adjustment of an Episcopal District upon the demise of the presiding Bishop

without being subjected to criticism, and that, too, for action which they

deemed to be for the best interest of the Church.
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ft is the contention that the Episcopal Districts are fixed by the act of

the General Conference, and the General Conference being the supreme
authority of the Church, the Bishops as creatures of the General Conference,

upon the death of a Bishop v/here an Episcopal District consists of two or

more States, have no right or authority technically to separate the said

district and assign two or more Bishops to superintend the work thereof

until the ensuing General Conference, but that the Episcopal District

should remain intact as fixed by the preceding General Conference. This

contention in fact and in law is right, unless we accept the broad and lib-

eral interpretation of the second restrictive rule, as yet not announced and
unapproved by any General Conference. Barring this interpretation, the

General Conference in its interim is still supreme, and any act in the as-

signment of two Bishops to an Episcopal District upon the death of its

presiding Bishop, would be tantamount to the division of that district,

and thus become violative of the act of the General Conference estab-

lishing said district.

"What would be the right of an Episcopal District thus separated by the

godly judgment of the Bishops, for its effective superir.tendency during

the interim of the General Conference? They could appeal to the ensuing

General Conference from the act or godly judgment of the Bishops, and

this appeal would serve as a "supersedeas" or stay of proceedings upon
said act and godly judgment of the Bishops, and this would leave the

Episcopal District in "statu quo"' as fixed by the preceding General Confer-

ence, forcing the Bishops to let the Episcopal District remain as fixed by

the General Conference, and assign only one Bishop to the district. This

woula make the work of that Bishop who already had the oversight of an

Episcopal District, too laborious, the work would suffer for want of proper

supervision, therefore, both to avoid criticism upon the Bishops in the

exercise of their godly judgment, and for the good of the Church, a proviso

should be placed in the discipline giving the Bishops the right and authority

to divide an Episcopal District of two or more states, upon the death

of the presiding Bishop, and so partition the superintendency thereof, as

not to be a burden upon any one Bishop who already had an assignment

to an Episcopal District by the General Conference.

The ministry and laity of the Church are not disloyal to the Church,

neither to t?ieir Bishops, but the increased and increasing intelligence of

both the ministry and laity of the African Methodist Episcopal Church,

will not suffer them to sit idly by and see their rights taken from them,

either because of expediency or necessity in the face of law we recommended

that this General Conference make adequate provision for such contin-

gencies arising in the interim of the General Conference.

Prohibition.

Ever since sin entered into the world, there have been two contending

forces, the one for righteousness, the other for evil. The influence of the

one has been for the uplift and progress of humanity, in the greatness
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of which God is glorified and His Commandments, laws and statutes are

exemplified in the march of Christian civilizi.tion. The influence of the

other has been the demoralization of those of the human family who have

allied themselves with the evil, the enthronem.ent of the powers of darkness,

by whose acts righteousness has been trampled upon by unhallowed feet.

But the day star of hope for the most brilliant illumination of right and

truth has arisen upon our land, with God's ever increasing Gospel of grace

in the hearts of the children of men, transforming and renewing the minds

thereof, and thus planting deeper and deeper, not only intellectually but

spiritually this Gospel of grace, which enlightens the heart, strengthens

the conscience, arouses the will and energizes the emotions, until the cause

of Prohibition is pregnant throughout our land and country.

God set His disapproval upon intemperance in the curse of Noah upon

his grandson Canaan, Solomon, the wise man, out of his abundant expe-

rience in his proverb^!, asked: "Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? Who
hath contentions? Who hath babblings? Who hath wounds without cause?

Who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they

that go to seek mixed wine," and then impresses the injunction: "Look

not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his color in the cup,

when it moveth itself aright. At last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth

like an adder."

Isaiah in his prophecy concerning Ephraim baid: "But they also have

erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the

priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed

up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in

vision, they stumble in judgment."

Many other quotations could be cited to show the Divine disapproval

of strong drink which manifests the Divine sanction of prohibition and

whatever God disapproves, man should shun, and whatever He approves,

man should follow, for therein iieth the blessings of God, the spiritual, moral

and physical well-being of man. We have no better example on the pages

of Holy Writ than that of the Rechabites recorded by the prophet Jere-

m.iah, who had been commanded by Jonadab not to drink wine, and when
the Lord spake to Jeremiah and said unto him: "Go into the house of

the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them unto the house of

the Lord, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink." He
obeyed the voice of God and brought them into the chambers of Hanan
the son of Igdaliah, and set before them pots full of wine and cups, and said

urito them: "Drink ye wine," but the Rechabites, true to their teaching,

said: "We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father,

commanded us saving: "Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye nor your sons

forever." And because of this noble and high family characteristic, God
through the prophet Jeremiah said unto them: "Because you have obeyed

the commandments of Jonabab your father, and kept all of his precepts,

and done according unto all that he hath commanded you; therefore thus
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saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Jonadab the son of Rechab shall

not want a man to stand before me forever."

Such high moral family training is the only method that can and will

make for real prohibition. The family is the unit of both Church and
State and must be trained and instructed in the evil of strong drink, and
with the family as the basis, the national government can sustain and en-

force its prohibition laws, check the forces of evil and make our country

truly "The home of the brave and land of the free."

The African Methodist Episcopal Church, a branch of the Church mil-

itant must ever in accordance with divine teachings and holy Command-
ments, preach, practice and enforce prohibition, blessing her communi-
cants, and adding her quota of influence to the highest and noblest Chris-

tian civilization.

Committee on Ministerial Inefficiency.

A call to preach is also a call for preparation, but many of our ministers

unlike Timothy, neglect to stir up the gift of God within them and become
a burden by their own inefficiency. In this unprepared state they abuse

the Church, Bishop, Presiding Elders, fellow ministers and people, not

knowing that their failure is due to the fact that they have not studied

the word of God and other helps that will enable them to become useful

and powerful ministers of the Word of truth. On the other hand, some are

afflicted with abusive loquacity to such an extent that churches refuse to

receive them as pastors, and the Bishops and Presiding Elders are puzzled

to know where to give them an assignment, and in the event that

they are left without an appointment, they threaten suits against the Bish-

ops, Presiding Elders and the Church. This unpleasant condition makes it

the imperative duty of the General Conference to pass such an act that

will relieve both Bishop and Presiding Elder of such an embarrassing situ-

ation. The need of the church is a committee for each Annual Conference

on Ministerial InefRiciency, to whom the Bishops and Presiding Elders

can refer all cases of mental, financial and physical delinquency and abu-

sive loquacity, and said committee shall have the right to call said minis-

ters before them, and upon proper examination, shall recommend to the

Annual Conference their location, or a place among the supernumeraries.

The approval of said recommendation shall fix the status of this class of

our ministry.

Evangelism.

The word, "Evangelism" in the original Greek is from "Euanggelio,"

aieaning to address or announce good tidings, in our dictionaries, the doc-

trine and preaching of evangelical principles, instruction in the Gospel.

From whatever angle we may consider it, the purpose cf evangelism is the

saving of the souls of men by preaching the facts of the Gospel as recorded

in the sacred Scriptures. The ministry of Jesus Christ by reason of the call
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to the ministry, hath only one chief thing to do, and that is to preach

and preach with authority, that Jesus Christ came into the world to die

to save sinners, and that there is no other name given under heaven where-

hy men can be saved, except the name of Jesus. This preaching God has

promised to accompany with his Holy Spirit, and that it shall not return

unto Him void, but it shall accomplish that which 1 please and it shall

prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Jesus Christ, through Evangelism, brought man to a knowledge of re-

demptive truth, the Apostles and their successors have developed and ex-

panded the Church by evangelism, and that which is yet to save the world

is the preaching of the good tidings of the Gospel.

Methodism is "religion in earnest," "religion on fire," and he who would

be an iceberg in the pulpit, is not fitted for the ministry of the African Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. The destiny of men is too great and awful to

hang upon ministerial indifference or coldness, in the place that should

radiate the warmth of the Gospel message, fired by the live coal from God's

Holy altar. We would not undervalue the power and work of special

evangelists, but we do claim and that rightly that each minister called to

God's service should dwell so near the eternal throne of God, that through

him and by him should come that promised power from on high, that men
will hear and humble themselves before the throne of grace, whence shall

come that love that is poured into the hearts of men by the power of the

Holy Ghost which is given unto us. There must be in the hearts cf the

ministers, a passion for the souls of men, and as this passion rises in its

intensity through the power and influence of the Holy Spirit of the living

God, men will bow with broken hearts and contrite spirits until they shall

fully realize the new birth, and rejoice that their names are written in the

lamb's book of life.

African Methodism needt, an awakening on evangelism, and it is our

hearts' desire and most devout wnsh that the General Conference will pro-

vide for a quadrennial evangelical movement, to begin at some stated

time upon the adjournment of the General Conference, and that it con-

tinue during the entiie quadrennium, and that each minister of the Afri-

can Methodist Episcopal Church become an evangelical flaming torch,

hghted hom heaven's burning and holy altar, scattering live coals from
between the wings of the Seraphim, who stand on either side of heaven's

throne of unexcelled Beatific whiteness, in their antiphonal chant, crying,

"Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory."

The world must be saved, the African Methodist Episcopal Church
must do its part, and it can only be done by the preaching of a forceful,

burning, heavenly lighted evangelism. No selfdignified, theological,

hermeneuticai, hair-splitting Gospel according to sophmoric methods,
will save the world, but a plain declaration: "Repent ye for the kingdom of

heaven is at hand." No doubting of the canonical Scriptures by appeal-

ing only to the intellectual side of man, can bring men to a knowledge of
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Jesus Christ, but divested of all formalities, all worldly philosophy, all

vain deceit, all personal and selfish aggrandizement; let the ministers of

God and the African Methodist Episcopal Church stand forth as Paul,

and solemnly declare to mankind everywhere, "I am determined not to

know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified."

Commission on After-War Problems.

Your Bishops during their Mid-Winter Council, convened at Tampa,
Fla., Feb. 13-16, 1919 deemed it advisable to appoint a Commission on

After-War Problems, and the following persons were designated to con-

stitute the commission: Bishops C. S. Smith, C. T. Shaffer, J. S. Flipper,

J. A. Johnson, W. H. Heard, Rev. R. R. Wright, jr.. Prof. J. R. Hawkins,

and Prof. A. S. Jackson.

The Commission was organized by the election of Bishop C. S. Smith

chairman; Prof. J. R. Hawkins, Secretary.

Work and Scope of Commission.

1. The Commission shall deal with all After-War Problems afi'ecting

the religious, moral, educational and economic interests of the members

and adherents of the A. M. E. Church in particular, and of the race in gen-

eral.

2. No forecast of the detailed work of the Commission can be made,

inasmuch as that must be governed by the character and magnitude of

each problem as it may arise.

3. The initial work of the Commission will be in the nature of a scout to

be on the alert for any movement that may threaten the well-being of our

people.

4. To keep in touch with similar Commissions of other organizations

by correspondence and through the use of such other means as may be

feasible.

5. Where emergency may preclude the posiibil'ty of deferring the refer-

ence of any matter to the Council, en banc, it shall be referred to each

member individually for review and approval.

6. -It is recommended that when it is necessary for the Commission to

meet collectively, the expense of traveling and entertainment shall be borne

by the Financial Department. It is also recommended that the expense

of stationery, postage, typewriting, printing, etc., shall be likewise pro-

vided for.

7. The problem of overshadowing importance confronting us at present

is the welfare of our boys, now overseas, on their return to their homes.

The revival of the Ku Klux Klan in Georgia, Tennessee, and in commun-

ities of other Southern States, is not only deplorable, but points to the

possibility of violent race conflict in the near future. Touching this mat-

ter, we submit certain correspondence that has been placed before us with

the view of soliciting your consideration and approval.
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8. That the Commission shall collect and record data as to the contri-

butions made to the conduct cf the war by the A. M. E. Church and he-

come reasonably competent as a bureau of information on such subject.

Operations.

The Commission has issued in the aggregate, 20,000 copies of printed

matter, representing four district publications, the total number of pages

being forty-eight, making a grand total of nine hundred sixty thousand

printed pages, which have been distributed, in a direct manner, ' through

well established channels. Not a single page has been sent at random.

Aside from the Presiding Elders and the Annual Conferences, the chan-

nel of distribution has been through the mails. By the later method, we
have reached the President of the United States, and his Cabinet; the mem-
bers of Congress (435); Bishops of all denominations (271); Governors of

States (48); Attorney Generals of States (48); editors of daily newspapers

(1646); editors of weekly newspapers (2167); editors of religious news-

papers (450); secular Universities and Colleges (500); religious Univer-

sities and Colleges (810); theological Seminaries, (95); Grand total 6, 470.

Its memorial to the Congress of the United States was introduced in

both the Senate and the House, and was printed in the Congressional

Record of September 13, 1919, being the first time that a document ema-

nating from the African Methodist Episcopal Church was printed as a part

of the official proceedings of Congress.

No other organization of colored people in this country, secular or re-

ligious, has ever undertaken a propaganda with such direct and far reach-

ing methods as that of your Commission.

It seems to us that it is advisable to continue this or a similar Commis-
sion during the next quadrennium.

Recommendations.

FIRST—That the Women's Missionary Societies remain intact; the one

to be known as the Woman's Home Missionary Society and the other as

the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society. That the Mite Missionary So-

ciety shall hereafter be known as the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society,

operating in foreign fields exclusively and that the Woman's Home and

Foreign Missionary Society shall be known as the Woman's Home Mis-

sionary Society; both operating under the supervision of the Parent Home
and Foreign Missionary Society of the A. M. E. Church.

SECOND—That discretionary power be given the Bishops in making
appointments for more than five years. That they may call for the advice

of Bishops' Council and failing to do so for cause, they shall confer with

two Bishops, of the adjoining two district.

THIRD—That three Bishops be elected.
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FOURTH—That each station and circuit raise One Dollar or more for

the American Bible Society, said amount to be brought to the Annual
Conference, like all other funds.

FIFTH—That West Africa be placed under the Missionary Department
and that a Bishop be detailed from time to time to visit that field.

SIXTH—That Ways and Means be devised to have a Drive of Five

Million Dollars to cover a term of five years.

SEVENTH—That a Course in Missions be established at Payne Theo-

logical Seminary.

EIGHTH—That General Conference devise means whereby the sta-

tistics of the Church may be gathered and compiled.

NINTH—That the Western Christian Recorder be revived and an Edi-

tor elected.

TENTH—That power be given the Bishops to select an official account-

ant to overhaul once a year, or as often as possible, the books of our

various departments, also all of our schools.

As your Chief Pastors, we felicitate the Church both upon its prosperity

and progress during the past quadrennium; great have been our achit-.ve-

ments spiritually, financially and educationally, and to the All Wise God,

Our Heavenly Father, we ascribe praise and glory for His providential

care and blessings upon our labors.

We have passed through much that has been discouraging, because of

the distress, bloodshed, confusion and carnage brought on by the World-

wide War, and the unsettled condition of our people, especially in the South;

and yet amid the unrest and dark clouds of adversity that hung over us,

the Church marched steadily on v/ith a firm faith in God and a grim deter-

mination to accomplish greater results for humanity and the spread of

the Gospel, that contained the word of God, which is quick and powerful,

and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing

asunder of soul and spirit and of the joints and marrow and is a discerner

of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Our reliance upon such a strong

and mighty weapon has given us the victory over many oppositions and

opened up opportunities for the advancement and progress of the Church

in avenues where the wisdom of- man would ha've failed.

In view of our accomplishments and the trust reposed in us as the legis-

lative body of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, we, as your Chief

Pastors, call upon you to deliberate calmly, legislate wisely, for our Church

founded by thefathers upon the Fatherhood of God, the Redemption of

Jesus Christ and the Brotherhood of man.

Our General Conferences are characterized more and more by greater

wisdom and experience on the part of those who constitute the highest

tribunal of the Church, and more is expected along the lines of con-

structive legislation than ever in the history of the Church, besides, the
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ide-spread diffusion of knowledge among the laity demand that saner

id more interpretative laws be passed for the good of the Church spirit-

,lly, financially and intellectually.

We bid you to rise to the heights of great things, wise consideration,

oughtful action, prudent foresight, mighty deeds, masterful deliberations,

id connectional concentration of devout minds and wills, that a more

splendent star of hope may guide the Church amid the trials, turmoils

d upheavals of human ambition, calming troubled souls, subduing pas-

ms, thereby meriting the recognition of both the Christian and secular

Drlds, and the blessings of our Heavenly Father, who inhabiteth eternity.

Signed:

BENJ. T. TANNER,
EVANS TYREE,
L. J. COPPIN,
J. S. FLIPPER,
WILLIAM H. HEARD,
W. D. CHAPPELLE,
J. M. CONNER,

B. F.LEE,
C. S.SMITH,
H. B. PARKS,
J. ALBERT JOHNSON,
JOHN HURST,
J. H. JONES,
W. W. BECKETT

I. N. ROSS.



Reports

St. Louis, Mo., May 12, 1921

To the Bishops, General Officers, College Presidents, Deans and Member-

the Tu'enty-sixth General Conference of the African Methodist Episc

Church.

We your Episcopal Committee after prayerful consideration, cool deli

tion, and with an eye single to the glory of God and the spread of our

beg to again report progress.

First, We recommend that five bishops be elected and consecrate

this session.

Second, We recommend that Thursday May 13th, at ten o'clock a

the election of bishops be, and is hereby made the special order of the da

Respectfully submitted,

A. J. WILSON, Chairman,

S. J. JOHNSON, Secretary.

St. Louis, Mo., May 17, 192(

To the Bishops, General Officers, College Presidents, Deans and Member.

the Twenty-sixth General Conference of the A. M.E. Church.

We the members of the Episcopal Committee, having completed

labor beg leave to submit the following as our final report.

We have had before us all active bishops of the A. M. E. Church,

five newly elected bishops excepted, examined them carefully, cover

the whole survey of questionnaries as were suggested in our first par

report to you in the opening days of this General Conference and we f

that all of them, except Bishop B. T. Tanner have given close and effici

supervision of their work in pastoral charge^ Annual Conferences i

Episcopal Districts: traveling at large in their several Districts, accord

to the law laid down in our book of Discipline, and that too without exi

ordinary distress and fatigue, physically, and at the same time giv

general satisfaction to both pastors and people.

Your Committee found that they have been scrupulously careful

observe and enforce every law and parts of laws as set forth in the b(

of Discipline. Your Corpmittee is glad to report that there has been 1

three instances during this Quadrennium where exceptions were taker
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ily official act or decision of any of our bishops, and those were of minor

i portance.

In the matter of appointments all of our Church Fathers seem to have

en more than ordinarily cautious along that line, only in a few instances

>re noted where discretionary power was used by them in appointing a

stor or presiding elder for more than five years, and in every instance

e facts justified the act.

Your Committee is pleased to report that the whole bench of bishops

re a unit on the question of Church Extension, redistricting and the elec-

'.: bn of three new bishops to help superintend the work of the Church,

ouching West Africa, your Committee found that for lack of means and

aterial to carry on the work they all agreed to place West Africa under

e supervision of the Missionary Department; to this your Committee

und itself unable to agree.

Judiciary Proceedings.

Your Committee was called upon to take under consideration and examine

.to the following charges and complaints: (1). Complaint and grievances

I the laymen and members of South Carolina versus Bishop W. D. Chap-

sUe; (2). W. H. Young versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle; (3). D. H.

IcGill versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle; (4) R. W. Mance versus Bishop

L D. Chappelle; (5). Miller versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle; (6) D. E.

ice, et al Piedmont Conference versus Bishop W. D. Chappelle. All of

le foregoing charges were for maladministration of the law. These cases

ere contested by legal talent on both sides, and were listened to and care-

illy considered by each member of the Committee, and after examining

le facts and weighing each case upon its merits, your Committee has dis-

lissed the same for want of evidence and upon the grounds of irregulari-

|.es.

In the case of D. M. McGill of the Columbus, S. C. Conference and D. E.

lice, et al of the Piedmont S. C. Conference, in both cases as cited the

erdict was in favor of the defendant.

Case of Dan Brown versus Bishop B. F. Lee. (1) An appeal from the

lecision of the Bishop was not sustained by your Committee: (2) Dan
,irown versus Bishop Lee on charges of maladministration; the case was

lecided in favor of the Bishop.

R. B. Brooks versus Bishop John Hurst for maladministration. The
ase was dismissed on account of irregularities.

Your Committee recommends the passage of the character of all the

Bishops.

Bishop B. T. Tanner, by weight of years and physical disabilities, being

jnable to attend this General Conference, it is the sense of this Committee

;hat we extend to him our sincere sympathy and earnest prayers, and that

;be Conference send him a word of cheer and good will.
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After prayerful consideration, we have made the following assignment

of Bishops for the ensuing Quadrennium:
First District—Bishop William H. Heard.

Second District—Bishop J. Albert Johnson.

Third District—Bishop Joshua H. Jones.

Fourth District—Bishop Levi J. Coppin.

Fifth District—Bishop Henry B. Parks.
\

Sixth District—Bishop Joseph S. Flipper.

Seventh District—Bishop William D. Chappelle.

Eighth District—Bishop William W. Beckett.

Ninth District—Bishop Benjamin F. Lee.

Tenth District—Bishop William D. Johnson. . s;

Eleventh District—Bishop John Hurst. M
Twelfth District—Bishop Isaac N. Ross. S
Thirteenth District—Bishop Evans Tyree. ,

'f

Fourteenth District—Bishop Archibald J. Carey.
^

Fifteenth District—Bishop James M. Connor.

Sixteenth District—Bishop William S. Brooks.

Seventeenth District—Bishop Wilham T. Vernon.

Eighteenth District—Wilham A. Fountain.

Respectfully submitted,

A. J. WILSON, Chairman.

S. J. JOHNSON, Secretary.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PLANS OF CHURCH BUILDINGS.

To the A. M. E. Church General Conference, Twenty-sixth Session convening

at St. Louis, Mo., May, 1920.

We, the Committee on Plans of Church Buildings, know and see daily

the great need and demands for better church edifices and buildings of all

kinds throughout the church in America and in the foreign countries, and the

growing sentiment from nearly every pastor and layman in our Connection,

the calls and also demands for more beautiful, up-to-date and classical

church buildings with better sanitary conditions; mechanical structures,

with modern improvements, with light and ventilation, so that the health

of thousands of our people will not be in danger from contagious diseases

which we are liable to come in contact with in public gatherings.

We believe the matter should claim our immediate attention, more than

it has. Oftimes money and material are wasted because care is not taken

as to the manner of site or style of the erection of houses of worship, and

Whereas, Our Bishops, Church Edifice Committee, General Officers

and General Conference in Session at Norfolk, Va., in their Twenty-third

Annual Address have called attention to the same facts; and also the General
j

Conference in Session in Kansas City, Mo., passed a resolution indorsing
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he same, which we so earnestly bring to you as your Committee on Plans

or Church Buildings, therefore we recommend the following:

First, We find by thorough investigation that our ministers throughout

lur Connection are spending thousands of dollars yearly for poorly construct-

d edifices with bad ventilation, cheap furniture and paying unreasonable

)rices to architects and builders.

We recommend that as far as possible at all times, the pastors encourage

heir congregations to use our Supervising Architect so we may improve

hroughout the Connection the construction of better houses of worship

,nd schools. We believe this to be our duty to the church, to the stat'e

ind to our God.

We, therefore after looking over the work and talking with many of our

ainisters who have had buildings designed, supervised and constructed

inder Professor J. A. Lankford, M. M. S., LL. M., Architect and Mechanical

Engineer, the father, generator and promoter of this movement, recommend
hat he be elected by this General Conference as Supervising Architect

I the African Methodist Episcopal Church, without salary.

C. H. POWELL, Chairman.

E. H. HUDSON, Secrelary,

C. W. DUNLAP,
L. H. BROWN,
GEORGE N. WHITE.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PERIODICALS.

St. Louis, Mo., May 11, 1920.

We, your Committee on Periodicals most respectfully report that after

;areful consideration of the status of our periodicals, the work they have

ilready done and the great and increasing field of usefulness before them
.nd the necessity of so increasing their efficiency as to make them still

reater in their potency as educators of the public, moulders of Christian

entiment and disseminators of the highest and best thought, we most
espectfully recommend:
First, That the subscription price of our papers all remain the same

;o wit: $1 .50 per annum for the Christian Recorder, Southern Christian

Recorder, A. M.E. Review and the Voice of Missions $1.

Second, That the editor of the Christian Recorder have and be sole'v

esponsible as editor and be given entire charge of the publication of the

)aper, and that the office of managers of the Book Concern be separate

ind apart from the editorship, the manager to have charge and conduct

he business of the concern and a manager to do the same be elected by this

jeneral Conference.

Third, That the Western Recorder which is already legally in existence

md whose perpetuation has been recommended by the bishops shall be

evived and an editor elected to take full charge of the same.
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Fourth, That the Southern Christian Recorder remain as it is with ti ill

editor having full control and charge of the paper as its managing editor. (!f«

Fifth, That on the account of the high cost of white paper, it hav: lii

increased 500 per cent since the war and it being unwise to further incre
i iS:

ing the subscription price of the papers without rendering it impossi i it

for many of the men on poor work to subscribe for two of our periodic i (P

according to law, we recommend that the financial department pay ! if

the white paper and by such a subsidy make it possible to print our pap
j

jk

at the present price. We are led to make this recommendation becai i5

many papers have in the last year been crushed out of existence by t ik

cost of white paper, and what we recommend is now being done for otli 'J

religious papers by their church organizations. C

We further recommend that the papers of our church be so conduct

that there can come no just complaint from any section that free impart: I

hearing is not given to any part of the church or that news from any qus

ter of the church shall not have as wide publicity as space and circui

stances permit.

Referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy by motion of J. ]

Hawkins, seconded by Bishop Flipper.

Sixth, We recommend that the Review be placed as one of the requir

ments of studies for candidates in all the stated courses in the Discipline.

Seventh, We commend our editors for as far as they have been abi

to keep our periodicals abreast of the times in this new day of advanceme:'

and to place the great work of the A. M. E. Church before the world in i

highest usefulness and recommend that they continue to exercise the mo
vigilant care that literary excellence, expressions of thought and ne\

disseminated be only that which shall place before the world the high©'

ideals, and christian service.

W. W. Williams, Chairman; J. D. Barksdale, J. W. Dennis, Geo. Holme
~

J. S. Morant, A. W. Heyward, A. S. Blake, B. C. Crowe, J. H. McGhe
R. S. Slaughter, E. H. Flipper, I. H. Dixon, H. M. Steady, A. L. Brisban

W. L. Taylor, Austen Richardson, Geo. C. Taylor, H. D. Howard, Dav:

D. Williams, Solomon Porter Hood, Secretary.

St. Louis, Mo., May 11, 1920.

To theBishops and Members of the Twenty-six Session of the General Conferem^

We your Committee on Colleges and Universities beg leave to make thi

following report:

After having carefully studied conditions in general and different reporli

from Educational Departments in particular, we recommend

:

1. The full standardization of our schools as is laid down by the Educs

tional Board, outlined by the Secretary of Education.

2. That there should be two recognized Theological Seminaries maintaine

by the church and the smaller or weaker ones be submerged into these.
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. That there should be on "Educational Commission," as outlined by
Secretary of Education to act as a protection for the schools and that

re should be on open reciprocation especially as concerns the matricula-

I of students, whereby their status in former colleges can be had.

. We realize the nobility of this body to act definitely but we recommend
1 1 1 great stress be given the importance of increase in salaries.

>. We recommend that all presidents or acting heads of institutions be

nmbers of the Educational Board.

!. We recommend that all Annual Conferences retain their eight per

(• it educational money and send directly to the respective school treasurer.

'. We recommend that all College Presidents make their reports to the

Fucational Department, instead of to the General Conference.

I
Signed]:

Id. W. Miles, Chairman Commillee; Rev. Gonez, Secretary.

] the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-six General Conference.

We your Committee on Temporal Economy respectfully report:

We recommend that:

1. The salary of effective Bishops shall be $3500 per annum and that a

sm not to exceed $100 be allowed for incidental expenses which includes

tiveling, private secretary, parchments, literature and stationery expenses,

'lich amount is to be paid by each annual conference over which he pre-

.'led:

'2. The salary of a retired Bishop shall be $1750 per annum. To be paid

the Financial Secretary in the same manner as other Bishops are paid.

3. The salary of the General Officers to be as follows:

nancial Secretary $ 2500 .00

^anager Book Concern 2250 .00

ditor Christian Recorder 2250 .00

ditor Southern Christian Recorder 2250 .00

ditor Western Recorder 2250 .00

jcretary of Education 2250 .00

icretary of Missions 2250 .00

!cretary of Church Extension 2250 .00

jcretary S. S. Union 2250 .00

jcretary A. C. E. League 2250 .00

To be paid from their own Departments

—

Financial Secretary.

Secretary Sunday School Union.

Secretary Church Extension.

Secretary of Missions.

4. Editress Woman's Missionary Recorder, $750, (from her own depart-

lent); assistant editress, $250, (from her own department.)
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5. We recommend that the widows of Bishops shall receive $30 per montt

and the orphans of deceased Bishops under 14 years of age shall receiv

the sum of $25 per annum, the said amounts to be paid by the Financii

Secretary.

6. We recommend that the salaries of the presiding elders and pastor ''"^

shall be as provided for in the Book of Discipline (1916 edition), excep

to "J if.: "A presiding elder's salary shall be $2,000 per annum." A marrift

preacher's salary shall be $1,200 per annum, or any greater sum the chargi

is able to pay; their board, fuel, house rent or parsonage for family includini

children under 14 years of age and traveling expenses."

7. We recommend that the allowance for superannuated preachers shal „

be as provided in the "Hawkins' Plan;" and that the "Hawkins' Plan'
;

as shown in the Financial Secretary's Quadrennial report shall be adopted
j

(Attach "Hawkins' Plan.")

8. We recommend that the Secretary of Education pay the followinf

amounts per annum, to the following Universities, Colleges and Schools:

1. Wilberforce University, Ohio $ 2500J
2. Morris Brown University, Atlanta, Ga 2500 .M

3. Allen University, S. Carolina 2500 .OC

4. Edward Waters, Florida 2500 .00

5. Paul Quinn, Texas 2500.00

6. Kittrell, N. Carolina 2500.00

7. Western University, Kansas 2500.00

8. Shorter College, Arkansas 2500 .00

9. Campbell College, Mississippi 2500.00

10. Payne University, Alabama 2500 .00

11. Turner College 1000 .00

12. Lampton College, Louisiana 1000.00

13. Payne College, Cuthbert, Ga 1000.00

14. Flipper-Key, Oklahoma 1000 .00

9. We recommend that the Secretary of Finance shall per annum pa^
the following amounts to the following Theological Seminaries, or schools,

^

to assist in Theological training therein:
^

1. Payne Seminary, Wilberforce, Ohio $ 2500.00 H

2. Turner, Morris Brown, Georgia 1500.00
^ j

3. Allen Univ., Columbia, S. C 1500.00

4. Campbell (Jackson, Miss.) (Mound Bayou) 1000.00

5. Kittrell, North Carolina 1000 .00

6. Paul Quinn, Texas 1000.00

7. Shorter, Arkansas 1000 .00

8. Payne University, (Selma, Ala.) 1000.00

9. Western University, Kansas 1000 .00

On motion of Bishop Hurst, all of same class were given $1,500 per annum

10. Edward Waters, Florida $ 1000.00

i

G.
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1 1 . Turner, Cuth bert, Ga $ 500 .00

12. Flipper-Key, Oklahoma 500 .00

13. Lampton, Louisiana 500 .00

10. We recommend that the traveling expenses of the College Presidents

and Deans be paid to and from General Conference at the usual rate, by

the Financial Secretary.

11. We recommend that the Financial Department pay the following

amounts to the following church papers for the purpose of "white paper."

Christian Recorder _ $ 500 .00

Southern Christian Recorder _ 500 .00

Western Christian Recorder 500 .00

A. M. E. Review 250.00

Woman's Missionary Recorder 100 .00

11. ib) The Historiographer's supplies and allowances shall be provided

as heretofore, and as much as the Financial Board may be able to allow

said church and Historiographer.

We recommend that the Secretaries of General Conference shall be paid:

Rev. W. D. Johnson, Chief Secretary $ 200 .00

Rev. R. S. Jenkins, First Assistant 100 .00

Rev. R. B. Smith, Second Assistant 85 .00

Rev. T. J. Williams, Third Assistant 75 .00

Rev. R. L. Pope, Fourth Assistant 75 .00

Reading Clerks

—

E. H. Coit $ 65.00

J. T. Gibbons 65 .00

M. F. Sydes 45.00
J.M.Wheeler 45.00

P. W. Lyles 45 .00

G. A.Gregg 45.00

Recording Secretaries

—

Ed. Wittenberg $ 45.00
R.D.Brooks 45.00
H. C. Beasley 45.00
J.B.Green . . 45.00

G. D. Carnes 45.00
H. W.Davis — 45.00
W. H. Bowen 45.00

Special Secretaries—
W. B. Lawrence $ 35 .00

W. A. Smith 35 .00

S. M. Kirk 35.00
C.F.Billings 35.00
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H.W.King $ 35.00

S. P. West 35.00

C. Nyambolo 35.00

J. H.L.Rhone 35.00

Stenographer—

S. E.G. Lord $ 100.00

Utility Secretaries

—

A.L.Brisbane $ 15.00

W. W. Allen 15 .00

Roll of Marshals.

F. J. Reeves, Chief Marshal ?50 .00

1. P. R. Roberts, First District 35 .00

2. J. H. Lawson, Sixth District 25 .00

3. H. B. Baranco, Eighth District 25 .00

4. A. A. Goodwin, Ninth District ?5 00
'

5. J. G. GoUins, Eighth District 25 .00

6. Eugene Green, Fourth District 25 .00

7. A. A. Mareka, Fourteenth District 25 .00

8. D. H. Kyle, Third District 25 .00

9. E. E. Lee, Third District 25 .00

10. William Mayhew, Fifteenth District 25 .Oo

11. W S Drummond, First District 25.00

12. Frank G Russell, Second District 25 .00

13. William Lewis, Thirteenth District 25 .00

14. F. H. Dixon, Eleventh District 25 .00

15. A. Deever, Tenth District 25 .00

16. M. J. Wingfield, Sixth District 25 .00

17. F. H. Hawkins, Twelfth District 25 .05

18. Ghas. E. Wilson, First 25 .00

19. G. W. Teeters, Fifth District 25 .00

20. Wm. Augustus Stewart, Fourth District 25 .00

To the General Press Reporter, J. H. Glayborne, for Typewriter

hire, Stenographer, Glerks, Sec, Messenger and Services $150.00

We recommend Gommittees on Gompensation as follows:

1. Episcopal Committee

—

Chairman $60 .00

Vice Chairman 30 .00

Secretary 35.00

Assistant Secretary 25 .00

Marshall 20 .00

Assistant Marshal 10 .00

Chairman Judicial Committee 25 .00

Secretary Judicial Committee 10 .00
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2. Financial Secretary's Report

—

Chairman, Wm. Winston $10.00

Vice Chairman, B. D. McLinn 5 .00

Secretary, J. P. Q. Wallace. 10 .00

Assistant Secretary, J. 0. Haithcox 5 .00

I 3. Annual Conference Boundaries

—

Chairman $30.00

Vice Chairman 15. 00

Secretary 25.00

Assistant Secretary 10. 00

4. State of the Church

—

Chairman $10.00

Secretary 5.00

5. Periodicals

—

Chairman $10.00

Secretary 5.00

6. State of the Country

—

Chairman 10.OO

Secretary 5.00

7. Missionary Department—

•

Chairman $20.00

Secretary 15.00

8. Educational Department

—

Chairman $20.00

Secretary 15.00

9. Sunday School Union—

'Chairman $20.00

Secretary 15.00

10. Church Extension Department

—

Chairman $20.00

Secretary _.. 15.00

11. Allen League Department

—

Chairman . $10.00

Secretary 5.00

12. Credentials

—

Chairman $20.00

Secretary r 10.00

Assistant Secretary 5.00
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13. Rules of Order-
Chairman

.
$10.00

Secretary 5.00

14. Temporal Economy

—

Chairman $50 .00

Vice Chairman 25 .00

Secretary 45.00

Assistant Secretary 25 .00

Typewriting 10.00

15. Federation of Colored M. Churches—
Chairman 10 .00

Secretary 5.00

16. Sabbath Observance

—

Chairman $10.00

Secretary 5.00

17. Benevolent Institutions

—

Chairman $10 .00

Secretary 5.00

18. Entertainment next General Conference

—

Chairman $10.00

Secretary 5.00

19. General Conference Commission^

—

Chairman $10.00*

Secretary 5.00

20. Itinerancy

—

Chairman - $20.00

Secretary 10.00

21. Book Concern

—

Chairman $20 .00

Secretary 10.00

22. Reception of Fraternal Delegates

—

Chairman $10 .00

Secretary 5 .00

23. Church Plans for Buildings

—

Chairman , i^lO .00

Secretary ^ 5.00

24. Bible Society-

Chairman - $10.00

Secretary 5 .00
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25. Statistics

—

Chairman $10.00

Secretary 5.00

,
26. Temperance

—

Chairman. $10.00

Secretary 5. 00

27. Negroes in U. S. Conditions of

—

Chairman , $10.00

Secretary.. 5.00

28. Public Worship-

Chairman - $10.00

Secretary 5.00

29. Federation of Churches of Christ

—

Chairman $10.00

Secretary '. 5.00

30. Revision of Discipline

—

Chairman, W. H. H. Butler

Vice Chairman, T. J. Williams..

Secretary, H. E. Stewart

Assistant Secretary, Strong

Rea,ding Clerk

Recording Clerk

Attorney -

Expense Account, $210

—

Financial Secretary 115 .00

31. Engrossing Laws and Regulations

—

Chairman $10.00
Secretary 5.00

32. Universities and Colleges^

—

Chairman $10.00
Secretary 5 .00

33. Social Welfare of Church-

Chairman 10.00
Secretary 5.00

34. Theological Seminaries

—

Chairman $10 .00

Secretary .- 5 00
35. Memoirs

—

Chairman $10.00
Secretary 5.00

$40 .00

20.00

35.00

20.00

15.00

10 .00

25 .00
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Tellers and Secretary.

1. I. H. Ringgold $20 .00

2. D. L. Grady 15.00

3. T. H. Brown 15.00

4. W. H. Jemeson 15.00

5. W. M. H. Burnette 15 .00

6. C.L.Williams 15.00

7. E. H. McGill 15 .00

8. G. C. Bryant 15.00

9. - 15.00

10. H. A. Carr 15.00

11. R. A. Grant 15.00

12. G. H. Evans 15 .00

13. J. P. Richards 15 .00

14. 15.00

15. . - 15.00

We recommend the re-adoption of Section 11, page 254 (General Con-

ference Journal of 1916) referring to schools in Foreign fields.

We recommend the re-adoption of Section 12, page 254 (General Con-

ference Journal of 1916) referring to Children's Day money.
We recommend that the law governing the distribution of Dollar Money,

as found in the book of Discipline (page 399 ; section 2) be changed to read:

It shall be the duty of the Dollar Money Committee to make the division

of the Dollar Money as follows

:

40 per cent to the Financial Department.

20 per cent to the "Hawkins Plan" for (Superannuates, Widows and

Orphans.)

8 per cent to the Church Extension Department.

8 per cent to the Missionary Department.

8 per cent to the Educational Department.

16 per cent to the Annual Conference.

We recommend the following considerations with our approval of the

same to the Missionary Department for payment out of available funds:

1. West Virginia Churches $6000 .00

2. Yoakum Station, Yoakum, Texas 500 .00

3. Kingsville, Texas 500 .00

4. Moulton, Texas 500 .00

5. Shinir, Texas 500.00

6. Paris, Texas 250.00

7. Spiro, Okla 500.00

Immediate Relief (Church Extension Department).

1. St. Peters, Atlanta, Ga $500.00

2. Tyree Mission, Phila., (new for emmig ) 500 .00

3. St. Johns' Fordyce, Ind.. (Fire) 500 .00
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4. Flipper Temple, Atlanta, Ga $ 50 .00

5. Greenville, N. C 50-00

6. Nashville, N. C 200.00

7. St. Peters', Valdosta, Ga 100 .00

8. Grandview, Texas 500 .00

We recommend the following consideration with our approval of the

lame to the Church Extension Department for payment out of available

unds:

1. Bethel, Augusta, Ga $2000 .00

2. Charleston, W- Va 5000 .00

3. Malvern, Ark 1000.00

4. "Campbell", Americus, Ga 2000 .00

5. Indianapolis, (Burned Church) 1000.00

6. Coatesville, Pa 1000 .00

7. Metropolitan, New York, N. Y 1500 .00

8. "St James", Atlantic City, N. J 2500 .00

9. "Three Rivers," Detroit, Mich 2000 .00

10. Elkhart, Ind 1000.00

11. Flipper Temple, Atlanta, Ga 1000 .00

12. Raleigh, N. C 1000.00

13. "St. Phillips", Savannah, Ga 3000 .00

14. "Turner Taternacle," Macon, Ga 3000 .00

15. "Wylie Ave.," Pittsburgh, Pa 13000 .00

16. "St. James", Dallas, Texas 9500 .00

17. "Allen Chapel", Fort Worth, Texas 3000 .00

Loans.

1. Hot Springs, Ark $1000.00

2. Fulton Ky 500 .00

3. Dowaging, Ind 500 .00

4. Durham, N. C 500 .00

5. "Bethel", Kansas City, Mo 1000 .00

Respectfully submitted,

Your Committee on Temporal Economy:

A. L. Murray, Chm., C. A. Wingfield, Vice Chm., Henry Y. Arnett, Sec.

il. H. Ward, Assistant Seecretary.

Members

—

J. M. P. Lebala, J. W. Saunders, Thomas Hooper, J. C. Powell, Chas.

Bundy, N. J. McCracken, W. H. Thomas, J. B. Isaacs, A. L. Townsley,

J. T. Lomax, W. O. Slade, J. W. Washington, S. A. Harris, R. D. McLinn,
lames Murray, W. T. Pope, J. N. B. Walls, J. P. Richards, A. L. Brisbane.
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KEPORT OF COMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES.
To the Bishops, General Officers, College Presidcnis and Delegates.

|

We, your Committee on Boundaries, ask to make our report:

After due deliberation, we recommend the following:

First. The Alabama Conference—The Alabama Conference shall consist

of the following territory: Lowndes and Baldwin Counties, beginning at

Union Springs running west, all of Bullock and Montgomery Counties south

of the Montgomery and Eufaula railroad, beginning at Union Springs runn-
ing south all of Bullock and Pike Counties west of the Mobile and Girard

railroad, the Inverness and Troy Circuits, also Bethel and St. James church-

es, east of said railroad, all of Covington County, (except Florala, Opp,
Foley, Liberty Hill, Lockhart and Greenbay charges,) all of Dallas, Wilcox
and Monroe Counties east of the Alabama River, all of Autauga County
(except Marburry and Pentacost) , and all that part of the State east of the

Alabama River not included in the South Alabama Conference, to the State

line of Florida and the Gulf of Mexico.

Second. The North Alabama Conference—-The North Alabama Con-
ference shall consist of all the territory in the state north of Rome and
Decatur Southern Railroad and shall include all of each of the following

counties: Etawah, St. Clair, Bibb (except Garnsey and Brierfield Circuit),

Jefferson (including Oxmore and Cleveland), Pickens, and all that part of

the state lying north and west of these counties named and also the Fair-

view church in Hale County.

Third. The Central Alabama Conference—The Central Alabama Con-

ference shall include all of Dallas County that is not included in the

Alabama Conference and all that part of the state lying west of the

Alabama River and Mobile Bay to the state line of Mississippi, Perry

County and all of Hale County, except the Fairview church.

Fourth. The East Alabama Conference—The East Alabama Conference

shall consist of the territory lying north of a line beginning northwest of

Barbour County, including Glenville Circuit and running east to the Chat-

tahooche river, all of the territory of Bullock and Montgomery counties

lying north of the Montgomery and Eufaula Railroad to the Alabama river,

shall embrace all the counties of Macon, Elmore, Chilton, Coosa, Talladega,

Shelby, Calhoun, and Cleyburn, all of the territory lying east of these

counties and south of the Decatur and Southern Railroad to the state line

of Georgia, also Marburry and Pentacost in Autauga County.

Fifth. The South Alabama Conference—^The South Alabama Conference

shall include the counties of Barbour, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston

and all that part of Bullock, Pike, Covington Counties not included in the

Alabama Conference.

1. Arkansas Conference—The Arkansas Conference includes that part

of the State north of the Base Line and west of the Fifth Principal Meridian,

and that part of Pulaski County south of the Base Line, and all of Randolph

and Lawrence Counties east of the Fifth Principal Meridian except no part

I
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of Monroe, Lee nor St. Francis Counties shall bo in the Arkansas Conference

territory, except Brinkley, which shall be in the Arkansas Conference.

2. SoiUh Arkavm.^ CovfcrcHce —T\w South Arkansas Conference includes

Bradley, Drew, Lincoln, Chicot and Ashley Counties, that part of Desha
County west of the Arkansas River, Harrcll Circuit in Calhoun County,

Bartholomew and Tamo Circuits in Jefferson County.

3. ll'(-,s< Arkanmt^ Confcirncc —The West Arkansas Conference includes

all that part of the State west of the Saline River and south of the Base

Line to parallel 34, and all west of Moro Creek to its confluence with Ouchita

River, and all west of Ouchita River to the Louisiana line, excepting that

part of Dallas County south of parallel 34, Cotton Belt, Thornton, Ellisville,

Bearden, Harrell Circuits.

4. Ea^t Arkansas Conference—The East Arkansas Conference includes

Phillips, Lee, St. Francis, Crittenden, Poinsett, Craighead, Mississippi,

Greene, Clay and Cross Counties, and that part of Monroe County north

of the Base Line and Desha County east of Arkansas River; excepting Red
Fork, Brinkley, Clarendon Station, Postelle, Trenton, Turner Circuits.

5. Central Arkansas Covfcrence. The Central Arkansas Conference in-

cludes Saline and Grant Counties east of Saline River, Cleveland, Arkansas

Counties, that part of Lonoke, Prairie and Monroe Counties south of the

Base Line, Dallas County south of parallel 34, Jefferson County except

Bartholomew and Tamo Circuits, Clarendon Station, Postelle, Turner,

Trenton, Bearden, Cotton Belt, Thornton, Ellisville and Benton Circuits.

Baltimore. The boundary lines of the Baltimore Conference remain the

same as last quadrennium.

Bermuda. The boundary lines of the Bermuda Conference remain as

they were last quadrennium.

California. The California Conference boundary lines remain as they

were last quadrennium.

Colorado. The boundary lines of Colorado remain as they were last

quadrennium.

East Florida. The East Florida boundary lines remain as they are.

Florida. The boundary lines of the Florida Conference remain as they

are.

West Florida. The boundary lines of the West Florida Conference re-

.main as they are.

Middle Florida. The boundary lines of the Middle Florida Conference

remain as they are.

Central Florida. The Central Florida Conference boundary lines remain

as they are.

SoiUh Florida. The original line of the A. C. L. Railroad separating

the southern boundary of the Middle Florida Conference, and the Central

Florida Conference; following said line to the Winston Junction, then south-

ward to Mulberry, then. to Lake Wales; then southeast to Seabring; then

south to within five miles of Fort Myers, then following an imaginary line
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to Key West including Winston Junction and Mulberry, shall be known as

the South Florida Conference.

Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

North Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

Macon Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

Southwest Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

Atlanta Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

South Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

Augmta Georgia Conference. Remain as it is.

Indiana Conference. Remain as it is.

Illinois Conference. Remain as it is.

Chicago Conference. Remain as it is. And that they be given the privi-

lege to organize a new conference.

Kansas Conference. Remain as it is.

Kentucky Conference. Remain as it is.

West Kentucky Conference. Remain as it is.

Louisiana Conference. Embraces that part of Louisiana south of the

31st parallel line, and east of the line running south from Morganza to

the Gulf of Mexico, including West Feliciana Parish.

North Loidsiana Conference. Embraces that part of Louisiana north

of the line running through the extreme southern part of Natchitoches

Parish, from the Sabine River to the Mississippi River.

Central Louisiana Conference. Embraces that part of Louisiana south of

the line running the extreme southern part of Natchitoches Parish from

the Sabine River to the Mississippi River: down the M'ssifs-ppi River

to the Morganza, then south through Garden City to the Gulf of Mexico.

Missouri Conference. The Missouri Conference remain as it is.

North Missouri Conference. The North Missouri Conference remain as

it is.

Southwest Missouri Conference. The Southwest Missouri Conference

remain as it is.

Mississippi Conference. The Mississippi Conference comprises all parts'

of Mississippi south of an imaginary straight line from Warrenton

through Hines County including Jackson. Let the A. V. R. R. be the

boundary line from Jackron to Newton, and all points south of the A. V.

R. R. to Newton. Then the K. C. R. R. south of Newton be the boun-

dary line including Laurel through to Alabama.

The North Mississippi Conference. The Mississippi River shall be the

western boundary of the North Conference. The Southei'n R. R. from

the river to the county line of Sunflower County at Long Switch, including

South Greenville, shall constitute its southern boundary. Let the county

line between Washington and Sunflower Counties going north, thence the

county line between Bolivar County and Sunflower County going on north

to the northern end of Bolivar County line and Coahoma County to the

point near the town of Bobo, then by an imaginary line north passing one
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and one-half miles west of the postoffice of Clarksdale, Miss., thence north

to a point one mile west of Rudyard on the Valley R. R., thenoe by an im-

aginary line west to the Mississipi>i River to a point on the Mississippi

River one mile and a half north of Friars Point shall constitute the eastern

boundary of the North Mississippi Conference, and the western boundary

of the Northwest Conference.

NorUMeat Mississippi Conference: Its southern boundary shall extend

along the southern R. R. from the Washington County line to the eastern

limit of the city of Greenwood. Its eastern boundary shall go north

from east Greenwood by an imaginary line west of Bethel at Whaley
then north between Carroll and Leflore Counties, directly north through

Tallahatchie County, thence north between Quitman and Panola Counties,

tlu'nce north between Tunica and Tate Counties and thence north to the

state line of Tennessee including all towns on the North Dog R. R., in the

Northwest Mississippi Conference. The above shall constitute the eastern

boundary of the Northwest Conference and the western boundary of the

Northeast Conference.

NorUieast Mississippi Conference: Let the Southern R. R. from east

of Greenwood to the Alabama line on the east comprise the southern boun-

dary of the Northeast Conference including West Point and Columbus

in the Northeast Conference.

East Mississippi Conference: We recommend that the northern boundary

of the East Mississippi Conference comprise the southern boundary of the

Northeast Conference. Let a point 3 miles west of Greenwood on the

Southern R. R. be the starting point of the western boundary of the East

Conference and the eastern boundary of the Central Conference: From said

point travel south by an imaginary line to the Yazoo river, south along

said river to Satartia, thence south by an imaginary line to A. and V. R. R.

af Champion Hill, thence following said R. R. and Black Hawk river to

Newman, Mississippi in Hinso County, shall divide the east conference

from the Central Conference, except Jonestown in Yazoo City shall belong

to the East Conference.

Central Mississippi Conference: The Central Mississippi Conference

shall include all territory north of the Mississippi Conference boundary

and east of the eastern boundary and south of the North Mississispi Con-

ference boundary.

Michigan Conference : The Michigan Conference remain as it is.

New York Conference: The New York Conference remain as it is.

New England Conference: The New England Conference remain as it

is.

New .'ersey Conference: The New Jersey Conference remain as it is.

North Carolina Conference: The North Carolina Conference includes that

portion of the state east of the eastern boundary line of the Counties of

Vance, Franklin, Wake, and the southeastern line of Chatham, Moore,

nd Scottland Counties.
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Western North Carolina Conference: The Western North Carolina Con-
ference remain as it is.

Nova Scotia Conference: The Nova Scotia Conference remain as it is.

Ohio Conference: The Ohio Conference remain as it is.
•

North Ohio Conference: The North Ohio Conference remain as it is.

Ontario Conference: The Ontario Conference remain as it is.

Oklahoma Conference : The Oklahoma Conference remain as it is.

Central Oklahov.a Conference: The Central Oklahoma Conference, b
that of Chicasaw, Choctow, and Seminole.

Northeast Oklahoma Conference: The Northeast Oklahoma Conference
remain as it is.

Philadelphia Conference: The Philadelphia Conference remain as it is.

Pittsburgh Conference: The Pittsburgh Conference remain as it is.

Puget Sound Conference: The Puget Soimd Conference remain as it is.

South Carolina Conference: The South Carolina Conference remain as

it is except Holly Hill and Eutaw%ille in Orangeburg County shall be in

the South Carolina Conference.

Northeast South Carolina Conference: The Northeast South Carolina

Conference remain as it is.

Cdumbia Sovth Carolina Conference: The Columbia South Carolina

Conference remain as it is.

Piedmont Sov.th Carolina Conference: The Piedmont South Carolina

Conference remain as it is.

Palmetto South Carolina Conference: The Palmetto South Carolina Con-
ference remain as it is except the towns of Lake City and Scranton in the

County of Florence be in the Palmetta Conference.

Tennessee Conference: The Tennessee Conference remain as it is except

Wayne and Harden Counties be detached from Tennessee Conference

and attached to West Tennessee Conference.

West Tennessee Conference : West Tennessee Conference remain as it is.

East Tennessee Conference: East Tennessee Conference remain as it is.

North Texas Conference: We therefore recommend that all that portion

of the old original Northeast Texas Conference, north of the Central Texas

Conference beginning with the western boundaries of the following counties:

namely, Navarro, Kaufman, Hopkins, Delta and Lamar to the Red river,

this to constitute the boundary line between the North Texas Conference

and the Northeast Texas Conference and that the Blooming Grove Circuit

and Pelham Circuit in Navarro County, will be included in the North Texas

Conference.

Northeast Texas Conference: We further recommend that all that por-

tion of the old original Northeast Texas Conference not included in the

North Texas Conference shall constitute the Northeast Texas Conference

with Oklahoma for its northern boundary and the State of Arkansas for its

eastern boundary including that portion of Louisana which lies north of

the Texas Conference.

\irgima Conference: The Virginia Conference remain as it is.
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West Virginia Conference: The West Virginia Conference remain as it

is.

Liberia Conference: The Liberia Conference remain as it is.

Sierrc Leone Conference: The Sierre Leone Conference remain as it is.

Cape Colony, Tranyraal, Orange River, Zavihesi, Natal Conferences: That
the boundary lines of South African Conferences remain as they are, with

this exception: That Fourteen Streams and Warrenton Fall on Cape Con-
ference and Taung and Boctsap to the Transvaal Conference.

West Indies: The West Indies Conference remain as it is.

Sojith American Conference: The South American Conference remain

as it is.

R. E. Wilson, Chm.; G. D. Carnes, Sec; S. P. West, W. B. Lee, C. A.

McGhee, L. V. Starkey, S. P. Washington, W. H. Giles, G. W. Jones, Geo.

A. Anderson, G. W. Robinson, W. H. Peck, J. R. Ransom, J. H. Wilson,

W. B. Brooks, A. M. Ward, George F. Martin, W. H. Thomas, R. V. Branch,

J. T. Wilkerson, L. H. Smith, S. D. Roseboro, H. D. Canady, A. Cooper,

A. M. Jordan, L. F. Alston, D. J. Turpin, Geo. C. Johnson, W. C. Crawford,

E. B. Mack, S. P. Washington, H. Dean, W. H. Edwards, H. Steward,

J. R. Power, J. T. Reese, G. B. Brown, N. B. Morton, A. P. Gray, Chas.

H. Shelto, A. A. Godwin, R. D. Brooks, J. T. Horns, J. B. Carter, J. W.
Walker, J. E. Starkey, R. W. Whitehurst, R. A. Grant, M. D. Potter, C. S.

Long, G. W. Archie, T. W. Kidd, E. J. Nance, J. W. Johnson, J. N. Camp-
bell, H. C. Beasley, P. W. DeLyles, A. H. Hill, R. C. Holbrooks.

St. Louis, Mo., May 13, 1920.

To the Chairman and Members of the General Conference in 26th Session

Assembled.

We, the members of the Committee on Credentials beg leave to submit

this our supplemental report.

We have had a number of very stubborn contest cases to consider which

has taken up considerable time and we found it to be very tedious.

We beg to recommend our findings in said contest cases as follows:

Case No. 1. Robert Sims of the North Alabama Conference, where

there appeared to be some irregularity in the findings of the Electoral

College. After careful investigation, we find that the said Robert Sims

is entitled to his seat and we so recommend.

Case No. 2. D. M. McGill, of the Columbia S. C. Conference, et al vs.

Lykes, et al. We have heard the evidence and arguments of attorneys,

both pro and con and after due consideration, we recommend that Lykes

be allowed to retain his seat.

Case No. 3. H. C. Delaney vs. J. T. Lomax, et al, of the Northeast S.

Carolina Conference. After listening to the testimony and arguments

of attorneys we recommend that the complaint be dismissed and that

J. T. Lomax, </ al, be allowed to retain their seats.
^
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Case No. 4. J. M. Carson vs. J. E. Thomas, et al of the Piedmont S. Caro-

lina Conference. We have also considered evidence and listened to argu-

ments of attorneys in this case and after due deliberation, we recommend
that said complaint be dismissed and that J. E. Thomas, et al, be allowed

to retain their seats.

Case No. 5. George Garrett, vs. Charles H. Ward, of Piedmont S. Caro-

lina Conference. We have considered the evidence and arguments of

attorneys in the said case and the Committee finds that it has no right

to pass upon the membership of the Electoral College as it has the right

to judge upon the competency of its membership. We therefore recommend
that said complaint be dismissed.

Respectfully submitted,

R. S. GOODEN, Chrm.

J. C. HOLLAND,
E. D. COOPER,
F. M. JOHNSON,
H. Y. TOOKES,
B. W. FOREE,
F. M. GOW,
L. S. OVERALL,
A. R. DOBBINS,

J. W.

E. J. LUNON, Secretarii,

J. S. MORANT,
M. H. LEATH,
J. W. MITCHELL,
P. R. ROBERTS,
J. L. STORM,
H. M. STEADY,
S. T. WIGGINS,
P. A. RICHARDSON,

FRAZIER.

REPORT ON A. C. E. LEAGUE.

St. Louis, Mo., May 12th, 1920.

To the Bishops and Members of the 2Uh General Conference of the African

Methodist Episcopal Church.

Dear Fathers and Brethren:

We, your Committee on the report of the Allen Christian Endeavor

League, beg to submit the following report:

Having examined books and vouchers of the General Secretary, Dr. J.

C. Caldwell, we commend the neatness of the same. We also wish to

commend the Secretary for his wise and business-like administration of the

affairs of the department and for the most excellent results attained during

the past Quadrennium.

We are aware that the past great world war found the United States of

America unprepared for war and the Government having caught a wider

vision, and in order not to be found in such a state the second time, has

inaugurated training camps at various points throughout the country to

train the youths for service for its flag, in order that the flag may be for-

ever free.

If military training is necessary for the preservation of the peace of any

country, how much more necessary for the training of the soldiers of the

cross and followers of the Lamb? The young people must be saved for



General Conference A. M. E. Church. 235

service, and at no place can this be done so effectively as in the Allen Chris-

tian Endeavor League.

The open Bible and the family altar ought to be given greater stress

by our Bishops, P. E.'s and pastors for nothing can take the place of family

training.

The literature of the League has kept pace with the times and is among
the best to be had.

We commend the Secretary for the contribution of $1000 for the Super-

annuated Preachers' Fund and pray that the blessings of God may rest

upon him into whatever field he may be called or sent.

We recommend that the law on page 390, book of Discipline be so amended
as to read, "To maintain the work of the Allen C. E. Leagues, each

local league or church, shall be required to report one dollar at the Annual

Conference under the caption, 'How much for the A. C. E. League?' one

half of which shall be paid to Superannuated Preachers' Fund."

Secondly, we recommend that one night or afternoon be given in each

Annual Conference to the young people to be known as the "Young People's

Anniversary", and a suitable program be arranged for the same.

Thirdly, that the General Church observe the week before Easter as

"Self-Deiiial Week" and evangelistic services be held and an offering be

taken for missionary purposes, wherever practical.

We recommend that these recommendations be referred to Committee

on Revision of Discipline.

Respectfully,

C. S. LONG, Chrm., J. H. HALL,
W. M. ANTHONY, H. E. DAVIS, Sec,

S. S. MORRIS, Committee.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MISSIONARY DEPART-
MENT.

To the Bishop and Members of the 26th Quadrennial Session of the General

Conference of the A. M.E. Chi',rch, now Assembled in St. Louis, Missouri.

Greetings:

We, your Committee on the Missionary Department beg to report.

We have examined the Report read by the Secretary, Dr. Rankin, and
compared it with the books found in the office, and find that the Report

brings to us an accurate and intelligent account of the business and mis-

sionary activities accomplished during the four years now ending.

We rejoice with you in the increased missionary interest which has come
to African Methodism under the leadership of Dr. Rankin, this Quadren-

nium. Despite the financial stringencies brought on by the great "World
War," the Missionary Department has weathered the storm, passed

through the "rockies" and met the demands made upon it from the Mission

fields, with great satisfaction to all concerned.
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Facts and figures presented in the Report tell the good story that the

work in South Africa is well-nigh self-supporting. And this, in the face

of the fact that direct superintendency could not be given dtiring this

Quadrennium, because of war conditions.

We find that our work in West Africa has suffered more than any other

because of the great ravages of influenza and the multitudinous hindrances

brought on by the great "World War." But, the work still lives and your

Committee recommends that we renew our missionary endeavors and prayers

for our work in West Africa and "stay at it," with heart and pocket book
until we hear the "Well done, Enter thou into the joys of thy Lord."

We also find that the financial returns from all sources during the four

years ending foot up ^-249,898.62. This is a good showing, considering the

conditions through which we have passed, and we praise God for help

which has brought us to this day.

Your Committee does not look with favor upon the petition sent to us by
the Missionary Women, praying that this General Conference create a new
Board, especially for them. We believe that better results can be ob-

tained by continuing as we are and we recommend that no change be made
along this line.

We recommend that South Africa and West Africa each remain separate

Episcopal Districts with direct superintendency.

Second, we recommend that the W. H. and F. Missionary Society and the

Parent Mite Missionary Society continue to operate as they are.

Respectfully submitted,

D. J. Turpin, Chrm., J. B. Butler, J. C. Cooper, W. D. Certain, G. B.

Ashford, F. M. Gow, Jno. E. Jackson, J. F. Griflfin, I. H. Dixon, B. J. Jones,

H. M. Steady, J. W. Sanders, H. P. Anderson, William Steward, J, E.

Brown, J. A. Lindsay, Sicntary.

REPORT ON STATE OF THE CHURCH.

To the Bishop and Delegates of the 26th General Conference of

the A. M. E. Church.

Dear Fathers and Brethren:

Your Committee on the State of the Church, begs leave to submit the

following brief report. In view of the fact that certain references will be

made to the church in the several literary reports either in detail or general,

your Committee feels that it is not necessary to make this report lengthy.

The church of Christ is a divine institution, composed of faithful men,

or baptized believers,-—in which the pure word of God is preached and the

sacraments duly administered. When Jesus began to interrogate His dis-

ciples as to the opinion that men had of Him, they said, "some say thou

art John the Baptist, some Elias arid others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

But Peter had his Lord and Master to know that so far as he was concerned,
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that this was the Christ, the Son of the living God. After Jesus had invoked

a blessing upon Peter, He says, ''thou art Peter, and upon this rock I build

my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will

give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven and whatsoever thou

shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shall

loose on earth shall be loose in heaven." So we get the idea that the church

is an institution for the ingathering of men into the sheepfold of Christ,

'i'hen to gather men into the church they must first be attracted. Our Lord

said I, and if I be lifted up I will draw all men unto me. Hence, the mission

of the church is to draw men into the kingdom. The church must go every-

where and change men until, society, the community, the Government
sliall know Jesus.

We are glad to say that the church is still marching on with the banner

of the Cross unfurled and up-lifted. The uprising between the nations

during the last four years, did not stop the church in her progress, nor turn

her from her principles, but she has kept her course onward and upward,

pointing out new duties and lifting the nation up to heaven and God. We
are very proud of the splendid achievements of the A. M. E. Church
during the last Quadrennium, both spiritually and financially. Perhaps

there has been no time in the history of the A. M. E. church, when her

worth, influence and work were any more appreciated than the past four

years of carnaf^e and bloodshed.

The divine purposes of the church have been made to shine clearer, bright-

er, and larger than ever before. Men have been made to acknowledge the

church as a divine institution for the help of mankind.

The church may be regarded as a panacea for all the spiritual ills of the

human family, and the church will do more for the betterment of the world

than any other institution. During the early stages of the world war, it

was a popular expression to say that the church was a failure, but the fail-

ure came outside of the church. The failure came to those who were out

of harmony v/ith-the church and Christian religion.

The church has been a potent factor in the many organizations for the

comfort of soldiers and sailors. While the enemy of the church was trying

to destroy all that was beautiful and inspiring, the church was on the spot,

in the thickest of the fight, administering her comfort and cheer as no other

hand and voice could do. The Y. M. C. A., the Red Cross and other

religious organizations were but the angels of mercy that grew out of spirit

of the church, doing good and serving humanity as only the church can do.

From all over our connection the air is rife with the chi^ering reports of the

conversions of souls and accessions to the church. This goes to show that,

in the midst of confusion, unrest and upheavals, both spiritual and economic,

the church is busy in her mission—seeking the lost and bringing them into

the fold and driving the word of God home to the sinners until they are

made to break forth in praise and hallelujahs unto the Lord,
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Our class meetings, prayer meetings, love feasts and public worship are
well attended and the sacraments administered regularly and believers are

made strong in the Lord and the power of His might.

The churches are in a healthy condition financially. Never before in

the history of the A . M . E . church have such large sums of money been raised.

Debts of long standing have been paid off. Regardless of the high cost

of living, the people are more liberal in their contributions.

Our ministry is more efficient than ever before, the door to admission
in our conferences is rrore rigidly and stcredly guarded and none but

the prepar-'d dira enter.

Through our Teachers' Training Course, the Sunday Schools are doing

most excellent work and the young people of the A. M. E. church both

in the Sunday School and the A. C. E. League have learned that the word
of God is a lamp to their feet and a light to their pathway. We also hail

with delight the hour of organized union. The time seems ripe for the

coming together of the three churches of which we have heard so much,

the A. M. E., A. M. E. Z. and C. M. E. churches.

Not discrediting the past, recognizing that the old methods have served

largely their day and hour with great profit, but in this age of reconstruction,

we deem it necessary that the church should become more practical in her

relation to society in order that the general public may be able to really

see and appreciate what the church means and stands for in any community.

We therefore recommend that wherever possible, that the church take

an active part in social settlement work and to engage in any activities

that will enhance and dignify the religious and educational atmosphere

among our people.

M. F. SYDES, Chairman.

L. L. BERRY, Secretary.

St. Louis, Mo., May 17, 1920.

To the Bishop, General Officers, Representatives of schools, Delegates, Members

of the 26th General Conference of the A. M. E. Church. Greetings:

Fathers and Brethren:

We, your Committee on Theological Seminaries, beg to report.

We have had before us the representatives of our various theological

schools. We have also carefully examined the address of the Bishops

and the report of the Secretary of Education and beg to report.

The training of the ministry is a matter of vital importance in the church

and should receive our unqualified support. During the last year there

have been in attendance in our theological schools 329 pupils. We have

graduated during the Quadrennium, 124.

Many conferences have established scholarships for such students.

Our graduates and undergraduates have filled and are filling responsible

positions throughout the church. We are represented on the Episcopal

Bench, and have been represented on the roll of the General Officers. We
have also furnished men to fill the positions of Presidents of Colleges and
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Deans of Seminaries. Many of our presiding elders and pastors are the

products of these schools. Representatives of our work are found in all

parts of the country and also in every foreign field.

1 We beg to recommend

—

I 1. The Centralizing of our work by establishing or strengthening two or

more Theological Seminaries in accord with the recommendation of the

Bishops in their address.

2. The retaining of Theological chairs in our various schools where

work of such is necessary and is now being conducted.

3. A general increase in the salaries of our teachers.

4. The standardizing of the work of our Seminaries and Theological

schools.

5. That scholarship in same be established by all our conferences.

Respectfully submitted,

N. J. McCRACKEN, Ch. GEO. F. WOODSON, Sec.

L. C. FISHER, I. M. BURGAN,
EDW. R. VAUGHN, R. B. SMITH,
P. W. GREATHEART, M. C. WRIGHT.

THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTER OF FEDERATION OF THE
COLORED METHODIST CHURCHES.

To Ihe Bishops, General Officers, and Delegates to the 26th Annual Session

of the General Conference.

We, your Committee on the Federation of the Colored Methodist Church-

es beg leave to submit the following:

We reaffirm our belief in the wisdom of the General Conference in adopt-

ing the articles of "Organic Union", thus binding into one great body
all the colored Methodists in America. We believe by this step that much
has been accomplished for effective work for our people along the lines of

uplift, this an age of union.

Those of the same political suasion, those of the same business attain-

ments, of racial proclivities and religious tenets, are federating for the pur-

pose of conserving their best interest and to promote that cause which they

represent; therefore, we, your Committee, would heartily approve of the

plan of federation which Organic Union presents for the Colored Methodist

Churches.

We realize that much time will be required in working out details for Or-

ganic Union, in the meantime, we recommend that whatever benefits may
come to the race by federation should be given to the race. Again we heart-

ily concur with whatever steps may be taken to give to colored Method-
ism the power for good that rightly belongs to a united church.

W. H. JONES, Chrm. H. D. WINN, Secretary,

H. S. SIMS, Wm. H. GILES,
A. D. AVERY, A. N. W. BUTLER,

W. MASON.

I
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St. Louis, Mo., May 19, 1920.

To the Bishop, General Officers, College Presidents and Delegates of the 26th
Session of the Quadrennial Conference of the A. M. E. Church.

We, your Committee on Sabbath Observance beg to call your attention

to the following facts:

We have carefully noted that within this day of pleasure seeking that

there is a tendency to divert the Christian Sabbath into a mere pleasure'

seeking.

We would call attention to the fact, first, that the Christian Sabbath is

a day of rest and worship and that at no time is the church to withdraw
its position with reference to the sanctity of this holy day.

We need not mention the many diversions that are being urged on the

Sabbath, some of which are becoming legalized by law, such as Sunday
base ball, moving pictures, theatres, and many other such things.

We, your Committee, hold that the position of the church must be to

foster only those things on the Sabbath which have their sanction of au-

thority on the Word of God. We cannot give way to a continental Sabbath

and we would further urge that our church make its position known in re-

gard to the observance of the Christian Sabbath.

In view of these facts we, your Committee, most humbly and prayerfully

submit to you our report.

Committee on Observance of the Sabbath:

1st District, H. P. Anderson, Chr.; 2nd District, Melvin J. Keys; 3rd

District, ; 4th District, George W. Jones; 5th District,

J. C. C. Owens; 6th District, M. T. Robinson; 7th District, L. R. Nichols,

D. B. Nelson; 8th District, C. S. Jones; 9th District, S. L. Bates; 10th

District, A. W. Heyward; 11th District, W. D. Certain; 12th District, F. A.

Young; 13th District, J. B. Richardson, J. A. DeWitt Martin; 14th

District, G. R. Whitney; 15th District, G. Burrell Williams.

St. Louis, Mo., May 6th, 1920.

To the Fathers and Members of the 26th General Conference of the A. M. E.

Church in St. Louis, Mo., Assembled.

We, your Committee on Educational Department of the A. M. E. Church,

beg to make our report:

We find the Department in splendid condition from every viewpoint.

Thousands of dollars have been raised for education, credible buildings

erected, thousands of dollars in mortgages lifted and many schools set

free of debt.

We have examined the books, vouchers and papers of the Secretary of

Education and find them correct in every particular. We commend him

for his splendid method of book-keeping which is in keeping with this

progressive age. He has sought our interest with the General Educational

Board and has won for our schools recognition and appreciation to the ex-
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tent that some of our schools, are already recipients of donations from that

Board.

He associated with the President of our Board, Bishop W. D. Chappelle,

D. D., has rendered us service of which this General Conference should

feel proud.

We recommend that resolutions, A, B, C, D, E, F, I, and J, be adopted,

and that H be deferred for future consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

J. R. CAMPBELL, G. A. GREGG,
L. B. KINCHION, L. LINDSEY,
Wm. H. TRUSS, J. P. B. RICHARD,
T. W. CLARK, J. A. JONES,
JOSEPH GOMEZ, O. L. MOODY,
S. H. SAVAGE, F. M. GOW,

L A. WHITE.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL COUNCIL
RELATION.

St. Louis, Mo., May 10, 1920.

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, the Committee met in the room
of the Bishops' Council and took up the matters submitted to it.

On motion of Rev. R. H. Bumry, it was voted that we recommend that

the A. M. E. Church continue its relation as a participating member of the

Federal Council.

On motion it was voted that we ask that our representation in the Federal

Council be composed of the following persons who are hereby nominated:

Bishops—J. A. Johnson, L. J. Coppin, John Hurst, J. M. Conner, J. H.

Jones, H. B. Parks. Revs.—C. P. Cole, A. J. Wilson, R. H. Bumry, J. A.

Lindsay, J. E. Beard, W. P. Q. Byrd, J. Q. Johnson, S. A. Williams, J. A.

Gregg. Profs. J. R. Hawkins, L. B. Kincheon.

It was further voted that all other questions relating to our participa-

tion in the work of the Federal Council be left with our present representa-

tives among the officers of the Federal Council.

Respectfully submitted.

Bishop J. A. Johnson, Chairman; C. P. Cole, R. H. Bumry, J. P. Q.
Wallace, W. 0. Tyler, J. A. Lindsay, E. H. McGill, W. P. Q. Byrd, N. W.
Williams, A. S. Jackson, J. A. Gregg, J. W. Whiteside, J. P. Richards, F. M.
Gow, Jos. Gomez, J. R. Hawkins, Secretary.
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ORDINATION SERMON DELIVERED AT THE TWENTY-SIXTH
SESSION OF THE A. M. E GENERAL CONFERENCE.

(by bishop EVANS TYREE, D. D.)

Stenograph ically reported by Olive L. Campbell.)

"And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace,

which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them

which are sanctified." {Acts 20: 32.)

This is the Apostle Paul's commendation to the elders at Ephesus—the

chief and highest commendation to be given to any set of Christians.

This congregation assembled here today represents a body of Christian

worshippers, with its Bishops, its General Officers, its teachers and singers,

and \h\9 platform represents the religion of such an assemblage. We are

all equally dependent upon the same great God andv/e all believe in Him.

We have been taught from our mothers' knees to believe in God, the Allwise,

the Almighty, the Eternal. We have been taught that we should put Him
first, and that by seeking His Kingdom first, all other things will be added.

Theminister as well as the layman, the bishop as well as the licentiate, all

must depend upon the same great God. All must seek to obtain the same re-

ligion, not to play with it, nor mock it; but to absolutely possess it, practice

it and grow by it as it grows in us. A person that is above the religion

of Jesus Christ is too proud to pray; he cannot shed tears, he cannot humble
himself to his knees. But, if the religion of Jesus Christ is to reach all

—

if all are ever to partake of His goodness, then all must humble themselves

alike before Him.
The Apostle Paul, in these touching words, in this valedictory (for it is a

valedictory) is about to say what some of us have been saying for years

—

"Good-bye. Take care of yourselves: trust God; pray for me, I shall pray

for you. I am going away, but before I go, 'brethren, I commend you

to God.'"

And, who is equal to our God! He who spake and worlds came. He who
spake and light came; He who spake and the sun, moon and stars marched

out at His fiat; He who spake and mountains arose; He who spake and val-

leys sank; He who spake and waters rolled; He who spake and lightnings

flashed; He who spake and thunders muttered; He who spake and said,"Let

us make man." God in the beginning; God in every second from the be-

ginning ; God in the eternal period back of the beginning ; God in the Eternity

to come—GOD.
"I commend you to God." God who planted the lillies; who gave the ten-

der tint to the rose. God who made the grass grow, and taught the birds to

warble their sweet songs. God who made man in His own image, and said to

him: "Have thou dominion." The Omnipotent and ALL-powerful God
who lifted the Himalayas and spread out the Pacific; who gave to us the

fruits of the earth; who gave us a SOUL. The All-powerful God who can
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do at His will anything; who can make a world and then end it at a

moment's notice. Almighty! Omnipotent!

If you are pursued by your enemies and want deliverance, want someone
to come to your rescue, call on God. The Psalmist said, "some men trust in

horses and chariots, but I will think on the Lord." We who are Christians

would rather risk the Lord than horses and chariots. And so, my brethren

and sisters, friends and Bishops-elect, we must put Him ahead of everything

else, and especially you, my brethren, who have just been elected Bishops.

From this day forward, you will need God as you have never needed Him
before. If you can last ten years, and God will let me last that long, I hope

you will have a talk with me. I wish to assure you, however, that God
will be very near to those who put their trust in Him; though invisible to

our physical eyes, yet if we have sufficient faith, we can always feel

His presence.

Like the Prophet Elisha, when there seemed to be no escape from his en-

emies, the heavens above seemed to be shut out by dark clouds and no

help was in sight, his companion said:"Alas, my master! how shall we do?"

But the old Prophet knew that help was near and simply said: "Lord, I

pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see." And when his eyes were

opened, the hills and mountains were full of horses and chariots and God
delivered them. With God's horses and God's chariots going ahead of

us, there can be no failure.

The All-knowing God! How many times, brethren, when the burdens, re-

sponsibilities and cares of our several offices were pressing heavily upon us,

when no help seemed near, when right seemed on the scaffold and wrong
on the throne, did God assure us that He was near, keeping watch above

His own. Sometimes, when you have made every kind of sacrifice for

God's cause that your great, consecrated heart may be capable of mak-
ing, men will attribute the wrong motive for your actions, and you lie

down with your heart bleeding and pray, "0, God, who is sufficient for

all these things stand by me!" Then the comforting answer comes, "Thou
knowest that I love thee, and will take of thee." And we are able to

go on.

I must tell you, brethren, who are about to enter upon the greater duties

of the ministry, just a little ahead of you there are shadows dark and deep;

there are treacherous men; there are lions in the way, some chained and
some unchained. But God knows where they are and how to lead you
safely by them. I commend you to Him, because I have traveled the

same way, and He has led me. No matter how great the works of the

devil, God will always be in the ascendency, and "He will send His angels

and give them charge concerning thee, and they will bear thee up in their

hands unless thou dash thy foot against a stone."

And then I commend you to the Omnipresent God. Always present;

everywhere present. Ever careful of His own. Like the mountains about

Jerusalem, so is the Lord God about them that trust Him. When your
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enemies undermine you, and sometimes take the bread from your family,

God is near. Trust Him and He will take care of you. God loves His

people, and especially does He love the ministry; but my brethren, my
colleagues, we must merit His love. He has provided an ample, but not a

rich living for his ministry. It is not His plan for this to be a rich affair

in this world's goods, but in experience.

The Ever-present God. Some of us know from experience that He is

ever present and we know of His ever-willingness to help us. Some-
times the snares are set and the trap about to be sprung, when God steps

to our side. Some of us here on this rostrum today, would have been in

eternity if it had not been for the omnipresence of God. John Wesley

said, when he was sinking and about to go, "Brethren, the best of all is

—

God is with us." And I want to say to you today and to this General Con-

ference the best of all is, God is with us.

We must get closer to God; we have gone too far away; too much style,

too much form, too much fashion. Before I sit down today, I wish there

could be a revival of the old kind, and that souls innumerable might be

brought into the Church of God. It might have happened at one time

long ago, but I fear we have strayed too far away.

I commend you to God. Brethren, let us not be ashamed of the religion

of our fathers. The religion that was good enough for them is good enough

for us. They trusted God, and followed Richard Allen to his black-smith

shop and today we stand here a strong denomination, worshipping God un-

molested and unafraid, under our own vine and fig-tree. Richard Allen

stood in his black-smith shop and his hammer brought forth sparks, but

this today does not look like sparks it looks like FIRE. He trusted God.

and God Almighty heard him, as He will hear us.

We shall be scattered day after tomorrow, and some of us are not going

to attend the next General Conference, but gird up your loins! forward

march! Let us go into the conflict with our bosoms bared to shot and shell,

trusting God as our leader. I commend you to God. Look into His Word
and read it for the grace it gives you.

And finally. He will give you an inheritance among all them that are sanc-

tified. Joel, Obediah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Enoch who walked with

God three hundred and sixty-five years and was not, because God took

him to heaven. "I will give you an inheritance among all them that are

sanctified." There are some of ours in this number: Allen, Payne, Dick-

erson and many others. They are here today, their spirits hovering over

us as we consecrate these five Bishops-elect to God's service. And God is

here. I commend you to Him. God bless you! Amen.
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EFFICIENT CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP. THE NEW DAY CHAL-
LENGE.

BY DR. W. A. FOUNTAIN, PRESIDENT MORRIS BROWN UNIVERSITY

Bishopx, General Officers, College Presidents, Delegates, Ladies and Gentle-

men:

"The age in which we live is strange and evil and full of hope." These
are strenuous times. Men are feverish with excitement and are daily

standing on the edge of expectancy. Great world movements and tremen-
dous problems confront them and demand consideration. The world seems
to stagger beneath the weight of disasters. Time has never carried such
burdens of events upon its shoulders. Father Joseph Ryans, one of the

South's brightest minds wrote;

! Life is a burden—bear it,

I

Life is a duty— dare it,

j
Life is a crown—-wqar it.

We live in a world peculiarly fitted to stimulate and enlarge the mind.

The language of the day and night is so pictorial and profound that the

mind cannot resist its appeal. The great fact in this universe is that life

is a service.

The church realized that efficiency and preparedness are the outstanding

words and imperative demands of the age, and that their application is ab-

solutely necessary to guide the ship of church through the crisis of the com-
ing ages early committed itself to the sacred cause of Christian Education.

Hence Wilberforce University, Payne Theological Seminary, Kittrell College,

Western University, Morris Brown University, Turner Theological Semi-

nary, Payne College, Allen University, Campbell College, Lampton College,

Payne University, Turner College, Paul Quinn College, Edward Waters

College, Shorter College and others.

These are our great cantonments for the efficient Christian training of

our leaders to meet the challenge of the new day. Our fathers were profound-

ly conscious that to place their young people in front line trenches without

training was to invite confusion, blunders and discouragments which

would eventually result in disaster, shame and ultimately defeat.

The church's great problem today is not how to gather the people, as

important as that is; but her real problem is the righteous adjustment of

our racial group to the civic, economic, educational and religious status of

this twentieth century in order that the more than twelve millions of black

brothers may fit into this so-called Christian civilization, with the more

than ninety millions of white brothers on the high plan of God our Father,

Christ our Redeemer, and Man everj-where our Brother. «

We have been more than twenty centuries in making this world a neigh-

borhood; but in this new day we must make this world by efficient Chris-

tian training a brotherhood. We must keep ever in mind that we are

living in a new day, and dealing w'th a new Negro who differs from the
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old Negro in qualities of mind and expressions of mental activity and
Christian character.

This new Negro has a new vision He cannot see why thrift, loyalty

and forbearance on his part have not produced a fair and harmonious ad-

justment. Hence he has decided to contend and agitate for his citi-

zenship rights and full democratic privileges.

He must of necessity turn to sober and deeper thinking, a truer

and a more profound culture of mind and heart, more generous judgment
and a more thorough knowledge of mankind and world movements.
The clarion call today is loud and earnest for a more efficient

Christian leadership. Our schools are the backbone of our prosperity.

Education is the greatest business in which we are unitedly engaged.

More money is being spent to maintain our great educational system than

for any other social enterprise, and the reason lies profoundly planted

in the belief that education will make men and women more efficient.

"Mind is the shaping and controlling force that influences every step of

progress" said Mark Hopkins. Education trains the mind, expands the

mental powers, unfolds and develops them.

Great is art, science, literature and Christian religion, but all these

are in their embryonic state. The sweetest notes of song are yet

to be discovered, the last cord is yet to be found. The real Christ life

is far from being practiced.

The greatest men of all the ages are those who have stood most alone of

whom we are the most proud. Thus Luther stands out as a star of the first

magnitude for Protestantism, and Fox for Quakerism, and Wesley for

Methodism, and Lincoln for the great nation he saved, Booker Washington

for industrial education, Daniel Alexander Payne for Christian Education

and Richard Allen for the religious freedom of mankind.

It is your strong men who stand alone, whose stength is in their brain

and heart. These sit on the throne of the ages and sway the majority

to their will. These make and mold the mighty forces with which empires

have to deal.

Courageous thinking is the challenge of the efficient Christian leader.

The real leader lives apd dies for the community, for those of the coming

generation, and our most sober thoughts should be that we are the progen-

itors of a coming race. It is a great honor to be an educated Negro today;

but with this distinction comes great responsibilities and coveted opportu-

nities. In order to attract and hold the attention of our great constit-

uency we must challenge them with a robust program, such as I be-

lieve this great gathering of efficient Christian leaders contemplate.

The denominational institutions are preparing our leaders of tomorrow

—

these institutions are growing strong men, suncrowned men. For this

reason, among the others, our connectional institutions are entitled

to better support, stronger faculties, better facilities. Let not financial
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prostration and pessimism of weaklings deter our leaders in the full and

lomplete equipment and development of our Educational institutions.

There never was a time when the reason was so insistent and the ehal-

U'tiKe so defiant for our church leaders to definitely outline our educa-

tional policy as it is today.

This age is undergoing a reinterpretation of education. "Education"

said the great English Cardinal "is not knowing, it is the preparation

for more knowledge". Dr. John Dervey said: "The result of education is

a capacity for further education."

As the level of civilization lifts, and it has been lifting rapidly, a

higher type of man is called for. Life today calls for a trained mind.

It takes a diderent kind of man to drive an electric car, than the man
who drove a mule team, for the mule helped to do the thinking then, now

he must do his own thinking.

All races and nations are facing difficult and perplexing problems, the

storm period of discontent is upon us. The recent undreamed of World

War has brought all the forces of the earth under its influence, and even

the church has not escaped.

There is something mysterious, perplexing, confusing, and confounding

about it all; but this is not the time for leaders to grow weak or become

alarmed or burn into a passion. We are being called by these critical

world conditions to a forward movement along financial, educational, and

religious lines. We are confronted with both a duty and a challenge to

support these programs, and our connectional church is putting a definite

content into this Ameri' an life, namely, self-help, individual initiative

and race consciousness. Truly may we say:

We are rising to take our place,

Beside the noble, the inspiring,

With energy and conscious pride.

To the best things we are rising.

The efficient Christian Leader in this new day must be a real man, a

live man, a true man, a simple man—great in love in his life, in his work,

in his simplicity, in his gentleness. He must be trained so as to enter

sympathetically and cooperatively with every line of his race's endeavors.

Experience and observation have proven that whenever the church has prov-

en inadequate it has been due to inefficient leadership.

Never in any era of humanity as we believe, has there been a

louder call, a more insistent demand, an intenser need, a fuller and wider

opportunity for men of original, virile, masterful minds and disciplined

sagacity to lead their fellowmen through the mazes of modern, social,

political, commercial, industrial, moral and rehgious complexities. The
cry for leadership is vehement and pathetic.
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"The times want scholars—scholars who shall

shape

The doubtful destinies of dubious years

And land the ark that bears our country's

good

Safe on some peaceful Ararat at last.

The age wants heroes—heroes who shall dare

To struggle in the solid ranks of truth;

To clutch the monster error by the throat;

To bear opinion to a loftier seat;

To blot the era of oppression out,

And lead a universal freedom on."

EULOGY ON REV. JOHN THOMAS JENIFER
BY REV. A. L. GAINES.

John Thomas Jenifer was born in Prince George County, Maryland,

March 10, 1835, of slave parentage. In 1853, he took up his residence

in Baltimore, Md. On April 4th, 1856, he was converted and began his

Christian experience by connecting himself with thfe African Methodist

Episcopal Church. He began his successful educational career by study-

ing at Taylor's Commercial College at New Bedford, Mass. On the 21st of

July, 1862, he went to the extreme v/estern part of this country and made
his residence in the state of California.

In October of that same year he heard the divine call to the Christian

Ministry. In answer to that call, he accepted an appointment from Rev.

T. M. D. Ward, afterward Bishop Ward, and on October 8th, 1862, was

stationed at Sacramento City.

Having served in the California Conference, until January 22, 1866,

he was transferred to the Ohio Conference, in order that he might matric-

ulate as a student of Wilberforce University.

Having finished his- course at Wilberforce with distinguished honor he

was then transferred to the Arkansas Conferense and stationed at Bethel

A. M. E. Church, in the City of Little Rock.

Having served with success and eminent acceptability in the Arkansas

Conference, in 1880, he was transferred to the New England Conference

and stationed at Charles- Street A. M. E. Church, Boston, Mass.

Having reached a place in his denomination which placed him in

the front ranks of the ministers of the church, he was transferred to the

Illinois Conference and stationed at Quinn Chapel, Chicago.

In the Baltimore Conference, of which he was a member during the last

years of his ministry, he served as pastor of Metropolitan Church, Wash-
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ington, St. John's and Waters Churches, Baltimore, and as Presiding Elder

of the Easton District.

He served as Secretary of the Connection Preachers Aid Society, by
appointment of the Bishops' Council.

In 1912, at Kansas City, he was elected Historiographer of the A. M. E.

Church and was re-elected in 1916, at Philadelphia. During his tenure of

ollice as Historiographer, he gave the church the second volume of the

Church History.

In March 1919 he was quietly and peacefully translated at the ripe age

of eighty-four years.

The long and eventful career of Dr. John Thomas Jenifer has impressed

the Church, the race and the nation. In the contemplation of his life

several lessons impress themselves upon us.

To the young of the race, the life of John Thomas Jenifer, rising from

slave iDirth to the position of Historiographer of a great denomination, speaks

a word of hope—viz.: obstacles and circumstances are no barriers to the

higher hills of intellectual greatness, when Christian character is made the

foundation of our aspirations.

To us of his same communion, the life of Dr. Jenifer shows wherein

lies the real strength of African Methodism—The strength of African

Methodism is not in its numerical or financial strength, not in its terri-

torial or intellectual strength, but if, lies in unbounded faith and over-

powering zeal to extend the Kingdom of Christ,

To us today the life of Dr. Jenifer peals forth an unmistakable anthem
of the beauty of a Christian life. I have stood before some piece of sculp-

ture carved by a master hand, and oft admired its grandeur; I have gazed

at paintings from the grand old masters and wondered at their achievements;

I have sometimes been enraptured with the beauties of the songs from the

muses under their inspiration, but I cast aside the carvings of the sculptor,

brush away the productions of the master painters and turn a deaf ear to

the songs of the muses, when I contemplate, the heights, the depths and

breadths of a beautiful and unselfish Christian character consecrated to

Christian service. The end of such a life is only its beginning.

The life of Dr. Jenifer is another conviction to us of the immortality of

the soul. I can not believe, I can not conceive that a life so beautiful,

a life so full of activity, a life so consecrated is a mere accident in this great

universe. It is to me a deep conviction that the life of Dr. Jenifer has just

begun to be, in a land where there are no tears, a land where peace abides,

a land on unclouded day, a land where the inhabitants never say "Farewell."
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EULOGY ON PROF. H. T. KEALING

BY A. S, JACKSON,
"We live in deeds not words; in actions, not in figures on a dial. We

count our time by heart throbs. He lives most who thinks most, who
feels the noblest, who acts the best."

Human history is a romance and life is an enduring drama. Men
come into the world, play their part gloriously or ingloriously and

pass from the stage amid the thrilling cheers of the populace or the encirc-

ling derision and condemnation of men.

Well has it been said that the evil men do live after them, but the good

is oftentimes interred with their bones. Sacred is the memory of our illus-

trious dead, and we do ourselves honor in this service or commemoration.

On history's continuous page great men shine out like stars in the cerulean

skies. Because I knew the benevolent grandeur of the man; his love of

husbandry, his paternal devotion, it is altogether fit and proper that I

should, upon this occasion, speak briefly upon the life and character of Pro-

fessor H. T. Kealing, who was born in my native state more than half a

century ago, and became one of the first of its illustrious sons.

As a boy, he was noted for his procosity and early in his life gave evidence

of that fine quality and ability that was so openly manifested in after years.

He finished the common schools in his native state, studied at Strait Univer-

sity and took his master's degree at Tabor in the State of Iowa. He returned

after graduation to the "Lone Star" State and began his public careeer

in the profession of teaching. Almost instantly, the rare quality of the man
was recognized by every one. His eruditions had no counter part at that

time in the state and people turned to him as they would to the light of

a new star rising in the Heavens.

He was sought by all boards of education in the state, and everjrwhere

filled the requirements to over-capacity. His life was spotless, stainless

and exemplary and as beautiful in exhibition as the flowers that grow wild

on the great plains of his native state.

His name became a household word and was always synonymous with

honor and integrity.

He came to Paul Quinn College as President and the inspiration of his life

though a quarter of a century has passed, is still felt in the community life

of that institution. The boys and girls whom he taught shall never forget

his sterling worth nor his inspiring words.

His philosophy was simple, sound and infallable. His application of

every-day transactions to the development of human character and

worth-whileness is unexcelled. As an orator, lecturer, platform speaker, he

was without peer. The charm of his language, the merry ripple in his

speech and the music of his voice held his audiences under a spell such as

few men in this century have been able to do.
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All over this country the power of Kealing in public address is known
and appreciated in such measure as is accorded to but few men. In his

declining years when his physical strength was giving way, the robustness

of his mind remained; and I saw him in the last month of his life in this

world deliver such a thrilling speech that his hearers were mad with ecstacy

and driven into convulsions with delight.

He was a stalwart African Methodist and cherished the "Old Church"
fondly and tenderly until the angels in sweetness kissed his eyelids down
into that lasting and eternal sleep from which no mortal ever awakes.

His record in the world is made and the glory of his transactions shall

ne'er be forgot as long as fame her record keeps.

Now in that beautiful celestial city he looks down at this hour, tenderly

and sweetly upon this great Convention which he so much loved.

HIGHTOWER KEALING
BY J. K. WILLIAMS.

HIGHTOWER KEALING was born in the cotton belt of the great state

of Texas. A precocious child, he early attracted the attention of the

community. At the age of 12 years he was known as the preacher, and at

that time became the secretary and traveling companion of the late Father

Haywood, one of the pioneer ministers who braved the perils of the west

and established our church in the Lone Star State.

This boy preacher lectured in the various mission churches of the state,

spoke at quarterly conferences and assisted the secretary of the annual

conferences in those early days.

After finishing in the common schools of his native state, this boy prodigy

was sent North. Entering Tabor College, Iowa, in 1877, he was graduated

from that institution at the head of his class in 1881, and became the first

principal of Paul Quinn College, Waco, Texas.

Prof. Kealing went from Paul Quinn College to Prairie College, at Prairie

View, Texas. While in that institution he wrote an article to the New
England School Journal, at the solicitation of its editor, on the pubhc school

question of the South. The writer of the article took the stand that the

courses and the educational facilities for the colored schools should be
equal to those for the white schools. Doctor Kealing's resignation followed

the writing of the article, but his friends secured his appointment to the

supervisorship of the colored public schools of Austin, Texas.

From the Austin schools he went to the presidency of Paul Quinn College,

and from there to the editorship of the A. M. E. Review in 1896. After

serving as editor of the Review for IG years he went to the presidency

of Western University at Quindaro, Kansas, where he wound up his labors

in the church and for the race. After several months of lingering illness

he succumbed to the inevitable.

Here passed one of the foremost students in our church and the race. A
ripe scholar of rare attainments he did much to dispel the mental reserva-
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tions of the critics of both races; a teacher whose love for his work always

struck hard upon the inspirational cord in the hearts of his pupils he

easily became a dynamic force in his profession; an editor and a writer

whose pen as a surgical instrument pricked the unhealthy growths

upon a commonwealth, rich in its preambles but poor and sick as a

result of bad social and political habits, he did much to inspire hope

for the coming civil and moral health of the nation; as a platform speaker

whose words full of the hum of warning and danger, struck terror to

the enemies of right and justice, but which afforded the necessary

barrage to the contenders in the trenches for the rights of men, his spirit

must now surely hover over us in this hour when the world must come to

terms of peace; as an aspirant for honors, he had much for which to be thank-

ful. If there were aspirations unsatisfied, they were regarded by him as

being due neither to lack of friends nor to the presence of enemies, for the

former were many while the latter were few. A life of service is the goal

toward which all good men travel. The paths that lead thereto are varied

and many—some leading to the right and some to the left. In these paths all

honor lies; the man who has it, to enjoy it, must find it in the paths he tries.

This beautiful truth among the last expressed by our deceased brother,

and which became a part of his life, makes him worthy of a place in the

memorial gallery of the sons of Allen.

H. T. KEALING.
BY E. R. VAUGHAN.

It is a great honor to be associated with the galaxy of distinguished

heroes whose memory we come to honor this P. M.

They wraught in their respective lines and verily their works do follow

them.

We come this afternoon not to indulge in high sounding phraseology

—

not to deal in rhetorical flourish and bombast, but to calmly and dispassion-

ately delineate and review some of the more prominent fundamental

characteristics of a fellow-co-laborer who did his work well and then with

a symetrically rounded out life, wrapped his mantle of drapery about him

and laid himself down as to sweet dreams.

Job 16:22, said "When a few years are come, then I shall go the way

whence I shall not return."

Hebor said:

"Death rides on every passing breeze and lurks in every flower."

Parnell said:

"Death's but the path that MUST be trod, if man ever pass to God."

Not a stranger at all, but nevertheless a mysterious visitor.

Dr. H. T. Kealing rose from the humblest walks of life in his native

state of Texas to that of a great force in the Council Chambers of his

church. It's a long distance from an ordinary lad of undeveloped mental

powers way down in Texas to that of a College graduate a long by the side

of his more favorite brothers in a first class college in Iowa.

But distance did not discourage him, but that rather seemed to lend

enchantment.
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He seemed to be possessed of that notion that without the development

of his mental powers he could never be his best self and therefore give to

the world his best work.

There can be no doubt but that he felt he had some special line of work

to do and so he constantly added to his general fund of knowledge.

I think it was Socrates who said "The way to gain a good reputation is to

endeavor to be what you desire to seem."

This was most admirably exhibited in his plain democratic life.

He was not in the popular sense the Commoner of some others, but he

was in a broader and higher sense a Commoner who possessed a wealth

of learning which he gladly shared with his brethren.

The spirit which seized him when he left Texas and went up North to

better fit himself to serve his God and his race ever remained. Did I say

race yea, more than that.

His philanthropy of intellect was so broad in its sweet and compass as

to push back the narrow circumference of race line and out there

further took its place among the liberati of the nation regardless of race.

On platform, in pulpit or school room his splendid qualities boomed up in

their majesty like a Pikes Peak in a Rocky Mountain Range. And they

never suffered by comparison.

One theme ever dominated his mind: thoroughness and quality.

While being a clean cut classical orator he was also a preacher of rare

ability.

If he was to fill the engagement you would know that a minister

would be in the pulpit.

Perhaps his greatest asset was his clean life. In home, in church, in

school—-everywhere, his was a simple life, unostentatious.

In our counsels at W. U. he would say,"Our men need to know English.

We must not be top heavy. And so the English course in our Seminary

was emphasized.

He had great reserved power. You could not exhaust him. Cool, level

headed, self composed, you could not excite him.

Like a cube any way you thr^ him an equal side was up.

He was a splendid school executive, methodic and systematic. Our

school at Quindaro was carried to still greater heights during his encum-

bency.

He was not a politician. At Ft. Scott, Kans., at the session of the Kansas

Conference when it became apparent that he should take the executive

reins in his hands he said tome, "I have given the Gov. of Kansas to know
that if accepted I shall not carry the school into politics.

I believe the education of our youth should be put on a high plane and

stabilized and not be subject to the whims of party politics."

He was always looked forward to with great eagerness by the theologs

when he was to deliver the regular Tuesday afternoon lecture. Not only

was the Seminary force out in full, but the S. S. training class and other
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religious workers would come. He was sought by organizations all over

the country because of the superb messages he would bring and the clear

ness of vision with which he dehneated.

Young men of this General Conference emulate the noble virtues of

this servant of God and build for yourselves mansions more stately than

those builded by him.

MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN WEST AFRICA.

BY BISHOP I. N. ROSS.

Missionary activities in any land center about the churches and schools

established to save souls and enlighten minds.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church at the close of the quadrennium

ending in 1920 can show for its activities in West Africa two organized con-

ferences:

These are the Sierra Leone and the Liberia Conference.

The Sierra Leone Conference reports 7 churches with 357 full members,

745 probationers and day schools numbering 200 pupils. The church property

is valued at $14,550.

In the Liberian Conference with the districts of Monrovia, Bassa and

Cape Palmas there are 15 churches with 436 full members, 500 probationers

and 387 pupils in day schools. The church property is valued at $17,800.

This work had its beginning under the guidance of Henry McNeal Turner

who organized the work in Liberia Nov. 23, 1891; in Sierra Leone Nov.

12, 1891.

This pioneer was followed by Bishops Smith, Shaffer, Grant and Heard.
' These bishops were ably assisted by native ministers and presiding elders

who established sympathetic understanding and brought about co-opera-

tion between African Methodists in America and our African Brother

on the West Coast. Prominent among these Dr. Steady, Sierra Leone,

Dr. Brisbane, Liberia.

To give you an idea of the vast field of labor which we have in Africa,

let me present to you some facts coUe.cted by the National Geographic

Society concerning Liberia which is a part of our work, in West Africa.

Liberia is on the west coast of Africa. It is America's only colony.

With an area equal to that of our state of Kentucky, there is a population of

2,000,000. Of these only 50,000 of whom one-fourth are of American ori-

gin may be considered civilized.

Liberia was founded in 1821 by the Rev. Ashmun thru an organization

which had its beginning at a meeting in Washington, D. C. in 1816 presided

over by Henry Clay for the purpose of forming a colonization society.

The country's name means the "land of the free." Monrovia, its principal

city was so named in honor of the president then presiding over the U. S.

Within 20 years after its foundation, there were 1,500 Americans in Li-

beria.
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A daily newspaper had been started and a code of laws was in prac-

tical operation.

Liberia has vast resources, mineral and agricultural which are unde-

veloped. But before the war it exported goodly quantities of rubber,

palm oil, fiber, cocoa, coffee, ivory and spices.

In 1847 the colonists declared Liberia an independent republic.

During the administration of President Roosevelt, he sent a commission

to study the situation in Liberia. The following year the American govern-

ment in agreement with England, France and Germany assumed super-

vision of finances, military organization and boundary questions. German
merchants in 1912 offended the chief executive of the republic and in

the world war Liberia cast her lot with the allied nations.

The stream of colonists has long since stopped and we have great op-

portunities to reach the natives who range from barbarity to civilization.

I have given this extended account of Liberia as an indication of our

task on the West Coast of Africa.

In other sections, in the interior, our task is gigantic.

The chief difficulties in our way are: To introduce Christianity among
the natives who have many kinds of heathen worship, ancestral worship,

witchcraft and witch doctors, and idolatry. This is to be done in spite of

the fact that exploiters and adventurers have taken advantage of and
aroused suspicion in these native people.

To introduce Christianity we need men and money.
The fever, a peculiar malady in Africa often takes from the missionaries

the energy and power to do their work.

Annual trips to the Canary Island or the Continent are the only safe-

guards and these are expensive—not to take such precaution, however,

would be penny wise and pound foolish.

With men who can stand the cHmate we must send money to meet the

needs of the people and develop the work

.

The future for West Africa promises us: Great extension of Christ's

Kingdom.

The noble efforts of our missionary women and the Missionary Board

continued and redoubled will furnish the money to put new life into the

missionary activities begun over a quarter of a century ago in West

Africa.

MISSION OF AFRICAN METHODISM IN NON-CHRISTIAN LANDS.

By REV. J. P. BALOGNU RICHARDS, B. D.

The primary aim and purpose of the Church of the Blessed Lord is to

proclaim the gospel to the world. And ever since the founding of the Church

by Jesus Christ its one great purpose has been the ultimate conversion

of the world. Our Blessed Master himself set the example of Missionary
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propaganda to his disciples, by ministering to the poor and needy, healing

the sick, raising the dead, curing the deaf and the blind, and proclaiming
liberty to them that are bound.

The church for over a thousand years has been engaged in the arduous
and difficult task of preaching the gospel not only in its own immediate
confines, but in reaching out and stretching forth to the "regions beyond."
But the church in its efforts to proclaim the fundamental principles upon

which the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is founded, "the Fatherhood of

God and the universal brotherhood of man," and that "of one blood God
hath made all men for to dwell upon the face of the earth," has either con-

sciously or unconsciously failed in the application of these principles.

The spirit of Christ as exemplified in his life has been set aside; the spirit

of godliness and brotherly love overlooked; and the spirit of self and class

discrimination given the pre-eminence. This we find to be true in the

attitude of the members of old W. George's Church in the city of Philadel-

phia toward Richard Allen and his companions. But fired with a holy

zeal, and filled with the consciousness of the righteousness of the wand
he subsequently took, Richard Allen struck out for man-hood righteous-

ness, and established for himself and unborn generations the ark of re-

ligious freedom, w here they could worship God untrEinmelled, according

to the dictates of their own conscience.

I take it for granted that the founding of the A. M. E. Church was
in the divine order of providence, it was a scheme in the divine places of

bringing the non-christian land to the knowledge of the true and living God.

It is a fact prior to the organization of the A. M. E. Church, and its

subsequent embarking on Foreign Missionary work. The Christian Church

had been engaged in the Missionary enterprize for over a thousand years,

with varied degrees of success. It is a well known fact among close stu-

dents of Missions that the various attempts of the Church to preach the

gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to non-Christian peoples, have not altogether

proved happy. The foreign missionary with but few exceptions—however

great may be his zeal and enthusiasm, frequently cannot but unconsciously

display a subtle feeling of prejudice and superiority: of aversion in having

to come into close personal contact with the poor unfortunates with whom
he has to labour. And ignorant though the heathen may be, unversed in

all the deceptive subtleties of civilization though he may be, is never-

theless very quick to detect and resent the least suggestion or insinuation

of one's superiority and his inferiority. This has resulted in many un-

fortunate occurrences in the missionary work of the church among non-

christian peoples. This is due largely to a misconception as well as mis-

apprehension of the relationship on the part of the foreign missionary to

the heathen people: to a lack of that true sympathetic attitude and relation-

ship which was the underlying keynote of the remarkable success of the

life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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A good many missionaries go out to the Foreign field imbued with the
notion that he is going out to convert overight a people who are nothing
but ignorant fools; and consequently they set out with the idea of "lord-
ing" it over the people. But what a mistaken idea. Our Blessed Re-
deemer said to his disciples, "I came not to be ministered unto but to
minister," and again he said, "He that will be the greatest among you,
let him first be your servant." Thus we see that the work of the Mission-
ary is primarily and essentially one of service; and it is here that the Afri-

can Methodist Episcopal church has demonstrated its greatness and use-

fulness during the past one hundred years; it has been, and is, first, last and
always a church administering service.

No other Christian organization in the world is better fitted to assume
the roll of Christian leadership in non-Christian land, than the African
Methodist Episcopal church.

Born under peculiarly auspicious circumstances, filled with the desire of

giving out to its own people that which had long been denied them, viz.,

religious liberty and manhood righteousness, the A. M. E. Church realizes

now as never before, its duties and obligations to non-Christian lands.

This thought found a worthy exponent in the person of that champion
of race pride and ideals, that fearless advocate and defender of the rights

of his people, that great believer in not only the possibilities of the Negro
in Africa but also in Africa's ultimate redemption through the A. M. E.

Church—the late and revered Rt. Rev. Henry McNeil Turner, who in 1891

braved the perils of the deep and planted the A. M. E. Church in the soil

of Africa and unfurled to the breeze from the four corners of the earth,

the banner onwhichwas emblazoned the motto: "God our Father, Christ our

Redeemer, and Man our Brother."

From this humble beginning in 1891, there have sprung up after thirty

years less one of active, vigorous, though at times difficult work, 15 churches

and Mission stationsin West Africa, and 70 in South Africa with an aggre-

gate membership of 32,000 souls; and this dees not include thework in

South America the West Indies, Canada and the Islands of the seas.

Think of it my friend, 32,000 souls, wrung, so to speak, from the very

jaws of heathenism and superstition and death through the efforts of the

African Methodist Episcopal Church. Truly we can, with a deep sense

of gratitude exclaim, "What hath God wrought." Now this is a showing

of which we might well be proud.

As it is often said that no other race has made the strides that the Ameri-

can Negro has made during the last 50 years, and we may truthfully say that

no Christian church, be it the Protestant Episcopal church, the Church

of England or the English Wesleyan Methodist, the Methodist Episcopal

church, the Presbyterian, the Baptist, the Roman Catholics or what not.

I repeat, no Christian Church, no single denomination has accomplished

in 50 years what the A. M. E. Church has accomplished in those first 29

years of its Missionary activities in Africa. This unparallelled achieve-
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ment in the history of Missionary propaganda has been made possible simply

because the A. M. E. Church has constantly kept in view the true signifi-

cance of its Mission to non-Christian Lands: that of preaching the unadul-

terated gospel of the Son of God to the non-Christian people. Not preach-

irg race superiority, but that "God has created of one blood all men to

dwell upon the face of the earth." Preaching not selfishness, but ,"thou

shall love thy neighbor as thyself."

Pere:iching not greed and gain:— but "for me to live is Christ, and to

die is gain."

Thus the African Methodist Episcopal Church has proved to be a pan-

acea for the spiritual ills of the people.

Then again this phenomenal success of our Missionary activities may be

attributed in part to the foresight and wisdom of the Parent Church in the

training and preparation of native sons and daughters of Africa, and send-

ing them back to carry the "glad" tidings of good things" to their own people.

This is the keystone to the success of any missionary endeavors. The
Christian Church has ever since realized the truth and importance of this

fact, and have since put it into operation.

Why, at one time there were at Wilberforce University no less than

25 native African students undergoing preparation for work in the mission

field and all of these were supported by the great A. M. E. Church.

Why think of it my friend, 25 native Africans brought to this country,

supported, fed, clothed and educated at the entire expense of the Church.

It's a feat altogether unparallelled in the history of the Christian Church.

No one Church, no one denomination, with all their wealth, with all their

resources, with all their financial backing has ever undertaken such a task:

but the A. M. E. Church, which is supported largely from the scant earn-

ings of the women over the wash tubs and ironing board; from the toilers

in the cotton patches of Georgia, the rice swamps of Mississippi and the

cane brakes of Louisiana, from the pennies and nickels and dimes given by
the poor humble people, undertook the stupendous task of feeding, clothing

and educating 25 African boys and girls in order that they might carry

the gospel torch to illumine the dark places of the dark and benighted

Continent.

Little did Richard Allen think that the church he began in a blacksmith

shop in Philadelphia would spread with such rapidity that in 100 years it

would touch the four corners of the globe. But the sparks that flow from

the anvil as he struck the blows for religious freedom and liberty

have been blown by the winds of faith from Pennsylvannia in the South

to California in the west, from Canada in the North to the Gulf of Mexico

in the South: and then leaped across the Gulf of Mexico to the Isthmus of

Panama, S. America, the West Indies and the Islands of the sea.

Furthermore they have bridged 10,000 miles across the Atlantic to the Dark
Continent of Africa, and set on fire the briars and brambles of heathenism

and superstition:- the stubbles and hay of ignorance and sin, till there
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shall come forth from that fire a people, sanctified, purified, redeemed,

washed in the blood of the Lamb, and made white and spotless as wool.

Do you ask me what are the evidences of the success of the Mission of

African Methodism in non-Christian lands. I reply, look around you,

cast your eyes about you and see the 10 native delegates from We.st and

and South Africa, the seven from the West Indies and South America,

representing a membership approximately 30,000 and tell me whether

that is not proof sufficient that the A. M. E. Church is not fully alive

of its mission to non-Christian peoples.

As I take a retrospect of that from whence we have come these 104 years,

and then take an introspect into what, under God we shall be in the next

100 years, I take the liberty to serve notice on you, the delegates of the

home church to the 26th session of the General Conference of the A. M.
E. Church to "look out" and double your strides, for w'e of the foreign field

are after your scalp. For I see in the General Conference 100 years from

now a foreign delegation so large as to almost s 'arm the home delega-

tion. Look out, Mother Church, we are comit g 'OOO strong.

And in conclusion, let me say, that whilst we are on tli ^ threshold of the

second century of our organic existence, let us be mindful of fact that the

spirit of the father is upon us: the hallowed spirit of the Sainted Richard

Allen; the spirit of Nazrey, of Vv'ard, of Paul Quinn, of Morris Brown, of

Shorter, of Payne, of Arnett, of Campbell, of Handy, of Gains, of Grant, of

Lampton, of Turner, of Schafifer are hovering over us; then let us go away
from St. Louis, filled with a new zeal and courage, consecrated afresh at

the altar of Service, and having a new vision of the obligations and re-

sponsibilities of "the Mission of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

to non-Christian Lands", be determined to do more for the perpetuation of

the fundamental principles which constitute the bulwark of the hope and
future of the Negro race. And then as a result of our united and conse-

ecrated efforts, when on that great and last day, the final consummation
of all things shall be brought to pass, then shall be gathered from the North,

the South, the East, and the West, from Africa, from Canada, from South

America, from the West Indies and the Islands of the Seas, an innum-
erable throng which no man can number, standing around the glorified

throne of God, and shall join the angelic host in singing the triumphant

song: All hail the power of Jesus' name!

Let angels prostrate fall:

Bring forth the royal diadem.

And crown him Lord of all!

Ye chosen seed of Israel's race,

—

A remnant weak and small

—

Hail him who saves you by his grace.

And crown him Lord of all.

Ye Gentiles Sinners, ne'er forget

The wormwood and the gall:
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Go spread your trophies at his feet,

And crown him Lord of all.

Let every kindred every tribe

On this terrestrial ball,

To him all majesty ascribe,

And crown him Lord of all.

0 that with yonder sacred throng,

We at his feet may fall!

We'll join the everlasting song.

And crown him Lord of all.

EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE MANAGER OF THE
BOOK CONCERN.

To the Bishops, GeneralOfficers, College Presidents and Delegates of the Twenty-

si.rthGeneral Conference of tlie A. M. E. Church, St. Louis, Mo., TJ. S. A.:

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

I thank God that we are preserved to meet once more in General Confer-

ence assembled to report the work which has been entrusted to us by our

great Church. We have just passed through a most wonderful quadren-

nium, during which time our country entered and helped to Win the great-

est war of all history; our country has witnessed the severest epidemic of

influenza in its history and has at the same time enjoyed the greatest pros-

perity of our times. Many other important things have happened which

are too numerous for me to mention, among which have been the unprece"

dented migration of our people from the South, the great wave of social un-

rest all over the world, the experiment of government operation of railroads,

telegraph and telephones in the United States, the abolition of the saloon

and the banishment of liquor by the Eighteenth Amendment to the Consti-

tution; the almost certain passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the

United States Constitution, giving the ballot to women ; the change of Con-

gress from Democratic to Republican control for the first time in eight

years; the cancellation of hundreds of thousands of dollars of Church debts,

the reaching of ONE MILLION DOLLARS in our Dollar Money, etc.

When we left the Centennial General Conference at Philadelphia, in

May, 1916, you had done me the great honor to elect me Editor of the

Christian Recorder, and as such I began this quadrennium. Between

May, 1916, and August, 1916, however, circumstances in the business of

the Book Concern arose by which it became necessary for the management

to be changed, and the Rev. J. I. Lowe, D. D., who was elected Business

Manager by the General Conference of 1912, and re-elected by a large ma-

jority, at Philadelphia in 1916, saw fit to resign the management of the

Book Concern. The Bishops of the First, Second and Third Episcopal

Districts, whose duty it was, according to Discipline page 346, to appoint

a successor to Dr. Lowe, appointed me to succeed him, and I was confirmed
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by the Publication Board, in accordance with the Discipline. Thus the

Book Concern was again brought under single management from 1916

to 1920, as it was under me from 1909 to 1912.

Let me say here that I did not especially seek the management of the

Book Concern at this time, and I consented to take it only because I saw
it was my duty to do so in order to save The Christian Recorder, to the

editorship of which you elected me. I am reliably informed that two
distinguished African Methodists had been considered for this place as Dr.

Lowe's successor^—one a layman and a successful publisher, the other a

distinguished elder of many years' standing. But the Board of Publica-

tion saw fit to ask me to accept the place so as to have the whole Book
Concern and Christian Recorder under one management, as this one manage-
ment seemed to be to the best interest of the Church and the Recorder and
Book Concern. The Concern was in debt nearly $17,000, $2847.12 of which

was due Dr. J. I. Lowe, Manager, and he desired $1500 cash and notes for

the balance. It was decided, however, that I should pay $1000 cash and

give thirty-six notes for the balance, which was done, and on August 22,

1916, I took full charge of the Book Concern for the second time as General

Business Manager, and in addition to my duties as Editor of the Christian

Recorder.

The following is a copy of the resignation of Dr. Lowe and the appoint-

ment of the three Bishops and also the confirmation of the Publication

Board.

"THE BOOK CONCERN OF THE A. M. E. CHURCH.

Philadelphia, Pa., 631 Pine St
,
August 18, 1916.

"To the Board of Publication of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

Bishop Evans Tyree, D. D., President, Philadelphia, Pa.:

Dear Brethren:

"I beg herewith to respectfully tender to you my resignation as General

Business Manager of Book Concern of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church, to which position I was duly elected by the General Conference,

sitting in this City, May, 1916. In severing my connection with this Con-
cern I do so after mature consideration, as the best thing for the Church
I love, and I assure you that my interest in its future success will be no
less strong in the future than it has been in the past, and I will give every

aid I can to my successor.

(Signed)

"J. I. LOWE."
(Witness)

"J. R. HAWKINS."
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"THE APPOINTMENT.

"To the Board of Publication of the A. M. E. Chv,rch, Philadelphia, Pa.,

Bishop Eians Tyree, President.

"Dear Brethren:

"Upon information from you that the Rev. J. I. Lowe, D. D., has resigned

the position of Business Manager of the Book Concern of the A. M. E.

Church, and that his resignation has been accepted by you, there, there-

fore, existing a vacancy in the said position of Business Manager, we the

undersigned bishops of the districts whose duty it is, according to the

Discipline, to nominate a successor, do hereby nominate and appoint the

Rev. R. R. Wright, Jr., as the successor of Dr. Lowe, as Business Manager

of the Book Concern, the said appointment to take place as soon as the same

is confirmed by you.

(Signed)

"EVANS TYREE,
C. T. SHAFFER,
J. ALBERT JOHNSON."

******

"THE CONFIRMATION.

"We, the members of the Board of Publication, having considered the

appointment of Rev. R. R. Wright, Jr., as Manager of the Book Concern,

to succeed the Rev. J. I. Lowe, said appointment having been made in ac-

cordance with the provisions of the Discipline of the A. M. E. Church,

do hereby approve and confirm the appointment of the said R. R. Wright,

Jr., the same to take effect at once.

(Signed)

EVANS TYREE, Chairman,

RICHARD H. BUMRY, Sec,

H. H. COOPER,
C. C. DUNLAP,
MOSES G. JOHNSON,
C. H. MURRAY,
S. S. MORRIS.

"Philadelphia, Pa., August 18, 1916."

It * If * *

"BOOK CONCERN OF A. M. E. CHURCH.
"631 Pine St., Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 19, 1916.

"To Whom It May Concern.

"This is to certify that R. R. Wright, Jr., is hereby authorized and deput-

ized to receive and open my mail matter coming to the address given above

in my name, and to sign my name to any checks, money orders or other

documents concerning the business of the Book Concern, where my signa-

ture is necessary to carry on the business properly until such time when it
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is generally known that I have resigned as Business Manager and mail

will no longer be sent in my name.

(Signed) "J. I. LOWE."

(Witness)

"J. R. HAWKINS."
******

THE BOOK CONCERN OF THE A. M. E. CHURCH.

"Philadelphia, Pa., 631 Pine St., Aug. 22, 1916.

"Received of the Book Concern of the A. M. E. Church the SUM OF
ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1000) on account of notes held by me
against said Book Concern.

(Signed)

"J. I. LOWE."
(Witness)

"J. R. HAWKINS."

******
Besides Dr. Lowe's claim, were other claims, whose holders besieged

the Board of Publication and demanded immediate settlement. To placate

them it was necessary for me to borrow on my personal account more
than $1800. Among those threatening us were the Mergenthaler Lino-

type Company, whose type-setting machine we were using and whose notes

had been unpaid. We owed them $2650.61. We owed the Whitlock

Printing Press Company $545, whose cylinder press we were using, but whose
notes had gone to protest. The Crescent Composition Company, who had
set the type for the Christian Recorder, Conference Minutes, the General

Conference Program, etc., was due—$2140.86—and its notes had accumu-
lated unpaid. Fleming, Revel and Co., of New York; Quaker City Paper

Company, Murphy-Parker Company, the North American Company, all

had long overdue promissory notes and were clamoring for payment,

while to the Book Concern employees was owed over $800.00. The taxes

were nearly $1000 in arrears and the property was levied on for taxes soon

after I took charge.

Our Faith.

But I have always had faith in the Book Concern, and in the rank and
file of our great Church. I love it as I love my children. I came to it

almost an untried youth, so to speak, and to it I owe most of my business

development. I believed that if a clear-cut, business proposition were

given it, our great Church would respond. So I not ooly put my small

savings, but borrowed on my life insurance to stave off the stampede of

creditors. I made arrangements with one of the leading banks of Phila-

delphia to take care of and pay every note as it came due, and I am pleased

to say that since August 18, 1916, though we have had more than a hundred
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notes to pay, not a single one has gone to protest. When the Book Concern

was investigated by Bradstreet's Credit Agency, I frankly acknowledged

that we were bankrupt in everything EXCEPT FAITH, and I shall never

forget when this gray-haired, clod-blooded business man— Bradstreet's

Credit representative—put his hand on my shoulder and said, in effect-

that faith is the victory that overcomes the world, even the business world,

and then left us and went and recommended credit for us. From that

day the debt of the Book Concern began to be paid, and we never failed

to meet a credit obligation.
******

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE BOOK CONCERN IN 1916 AND
1920.

The following tables will give a clear idea of the state of business in 1916

and 1920, and the course of our business from last General Conference 1916

to the close of the fiscal year, March 31, 1920.

Our assets consist of real estate, machinery, stock, etc., and in 1916

.

amounted to $32,091.36 according to the report of the Business Manager.

In 1920 they amounted to $37, 812. 46.

Comparative Statement of Assets 1916-1920

—

1916 1920

Real Estate, 631 Pine Street $ 10000 .00 $ 10000 .00

Machinery and Fixtures _ . _ 8840 .33 9000 .00

Office Fixtures -.. 527 .22 1000 .00

Organ 50 .00 30 .00

Merchandise, per Inventory - 3920 .00 5500 .00

Job Supplies, per Inventory 53 .00 650 .00

Type and Sundries . - 1246 .00 1320 .00

Plates, Cuts, Electros 4930 .00 5200 .00

Linotype Metal 348 .52 600 .00

Cash 72

.

,13 612 .46

2104 .16 3000 .00

900 .00

Total $ 32091 .36 $ 37812 .46

On a conservative estimate the assets have increased during the quadren-

nium.

Liabilities

—

1916 1920

Old Notes, Loans and Interest . . . _ . $ 4342 .72 NONE
Accounts Payable 8283 .83 Completely

Bonds Payable 321.00 Out of debt

Total $ 12947 .54
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BOOK CONCERN DEBT CANCELLED

Every debt turned over in 191(5, together with all the current expenses

for running the business from 1916 to this date have been paid. Taxes,

which amounted in all to more than $1400.00, have been paid up to January

1, 1921, which is the first time, certainly in twenty years, if not in our his-

tory, that the taxes of the Book Concern have been paid in advance. Wages
have been paid in full and the Book Concern, for the first time in thirty

years, has come to the General Conference with no debt to its employees.

We do not owe the Business Manager anything for the first time in

many years. Heretofore, at nearly every General Conference, there has

been reported an indebtedness because the Manager was forced to use his

personal funds in order to keep the business going, and was not able to

pay himself back. Business Manager Theodore Gould reported a personal

indebtedness in 1880 and 1884, and we were never out of his debt until this

quadrennium, paying his last note in 1918. Business Manager Embry re-

ported a deficit in 1896, and his estate sued the Book Concern and got

judgment against it. Business Manager Collett reported that the Book
Concern owed him a large sum of money, and his widow sued the Book
Concern, getting judgment for $4700, and when Business Manager Lowe
left the office we owed him, and we have paid him in full, with interest

at six per cent, to the amount of over $3000. While it was necessary for

the present Business Manager to put private funds in the business, we have

been able to pay him in full. The note for $610 to the Church Extension

Department, with other indebtedness not on our records, was generously

cancelled by the Church Extension Board, Bishop W. H. Heard, Chairman;

Dr. B. F. Watson, Secretary-Treasurer.

The Liabilities of the Book Concern have been completely wiped out in

1920, AND WE OWE NOBODY, and have $20,000 assets clear, on which

to start the new quadrennium.

Receipts and Expenditures.

Below is given the Table of Receipts and Expenditures of the Book Con-

cern for the four separate fiscal years from 1916 to 1920:

Receipts.

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Balance Brought forward_$ 72.13

April 1724.14 1723.77 3915.53 2632.17

May 1809.83 2175.10 3011.67 3729.57

June 1082.35 1524.60 3091.11 3306.59

July 1200.81 1760.71 4287.17 2043.42

August 2924.53 2377.94 2127.91 2303.06

September 2407.01 2124.72 2584.57 2736.53

October ' 2039.39 ,2893.68 2652.98 4925.60

November 1893.16 3083.36 3022.58 3748.80



266 TwENTY-sixTii Quadrennial Session

December 2944.47 4021.58 4076.38 4469.73

January 1369.39 2864.71 4269.37 3299.59

February 1938.83 1797.81 2587.80 4785.28

March 2418.34 2755.52 4476.99 3769.57

Total $ 24824.94 $ 29209.50 $ 40104.28 $ 41749.91

The total receipts for the quadrennium were $135,881.63, as compared

with $53,840.79 for the preceding quadrennium, an increase of about 12.5

per cent.

Disbursements.

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

April . . . .. -$ 1774.37 $ 1555 .98 $ 2452 .06 $ 1749 .68

May 1961 .29 1530 .46 2544 .59 2588 .72

June 1001 .26 1997 .20 3662 .00 3415.31

July 1166.60 1474 .72 2520 .45 2345 .41

August 2481 .63 1819 .47 3659 .55 2481 .09

September . _ 1960 .29 2765 .43 1625 .68 2879 .18

October 1569 .47 2392 .75 1784 .96 2881 .74

November 2920 .27 1800 .69 2261 .27 4038 .13

December . . .

.

2969 .04 4957 .13 4668 .06 6104 .86

January 1598 .58 3221 .04 2111 .79 2856 .99

February 2920 .27 1800 .69 2261 .27 5178 .29

March ...... 2812 .62 1800 .69 2261 .27 4896 .92

Total $ 25182.67 $ 28602.47 $ 40067.80 $ 41416.32

The total expenditures for the quadrennium were $135,269.17.

Book Concern Contributors.

I would not give the impression that all this good work was done by the

Manager himself. It was done by the great A. M. E. Church, which so

nobly supported one of its servants.

To pay the debt we put on a rally, and continued it until the debt was

paid. The following table shows how the different Episcopal Districts

contributed to the debt:

Table Showing How Each Episcopal District Contributed to the

Book Concern Debt.

1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

1st Bishop Evans Tyree $ 1152.78 $ 1917.31$ 460.39

2nd Bishop J. Albert Johnson 277 .50 69 .95 104 .95

3rd Bishop C. T. Shaffer (J. H. Jones) 180 .39 544 .21 63 .40

4th Bishop L. J. Coppin 737 .94 339 .85 256 .90
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Ri<!Vir)ti H R P;irks 334 00 99 .85 31 .00

24 50 10 .00 41 .00

7th Bishop W. D. Chappelle 82 .00 150 .54 33 .25
i-i I » 1~\ • 1 TIT TT TT 1

8th Bishop W. H. Heard . 409 .22 77 .15 27 .30

9th Bishop B. F. Lee 211 .47 19.40 6.85

10th Bishop J. H. Jones, . 500 .50 341 .10 336 .00

11th Bishop John Hurst . . 1200 .70 51 .06 16.89

12th Bishop J. M. Conner 137 .25 584 .85 18.25

15th Bishop C. S. Smith 25.37 23 .50

Total $ 5173.62 $ 4205.22 $ 1419.68

We received $10,733.15 from the ralHes. The debt was over $17,000.

So the Book Concern business paid the balance of $6000 on the debt.

Change of Text Book.

Perhaps the greatest civic service we have done has been to change a

geography text book used in Philadelphia schools. Those who read the

Chrislian Recorder will recall the incident. The result will be stated here

only. We had the picture of the African savage taken out of Cornman &
Gerson's "Geography Primer," and that of Paul Lawrence Dunbar put in

its stead as a type of the Black Race. We had the word "Negro" printed

with a capital "N" rather than a small "n" throughout the book, and we
had the entire text concerning the Black Race rewritten. Of the texts

submitted to the authors, one by a public school principal, another by a

Tuskegee Institute professor, and the other by the Editor was received

and is now studied by thousands of pupils of both races.

Recommendations

.

As to the mangagement of the Book Concern and the Christian Recorder:

1. That one man be elected Editor of the Chrislian Recorder and Manager
of the Book Concern, with the privilege of appointing his assistant. Or,

2. As an alternative I recommend that there be elected two men: A
business Manager, who shall have full charge of the business of the Book
Concern, exclusive of the Christian Recorder, and an Editor who shall have

full and exclusive charge of the business and literary side of the Christian

Recorder. In this connection, an adjustment of the subscription list shall

be made between editor and financial secretary as referred to in an early

part of this report.

The Need of a New Site.

The Book Concern is badly in need of a new site. We do not have office

space for the Editor of the Christian Recorder, we do not have sufficient

ofRce space for the Manager of the Book Concern, we have not office

space for the Editor of the A. M.E. Review. We have absolutely no privacy
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anywhere in the Book Concern building so far as offices are concerned.
We have to mail our paper in the front of the office, congesting the entrance.

We have to pack in front of the office. Our bags are often so high that it

is practically impossible to get around them. The space for our retail store

is often taken up with packing boxes and mail bags. We need a new press

and a new linotype, but we do not have a place to put them. I am, there-

fore, suggesting to the Board to recommend to the General Conference,

and have its recommendation put as a part of this report that we purchase

a new site. This new site to be located somewhere nearer the colored popu-

lation than we now are. It should be a building that would be at least

twice as large as the building in which we are now occupied, so that there

might be room for the Business Manager, for the Editor of the Clirislian

Recorder, the Editor of the A. M. E. Review, and for literary work; so that

there might be a private Episcopal office for the bishop of the district, and
also resident bishops and their reception room. At the top of it should

be a hall for meeting on our connectional and local church matters. I am
firmly of the opinion that we can put up a very excellent building which

will be a credit to the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Indeed, I

believe we are in a position now to put up the greatest building which any

publishing house of the race has and I believe that our people will rally

to it if we present the matter in a business-like form.

I believe that a new day has arisen for the Book Concern of the A. M. E.

Church, and if we will just use the best business common sense and continue

he confidence that the people have in us. We ought to have here at the

fountain head of African Methodism, at the home of Richard Allen, not

only our great Mother Bethel, but we ought to have the greatest publish-

ing house that the Negro race has. I believe that from this place there should

go out the inspiration for the literary and spiritual life of our people. We
ought to be in a position to encourage our best essayists and philosophers,

poets and writers that they might be . able to develop the best that is

in them, that the intellectual horizon of our people should be broadened.

The Book Concern ought to be the place where we shall look for the en-

couragement of education among our people. The millions of our people

who leave the school after they have graduated or have been forced to quit

must lead a life of some twenty or fifty years, often of intellectual dullness

because they do not have the proper stimulus. The Book Concern ought

to furnish the books, the papers and the other intellectual matters that wil

continue the education of the people after they have left the school. The

Book Concern has a great deal before it in the education of the great mass

of our ministers. There are nearly a thousand ministers of the Negro race

entering the ministry every year who are unprepared. They are not so

situated that they can go to school, but they can be reached by some sys-

tematic method, and my suggestion is that the Book Concern because it

has to keep in touch with these people through the Christian Recorder and

because it has to sell to them the course of study books, will institute a
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sort of correspondence course, keeping in weekly touch with the thou-

sands of our ministers who need our aid.

My idea of the expansion of the CJirisliun lUcordtr is too well known
for me to take up too much of your time now in talking about it. I be-

lieve in the CJirislian Recorder as I believe in the great African Methodist

Episcopal Church. I believe that it is possible for us to get in the next

four years at least fifty thousand subscribers and in the next ten years

to reach a quarter of a million, if we put the best of brain and consecration

which we have in it. And in order to do that it will be necessary for us to

have more equipment. We have at this time reached the highest possible

out put of the Book Concern, which is ten thousand (10,000) Christian

Recorders. If we had had better presses we would have been able to put

out twenty or twenty-five thousand Chrislian Recorders. Hence there is

before us a very great work for the next four years building up of an equip-

ment that will take care of fifty to a hundred thousand new subscribers to

the Christian Recorder, an increased business such as we should have and
the purchasing of a new site and putting up a great building that will be a

credit to the African Methodist Episcopal Church, to the spirit of Richard

Allen and to our great race.

4. I recommend that the Board of Publication be authorized to enlarge

the present site or to purchase a new one for the Book Concern of the A. M.
E. Church since the present building is too small.

EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF MIS-
SIONS.

To the Bishops, General Officers, Ministers and Laymen of the Twenty-sixth

General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church Assembled,

Greetings.

"Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus

Christ."— Phil. 1:11.

Right Reverend Beloved Fathers and Brethren:

I beg to submit to you my second Quadrennial Report, begisning June

1, 1916, and ending with the fiscal year, March 31, 1920.

The activities of the Missionary World are more and more waging a great-

er warfare against heathenism and idolatry in general, than ever before

recognized in the history of Christianity.

In the church we are engaged in an active missionary effort because

the late World War has opened a door of opportunity for our Church and

for all civilization so far as that is concerned.

Christianity of this age has assumed a great proportion of the world's

enlightenment through the African Methodist Episcopal Church. In

this particular the Missionary activities of the world are the world's awaken-

ing and Christian civilization. They have assumed control to the extent

that they are more engaged now in solving the great problem of Christian
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union. United efforts, financially and otherwise are being made for the

civilization of heathen mankind.
The work of this Department is increasing because of the grave responsi-

bilities which we are assuming.

It is true that we are not accomplishing as much as we desire nor as much
as many others who are likewise engaged in the Master's field; but the

Church is manifesting a more active Christian spirit for the development
of Mission work, both at home and abroad. As the Church grows in re-

ligious fervor and Christian activities, so must our interest grow and spread

to greater achievements.

Our Home Mission Field.

During the past year, we have experienced the great need of our Church
doing more effectual work in the Home Mission Field. Not simply to pro-

vide funds for mission preachers, but to do much needed missionary work
wifhin the Home Field, which we have failed to do. That is, to extend

our mission borders, build mission churches and organize mission stations.

I do not mean by this to pay debts of churches already built, or to carry

forth some great burden created in our cities by our large churches, but to

build and extend the home missionary work, thereby opening the

door for many of our people who are leaving the South and Southwest,

and coming to the North and Northeast. The Missionary Department
cannot do anything more with this Home Work so long as the funds for the

Home Mission Work are withheld from us. Notwithstanding we have tried

to divide our foreign funds with the Home Work, in many respects helped to

take care of our people who have left their Southern homes and come North

among strangers; we think our Home Mission funds would be greatly,

increased if properly spent for the spread of the Home Work. However
your Secretary knows but little about the Home Work from a financial

standpoint, because the funds for such work are not reported to this depart-

ment from the several annual conferences, and they fail to send us a state-

ment of their appropriations.

During the year 1917, the Home Mission Council of all the Missionary

Boards of North America and Canada convened in the City of New York,

wherein all of the Protestant churches gave an account of their Home Mis-

sion Funds, reporting in detail for all funds collected and disbursed in their

Home Field; and when we were asked for our statement, your Secretary

could not furnish the information. We could only approximate what had

been done in the Home Field by the Easter Day money and the Eight Per

Cent Dollar Money that had been sent to this department for the Foreign

Field.

Missions at the Home Base.

With the entrance of the United States into the War, it was expected

that missionary societies would experience a shrinkage in their financial
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and personal resources. The year, as indeed previous years also, has been

marked by increased cost of operation, but the statistical records show no

adverse effects in the columns of contributions and workers. Individual

mission boards report remarkable advances in their receipts.

Increased Giving.

Among the outstanding causes for increased measure of giving are the

following: the stimulus of higher standards of giving for war objects; the

concrete character of the appeals and the obvious needs resulting from

the War situation, such as increased cost of transportation, food, fuel and

building material; the keener interest of the public in foreign missions

because so many of these very people were directly related to the War; the

sense of crisis in the world's history and in unfolding of the Kingdom of

God.

Significant Movements.

More significant than actual achievements is the daring character of move-

ments launched during the year for future realization. It is as if the War
had stirred the imagination and challenged the courage of the Christian

Church. The Methodist Episcopal Church has adopted a program which

aims at $80,000,000 to be secured in connection with its centennial movement
during the next five years for its missionary work at home and abroad.

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, ratified plans for raising $35,000,-

000 for the centenary offering of the Church. The Southern Baptist

Convention is aiming at a $2,500,000 goal, by 1920, for the work of their

benevolent societies. The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian

Church, North, includes the following additions to their current obliga-

tions: $250,000 for India; $100,000 for Guatemala; $100,000 for Syria

and an increase in the regular budget of ten per cent; also $1,000,000 of

annuities and one hundred and twenty-live new missionaries.

With these advanced movements of the Methodist Episcopal and Method-

ist Episcopal, South, Churches and the Southern Baptist Convention, I am
wondering why cannot the A. M. E. Church go and do hkewise.

Our Foreign Field.

Our foreign Mission work, as you doubtless know, embraces Africa

(South and West), Hayti, South America and all of the West Indian Islands.

Every section of our foreign field has very keenly felt the privations and
hardships brought on by the late World War. By such privations we have

greater opportunities opened to us as a Church. But we need religious

and educational preparations on the part of our Missionaries to meet this

demand of Missionary activities or be compelled to close up our work.

None of our foreign Mission field has suffered like the republic of Liberia,

in West Africa, due to the fact that during the late World War all the

steamships going that way carried a black list; that is, they could not go
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or come from there without strict orders to pass that section. For a time,

nothing in the way of groceries and supplies could be sent to this field,

therefore the Missionaries and the workmen suffered. Much was the

suffering until recently.

Santo Domingo and Hayti Mission Field.

In Santo Domingo where Rev. Jacob P. James has been working for twen-
ty years, they have greatly needed Episcopa' supervision and could not get

it.

At last, we have been able to build the St. Paul Church, at Port-au-

Prince, Hayti. Our work at this place was hindered because of our inabili-

ty to build at once. Nevertheless, in the name of God, we have completed
the Church with the exceptions of the roofing and some of the floor work.
The Rev. S. E. C. Lord has done a noble work here in accomplishing great

good to the Connection and we have further extended our work into far-off

Dutch Guiana.

In answer to appeals which were made to our Board last term to buy
property in Dutch Guiana, and set up our Church and School work there,

we have been able to establish permanently a church and school in Paramari-

bo, the capital city. The Rev. D. P. Talbot is master of the situation, and
has guided the affairs well with what financial help we could give him.

Some of our Bishops, within their several Conferences, as well as brethren

have raised funds, voluntarily through their churches, and contributed to

the support of that work.

Our Work in South Africa.

February 20, 1918.

Our work in South Africa, which is practically self-supporting, is abun-

dantly successful. We had no direct information from there except through

Brother Gow, Superintendent of that field. The following letter will give

an idea of the conditions there:

Mission House, 2 Hanover Street,

Cape Town, January 2nd, 1920.

The Voice of Missions.

The Voice of Missions, as an official organ, is quite helpful to us in these

times, and yet, it is not a money-making investment to the Church, because

it costs more to publish it than we can possibly gain as revenue. The
revenue to this Department from the Voice of Missions is about twelve

hundred ($1,200) dollars per annum, and the expense of publishing it is

from eighteen hundred ($1,800) dollars to two thousand ($2,000) per annum,

which is very far from being self-supporting. But its news to the Church,

and the circulating medium of official notices for the Missionary Depart-

ment make it almost indispensable as an official organ. It is my experience

that no official missionary paper pays a revenue in real cash, but its service

otherwise is what counts as an investment in missionary enterprise.
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Our subscriptions would be larger if only our ministry would take interest

in getting the membership of our Church to read its periodicals. We
•should have at least five thousand subscribers to the Voice, but we can scarce-

ly ever receive in cash subscriptions two thousand ($2,000) dollars per

annum.

Our Women's Work.

The women of our Church are as noble and loyal in their missionary

efforts as any class of women upon the face of the globe. And if permitted

to carry on the work committed to their care, undisturbed, the missionary

propaganda of the African Methodist Episcopal Church would be double

in its service, both to our home and foreign fields, but they have been great-

ly burdened with a misunderstanding for the last few years. First, because

the General Conference failed to legislate in their behalf; and second, be-

cause some mischief-maker has got in among the noble women of the South-

land and endeavored to make them believe that this Department is making

exceptions between them and the women of the Northern states. In real

fact, we have no law made by the last General Conference granting any

special privilege to either organization. The law remains the same as it

was prior to my occupancy of this office, and we have endeavored to admin-

ister it as we understood it.

The Missionary Law permits one-half of all missionary money collected

by our women, of whatever society, to be expended in the Home Mission

Field, and the other half in the Foreign Mission Field. In most cases,

our women are advised to turn over at the several conferences, to a com-

mittee, all of the fifty per cent of the Home Mission Fund, and then by
some authority they are advrsed to keep all of the fifty per cent that should

go to the Foreign Mission Field, and disburse it themselves, when the law

has never been so made. We can see no reason why these faithful women
should not keep and disburse the Home Mission Fund (since the Home
field is near at hand), instead of keeping and disbursing the Foreign Mission

funds. Why not permit them to keep and disburse in the fields nearest to

them, in which they could be of greater service with less expense? If they

are to keep and disburse the Foreign Mission funds, they should keep and
disburse the Home Mission funds, for in the common adage, "Fair exchange

is no robbery." Let us all, as missionary managers, strive to be fair in our

dealings toward our noble hearted and serviceable women.

Purchase of Property.

At the last General Conference we recommended that this Department
be allowed to purchase a piece of property for missionary headquarters,

as well as for commercial benefits that would come to our missionary enter-

prise, but that body adjourned without adopting the said recommenda-
tion. Hence, we carried it to the Board of Managers.
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In our meeting of the Board of Managers in 1918, we recommended
or called to the attention of the Board, our plan to purchase a piece of proper-

ty somewhere in the City of New York, as a kind of headquarters, as well

as for commercial benefit to this Department. The Board appointed a

Committee, composed of the President of the Board, the Recording Sec-

retary and the General Secretary of Missions, to purchase a piece of proper-

ty to be owned by this Department, and accordingly your Committee looked

out and purchased a piece of property at 689 Halsey Street, on the East

Side of New York, in the Borough of Brooklyn. This property consists of

a beautiful apartment house, containing six floors or apartments for renting

purposes. The purchase price was $12^500; $3,000 lot paid as a cash pay-

ment, leaving $9,500 balance to be paid in installments. This property

has been in the possession of the Missionary Department since January

1st, 1919, and the monthly income of rents for six families hving in the

house is $107 per month.

You can see by the above that this is a paying investmen
; however,

your Secretary would recommend that your Auditing Committee, or who-

ever you may appoint, take this property matter in hand, and examine the

title and everything pertaining thereto, and make recommendations to this

Board.

When I came to this Department as your Secretary, the bank across the

street, where we had done business from time to time for thirty years or

more would not dare to loan us a penny, because we did not have real estate

holdings in the city. And from time to time, my predecessors had to go

out of the city to negotiate loans to carry on the work of this Department,

because of our lack of real estate. Since I have been your Secretary, we
have incorporated this Department under the laws of the State of New
York; and then the purchase of this piece of property gives us a commercial

standing in the city equal to any organization that I know of here. So

that, at any time we need funds for this Department, your Secretary has

only to walk across to the bank on Broadway and request that so much
money be placed to our account and it is done accordingly.

Our Sacred Dead.

During this Quadrennium many of our missionaries have answered

their summons, and in every case "These have all died in the faith."

Peace be to their Memory! The following faithful members and mis-

sionaries have fallen asleep in death.

Bishop Cornelius T. Shaffer, one of the Bishops of our Church died in

Lansing, Mich., March 27th, 1919. He was Bishop over the Third Epis-

copal District, embracing the states of Ohio, Western Pennsylvania, and

West Virginia. Bishop Shaffer did much for the uplift of the missionary

work of his church and as memorial of his endeavors, stands the Shaffer

Industrial School, Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa, which school was built

while he was Bishop over that district. He was also founder of the great
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Church Extension Society, and he served as President of the Board of Mis-
sions from 1<)04 to 1908.

In the death of Bishop C. T. Shafl'er, the A. M. E. Church has lost a great

preacher, a profound scholar, a systematic business man, and an untiring

advocate of education. Long will his works be remembered.
The Rev. James R. Thomas, missionary in Santo Domingo, died in Dec-

ember, 1918.
•

The Rev. W. T. Bailey of Kingston, Jamaica, died July 20th, 1918.

The Rev. P. A. Luckie of Georgetown, Demerara, died January 20,

of this year, (1920).

Sister A. Bryant, who was a teacher in our Mission Field in West Africa,

died September 27th, 1919.

Mission Students in Our Schools.

We have, during the term, endeavored to educate as much as possible

some of the students for our Missionary Field. This will include the names
of Brothers Isaac Steady and S. B. A. Campbell, of West Africa; Brothers

Thomas A. Kennedy and S. P. Chase, from Demerara, B. W. I., and Miss
Bettie Turner for West Africa.

These students have all graduated from our schools in this country

during the term.

Miss C. Shockley, Miss A. Mason, Miss Lemley and William H. Lewis

are now attending school at Wilberforce, Ohio.

It is highly necessary that missionary students be trained in every way
possible for mission work within the field. They should be thoroughly

trained for missionary work before attempting to leave this country for

the Missionary Field. For many years, it has been our custom to educate

a sufficient number of pupils here in our schools, before sending them to

West Africa as teachers. When they are sent there, they should go with

the object of instructing their fellow students mission lessons established

by the Church.

Recommendations.

I. We recommend that a revision of missionary law, governing Missionary

Societies of the A. M. E. Church be created.

II. That an allowance for widows and orphans of our Missionaries in

foreign fields be established, and that once each quarter the Secretary of

Missions shall pay them the amount estimated by his Board of Managers

approved by the Bishop presiding.

III. When Missionaries die on the foreign field, their funeral expenses

shall be borne by the Board of the Missionary Department to the extent

of $150, when evidence is furnished as to the correctness of their death and

funeral expenses.

IV. We recommend that suitable arrangements be perfected by this

General Conference, now in session, whereby a substantial school be estab-
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lished in West Africa with necessary buildings erected for the training of

our missionary workers there, instead of bringing them to this country for

such preparation.

V. We recommend that our law, as relates to the creation of the Board of

Managers, be so changed as to reduce the number of its membership, so

that the expenses for entertainment or holding such a Board Meeting may
be greatly reduced.

VI. We recommend that with regards to the two women's boards, name-
ly, The Parent Mite Missionary Society and The Women's Home and
Foreign Missionary Society, that one of them will work in the Foreign Mis-

sion Field, and the other will work in the Home Mission Field. Designation

of which Field will be fixed by this General Conference.
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And now, brethren, be faithful in this work for the salvation of the

world.

Yours respectfully submitted,

J. W. RANKIN,
Secretary-Treasurer.

EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL
SECRETARY.

To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-six Session of the General Con-

ferevce of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Greetings:

Through the mercies of God we have rounded out another four years,

which brings us to the close of one of the most remarkable quadrcnniums

in the history of the Church. We have gathered here to take measure

of our status as an organization and to require at the hands of those who
have been charged with special duties, an account of their stewardship.

Four years ago it was my pleasure to submit to the Twenty-fifth General

Conference the report of the business of the Department of Finance of our

Church; and in the process of the deliberations of that body I was commis-

sioned to serve as Financial Secretary for another term of four years, and
it is now my duty and pleasure to submit to you the following report for

the period of time from April 1, 1916 to April 1, 1920.
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A Splendid Showing.

It will be remembered that at the beginning of this quadrennium I asked

the Church to join me in making our Slogan "ONE MILLION DOLLARS
DOLLAR MONEY" for the Quadrennium. It is indeed gratifying to

know that this report shows that we have gone over the Million Dollar

Mark by nearly $60000.

When we take into consideration that this is but the fund of one special

department, and does not include any money raifed in any of the 7000

or more churches for local purposes, or for the payment of salaries of Pastors

and Presiding Elders, it must be regarded as a splendid showing. This

is the more in evidence when we recognize the further fact, that this quad-

rennium the general condition of things has been such as to put to a severe

test the interests and faithfulness of any people. Under these circumstances,

such favorable results bespeak a splendid tribute to the loyalty of those

who support the cause we all love and mutually represent.

For this splendid showing let us be thankful to God and too, to our faithful

band of co-workers, the Bishops, Presiding Elders, Pastors, Members and

friends who have contributed to this efl'ort. With such loyal forces we now
turn our faces to the future and go forward to still greater achievements.

Recapitulation Table, Showing Receipts and Disbursements by
Fiscal Years, March 31, 191G, to March 31, 1920 and Balance

Sheet.

Receipts by Fiscal Years—
Receipts First Fiscal Year, March 31, 1916 to March 31, 1917 . $90175 .48

Receipts Second Fiscal Year, March 31, 1917 to March 81,

Receipts Third Fiscal Year, March 31, 1918 to March 31, 1919 111812 .35

Receipts Fourth Fiscal Year, March 31, 1919 to March 31, 1920 120372 .57

1918 97496 .03

Total Receipts to March 31, 1920

By Credit Balance, brought forward March 31, 1916

$419856 .43

$35459 .15

Making a Grand Total of $455315 .58

Disbursements by Fiscal Years—
March 31, 1916 to March 31, 1930.

Disbursements First Fiscal Year, March 31, 1916 to March 31,

1917 $98175 .96

Disbursements fecond Fiscal Year, March 31, 1917 to March
31, 1918 75144 .99

Disbursements Third Fiscal Year, March 31, 1918 to March 31

1919 79776 .23
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Disbursements Fourth Fiscal Year, March 31, 1919 to March 31

1920 111563 .10

Total Disbursements, March 31, 1916 to March 31

1920

Cash Credit Balance, March 31, 1920

$364660 .28

90655 .30

Making a Grand Total of $455315.58

Note.

Against this credit balance or out of same must be taken over $12000

special sustentation fund, the pay roll for the months of April and May,
together with all necessary expenses for maintaining this General Conference.

It is deemed fitting that reference should here be made to the fact that

during this quadrennium we have been called upon to mourn the loss of

four who were officially connected with the business of this Department,

namely:

Mrs. Isabella Dickerson, widow of the late Bishop Dickerson.

Rev. J. Frank McDonald, Editor of the Western Christian Recorder.

Rev. John T. Jenifer, Historiographer of the A. M. E. Church,

Bishop C. T. Shaffer, of the Third Episcoapl District.

Mrs. Dickerson, died in May 1917 at Columbia, S. C, and was buried

at Woodbury, N. J.

Dr. John T. Jenifer, Church Historian, died on Wednesday March 6,

1919 and proper adjustment of the work of this office has been made in

keeping with recommendations of the Council of Bishops and the order

of the Financial Board.

Bishop Shaffer, died at Lansing, Michigan, March 27, 1919.

In each oi the above cases the Financial Board took official notice and

passed suitable resolutions making them a matter of record.

By action of the General Conference of 1912, there were certain condi-

tional obligation listed against the funds coming into this Department

as appropriations to churches, as follows:

SCHEDULE C.

Necrology.

Appropriations to Churches.

Bethel Church, Baltimore

St. Philips Church, Savannah, Ga
Turner Tabernacle, Macon, Ga_.

$20000 .00

3000 .00

2000 .00

$25000 .00
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During the last quadrennium only partial payments were made as the

condition of the treasury would warrant, but I am happy to report now
that in keeping with the recommendation of the last General Conference

we have paid these claims in full in each and every case.

In connection with this, on the recommendation of the Council of Bishops,

and the orders of the Financial Board, appropriations to churches have
been made, amounting to $19017 .50, as indicated in the following section

of this report. This amount representing a supplement to the 8 per cent.

Dollar Money voted to the Church Extension Department and sent direct

to the Secretary of that Department.

EXHIBIT 17.

Special Appropriations to Churches—1916-20.

Second District—Bethel, Baltimore $11000.00 $11000.00

Sixth District—St. Philips, Savannah, Ga 2100 .00

Fifth District—Grant Memorial, Wichita, Kans 200 .00

Cain Chapel, Kansas City, Mo 100 .00

Sixth District— St. Philip's, Savannah, Ga 2100 .00

Turner Tabernacle, Macon, Ga 1350 .00

A. M. E. Church, Moultrie, Ga 50 .00

A. M. E. Church, North Albany, Ga 75 .00

A. M. E. Church, East Dawson, Ga 75 .00 3650 .00

Seventh District—A. M E Church, Beaufort, S C. $100 .00..

Chappelle Miss., Columbia, S. C. . 50 .00

To Bishop Chappelle (Ch.S.C.) . 125.00 275.00

Eighth District—Bethel Church, Vicksburg, Miss .. $525.00 $525.00

Ninth District— A. M. E. Church, Millington, Tenn . 50 .00

Metropolitan Church, Mobile, Ala.. 950 .00

Tenth District— Metropolitan Church, Austin, Texas 400 .00 1225 .00

A. M. E. Church, Atoka, Tenn ... 25 .00

Bethel Church, Knoxville, Tenn ... 200 .00

Grant Chapel,. San Antonio, Texas 75 .00

Brown Chapel, Houston, Texas 150 .00

St. Paul, Waco, Texas 100 .00

Bethel Ch., San Antonio, Texas ... 50 .00

St. James' Church, Dallas, Texas . . 100 .00 875 .00

Eleventh District—To Bishop Hurst, 11th District . 550.00 550.00

Twelfth District—Church at Frenchman Bayou, Ark 100 .00
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Bethel Church, Argenta, Ark 100 .00

A. M. E. Church, Del, Ark 50 .00 250 .00

Fifteenth District—Ft. Wayne (Ind). A. M. E. Ch 50 .00

Church, Kalamazoo, Mich 250 .00

$19017 .50

Appropriations to Schools.

Another matter to which special consideration was given is that of addi-

tional appropriations to our schools carrying Theological Departments,

and affording instruction for young men preparing for the ministry.

To this item we have applied $26733 .33, distributed as shown in the

following section of this report. This was as a supplem.ent to the general

fund of 8 per cent of the Dollar Money reported to and distributed by the

Secretary of Education as shown in his report.

EXHIBIT 19.

Special Appropriations to Schools-—-1916-20.

Schools

—

Wilberforce University $2000 .00

Payne Theological Seminary 2000 .00

Kit trell College 2000.00

Western University 2000 .00

Morris Brown University 2000.00

Allen University 2000.00

Campbell College (Cash, $1400, on Note, $600) 2000 .00

Payne University 2000 .00

Turner N. and I. Institute 1400 .00

Paul Quinn College 2000 ,00

Edward Waters College 2000 .00

Shorter College 2000.00

Special to South Africa 3333 .33

$26783 .00

Looking Forward.

In the forgoing schedules and exhibits, I have tried to give an account

of the various phases of the business related to the General Fund, commonly

known as the "Dollar Money Fund"; with special classification of that

portion of said fund paid to the Financial Secretary and disbursed by him

as per vouchers passed upon by your auditing Committee and Board of

Control of the Department of Finance.

Having been privileged to serve in this capacity for the period of eight

years, I am not satisfied to close this report without a word as to the future.
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The Secretary-Treasurer of any great organization should not only be

able to give a comprehensive statement of the money handled by him, but

should also be able to work out and submit to such organization, certain

definite plans of propositions to be incorporated in its financial system.

The Secretary of Finance of the great A. M. E. Church should be no excep-

tion to this rule. With this spirit, I have made a careful study of that

part of our law under the head of Temporal Economy, as found in our Book

of Discipline Part X., Chapters One and Two. These relate to the establish-

ing of a General Church Treasury and the management of the same with

Special direction as to its resources, how collected and how the same is to

be distributed. While the successful maintenance of a great system like

ours, with one central headquarters, depends on united effort on the part

of Bishops, General Officers, Presiding Elders, Pastors and People, the

burden of this responsibility, rests principally on the Pastors. They stand

I as the agents of the Church organization in direct service and close relation-

I ship with the people to whom they are sent, by the direction of the Bishops

! under the immediate supervision of the Presiding Elders. These church

officials represent a class than whom there are none more .
deserving and

faithful. On the other hand, there is no class of public servants more poorly

paid according to the real value of the service rendered. Their service

cannot be regulated by any hard and fast rule as to the number of hours

for the day, or the days to a week or month. They must work day and

night, and too, all day, every day with Sunday thrown in for good measure.

They must keep up and at it till they actually wear themselves out

—

and there is no creature more deserving of our care, of comfort and atten-

I tion, than the minister of the gospel, who has worn himself out in serving

others and rises among his brethren, with trembling form and husky voice,

to ask that he be placed on the superannuated list as a retired servant. The
faithfulness of these men ought to be rewarded by ample provision for them
and their families; and we should not delay making this ample provision,

till, they approach the end of their day and service. Better provision

should be made for those entering the ministry from the very beginning.

Especially so in a Methodist Church, where the candidate comes as it were

empty handed, and truly lays himself, his wife, his children and all thjit is

. dearest in the ties of home life, on the altar where and when he takes his

sacred vows. When one thus divests himself of all selfishness and joins this

host pledging allegiance to our cause, let us do our duty and give him proper

provision and protection against want and suffering. This can only be

done by an increase in the salary schedule of all of our church servants

from the Missionary itinerant preacher to the Bishop. Under present

living conditions, it is almost impossible for our church officials to properly

meet the present day demands without an increase of salary.

While there are many of our pastors whose congregations take care of

and do well by them, paying them even more than the salary of a Bishop,

the great majority are too poorly paid and this General Conference should
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start at the bottom and raise the standard by writing into our law

a larger amount as the minimum salary for Pastors and Presiding Elders,

which I believe the people will gladly receive and cheerfully support.

Our General Officers.

The support for this class of our church officials is provided for out of

the General Fund. Here too, the provision is seriously inadequate; and
considering all things, I think it safe to say, they are among the most poorly

paid public servants. Their salary has not been changed in at least thirty

years. In this time, the cost of living and obligation which they must
meet, have advanced in some cases over two hundred per cent or more than

doubled, while their ability to meet the same has not been changed. Thirty

years ago the report of the Financial Secretary showed a total for the quad-

rennium of One Hundred Ninety-nine Thousand Five Hundred Fourteen

Dollars and Eleven cents (?199514 .11). Today the report which I am
submitting as Financial Secretary shows a total for the quadrennium of

of $1,053,679.01, an increase of $854164.90, or nearly six times as much
added to our resources, while no increase has been made to the salary of

this class of servants.

In this class, I would include for like cojisiderations, our College Presidents

and Deans, and too our teachers: none of whom are sufficiently paid. We
cheapen the standard of our institutions by attempting to run them on the

scale of low salaries. Pardon the personal reference, but I feel that it will

help to qualify this statement as expert testimony when I tell you that

I entered the work as a public church servant thirty-four years ago, serving

as Business Manager and teacher in one of our Colleges for three years.

President of the same College fOr seven years, Commissioner of Education

for the Connection for sixteen years; and now as Financial Secretary for

eight years; thirty four years of unbroken service without asking for a

vacation. Certainly this experience and this opportunity to know at first

hand something of the struggles, the duties, the obligations faced, quahfies

me to speak; and I believe, makes it my sacred duty to stand here today

and plead for better provision for my co-workers. They all deserve it,

and I am not too modest to say that it is generally admitted that there are

but few positions in connection with large organizations, and certainly none

among Negroes, covering such a broad field, with such duties and great

responsibilities as that of the Financial Secretary of the great A. M. E.

Church. Let us keep it in this important class, see to it that the man in

.
charge of this office measures up to the requirements and then pay him

in keeping with such duties and responsibilities. To be more specific, I

submit that our College Presidents should be paid at least $2000 a year

and our General Ofl^icers at Iqast $2500. Select men who are worth this

and see to it that they work the field and earn it.
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Our Bishops.

But there is another class of our public servants of whom I beg to speak.

Possibly I should apologize for attempting to invade this field, for I have
never been a Bishop and never expect to be one, but I have been privileged

to enjoy with these, very cordial and about as close a relationship as a

Layman can.

The same argument with reference to the status of our Bishops and the

salary allowance will hold good except in one point—there has been an
increase within thirty years but even now it is not what it should be.

It is a long way from admission of an itinerant preacher into an Annual
Conference, to that of the Bishop presiding over that Conference.

While it appears to be, and is a position of great honor, prestige, trust

and responsibility, ere the goal is reached, one passes over many rough

and rugged roads of toil, of suffering and sacrifices and even when reached

it is by no means a sinecure or a flowery bed of ease.

The Church requires of these its highest public servants, their constant,

consecrated service and should not be narrow in making remuneration for

the same.

Our Bishops should be paid at least $3500 annually.

From the report which I have submitted in the preceding pages, it is

clearly shown that we are now in a position to raise the scale of salaries all

the way from the missionary preacher to the Bishop and I believe we will

here and now rise to the height of the occasion and do it. So much for this

class of our active workers.

Superannuates, Widows and Orphans.

All of us are agreed on the point, that we should make better provision

for this class of our dependants. The only question now, is as to the best

method for doing this. Without prejudice toward any other plan or proposi-

tion that has been, or that may be offered, and after careful study of the

subject with first hand knowledge of the available resources, I have worked

out the following plan which I herewith submit as one that is feasible, prac-

ticable and which can be administered with ease universally alike throughout

the connection.

Pension System for Superannuates, Widows and Orphans of

Deceased Ministers—Outline of Proposed Plan.

Create a Pension Fund with the following resources:

Instead of the 40 per cent of the 36 per cent for superannuates, which

is equal to 14 per cent of the entire Dollar Money and 25 per cent of the

36 per cent for Widows aiid Orphans, which is 9 per cent of the entire Dollar

Money, or 23 per cent of the whole now appropriated for both, let the law

provide as follows:

A—Set aside twenty per cent of all Dollar Money for the Pension Fund.
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B—Supplement this Pension Fund by the Annual Assessment as follows:

All charges with members—800 and more, at least $10 .00

All Charges with members—600 to 800, at least 8 .00

All Charges with members—400 to 600, at least : 6 .00

All Charges with members—200 to 400, at least 4 .00

All Charges with members—100 to 200, at leasts . 2 .00

All Charges with members—1 to 100, at least 1 .00

This to be reported by pastor at Annual Conference.

C—Supplement this Pension Fund by personal contributions.

How the Pension Fund is to be Disbursed.

Superannuates who have served:

One year, not over 15, at

15 years, not over 20, at

20 years not over 25, at

25 years, not over 30, at

30 years or more

Widows

First year of widowhood, at

Second year of widowhood, at

Third year of widowhood, at

Fourth year of widowhood, at

Fifth year of widowhood, at

Orphans.

Under 14 years of age, $25 a year each. Each to receive checks from

the Financial Department as other claimants.

Let quarterly payments be made from this Pension Fund by the Secretary

of Finance as above indicated.

This will guarantee a stipulated amount to be paid at regular intervals

and applied alike throughout the connection, subject to increase as the

General Fund will warrant.

With the Card Index System now being established in the Financial

Department, each minister and pensioner can be catalogued and traced

for any period of time.

All of these Figures are Subject to Revision.

In the suggestion that this Pension System can be operated in connection

with the Financial Department, I beg to submit that my only reason for so

doing is, that I know what is possible to be done there and I am leaving

out of the consideration all sentiment and viewing it strictly on a business

basis. The success of the plan is assured when every pastor or preacher

recognizes that it is vital to his protection against want and suffering at

that period when protection is most needed.

Quarter Year.

$40 .00 $160 .00

45 .00 180 .00

50 .00 200 .00

55 .00 220 .00

65 .00 260 .00

Quarter Year.

$15.00 $60.00

16 .00 64 .00

18 .00 72 .00

20 .00 80 .00

25 .00 100 .00
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Already a large majority of the delegates have expressed their approval

of this, and if you have not changed your minds let us write it into law.

Other Recommendations.

There are a few things to which I wish to call your attention by way of

suggestions for the work of the Financial Department and I therefore submit

the following additional recommendations:

General Financial Statistics.

Aside from the work of tabulating the reports of the Dollar Money raised,

and accounting for that part handled at this office, I believe there is still

another very important matter of business that should be handled here.

By virtue of the unique character of the Financial Department it should

be a medium through which the Church and the public can be informed

as to all of the funds raised throughout the Church.

We are not doing ourselves justice in the reports going out from this

this department, since we give figures of the Dollar Money only.

We owe it to ourselves to keep and publish statements of all the money
we raise and handle as reported at our several annual conferences, and I

think such record should be kept at the Financial Department. We should

keep a file of minutes of all the conferences and from these make a report

of the same as to our general finances. This I am attempting to do.

No. 1—Uniform Reports.

In order to do this, however, it will be necessary for us to adopt one uni-

form system of tabulating our reports. This can be easily done by having

our Publishing Departments make one uniform blank, copies of which to be

furnished for the use in each and evety annual conference, and from which

the statistical tables of all the conference minutes must be made. I so

recommended to the bishops and they approved of same.

No. 2—Depository for All Reports, etc.

That the Financial Department be made a depository for a copy of every

annual conference minute to be filed in regular order, and too, that a copy

of each and every publication of any literary or historical nature pertain-

ing to our church be filed and catalogued at and by the Financial Depart-

ment.

No. 3—^Chauge of Charter.

Since the securing of the Charter by which the Financial Department
was incorporated there have been several changes in our law governing said

department, and yet no corresponding amendments have been made as to

our acts of incorporation, I recommend that the Financial Board or the

Financial Secretary be authorized to see that such changes are made as are

necessary for conformity.
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Conclusion.

In closing this report, I beg to again express my thanks for an apprecia-

tion of the splendid support given by the Bishops, General Officers, Presiding

Elders, Pastors, members and friends who have so loyally supported our
cause, and made it possible for me to be able to present the facts and figures

herein set forth.

I have found real pleasure and profit in this service, and have tried in my
humble way to advance all the interests of our common cause.

All that was desired has not been accomplished, but I stand ready and
willing to reconsecrate myself to the work, and with faith and courage go
forward, inspired by the feeling that there is More Beyond and BETTER
THINGS FURTHER ON.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN R. HAWKINS, Financial Secretary.

EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
OF EDUCATION.

Bishops, General Officers and Members of the General Conference now in Ses-

sion:

Permitted by your suffrage, I come to submit to you my Second Quad-
rennial report as Commissioner of Education of the great A. M. E. Church.

I think, I need not here, dwell at length upon the vast importance of

education. The voice of the commonwealth; the attitude of philanthropy;

the proclamation of the public in all lands, have emphasized it beyond the

ordinary reach of words.

Very recently Mr. Rockefeller gave a hundred million to be applied

generally to American education.

Mr. Carnegie, in his last will and testament, left large sums to certain

institutions of learning.

Just the other day, Mr. Fricke gave to Princeton Fifteen Million. These

are some of the larger donations made to the sacred cause of Education.

Denominations catching the inspiration have made drives for education

funds—such as would stagger the imagination of men, who lived less than a

generation ago.

No topic is so all absorbing, no subject so persistent and commanding.

The world comes finally to know that, in peace and progress education is

first and fundamental.

Men of rare abilities are devoting their lives as never before to work.

By unanimous consent the world agrees that its safety and perpetuity can

be guaranteed only through general and wide-spread education. The big

idea contemplated in the "Inter-Church-World Movement" makes it plain

that we are quitting the day of small things.

The age on whose threshold we are now standing, and into whose unfold-

ing scenes we look, will charm us with the beauty as it will also awe us with
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the grandeur of its mighty transactions. The Negro youth faces this sunrise

of a newer, better and fuller day, a day of sharpest competition, a day when

the Frank and the Teuton, the Jap and the Jew shall meet in the Forum
and prejudice of race shall lose itself in the glory of race acliievements.

We must educate our race for whatever else we do, if this one thing we do

not—we are lost! I mention with pride the educational activities of the

A. M. E. Church during the four year term now coming so grandly to a

close. In every educational district the wonderful thing has taken place.

The emancipation of Wilberforce, by the joint action of Bishops Jones and

Smith—Tyler and Coppin.

The great work of Bishops Chappelle and Flipper at Allen and Morris

Brown. The unparalleled success of Bishops Heard, Jones and Hurst at

Campbell, Lampton, Paul Quinn and Edward Waters. The remarkable

achievements of Bishops Parks and Lee, at Western University and Payne
and Turner. The startling accomplishments of Bishops Conner and John-

son at Shorter, Kittrell relate an interesting story of education, full of love

and devotion.

The Deans of our Theological Departments and the members of our

faculties have united to make this the greatest four years for education

ever witnessed in the history of our church. May we hope that from the

great concern and generosity of this General Conference, a larger program

for education may be made/
Now thanking you for the confidence and cooperation in the past and

soliciting your favor and consideration for the future, I turn to other ele-

ments entering into the composition of this report.

Schedule "A," History of Colleges.

Schedule "B," Receipts and Expenses.

Schedule "C," Eight per cent Dollar Money by Conferences.

Schedule "D," Recapitulation.

Schedule "E," Annual and quadrennial reports as submitted by Colleges.

Schedule "F," Cuts of Schools and Buildings.

Schedule "G," Recommendations.

This amount was collected from the various districts as follows:

First District $ 5609.86

i
Second District 4870.43

Third District 3529 .67

Fourth District . . : . 5743 .22

I

Fifth District 5953.52

.Sixth District 11395.89

Seventh District 7524 .55

I Eighth District 7197.85

Ninth District 7385.89

Tenth District 3543.85

Eleventh District 6028 .58
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Twelfth District 5147 .66

Fifteenth District 893.72

Total $ 74824.69
Balance brought forward from 1915 25 .65

Total to be accounted for $ 74850 .34

Disbursements—
Total Disbutsehients 70491.68

Balance on hand $ 4358 .66

Financial Statement—1916 to April 1, 1920.

Collections for 1916 S 14694 .90

Collections for 1917 18502 .08

Collections for 1918 17361 .78

Collections for 1919 24265 .93

Total Collections for period $ 74824 .69

WILBERFORCE UNIVERSITY. WILBERFORCE, GREEN CO., OHIO.
Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916 1917

Classical ! 31 60

Scientific 64 48

Normal 300 91

Theological 32 21

Industrial 37 - 49

Academy 107 165

Total 571 434

Length of term (months) 3 3

Graduates 150 134

No. of teachers 40 37

Monthly Pay-roll $ 1385 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 12000

Value of buildings and grounds $150, 000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 4000 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 6500 .00

Number of buildings 13

Character of buildings Brick

System of heating Steam and hot water

System of lighting Electric and gas
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System of Sewerage Disposal plant

Number of bath tubs . 15

Shower baths used almost exclusively.

Financial.

Collections— 1916 1917

Tuition ..$ 8618.07

Donations 1595.00

Special Rally 1554.66

Educational Rally..- 6203.29

Total $ 17971 .02

Other Moreys $ 10328.58

Grand Total $ 28299.60

MORRIS BROWN UNIVERSITY, ATLANTA, GA.

Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916 1917

Classical 22

Scientific 3

Normal and Prep 221

Theological 33

Industrial 208

English 217

Total 796

Length of term (Months) 8

Graduates 54

No. of teachers 30

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library .. 6000

Value of grounds and buildings $250000.00

Value of Physical and chemical laboratory 500 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 9000 .00

Number of buildings 4

Character of buildings .-..2 Brick-l Frame
System of heating Steam
System of lighting Electric

System of Sewerage Sanitary

Number of bath tubs 7

Financial.

Collections— 1916 1917

Tuition ^ $2969.15

Donations 1000.00

Special rally
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Educational rally

.

Total..

Other moneys

.

Grand total

.

Numerical.

Enrollment

—

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19

College . 22 20 28

Teacher Training (Normal) .. 11 19 19

Preparatory (Academic) 208 261 279

Grammar School _ . 217 241 240

Primary .

Theological . . . 33 32 33

Industrial _ . 144 136 164

Music. 55 53 73

Total 690 842 836

Length of session (months) _

.

8 8
t

Graduates . 51 67 79

No. of teachers . . _ . 28 23 23

No. of draftees for war . . 50

1919-20

36

21

337

280

38

225

81

1018

21

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 6000

Value of buildings and grounds $100000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 900 .00

Value of Furniture and Equipments 10000 .00

Number of buildings 3

Character of buildings Brick and frame

System of heating Steam

System of lighting Electricity

Collections

—

Total receipts..

Financial.

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 191-20

$27328 .86 $34604 .17 $42134 .59 $57271 .51

PAYNE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, WILBERFORCE, OHIO.
NumericaL

Enrollment— 1916-1917

Male Female

Classical.! ^

Scientific
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Normal
Theological

In course 30 1

Preparatory 9 2

Total 39 3

Length of session (months) . . 9 9 9 9

Graduates 13 9 9 6

No. of teachers 4 4 4 4

No. of draftees for war 2 •

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 3000

Value of buildings and grounds $15000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory

Value of furniture and equipments 1000 .00

Number of buildings 2

Character of buildings Brick and Frame
System of heating Hotwater and steam

System of lighting Gas

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition and room rent $663 .55 $620 .70 $596 .50** $439 .50

Donations—Legacies 3500 .00 300 .00

Special rally, Centennial fund

(4th Dis.) 605.22

Educational rally

Borrowed 1500.00 2100.00

Other moneys 6673 .65 7257 .68 8063 .43 8209 .74

Grand total $8837.20 $9978.38 $12159.93 $9509.46

Remarks.

*These amounts included some funds received for the College and some

for scholarships for students but were simply handled by the Seminary and

entered into our receipts and disbursements.

**Does not include last term which will be payable April 1.

ALLEN UNIVERSITY, COLUMBIA, S. C.

Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

College 47 34 21 22

Teacher Training (Normal)

Preparatory (Academic) 244 251 239 3
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Grammar School .

.

Primary
288 258 203 415

Theological 14 26 13 11

Industrial. . 21 42 36 34

Music. . 42 41 32

Total 614 653 553 824

Length of session (months) .

.

8 8 8 8

Graduates __ _ . 82 63

No. of teachers . 16 17 18 22

No. of draftees for war .. 105

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 207

Value of buildings and grounds $175000.00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 1000 .00

Value of furniture and equipments

Number buildings 5

Character of buildings Brick and wooden.

System of heating Steam

System of lighting Electric

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition $3252.20 $3045.00 $2909.25

Donations 1500.00

Special rally

Educational rally

(a) Board 5741.30 8491.03 9833.90

(b) Rent 1152.26 1269.65 1203.50

PAUL OUINN COLLEGE, WACO, TEXAS.

NumericaL

Enrollment— 1912-13 1913-14

Classical 9 4

Scientific 1 4

Normal 18

College Prep 32 19

Theological 10

Industrial 5 22

English 62 73

Total 119 140
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Length of term (weeki) 36

Graduates.- - -- 3 6

No. of teachers 7 7

Monthly Pay-roll _ - $815 .33

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library $57000 .00

Value of buildings and grounds 64000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 250.00

Value of furniture and equipments 11435 .79

Number of buildings 11

Character of buildings 2 brick and 9 wood
System of heating Stoves and steam.

System of lighting Electric

System of Sewerage One building

Number of bath tubs 3

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17

Tuition $10070.54

Donations

Special rally 1317.20

Educational rally 4982 .21

Total $16369.95

Other moneys 4410 .71

Grand t0pa.l $20780 .66

Remarks.

We need more buildings, more sanitary sewerage, more books for the

library, more laboratory equipments, and endowment fund, more teachers.

Standard of instructions has been raised and the outlook is bright.

PAUL QUINN COLLEGE, WACO, TEXAS.

NumericaL
Enrollment

—

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919—20
College 15 16 12 18

Teacher Training (Normal).. 19 28 16 13

Preparatory (Academic) 60 52 82 90

Grammar School 128 116 101 104

Primary . .. 10 1

Theological 9 10 7 5

Industrial . . 20 14 11 17
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Music .

.

2 9 1 1

Total 263 246 230 248
Length of session (months) 9 9 8 3-4 9

Graduates

.

9 10 14 15
No. of teachers 14 14 13 11

No. of draftees for war 15 5

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library. 3000
Value of buildings and grounds $105000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 750 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 10000 .00

Number of buildings 11

Character of buildings Brick and Frame
System of heating Steam and stoves

System of lighting Electric

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition $9227 .46 $13847 .53 $15375 .60 $11944 .85

Donations

Special rally

Educational rally 6469.51 20412.00 22926.09 28341.92

Total $15696.97 $34259.53 $38301.69 $40286.77

Other Moneys 1037.00 1563.55 1765.38 1925.00

Grand total $16733.97 $35823.08 $40067.07 $42211.77

Remarks.

Students in other Departments taking Music: 1916-17, 50; 1917-18, 50;

1918-19, 51; 1919-20, 85.

This report ended for the Quadrennium January 31, 1920. Total collec-

tions for the Quadrennium, $134835 .89. This includes a Building Fund

of $35000 .00.

EDWARD WATERS COLLEGE, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

NumericaL
Enrollment— 1916-1917

Ma'e Female

Classical 1

Scientific

Normal 4 43

College Prep. - 36 10
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Theological 21

Industrial 8 90

English... 80 163

Total 149 306

Length of term

Graduates 7 17

No. of teachers 11 10

Monthly Pay-roll $798 .33

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 376

Value of buildings and grounds $250000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory

Value of furniture and equipments $7000 .00

Number buildings 3

Character of buildings , Good
System of heating Steam
System of lighting • Electric

System of sewerage None
Number of bath tubs 2

Financial.

Collections— 1916-1917

Tuition $1799.70

Board 3589.39

Educational Rally 5389 .09

EDWARD WATERS COLLEGE, JACKSONVILLE, FL\.

NumericaL

Enrollment

—

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 19-Jan.l

College 1 79

Teacher Training (Normal). 47 45 58 87

Preparatory (Academic) 47 47 30 47

Grammer School .. . 203 297 323 401

Primary . . 51 66 124 98

Theological .. 27 34 33 31

Industrial. . 52 35 41 33

Music . . 45 19 44 57

Total 473 543 653 757

Length of Session (Months) . 8 8 8 8

Graduates 24 15 6

No. of teachers 19 19 21 24

No. of draftees for war and volunteers 45 45
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Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 2000
Value of buildings and grounds $150000 .00

Value of Physical and chemical laboratory 450 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 10450 .00

Number of buildings 45

Character of buildings Good
System of heating _ Steam
System of lighting Electric

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 19-Jan. 1

Tuition $1799.70 $1532.54 $1854.50 $1481.20

Other Moneys-Board.. 3598.39 4403.57 5526.90 3304.34

Remarks.

Am also including Commercial students.

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919

5 19 31 25

KITTRELL COLLEGE, KITTRELL, N. C.

Numerical.
Enrollment— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

College 3 3 4 4

Teacher Training (Normal)

Preparatory (Academic) 65 52 53 103

Grammar School 7.3 48 56 114

Primary 35 3 94 132

Theological 3 1 5

Industrial --

Music 20 30 46 53

Remarks.
Am also including Commercial students.

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919

5 19 31 25

KITTRELL COLLEGE, KITTRELL, N. C.

Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919

College 3 3 4 4

Teacher Training (Normal)--

Preparatory (Academic) 65 52 53 103

Grammar School 73 48 56 114

Primary 35 3 94 132

Theological - -- 3 1 5
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Music 20 30 46 53

Total 196 154 234 411

Length of session (Months).. 8 8 8 8

Graduates 15 11 5 13

No. of Teachers 10 13 13 14

No. of draftees for war 15

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 475

Value of buildings and grounds $150000.00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 150

Value of furniture and equipments $10000 .00

Number buildings 8

Character of buildings Frame and brick

System of heating Steam
System of lighting Lamps

WILBERFORCE UNIVERSITY, NEAR XENIA, OHIO.

Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

College 202 280 435 200

Teacher Training (Normal)

Preparatory (Academic) 157 265

Grammar School

Primary

Theological 32 27 35 43

Industrial 337 375 915 442

Music

Total

Length of session (weeks)

Graduates

No. of teachers

No. of draftees for war

571 682 1542 950

38 38 38 38

33 36 40 43

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 12000

Value of buildings and grounds $150294 .27

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 10500 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 9500 .00

Number of buildings 4

Character od buildings Brick

System of heating Furnace

System of lighting _ .Electric-gas
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Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919—20
Tuition. . _ $8618 .07 $10178 .26 $11362 .11 $18702 .94

Donations 1595.00 3202.00 977.00 995.00

Special rally 2891.66 4223.57 6636.57 42000.00

Educational rally 4866.29 5558.52 6875.65 7200.00

Total $17971.02 5)23162.35 $25851.33 $68597.94

Othermoneys 10328.58 10643.04 26793.85 20820.00

Grand total $28299.60 $33805.39 $52643.18 $92417.94

Remarks.

The facts given above alude only to the University proper, except in the

matter of students. A note-worthy feature of this school year is the great

financial effort of Bishop Jones, and its sequel, the paying off of the debt

entirely of the university. Wilberforce is today free of debt and in-

cumbrance.

No. of teachers 6 29

Monthly Pay-roll $500 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 3000

Value of buildings and grounds $175000.00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory . 1200 .00

Value of furniture and equipments .

Number buildings 6

Character of buildings Brick Stone

System of heating Steam

System of lighting Electricity

System of sewerage Our own system

Number of bath tubs 30

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17

Tuition $1300'.00

WESTERN UNIVERSITY, QUINDARO, KANS.

Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

College J 10

Teacher Training (Normal) 345

Preparatory (Academic) 138 159 155

Grammar School 42 25

Primary - 46 52 §6 70
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Theological 12 32 12 15

Industrial.. 185 96 200 221

Music 106 80 76 204

Music 29 ..

Total 2291 243

Length of session (weeks) ... 36 33

Graduates 35 16

No. of teachers 21 22

No. of draftees for war

Grounds and Improvements

Number of volumes in library

Value of buildings and grounds .

Value of physical and chemical laboratory

Value of furniture and equipments

Number buildings

Character of buildings

System of heating

System of Hghting

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition $2826.48 $2462.98 $3473.98 $4272.37

Educational Rally 37005.11

Other moneys 10746.12 11475.24 41076.39 12887.37

Grand total $43322.60 $50613.22 $87225 .37$105662 .85

620 425

36 36

86

24 26

50

1800

$190000 .00

5000 .00

. 50000 .00

8

Brick

Steam
-Electricity

SHORTER COLLEGE, NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARK

.

NumericaL

Enrollment— 1916-1917

Classical 10

Scientific 19

Normal 68

Theological 24

High School.. - 52

Industrial 70

English 225

Counted twice 33

Actual total enrollment 435

Length of term (months) 8
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Graduates 10

No. of teachers 10

Monthly Pay-roll $650 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 850

Value of buildings and grounds $60000.00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 350 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 4800.00

Number buildings 2

Character of buildings Brick and frame

System of heating Stoves

System of lighting Electricity

System of sewerage City connections

Number of bath tubs 2

Financial.

Collections— 1916-1917

Tuition $3480 .00

Donations 2215.00

Special rally 5000 .00

Educational rally (May) 20000 .00

Total $30695.00

Other moneys (board, etc.) 13155 .00

Grand total $43850.00

Remarks.

This report is for year ending May 15, 1917.

SHORTER COLLEGE, NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
Numerical.

Enrollment

—

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

College . 29 30 18 29

Teacher Training (Normal).. 68 118 89 76

Preparatory (Academic). 52 70 81 77

Grammar School 225 264 224 333

Primary . . 8 6 15 22

Theological _ . 24 32 32 1

Industrial _ _ 70 98 136 47

Music . . . . 75 63 44 87

Total . 551 681 639 949
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Length of session fmonths) 8 8 8

Graduates 11 13 31

No. of teachers 22 25 29

No. of draftees for war 25 39

8

57

31

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 1375

Value of buildings and grounds $150000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 550 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 10000 .00

Number buildings 7

Character of buildings 3 bricks and frame.

System of heating Steam, gas, and stove.

System of lighting. .Electric.

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition and board $12159.83 $14078.18 $18915.31 $19810.75

Special rally 7872.00 5736.00 4756.00 5365.00

Educational rally 18676.00 17000.00 36211.00

Total $20031.83 $38490.18 $40671.31 $61386.00

Other moneys, Ed. Dept 1309 .88 1309 .88 1309 .88 1309 .88

Grand total $21341.71 $39800.06 $41981.19 $62695.80

CAMPBELL COLLEGE, JACKSON, MISS.
Numerical

.

1916-1917

Enrollment— Male Female

Classical 1 1

Scientific

Normal 32 48

Theological 18

Industrial 12

English 70 88

Total 121 149

Length of term (months) 8 8

Graduates

No. of teachers 6 9

Monthly Pay-roll $525 .00
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Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 300

Value of buildings and grounds

Value of physical and chemical laboratory .

Value of furniture and equipments

Number buildings 2

Character of Buildings Brick Halls

System of heating Steam
System of lighting Electric

System of sewerage Surface closets

Number of bath tubs 2

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17

Tuition $800 .00

Donations 1000 .00

Special rally 8496 .40

Grand total " $10296 .40

TURNER COLLEGE, SHELBYVILLE, TENN.
Numerical

.

Enrollment— 1916-17

Classical Business 12

Scientific 25

Normal 4

Special 15

Theological 1

Industrial 24

English 80

Total 161

Length of term ('months) 9

Graduates 110

No. of teachers 9

Monthly Pay-roll $800 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 200 books, 20 volumes

Value of buildings and grounds $35000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 200 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 8000 .00

Number buildings 3

Character of buildings Dormitory and cottage
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System of heating American

System of lighting .Electric lights

System of sewerage -

Number of bath tubs 15

Financial

.

Collections— 1916-17

Tuition $965 .00

Donations

Special rally $2500 .00

Grand total $3465 .00

TURNER COLLEGE, SHELBYVILLE, TENN.
Numerical.

Enrollment 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

College 106 108 ' 115 120

Teacher Training (Normal) __ ,

Preparatory (Academic) 18 20

Primary 20 30

Music 1 15 20

Total

Length of session (months) 8 8 9 9

No. of teachers 8 8 10 11

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 150

Value of buildings and grounds . $100000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 20 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 1500 .00

Number of buildings 2

Character of buildings Brick

System of heating Stoves

System of lighting Electric

FinanciaL

Collections— 1916-17 1917—18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition $1500.00 $1300.00 $1200.00 $1400.00

Special rally 2200.00 2300.00

PAYNE COLLEGE, CUTHBERT, GA.

Numerical.
Enrollment— 1916-17

Classical 3
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Scientific

Normal 18

Theological

Industrial

English 184

Total 205

Length of term (months) 8

Graduates 2

No. of teachers
.

5

Monthly Pay-roll $175 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 150

Value of buildings and grounds $1700 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 500 .00

Number buildings 4

Character of buildings , 3 frame, 1 two-story brick

System of heating Coal stoves

System of lighting Brick building by electricity

System of sewerage Surface

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17

Tuition $500 .00

Donations 50 .00

Educational rally 25 .00

Total -. $575.00

Remarks.

The boarding department is operated by the president by the use of

several rented houses near the school property. Other students are put

out in private families. Ten acres of land have been recently purchased

by the trustee board with the view of enlarging plant and building dor-

mitories. This is a pressing need.

PAYNE COLLEGE, CUTHBERT, GA.

Numerical.

Enrollment— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 .1919-20

College

Teacher Training (Normal).. 17 15 17 23

Preparatory (Academic) 10 8 10 11

Grammar school 150 150 137 102
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Primary 60 90 90 127

23

Music '. 12 15 16 14

Total 249 278 270 334

No. of teachers 5 6 6 6

No. of draftees for war. 5

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 300

Value of buildings and grounds $10000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory None
Value of furniture and equipments 33

Number buildings 3

Character of buildings One two-story brick, two cottages

System of heating Stoves—one in each room

System of lighting Main building by electricity

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20

Tuition $400.00 $500.00 $600.00 $700.00

Special rally 50.00 25.00 50.00 50.00

Total . $450.00 $525.00 $650.00 $750.00

Remarks.

This school is operated under the Morris Brown University System of th e

A. M. E. Church in Georgia. The trustee board paid for and has the title

to ten flO) acres of land and within the city limits—a better location than

the one now occupied—with view of building on same. There are fifty-five

(55) out-of-town students who are placed in private homes.

LAMPTON LITERARY AND INDUSTRIAL COLLEGE,
ALEXANDRIA, LA.

Numerical.
Enrollment— 1916 1917

Classical

Scientific

Normal 28 30
Theological 10 14

Industrial 30 48
English 86 94

Total 154 191

Length of term (months) 8 8
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Graduates 3

No. of teachers 4

Monthly Pay-roll $425 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library ^ 600

Value of buildings and grounds $13000 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 1500.00

Number buildings 3

Character of buildings Two dormitories and laundry

System of heating Stoves

System of lighting Lamps
Number of bath tubs 20

Financial.

Collections— 1916 1917

Tuition and board $2320.00 $2560.00

Donations 517.00 800.00

Special rally 1425 .00 1460 .00

Educational rally 1000.00 1110.00

Total $5262.00 $5930.00

Remarks.

Our school is taking on new life. We have a letter on file in our office

giving us State recognition. Our Faculty is composed of graduates from

the best colleges in the South.

Very truly,

J. R. CAMPBELL, President.

LAMPTON LITERARY AND INDUSTRIAL
COLLEGE, ALEXANDRIA, LA.

Numerical

Enrollment

—

College .

1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919 20

1

Teacher Training (Normal).. 1 1 1

Preparatory (Academic) 15 11 25 16

Grammar School _ . 50 55 66 66

Primary .. 40 43 62 84

Theological . 20 25 43 50

Industrial _ .. 8 12 25 20

Music . 6 10 15 15

Total 140 156 237 253

Length of session (months) .. 9 9 8 8

Graduate s 4 7 6 9
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Number of Teachers 6 6 6 6

Number of Draftees 2

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 300

Value of buildings and grounds $1500 .00

Value of furniture and equipments 2000 .00

Number buildings _ 3

Character of buildings Frame
System of heating Heaters

System of lighting ^ Lamps

Remarks.

I Our school is steadily gaining in this State. It is recognized by the State

Educational Board of Louisiana and is growing in popular favor all over the

State. We will pay off this year every dollar of indebtedness and be in a

position to increase our facilities.

J. R. CAMPBELL, Presidevt.

WAYMAN INSTITUTE, HARRODSBURG, KY.
NumerioaL

Enrollment— 1916-1971

Male Female.

Classical..

Scientific

Normal 18 24

Theological 4

Industrial 12 17

English 8 15

Total 42 56

Length of term (months) 9

Graduates •_ 1 3

No. of teachers 1 5

Monthly Pay-roll $215 .00

Grounds and Improvements.

Number of volumes in library 570

Value of buildings and grounds $5000 .00

Value of physical and chemical laboratory 50 00

Value of furniture and equipments . 1 275 .00

Number buildings 4

Character of buildings Frame
SjTstem of heating Stoves

I
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System of lighting Lamps

Financial.

Collections— 1916-17

Tuition $450 .00

Donations 175 .00

Special rally 320.00
Educational rally 575.00

Total $1520.00
Other moneys ' 525.00

Grand total $2045 .00

Recommendation, Schedule G.

The most serious need of our schools today is a sufficient supply of efficient

teachers. I am convinced that we draft or borrow teachers at a great cost

to the work and morale of our colleges and universities. I therefore recom-

mend:
(a) That we establish at least two post-graduate schools in order that

a safe and sure supply of teachers of the highest order may be guaranteed.

lb) The average pay to teachers in our school is far below the requisites

for securing good teachers: I therefore recommend a general raise in all

salaries. It is far better to have few teachers of higher grade.

(c) In order that the standard unit of education may be had, we recom-

mend that a school year shall consist of 36 weeks and a recitation hour

shall not be less than 40 minutes.

(d) That the per cent of dollar for education be increased.

(e) That the maximum active number of all trustee Boards shall be

twenty-five.

(f) That each school be required to furnish an annual statement of its

business to the department of Education upon such blanks as may be furnish-

ed by the Department. This is very essential in order that the Department

may answer quickly and accurately questions coming from philanthropic

sources. Already Allen is receiving money from such sources and I have

inside information that others are in line.

(g) That the general Board of Education be empowered to classify and

standardize our various schools, colleges and universities.

(h) Confirm or reject all applicants for positions in our system of schools.

(i) Establish and enforce uniform curricula in all schools under the Gen-

eral Board.

(j) Install an efficient up-to-date system of bookkeeping such as the

educational conditions of today demand.

All of which I submit to the consideration of your culture and en-

lightened judgment.
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EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE EDITOR
OF THE A. M. E. REVIEW.

To the Bishops and Delegates of the Twcnty-six General Conference of the

African Methodist Episcopal Church, in Session May 3, 1920, at St. Louis,

Missouri.

Dear Fathers and Brethren:

Under the gracious favor of Almighty God I am permitted to present

to you the ninth quadrennial report oi the A. M.E. Church Review, this

being the second presented by me since I was elected Editor in 1912.

The fire brands scattered through the nations by the World War are still

smouldering in the social and economic life of the world. No line of human
activity has been so protected or remote, as to escape the testing influence

of the war.

The Review has been no exception. The cost of everything (except the

Editor's Salary) entering into the production of this magazine has trebled

in some instances and more than quadrupled in others. This has called

for constant vigilance and rigid economies. Among other things, without

impairing the quality, or character, of the Review, we have been compelled

to keep each issue within seventy-two pages. With our Editorial, Literary,

and Homiletic Departments, we were not able to devote as much space

to general articles as desired.

No General Officer in the Church, so far as individual initiative and

freedom from interference with his plans and policies are concerned, is less

hampered in the conduct of his department. This has been true from the

beginning. But it also carries with it an ever present sense of responsibilty.

The Managing Editor of the Review is compelled to carry it forwara

at all times, under its own steam. It is wholly dependent upon subscrip-

tions for its support. The amount derived from advertising is almost

negligible. We have declined all advertising matter relating to "Systems"
for treating the human hair or skin and also those offering inducements'

which seemed to us inconsistent with sound business principles.

Beginning with the issue of January, 1919, we moved the printing of the

Review from the A. M. E. Book Concern in Philadelphia, Pa., to the A. M. E.

Sunday School Union in Nashville, Tenn. This we felt to be necessary,

because under the stress of conditions prevailing at the time, we could

publish the Review at the Sunday School Union under more favorable condi-

tions.

Our Departments.

In our Editorial department, we have viewed regularly the leading events
in this country and throughout the world. We have spent both time and
money in order to reach authoritative sources of information so as to give

an enlightened opinion upon the great and vital questions of public moment.
We have never in a single instance, used the columns of the Review to pro-

mote our own personal interests, or ambitions, nor have we permitted others
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to do so. We have made merit the sole test, and hence have never permitted

any one to buy their way to space in our columns. We have resisted the

enemies of the church and race, exposed hypocrisy and lies, fought for

freedom, pleaded for justice, stood for the peace of righteousness and have
sought to temper it all by the spirit of love.

Our Homiletic Section, conducted by Dr. George W. Henderson, has

continued to grow in popularity and influence. It has reached a plane

of useful service never before attained by Negro scholarship. Under the

title of "Sermon Studies" a book has been printed from this section, the first

edition of which has been sold. In its adaptation to the needs of our ministry

the Homiletic Section is the best that can be found.
i

j

Our sphere of letters, conducted by Mr. George W. Forbes, of the West
End Branch, Boston Public Library, has attained a distinction which is

|

altogether unique. Mr. Forbes, out of his ripe scholarship and unsurpassed

opportunities, has made this department one of the most instructive and in-
j

spiring to be found any where in the annals of Negro Journalism. Our

readers are here kept reliably informed of every thing of value throughout
j

the entire realm of literary effort.
P

Our contributed articles have covered a wide range and have been, for

the most part, of a high order. In these days few persons who are able to !

'.

speak with authority will take the time to prepare a special article without

!

remuneration. Many writers of distinction have freely given their valuable !

contributions, while others have been satisfied to accept the small sums'
"

which our limited resources would permit us to pay. We are at present

printing two stories, in serial form, which will take rank as permanent con-i
jj

tributions to the literature of the race. We are constantly on the alert
i

to discover true literary ability and give it recognition and encouragement, i

^

For literary strength and value, as for its solid and abiding worth, the-
^

A. M. E. Church Revietv easily retains its place, not simply as the oldest.j

but also as the best and most widely informing journal published by Negroes

in the United States.
'

The Bishops have given to me and the work of this department, courteous;

consideration and helpful co-operation. Their assistance made it possible, B

for me to survive the financial difficulties of this department during the Fi

past four years. The whole hearted hospitality extended to me by the! Fi

brethren while visiting the Annual Conferences, is acknowledged with! fi

grateful thanks. My personal relations with Dr. J. I. Lowe and Dr. R. R.

Wright, jr., at the Book Concern, as with Prof. Ira T. Bryant at the Sunday

School Union, have been at all times of the most cordial nature. '

To

Owing to the high cost of paper and everything else entering into the] loi

printing and publishing business with the consent of the Board of Publica-

tion, we were compelled to advance the price of the Review from $1 .00 to^

$1 .50 per year. f

irai

tos



Grnkuai. Conference A. M. E. Church. 325

We would recommend:

1. That the law be so amended by this General Conference as to fix

the price of the A . M. E. Church Review at $1 .50 per year.

2. Since, so far as our knowledge goes, there are no files of the volumes

of the Review belonging to this office, prior to my election. I recommend

that the Editor be required to keep on file as the property of this office,

one or more copies of each issue.

3. Since the inadequate salary of $1,350.00 a year will meet the actual

living expenses of the Editor, I recommend that his salary be set at $2000 .00

a year.

4. I renew my recommendation of four years ago, that the Editor of the

Review be given sole charge of the editing and publishing a Year Book for

the A. M. E. Church, or at such intervals as may meet the approval of the

Bishops' Council.

5. In the interest of both economy and efficiency, I recommend that the

form of report to each Annual Conference shall contain space upon which

each pastor must report the church periodicals for which he subscribes,

that the amount of his subscription be reported to a Committee on Church

Periodicals and that this committee, without deducting any commission,

send the list of subscribers, together with the amount of paid for subscrip-

tions, to the periodicals designated.

Following this report I submit a financial statement showing receipts

and expenditures during the past four years.

Receipts.

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1917 $2481 .26

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1918 2406 .80

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1919 3127 .52

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1920 3498 .70

Total $11514.28

Expenditures.

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1917 $2338 .29

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1918 2094 .68

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1919 3030 .15

Fiscal year ending March 31, 1920 3899 .56

Total $11362.68

Total receipts for quadrennium $11514 .28

Total expenditures for quadrennium 11362 .68

Credit Balance $151 .60

Praying for the peace and prosperity of our denomination, and with

gratitude to my brethren who have so signally honored me with a place

to serve in their midst, I am, •

Faithfully yours, REVERDY C. RANSOM.
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EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE CHURCH
EXTENSION DEPARTMENT.

Necrology.

Before taking up in detail the Extension work for the quadrennium, it

is befitting that we note the passing of our co-workefr from labor to re-

ward.

One of the bishops of the A. M. E. Church departed this life March 26,

1919, at Lansing, Mich. The words of Longfellow have been truly veri-

fied in this instance:

"Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,

And departing, leave behind us.

Footprints on the sands of time."

As the first Secretary of Church Extension, Dr. Shaffer's work stands out

in bold relief; starting with nothing in the treasury, he built up a fund for

the relief of churches, doing the work in connection with the duties of Pre-

siding Elder, in the beginning. During the Quadrennium just ended we

have received payments of loans in full granted by Dr. Shaffer over twenty-

five years ago; but for the footprints in notes and records made, this could

not have been. Truly a great man has fallen.

Rev. James Jones, of Pine Bluff, Ark., our representative from the

Twelfth Episcopal District, passed away in 1918.

"Such is the Christians' parting hour;

So peacefully he sinks to rest."

To the Bishop and Members of the Twenty-sixth General Conference of the

A. M. E. Church, Greetings:

Dear Brethren:

In laying before you again the work of the Church Extension Society,

after the close of another Quadrennium, gives me very great pleasure We
are mindful that the Church confided to our trust the careful management

of its interest in the extension and preservation of its material worth. We
are the administrators of an estate belonging to our children's children.

The church of the future must depend largely upon the wisdom, and fidelity

of its guardian of today.

It is gratifying to report to you the phenominal success that has attended

our endeavors in the work of Church Extension during the quadrennium

just closed. At no time in the history of our Society has it been able to re

port a better condition than that which obtains today. In spite of the un-

settled condition of the business world, we have met nearly every demand

made upon us. To do this, we have very carefully adhered to safe busi

ness methods, never involving the Society beyond its reasonable resources,

but at the same time, have been able to rescue many churches out of the

serious danger reported to us.
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tXTRAORDINARY LOANS.

When we consider that the regular revenues of Church Extension is but

8 per cent of the Dollar Money and one fourth of the Children's Day Col-

; lection, a loan of Five Hundred Dollars or more to any one church must

be considered an extraordinary one. Conditions have required our Depart-

I ment to make several of this nature. Nothwithstanding the high cost of

everything, the spirit of constructive work within our fold, seemingly has

not been daunted. New churches have been purchased, many remodeled

and several erected.

Our people congregating in certain sections of our cities, have caused our

white brethren to move out to other parts, and our ministers ever watch-

ful for opportunities to extend our borders, have taken advantage of such

situations by procuring some very valuable property for the Connection.

We have been called upon to help, either in getting a new foothold or a

firmer grasp upon what we already had. In heeding such calls, we have

had to make some extraordinary loans in all parts of the Connection.

In the First District.

St. Paul, Coatesville, Pa. (about to be sold) $ 800 .00

Emanuel, Brooklyn, N. Y., (established a new home) .

and congregation) loaned 600.00

New Bethel, Newark, N. J., (buying a new church) loaned 500.00

In the Second District.

Wayman, Paltimore, Md., (saving a church) loaned 600.00

St. Luke, Fayetteville, N. C, (savinp fiom sale> 500 00

|j

Union Hill, Wilson Mills, N. C, (church burned, rebuilding)
' loaned 1000.00

Marshall Hall, Lynchburg, Va., (to save from sale by purchase

of deed of trust) loaned 601 .00

In the Third District.

Allen, Pittsburgh, Pa., N. S., (to prevent foreclosure of mortgage

which meant loss of the churchJ loaned 500 .00

Third Church, Columbus, 0., (establishing a new church with

new congregation, adding new appointment,) loaned 800 .00

Bluefield, W. Va., (erecting a new church where they had none)

loaned 500.00

In the Fourth District.

St. .James, Louisville, Ky., (purchasing a new church thus adding

a new appointment) loaned 1000 .00
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St. James, Covington, Ky., (erecting a new church) loaned $ 1000 .00

St. Paul, Des Moines, Iowa, (erecting new building) loaned 500 .00

In the Fifth District.

St. John, Topeka, Kans., (erecting a new building) loaned 1000 .00

Cain Ch., Kansas City, Mo., (buying a new church, adding new
appointment) loaned 500 .00

Wayman, St. Louis, Mo., (aid in settling a mortgage note past

due) loaned 1650 .00

Bethel, Dalton, Mo., (aiding to buy and establish a new church,

after a dream of forty years so pastor stated) loaned 500 .00

Second Church, San Francisco, Cal., (preventing a sale) loaned . . 500 .00

Cain Church, Bakersfield, Cal., (to prevent a sale) loaned 500 .00

In the S'ixth District,

Csmpl: ell Church, i'm(iiuf,Ca. (tiilc'ing a d urcl) 500.00

Flipper Church, Atlanta, Ga. (buying a new church to estab-

lish a new mission) 500 .00

In the Seventh District.

Allen, Columbia, S. C. (purchasing and building a church). $500 .Oq

St. Paul, Glendylan, near Spartanburg (buying a church) 500 .Oq

St. Paul, Cades (building in a new community a church) 500 .Oq

In the Eighth District.

Turner Church, Columbus, Miss, (taking up notes endorsed for

the church by Church Extension) , loaned 731 .02

Payne, Aberdeen (property sold; reclaimed by Church Extension.

Supreme Court decided in our favor) , loaned 760 .00

St. James, Meridian, Miss, (preventing sale of church by pur-

chasing mortgage and judgment), loaned 1583.32

Bethel, Vicksburg, Miss, (to prevent a sale of our old church

in this state), loaned 1500.000

Plaquemine, La. (to save the church), loaned 500.00

In the Ninth District.

Bethel, Knoxville, Tenn. (saved by purchasing note), loaned 650.00

Trinity, Nashville, Tenn. (building a church), loaned 500.00

St. Luke, Gallatin, Tenn. (building a church) 500.00

St. Paul, Fulton, Ky. (builaing a church) , loaned- 500 .00

Payne, Birmingham, Ala. (rebuilding their church) , loaned 500 .00

In the Tenth District.

Allen, Ft. Worth, Texas, (taking up mortgage note to prevent

sale) , loaned 800 .00
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In the Eleventh District.

Bethel, Deerfield, Fla. (building a church), loaned.. .$ 1000.00

In the Twelfth District.

St. Paul, Newport, Ark. (Mortgage foreclosed. Repurchased

by Qhurch Extension. Notes endorsed by Church Exten-

sion and taken up for the Church 5220 .00

St. Paul, Cotton Plant, Ark. (for saving of church) 500.00

Making a total of $ 31185.34

expended in these emergency loans, alone.

In performing the duties before us, we have not confined ourselves to nar-

row limitations when necessity demanded, and our funds permitted us to

do otherwise, but have sowed the seeds of African Methodism (in loans and

donations) in the soil approved by our chief pastors and their coworkers,

in their respective fields of labor; for the most part as abundantly as they

have requested, believing, they being on the ground, knew the fertihty of

the soil and its ability to reproduce for African Methodism better than we.

Therefore, we have been guided by their judgment in making these extra-

ordinary loans, and have worked hand in hand to prepare to gather the peo-

ple.

LIABILITIES.

Our Labilities are obligations assumed by the Department in its promises

to pay or guarantee certain church debts. They are the first Hen against

reported balances. For instance, a note for moneys sent to any church, is

a debt against the funds of the Society until it is settled, and is therefore a

liability against the said funds. Hence the net cash balance in bank, over

and above what has been assumed as liabilities, represents the true balance.

Our reported liabilities to this General Conference are $15,545.06, made
up as follows:

Due on our South African Appropriation $ 3333 .33

Notes out to churches 2000 .00

Abandoned property money held in trust for the Illinois, Colo-

rado and Kansas Conferences 486 .56

To aid in the purchase of Turner Memonal Church, Washing-

ton, D.C 3000.00

To the credit of Districts for the balance of their appropriation

not yet called for, hence unpaid 6725 .17

Total $ 15545.06

ASSETS OF CHURCH EXTENSION.

Among the assets reported of Church Extension, as you will note, we
have a goodly sum due the Department in loans and interest. While our
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loan notes and mortgages are gilt edge security for the money loaned the

churches, we can not, as you know depend on the payment of these loans

when due regularly, though we have a splendid showing this Quadrennium.

The only available assets for the Department upon which we can depend,

is the cash on hand to pay on demand; hence our cash balance, iso says our

constitution shall not fall below our obligations) to do so would involve

our other assets, such as mortgages, deeds, etc., on churches, which we could

not afford to loose.

Among our Assets you will find $1500.00 in Liberty Bonds for Church

Extension. These bonds remain in our Safety Deposit Box in the Metro-

politan Bank of Washington, D. C, the property of the Board of Church

Extension.

In keeping with the suggestion of Bishop Heard, the President of the

Extension Board, we co-operate with the Financial Department and made

special appropriation to the chaplains of our Connection appointed to work

in the United States Army, to aid them in securing supplies necessary for

their work; we also gave aid to the Y. M. C. A. work in Community cen-

ters to help our boys during the war. $330.00 was appropriated in this

war work.

LIBERTY BONDS.

WAR WORK.

Receipts.

8 per cent of Dollar Money
25 per cent of Children's Day Money
Loans Returned

Interest on Loans

Special Interest

Extension Anniv. Collection

Other Special Receipts

$ 82156.88

13533 .16

20250 .95

8754 .75

722 .00

410.24

5874 .00

Total Receipts to March 31, 1920

Cr. Bal. from 1916

$131701 .98

12747 .61

Grand total receipts to March 31, 1920 $144449 .56

Disbursements.

By Regular Loans

By donations and Appro'ns

$ 58554.96

11190.00

i
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Departmental Obligations $ 24322 .56

General Expenses 5598 .88

Total Disbursements for Quad $ 99666 .40

Bal. to March 31, 1920 $ 44783 .19

Liabilities $ 15545.06

Net Cash Bal. over Liabilities $ 29238 .13

Assets

Regular Loans and Interest due $411628 .43

Liberty Bonds 1500 .00

Note and Interest on Stewart Farm, Wilberforce, Ohio 903 .72

Furniture of Department 900 .00

Net Cash Bal. over liabilities 29238 .13

Total Assets $444170 .28
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LOANS AND INTEREST.

The evidence of the business solvency of a corporation of the character
of Church Extension, is its ability to realize on its assets; we have had to

depend almost entirely heretofore on our general income through the re-

turn of Dollar Money percentage and Children's Day Money. The past

Quadrennium shows a marked improvement in the return of interest and
loans, evidencing that the work of Church Extension has been brought
home to the people, and they see the possibilities within their own
reach. The increased appropriation in certain districts plainly manifests

the possibilities for all. We not only have increased the returns to the

Society of Church Extension, but we have at the same time accorded re-

lief to the local churches by donating or remitting the interest in considera-

tion of the principal being paid in a given time. We have aided 65 churches

to liquidate their debts in this way.
We want to stress interest and loan collection. By so doing greater

benefits will come to the Connection; the loans represent the circulation of

the 8 per cent of the General Fund, for Church Extension.

SOME FACTS WORTHY OF MENTION DONE BY THE BOARD
OF CHURCH EXTENSION IN APRIL, 1919.

Among the assets of the Extension Society reported last quadrennium,

were shares from the Book Concern, amounting to $700.00, purchased in

1909, when the said Concern was about to be lost. We also had a loan of

$610.00 of long standing, with interest on the same amounting to $366.00.

In view of the effort being made to liquidate the debts of the Book Concern,

the Secretary of Church Extension recommended that the Board authorize

him to cancel their debt to this Department, which included the loan of

$610, with interest amounting to $366.00 and these shares of $7000.00 with

interest of $378.00 or a "total of $2054.00, and that the same go on record

as a donation of this debt to the Concern. This was done.

That our loan to Allen University, Columbia, S. C, of $300.00, with

interest accumulated of $432.00 and to Paul Quinn College, Waco, Texas,

of $833.00, with interest amounting to $623.22 or a total of $2188.22, to

these colleges be and are hereby cancelled and the Secretary authorized and

directed to return to these institutions such security as the Society may
hold for them. This was done and notes returned to the schools mentioned.

ASSETS OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY.

Loans Outstandings with interest, to April 1, 1920.

First District.

Conference Loans Interest G. Total

Philadelpia $ 10860.65 $ 6340.53

New Jersey -. 6919.00 2694.77
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\ New York 11420 .98 3369.71

iNew England -.- 9367. 94 1556.91

Total $ 38568 .57 $ 13961.92 $ 52530.49

Second District

Conference— Loans—• Interest— G. Total-

Virginia $ 6114.59 $ 2205.99

Baltimore 11221.00 2485.10

(2) North Carolinas 8259.23 6102.27

Total $ 25594.82 $ 10793.36 $ 36388.16

Third District

Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total

—

Pittsburg $ 6194.00 $ 1652.43

(2) Chios 207C.00 1164.10

West Virginia 74449.70 5872.36

Total $ 15713 .70 $ 8688 .89 $ 24402 .50

Fourth District

Indiana $ 6912.00 $ 2926.26

Illinois. 1 2402.00 1264.20

Chicago 3298.00 1266.13

(2) Kentuckys 7221.53 2907.03

Total $ 19883.53 $ 8363.62 $ 28197.15

Fifth District.

Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total—

(3) Missouris $ 9692.24 $ 3056.10

Kansas 5426.50 2451.33

Colorado 4759.69 1195.27

California-- 6500.00 772.50

Pugtt Sound 1505 .00 568 .72

Total ! $ 27883.43 $ 8043.92 $ 359L7 .35

Sixth District

Conference— Loans— Interest G. Total

—

(7) Georgias $ 27824 .85 $ 20546.86 ? 48371.71

Seventh District.

Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total—
(5) South Carolinas $ 18767.97 $ 9349.88 $28117.85
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Eighth District

Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total

—

(6) Mississippis ..$ 14855.44 $ 5940.71

(2) Louisianas 7683 .75 5688 .90

Total $ 22539.19 $ 11629.61 $ 34168.80

Ninth District

Conference— Loans^— Interest— G. Total

—

(5) Alabamas $ 16857.36 $ 10771.27

(3) Tennessees 7881.51 2626.63

Total $ 24738.87 $ 13397.90 $ 38136.77

Tenth District

Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total

—

Texas (6) $ 14721.33 $ 9402.96 $ 24124.29

Eleventh District

Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total

—

(6) Floridas $ 11770.80 $ 3670.92 $ 15441.72

Twelfth District

Conference—• Loans— Interest—• G. Total

—

(5) Arkansas ....$ 1722.37 $ 5650.14

(3) Oklahoma 10662.95 7460.60

Total $ 27892.32 $13110.74 $ 41003.06

Fifteenth District

• Conference— Loans— Interest— G. Total

—

Michigan $ 1625.00 $ 1530.47

Ontario 820.00 843.00

Total $ 2445 .00 $ 2373 .47 $ 4818 .47

Total Loans with Interest due from

the Districts $278294.38 $133334.05 $411628.43

Note and Interest from Stewart Farm _ . .% $ 903 .72

Liberty Bonds $ 1500.00

Department Furniture 900.00

Net Balance to March 31, 1920, over Liabilities 29238 .13

Total Assets $441470 .28
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BENEFITED BY CHURCH EXTENSION SINCE THE ORGANIZA-
TION, MAY 1892. TO MARCH 31, 1920, BY LOANS, DONATIONS

AND SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS BY STATES.

Alabama -$ 19994.36

Arkansas . 21571.55

Arizona.. 420.00

California.... 9528.06

Colorado 4600.69

Connecticut .485 .00

Delaware 955.12

District of Columbia 11556.17

Florida .'. 22495 .60

Georgia 37543 .85

Indiana 9723 .23

Illinois 5960 .00

Iowa 1161.29

Idaho 35 .00

Kansas 10634.85

Kentucky 8623.93

Louisiana 8923.93

Mississippi 19379 .23

Massachusetts 10429.76

Michigan 1125 .00

Maryland 9073.71

Missouri 11057 .86

Montana 920.00

Minnesota 250 .00

New Jersey 9210.50

New York 6456.46

New Mexico 235 .00

Nebraska i 610.00

Nova Scotia 445.00

North Carolina 13787 .46

Oklahoma 11520.65

Ohio 4924.35

Oregon ' 2035.00

Ontario 715 .00

Pennsylvania 28937.19

Rhode Island 221.00

South Carolina 25906 .17

Tennessee 20188 .45

Texas 20208 .18

Utah 535 .00

Virginia 9650 .68

Washington 1443 .41
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West Virginia 7764 .68

Wyoming 170.00

Total Aid to Home Work . $391411 .72

Special Appropriations to Institutional Church, an order of the

General Conference 23874 .39

Foreign Field Work 27425.90

Temporary Loans to other Departments of Churches 8712.74

Schools 3454.50

Croker Estate Bequest 885 .69

Benevolent Causes 481 .00

Grand Total Disbursed by Loans, Donations and Special

Appropriations since the Organization of the Society, May
1892, to March 31, 1920 $456245 .94

HISTORIC SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF
THE CHURCH-EXTENSION SOCIETY, FROM 1892 TO MARCH

31, 1920.

Receipts, 1892-1896:

Rev. C. T. Shaffer, Secretary and Treasurer $ 40401 .30

Disbursements, 1892-1896:

Rev. C. T. Shaffer, Secretary and Treasurer 34049 .43

Balance First Quadrennium $ 6351 .87

Receipts 1896-1900:

Rev. C . T. Shaffer, Secretary and Treasurer $ 64474 .00

Total-.: $ 70825.87

Disbursements, 1896-1900.

Rev. C. T. Shaffer, Secretary and Treasurer 58800 .06

Balance Second Quadrennium $ 12025 .81

Receipts, 1900-1904:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer 82502 .76

Total $ 94528.57

Disbursements, 1900-1904:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer 84713 .07

Balance Third Quadrennium $ 9815.50
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Receipts, 1904-1908:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer 100183 .89

Total $109999.39

Disbursements, 1904-1908:

Rev. B. F.Watson, Secretary and Treasurer 92363.03

Balance Fourth Quadrennium $ 17636 .36

Receipts, 1908-1912:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer, 120807 .12

Total . $138443 .48

Disbursements, 1908-1912:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer 117477 .46

Balance Fifth Quadrennium $ 20966 .02

Receipts, 1912-1916:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer $109213 .31

Total $130179 .33

Disbursements, 1912-1916:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer 117431 .72

Balance, 1916-1920:

Balance Sixth Quadrennium $12747.61

Receipts, 1916-1920:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer $131710 .98

Total $144449.59

Disbursements, 1916-1920:

Rev. B. F. Watson, Secretary and Treasurer. 99666 .04

Balance Seventh Quadrennium $44783 .19

OUR CLOSING CHAPTER.

Brethren, we have tried so faithfully to discharge the duties of this office

impartially, distributing the funds to all sections as the needs required. The
achievements reached by the Connection gives evidence far beyond our most
sanguine expectation ever dreamed of as to the possibilities of Church Ex-
tension Anniversary meetings in all our conferences, to review of our Socie-

ty's doings we have good reasons to rejoice in the substantial progress made
and from all indications, "the Church is moving on." We have granted

greater aid than it was possible to contemplate. In our management of

appropriations on the basis of receipts, where the whole has not been taken

up, we have added the balance due the District to the next year's appro-
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priation ; the result of following this plan has enabled us to grant more sub-

stantial aid, and more equitable distribution.

We recommend and beg to urge the importance of holding Extension

Anniversary meetings in all our conferences, to the end that we may bring

home to our people, the benefits accruing to them through Church Exten-

sion.

Closing this report, I want to thank the Bishops, General Officers, Min-

isters, Lay Members and friends throughout the Connection, for the en-

couragement and support they have given me to make Church Exten-

sion a success. Had I not had their co-operation, I would not have been

able to have obtained the results herein stated.

Efficiency is the demand of to-day, in both church and state. This can

only be acquired through experience anc* consecration of self to the task in

hand.

My highest ambition has been to render honest and faithful service and

make Church Extension a great "Beacon Light" to our Connection. How
well we have succeeded in the work entrusted to our keeping, a careful in-

vestigation of our report will show.

And now, brethren, if you think my service worthy of your continued

confidence, I ask lor nothing more than to continue to serve you as Secre-

tary of Church Extension another four years, and if you again commission

me to manage the affairs of this Department, I shall go forth determined to

accomplish still greater results in the development of this branch of our

Church.

Thanking you for your confidence and support, we are,

Yours Faithfully,

B.F. WATSON,
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer.

EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-sixth Session of the General Con-

ference of the A. M.E. Church.

Dear Brethren: We submit to you our third Quadrennial Report as

Secretary-Treasurer of the A. M. E. Sunday School Union at Nashville,

Tenn. We believe we can say without giving the lease offense to anybody,

that this past quadrennium has been the greatest quadrennium in the

history of the Department. We do not mean to say that we have

accomplished all that might have been accomplished, or all that we had

ourselves hoped to accomplish, but what we do mean to say is, that this

past four years' stride is the greatest stride in the development of this institu-

tion. We had no apologies to make four years ago, or eight years ago;

we have none to make today. Your commission to us called for work,

not excuses. Nobody knows better than you, what you gave us to work
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with—the number of talents placed in our hands—and nobody can tell

better than you whether those talents have been multiplied or whether

they have been buried.

The Work of the Sunday School.

We do not think it enough to say that our Church is doing as much for

its young people today as it ever has done, and that it is as successful today

as it ever has been in keeping its hands on its young people. The fact is,

it ought to be doing more, and it ought to have a stronger grip upon the young

people and upon their devotion and services than it has ever had before.

The Department realizes that in its great fight for existence—a flight

that had to do almost entirely with the material things of this life, it has,

in a large measure, neglected certain important features of our young people's

work. But the death knell of such a spirit has been sounded, and your

Sunday School Union Board is laying plans for the future that will result

in placing our denomination in the lead in the great battle to save the young
people of the world.

In the establishment of our Sunday School Union, our fathers have given

us a wonderful opportunity for service. If we do not reap a great harvest,

the fault is certainly ours. Article II of our constitution as found in Dis-

cipline, page 351, provides that—"Its obiect shall be to unite, strengthen and
extend the Sunday School work of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
in the United States and elsewhere; to provide an ample and suitable lit-

erature for the same; to aid the needy Sunday School thereof; to encourage

the holding of Sunday School Normal Institutes and Conventions for the

training of teachers, and to impart information concerning the best methods
of governing, conducting and equipping Sunday Schools, and to secure

the proper grading of our Sunday Schools, and to gather whatever statistics

and other data, may be necessary to keep the Church continually informed
of the true condition of her Sunday School work."

No institution under the canopy of the sun has ever had a grander object

than is outlined in the above paragraph, and no institution has ever made
a greater effort than this institution intends to make from now on, to measure
up to every requirement.

You who have assembled here, are in a large measure, shaping the Church
of today. What about the Church of tomorrow? Who, if not the Young
People you now meet from Sunday to Sunday in your Schools, are to under-
take this difficult task? If by their own initiative and persistency they shall

establish a great Sunday School movement within the Church, comparable
with the strength and power of the Church forces behind them, can we com-
plain if they should look back upon us as a body of contemptible weaklings
without a vision? Is not our present puerile policy of emphasizing the
dollar as the be-all and end-all of Church activity, with scarcely a passing

thought of true evangelism—calculated to bring upon us the contempt and
calumny of the future leaders of our Zion? I serve notice on you, that
during these next four years there is sure to come such an awakening of our
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Sunday School forces as you have never witnessed. These have been twelve

years of preparation, now for the battle. If our Church hopes to succeed

in a large way in her Sunday School work, she must have an adequate system

of Sunday School extension. Hundreds of our organized Churches are

without Sunday Schools." We cannot awaken and develop the spiritual

life of the boys and girls of these communities, and train them for service,

unless we can manage to bring them into the Sunday School. We must
devise some way of reaching them individually, and convincing them or

their parents that we have something worth while to offer them.

Our Teacher Training Course.

The problems of the War, and subsequent economic conditions blasted

our hopes for great biennial Congresses of Young People, such as were held

in Atlanta and Nashville, and the increased cost of everything forced us

finally to abandon, temporarily, the publication of our Bible students'

magazine. The Richard Allen Monthly. But the loss sustained by our

forces as a result of such action, was partly offset by the great strides in the

development of our Teacher Training Department. A simple, but reason-

ably efficient course has been mapped out for Sunday School workers, and

hundreds who have completed the Correspondence Course, or the regular

monthly class conducted in the Chapel building, now have beautifully

engraved certificates, bearing the seal of the International Association and

the signatures of the officials of this Institution. Our great hope, is that out

of this number will eventually spring some properly imbued, consecratea

experts, who will take their places in the advanced Sunday School program

of the future. The work of our Teacher Training Department has been

under the immediate supervision of Mr. W. H. Shackleford, and through

his brilliant and versatile mind, the Secretary has kept this department

up in the forefront in all progressive Sunday School methods, by having

him come in touch with men and movements that "set the pace" in the

great movements of the world. A great organization of white Sunday
School experts, in casting about for a "methods man" to work among Colored

people, has recently endeavored to secure from us the services of Mr.

Shackleford.

Children's Day Money.

Because of the great debt hanging over your Sunday School Union, and

in appreciation of the great upward stride made by the Institution, and too,

in order that the A. M. E. Church might take its place in every advanced

movement in the Sunday School World, the last General Conference returned

to this Department, one-fourth of all the Children's Day Collection of the

denomination. The wisdom of your action is vindicated by the hearty

co-operation of the Sunday School workers of the Connection, in the effort

to rekindle interest in the Children's Day, and to make it the mighty inspira-

tion-giving movement it was in former years. Hundreds of Schools that

had "fallen out of line" when the young people's department ceased to
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benefit financially from their Children's Day Exercises, have taken up the

work again, and although the high cost of everything has precluded the

printing and distributing of free programs to the Schools, the one-fourth

collection is almost, if not as great as the one-half formerly was.

Could Not Afford to Make Great Increase.

In the light of the above information, and with scores of letters from

pastors and superintendents rejoicing over the action of the General Con-

ference and assuring us of their purpose to help us in every imaginable

way to put the Sunday School Work of our Church "on the map," we found

ourselves considerably worried as to just what to do in the face of the great

increase of material, labor, paper, etc. Wisely or unwisely, we finally

decided that instead of increasing the price of our literature, books, etc.,

in proportion to the advances we had to endure, we would withhold, for

the present, certain advanced movements we contemplated inaugurating

and for the present use the money given to us, to help the Sunday School

workers, and especially those in the rural sections, and protect them as

far as possible, from the embarrassments that "high priced" literature

would certainly bring upon them.

Smallest Increase of Any.

As a result of the above decision, the Schools of the A. M. E. Church

during the past four years of advanced prices, have fared better than those

of any other denomination, white or black, and an investigation only is nec-

essary to convince you of that fact. Lesson Picture cards are sold by other

denominations for Three and One-half Cents per set, whereas, we charge

Three Cents. Our Teacher Quarterly, our Gem Lesson Papers, our Juvenile

Lesson Papers, our Handy Songsters, our Catechisms, our Hymnals, both

Word and Music, and our Discipline (until the supply was exhausted)

all are now being sold by us for the same price that was charged you four

years ago. Our advance on Minutes has not exceeded Ten Cents per page.

Without that one-fourth of the Children's Day Collections, this would

have been impossible. But that is not all.

Other Departments Benefited.

Realizing, as we do, that the leaders in the work of the Sunday Schools

are, as a rule, those who stand behind and who work and sacrifice to carry

on the great work of the Endeavor Societies, we have shared this money
(indirectly) with the Secretary of the League Department, Dr. Caldwell.

That Department, like the Sunday School Union, has made practically no

advance in the prices of its literature, and as the Union does the printing

of this department, certainly it stands for reason that it could not have

done this, had the Union made heavy increases for its work in proportion

to the great increase it was itself paying for material, labor, etc. The
League Department has paid the Union the same price for all its printing
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that it was paying four years ago, and the Leagues have gotten their

literature for the same prices paid at that time. The Children's Day Money
given us, helped the Leagues.

Southern Christian Recorder.

The Southern Christian Recorder, being a weekly periodical, and because

of a contract with its editor written upon a percentage basis, our losses in

this connection have been exceedingly heavy. But we are thankful that

through the wisdom of the Bishops' Council in advancing the price to $1 .50

per year, they were prevented from being even greater than they are. An
advance of Fifty Cents on the subscriptions may seem exorbitant to the pur-

chaser, but it goes a short way indeed during these times when the price of

labor is nearly double, and paper that formerly sold for 2 1-2 cents per pound

is selling for from 12 cents to 14 cents per pound. Under the $1 .50 plan,

the Sunday School Union received $77 per week. An estimate of the cost

of a paper the size of the Southern Christian Recorder is as follows

:

Paper . $35.00

Presswork, proofreading, etc 10 .00

Typesetting 25.00

Folding.-..: 3.00

Mailing 10.00

Postage 4.00

Clerical work 5 .00_

$92 .00

Amount received 77.00

Loss (weekly) $15 .00

The rule of this house is to make money on everything it does for anybody.

In this case we have allowed sentiment to influence us. The Southtrn

Christian Recorder is your paper— a department of the Church, as is the

Sunday School Union. The editor had no fund upon which he could draw,

and to surrender the contract at the close of one year because of these losses

was, as we saw it, to invite a severe criticism, if not a rebuke from the General

Conference. Consequently, we have brought the paper up to this General

Conference with a notice served on the Editor that he must make other

arrangements for the paper beyond April 30th.

The Reviexic and Voice of Missions.

The two neatest and most attractive periodicals published by the Negro

race that have come under our observation, are the Review and the Voice

of Missions of our Church. There may be other magazines of the race

like The Crisis, et al, that class with them in general appearance, but the

mechanical work on such represents the brain of white men, and not that

of Negroes. It might sound a bit harsh in the ears of some of you who do

not know us as one given to making big boasts about our work, but truth
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and fairness will force the admission that no other Negro publishing house

within the race can consistently produce such printing as is represented in

the Voice and the Review. The Sunday School Union, in its early days, may
have been guilty of the present practice of some so-called Negro publishing

houses, of putting its imprint on the first page of a book or magazine

printed by white people, but not now. Whenever anybody in your presence

compliments a piece of printing bearing our imprint, for its neatness and

general artistic appearance, you can freely swell with pride under the assur-

ance from us, that it represents the skill and efficiency of Negro men and

women. The man who, to boost his sales, deceives his customer with a

misleading imprint, is not one whit better than he who wilfully Her, to his

customer about the genuineness or the value of his merchandise. There is

no Negro publishing house within or without the Church, that can do the

work of the class of these two magazines; there is no white firm that would

attempt to duplicate the jobs for a price very far short of twice the amount
paid to us for work. For a reason practical because of the purpose behind

it, we have made but a very slight advance in our prices on the Voice and no

advance at all against the Review, despite our own embarrassments.

Why We Have Not Advanced.

The question naturdly arises: Why has the Board of Mangers not ad-

vanced their prices for the work of the Endeavor Department, the Southern

Christian Recorder, the Review, the Voice of Missions, as well as those of its

own department, to a point comparable with the increased cost of every-

thing needed in the operating of its business? As stated elsewhere in this

report, we felt that the enthusiasm and generosity of the men and women
on the field entitled them to some consideration at our hands. Their hearty

endorsement of the plan to give some financial encouragement to our effort

to "go over the top" in the development of a great Sunday School program
caused us to feel a keen interest in their personal welfare. When things

were normal, they were willing to help us; when things became abnormal,

we felt it our duty to do what we could to help them. People, as a rule,

do not take kindly to increased prices, even though they understand full

well the reason therefor. Believing as we did, that the salaries of ministers

would be the last to get a boost, we felt that even this slight interest in them
manifested by the General Church, might tend to create a better feeling

and a more liberal donation on their part. We feel that $20,000 would be

a most conservative estimate of the loss in our receipts by our failure to keep
pace with other denominations in the advance on our work and our literature.

In frankness, however, let me remind you that prices are still climbing and
nobody knows what tomorrow will bring forth.
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Without further ado, we desire to submit the following figures for your
consideration

:

April 1, 1916 to March 31, 1917.

Receipts Months Disbursements

$3,981 .73 April $8,093 .64

2,293.49. May._. . 3,600.01

7,382.28 June 3,714.61

2,196.36 July 7,403.10

1,727.88 August 3,680.69

7,985.04 September 3,200.88

3,623 .01 . _ .October 9,130.34

1,973.95 November..... 5,596.76

6,130 .96 December 3,721 .01

7,609.32 January 11,426.40

2,061.64 February 2,275.56

11,151.39. March 3,651.69

$58,117.05 $65,495.59

7,468 .51 Cash Balance Colo Mortgage 4,220 .95

2,184 .78 Children's Day Money Cash 9,053 .80

10,000 .00 Loan
1,000 .00 Loan

$78,770 .34 $78,770 34

April 1, 1917 to March 31, 1918.

$2,893 .42 April $10,194 .99

3,352.02 May 4,539.22

10,682.24 .. ...June.. 3,204.14

3,107.78 July 8,186.39

1,047 .23 August 3,028 .39

4,257 .10 September 3,496 .59

5,697 .62 October 6,086 .23

3,677.96 November 5,774.91

7,025 .26 December 6,020 .36

8,523 .21 January 8,473 .93

1,768.19 February 3,300.76

8,206.24 March 5,232.55

$60,238 .27 $67,538 .46

9,053 .80 Cash Balance " Cash on Hand 4,415 .13

2,661 .52 Children's Day Money

$71,953 .59 Grand Total Receipts $71,953 .59
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April 1, 1918 to March 31, 1919.

Receipts Months Disbursements

$5,472.56 .April.. $6,286.45

2,467.99 ..May 6,086.62

5,098.13 ..June 5,212.47

5,518.66.. July 11,784 ,92

3,154.95 August 4,711.64

5,978 .82 September 2,991 .46

8,054.74 October 7,836.25

1,217.17 November 8,870.41

8,164.42 December 3,338.78

5,323 .85 January 3,720 .68

2,614 .52 .- February 7,841 .83

9,246.51 March.... 3,872.63

$62,312.32 - $72,554.14

4,415.13 Cash Balance Cash on Hand 6,573.86

3,300 .55 Children's Day Money
9,100 .00 Sale of Old Building

$79,128 .00 $79,128 .00

April 1, 1919 to March 31, 1920.

$6,333 .30 April $4,483 .24

4,239.91 May 13,559 76

6,526.34 June 3,208.70

5,063.50 . July 4,336.37

6,110.52 ..August 9,245.29

7,200 .06 September 8,032 .56

6,744 .98 October 5,845 .24

4,021 .77 November 5,226 .76

7,195.86 December 6,559.11

8,028.12 January 5,452.82

14,243 .17 March 14,874 .51

$81,975.70 $88,075.09

3,664 .53 Children's Day Money
6,573 .86 Cash Balance Cash on Hand 4,139 .00

$92,214 .09 $92,214 .09

CURRENT OBLIGATIONS.
Exhibit "A".

American Book Company $2 .02

Ault & Wiborg Company 6.20
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American Bible Society $ 6.94

Acme White Lead Company 44 .59

Addressograph Company 4.91

Brandon Printing Company 1.00

Beck Duplicator Company - 30 .00

American Printers Roller Company 4 .67

Christian Finance Association 7. 55

John Church Company 1 .61

Cassetty Oil and Grease Company 4.00

C. T. Cheek... 9.35

Dixie Electrotype Co 81 .91

William H. Dietz Company 63.57

De Hart & Chilton Mfg. Company 101 .70

J. F. G. Finley 9 .35

Gane Brothers . 11.00

Ginn and Company 1.62

R. A. Gulbenk Photo Engr. Co . 21.19

D. C. Heath & Company 3.74

Harper & Brother 2.30

Hall Mack Company 141 .12

Henry Holt 3 .22

Keith Simmons & Company 10 .81

Lanston Monotype Company 282 .37

M.H.Leavis 1 19

Meyer & Brother 99.45

National Music Company 2. 85

George W. Noble 3.22

Perry & Lester Coal Company ^ 55.11

Penn. Publishing Company ;
13.61

James Pott & Company 6.87

Fleming H. Revel 7.51

Lewis Roberts 25 .00

W. S. Scarborough 56 .25

Solomon Porter Hood 56 .25

Mrs. A. E. Waddleton 56 .25

Benj. H. Sanborn 8.34

S. S. Scranton 20 .57

Thomas Communion Service Co 1.31

R. H. Worke 33.35

Nashville Printers Roller Works .-. 4.41

W. H. Gage Glue Company 14 .84

The Commercial Paste Company 6 .00

T. J. Mooney & Company 24 .40

E. Gray Smith 23 .55

The Seybold Machine Company 10 .00
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Pentecostal Mission Publishing Company $ -39

W. T. Hardison.. -- 2.70

Smith & Lamar - - 88.69

$1478 .85

COLLECTIBLE BILLS.

Exhibit "B."
C onferences

—

East Tennessee Conference. . 110.00

Tennessee 185.52

West Tennessee 283 .77

Georgia 183 .00

Northeast Mississippi 75 .00

Mississippi 33 .20

Central Alabama 61 .30

North Alabama 30 .25

East Alabama 118.07

South Alibama . 180.50

Kansas 161.80

Puget Sound 73 .80

Central Oklahoma 149 .35

Columbia South Carolina 92 .60

Michigan 101 .75

National Medical Journal 10 .00

Heroines of Jericho, Florida 87.10

Argus, (Payne University) 78 .10

Woman's Missionary Department 313 .09

Sunday School Publishing Board 75.19

Negro Year Book 8,150 .00

A. M.E. Review 289.24

Payne Chapel 29.77

Georgia, Calanthe 569.17

Texas Heroines of Jericho 284 .75

Texas Masonic . 473 .25

Tennessee Masonic 734 .75

G.W.Jackson 110.00

Johnson Home Industrial College 157 .10

$13,203 .92

OUTSTAjJfDING NOTES.
Exhibit "C."

North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company $10,000 .00

Intertype Corporation 1,100 .00
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Secretary's Salary 332 .00

2,250 .00Capital Engraving Company

$13,582 .00

OUR CHARTER.

One of the questions that dejnands the attention of this General Con-
ference, is the Charter under which its Sunday School Union is operated.

In the installation of our Sprinkler System, just before the last General

Conference, it was necessary for us to sign a set of promissory notes to

cover certain unpaid claims. The Sprinkler Company, in an effort to

protect their own interest, demanded a copy of our Charter, to determnie

the power of the Secretary and President to issue such promissory notes

.

Up to that time we had never even looked at the Charter, safely tucked

away in one of the pigeon holes of the safe, and we doubt very seriously

that the Secretary who preceded us had done so ; and furthermore, we serious-

ly doubt that the first Secretary of the Union who procured that Charter,

ever gave it any serious concern. The Sprinkler Company refused to

proceed with the work contracted for, unless each and every member of the

Board would sign the notes, personally binding themselves and their heirs

for the payment of the claims. Your President, Secretary and other Board

members, none of whom had anything to do with the procuring of such a

Charter, but with an eye single to the best interest of the Church, without

any great ado, attached their names to this Company's notes, and quietly

set to work to see what could be done to get our affairs straightened out.

Your Secretary in his report to the General Conference at Philadelphia

clearly and frankly put the case before you in these words:

We deem it our duty to call the attention of this General Conference

to some features of our charter that deserves to be considered by this body.

When we began the erection of our new publishing house, a few months ago

and desired money from our local banking institutions, they inquired of us

whether we were an incorporated body, and when informed that we were,

requested that we allow them the privilege of reading the charter that had

been granted to the department for the purpose of carrying on a business

within the State of Tennessee. We are printing the charter in another part

of this report, so that each delegate may have a copy of the same, and be

better prepared to consider the recommendation which we intend to make

concerning the same. We do not believe that there is the least cause for

alarm, so far as our property rights are concerned, but we do believe that it

it would be more in keeping with sound business principles and common
sense to reshape our constitution and our charters so as to make them con-

sistent one with the other.

We recommend—8. That the present Board of Mangers be requested

to draft an amended charter for the management of our Sunday School

Union that shall vest the final say in all matters concerning its welfare in

the General Conference of the A. M. E. Church.
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4. That in order that recommendation there (3) may be carried out with

the least agitation and the interest of the general church be best con-

served, that the personnel of our Board of Managers remain as at present.

IT WILL BE SEEN THAT WE DID EVERYTHING WE COULD DO
FOUR YEARS AGO TO BRING THIS MATTER CLEARLY BEFORE
YOU. LET'S READ THIS CHARTER.

CHARTER OF INCORPORATION.

State of Tennessee.

Be it known, That Charles S. Smith, Henry M. Turner, Evans Tyrce,

Green L. Jackson, and Lewis Winter, all citizens and residents of the United
States of America desire to be incorporated and are hereby constituted a

body politic corporate by the name and style of "The Sunday School Union
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church." The object of said corpora-

tion shall be to organize and carry on Sunday School work among the people

of the United States of America and elsewhere; to unite and extend the same;
to encourage the holding of Normal Institutes for the training of Sunday
School teachers: to print and publish religious literature and sell the same;
also to print and publish any other kind of literature that may be approved
of by the Board of Managers, and to sell the same to Sunday Schools or to

persons engaged in promoting the religious, moral and intellectual welfare

of Society; to impart information concerning the best methods of govern-

ing, conducting and equipping Sunday Schools and to equip the same in

every particular, and that all of said operations shall be under the control

and direction of the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church and subject to its orders, laws and directions.

The chief office of said corporation shall be located at Nashville, Tenn-
essee.

The general powers of said Corporation shall be, to sue and be sued by the

corporate name, to have and use a common seal, which it may alter at pleas-

ure; if no common seal, then the signature of the name of the corporation by
any duly authorized officer shall be legal and binding; to purchase and hold

or receive by gift, bequest or devise, in addition to the personal property

owned by the corporation, real estate necessary for the transaction of the

corporate business, and also to purchase or accept any real estate in payment
or in part payment of any debt due to the corporation, and sell the same, to

establish by-laws, and make all rules and regulations not inconsistent with

the laws and Constitution deemed expedient for the management of cor-

porate affairs; and to appoint such subordinate officers and agents in ad-

dition to a President and Secretary or Treasurer, as the business of the cor-

poration may require, designate the name of the office and fix the compen-
sation of the officer.

The said five or more incorporators shall, within a convenient time after

the registration of this Charter in the office of the Secretary of State, elect

from their number a President. Secretary and Treasurer, or the two last



356 Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session

offices may be combined into one; said officers and the other incorporators

to constitute the first Board of Directors. In all elections each member to

be entitled to one vote, either in person or by proxy, and the result to be

determined by a majority of the votes cast. Due notice of any election

must be given by advertisement in a newspaper, personal notice to the mem-
bers, or a day stated on the minutes of the Board six months preceding the

election. The Board of Directors shall keep a record of all their proceedings,

which shall be at all time subject to the inspection of any member. The
corporation may establish branches in any other county in the State.

The Board of Directors may have the power to increase the number of

Directors to seven or ten if they deem the interest of the corporation requires

such increase. And the first or any subsequent Board of Directors may have

the power to elect other members, who on acceptance of membership, shall

become corporators equally with the original corporators. The Board of

Directors shall have a right to determine what amount of money paid into

the Treasury shall be a prerequisite for membership, or if necessary, what
amount shall be thus annually paid, and a failure thus to pay shall, in the

discretion of the Directors, justify the expulsion of said defaulting member.

The term of all officers may be fixed by the by-laws, the said term not, how-

ever, to exceed three years. All officers hold over until their successors are

duly elected and qualified.

The general welfare of society, not individual profit, is the object for which

this Charter is granted, and hence the members are not stockholders in the

legal sense of the term, and no dividends or profits shall be divided among
the members. The members may at any time voluntarily dissolve the cor-

poration by a conveyance of its assets and property to any other corporation

holding a Charter from the State for the purposes not of individual profit

first providing for corporate debts.

A violation of any of the provisions of this Charter, shall subject the cor-

poration to dissolution at the instance of the State.

This Charter is subject to modification or amendment; and in case said

modification or amendment is not accepted, corporate business is to cease,

and the assets and property, after the payment of debts, are to be conveyed

as aforesaid, to some other corporation holding a Charter for purposes not

connected with individual profit. Acquiescence in any modification thus

declared shall be determined in a meeting specially called for that purpose

and only those voting in favor of the modification shall thereafter compose

the corporation.

The means, assets, income or other property of the corporation shall not

be employed directly or indirectly for any other purpose whatever than to

accomplish the legitimate objects of its creation, and by no implication sh^ll

it possess the power to issue notes or currency, deal in currency, notes or

coin, buy or sell products, or engage in a^y kind of trading operation, nor

hold any more real estate than is necessary for its legitimate purposes.
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Expulsion shall be the only remedy for the non-payment of dues by the

members, and there shall be no individual liability against the members for

corporate de))ts, but the entire corporate property shall be liable for the

claims of creditors.

We the undersized, apply to the State of Tennessee, by virtue of the laws

of the lands, for a Charter of Incorporation for the purposes and with the

powers, etc., declared in the foregoing instrument.

CHARLES S. SMITH,
HENRY M. TURNER,
EVANS TYTIEE,
GREEN LEE JACKSON,
LEWIS WINTER.

STATE OF TENNESSEE—DAVIDSON COUNTY.

Personally appeared before me, W. T. SMITH, Clerk of the Covmttj Court

of said County, the uithin named Charles S. Smith, Henry M. Turner, Evans

Tyree, Green Lee Jackson and Levis Winter the bargainers u-ith whom, I am
personally acqv.a'>ntcd, and who ackrwwledged that they execv.ted the annexed in-

strument for the purpose therein contained.

WITNESS, m,y hand, at office, this eighth day of Fcbrv.cry, 1889

W. T. SMITH, Clerk,

By E. K. GLENN, D. C.

STATE OF TENNESSEE—DAVIDSON COUNTY.

Register's Office, Feb. 11, 1889.

7, T. S. LUSTY, Deputy Register for saidCov.nty , do certify that theforegoing

Instrum,ent and Certificate are registered in said Office in Book No. 76, Page

116; tlict they were received Febru.ary 11, '89 at 4:42 o'clock p. m., and were

entered in NoteBook 10, Page 143.

T. S. LUSTY, Deputy Register Davidson County.

I, CHARLES A. MILLER, Secretary of the State of Tennessee do certify

that the foregoing Instrum,evt, with Certificates of acknov lcdgm.ent of Probate

and Registration, was filed in nzy office for registration on the 18</j day of

Febrr.ary 1889, and rcorded on the 18</i day of February, 1889, in Corpora-

tion Record Book "0," in said office, page 103, et sqe.

In Testimony Whereof, 1 have hereunto subscribed yny Official Signature

and by order of the Governor, affixed the Great Seal of the State of Tennessee at

the department in the City of Nashville, this ISth day of February, A . D. 1889.

C. A. MILLER, Secretary of State.

Had it not been for the decision of one Bishop, made without the support

and approval of the other members of the bench, which nullified all the work
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of the last General Conference, we believe that such authority as was asked

for by your Board would have been granted, and we all would have been
spared much of the embarrassment that followed. Not only did your
Secretary make such an ap'peal concerning this charter as is expressed

above, but the charter itself was printed verbatim, that every intelligent

memlier could carefully read it for himself and see what serious dangers

lurked in the wording of that instrument.

There is not one chance in a thousand of our having such experiences as

the Vanderbilt and Baptist Publishing Houses' cases brought to their re-

spective denominations, but certainly we cannot be too careful. It's a

clear head with common sense that's needed right through here. Your own
selected Board, in order to protect your property rights, accepted st the

hands of the original incorporators, an official election as trustees of the

Sunday School Union under the charter granted by the State of Tennessee.

They now are not only morally bound to you under the constitution of the

Union, but are legally bound also, to the State of Tennessee under the

charter. Your duty is to study carefully this instrurrent under which you

have up to the present time, been operating, and if you agree with the re-

commendations made by your Secretary four years ago, and which are re-

peated but with more emphasis again, instruct your Board accordingly, but

pray, Brethren, do no<: embarrass them in their work by petty, political

maneuvers. Speaking for myself, let me say I have no "ax to grind."

A large share of the great volume of prof ts reported to you, I could

just as easily have had for myself in a privately conducted institution.

My one chief ambition has been to build up through our Sunday School

forces, a mammoth publishing house within the Church, and if I thought

that after bringing to you such returns as I have, I must resort to chicanery

and trickery to remain in your employ, I would hasten to retire. Certainly

I have enemies, but any General Officer who refuses to be a cringing,

crawling, negative quantity, without the courage to express an opinion,

perchance he has one, must expect to have enemies.

While we were in attendance upon the hst General Conference four years

ago, we received a telegram from James Caldwell and Company, Real Estate

Dealers, making us a fat offer of $9,200 for oUr old building on the Public

Square. We telegraphed our acceptance, and ordered said frm to proceed

with the preparation of the papers. When the time came for signing the

papers, we produced the resolution you passed at Kansas City aut/iorizing

the sale of the property according to the wording of the deed, but the lawyer

for the purchaser asked to see the records of the Board in order to ascertain

if all the requirements of the charter under which we were working, had been

complied with, and especially anxious were they to know if the men serving

as trustees were duly elected in regular order as per the provisions of the

Charter. When they learned that (1) The charter, after being granted, had

never been properly filed with the Court in accordance with the law of the

State and was fOr that reason imperfect; (2) That there was no record to show
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that the provision of charter requiring an "organization of the Board" im-

mediately following the granting of the charter had been carried out;

(3) That the General Conference of the Church, instead of the Board of

Trustees themselve's, had been appointing Board Members; they frankly

advised their client that such title as we were offering, was of no account.

We might say that while these lawyers were making their investigations, we
had the President df the Board, Rev. G. L. .lackson, one of the original incor-

porators, and other Board Members, go and make a personal appeal to these

lawyers, assure them that there was not the slightest danger of any trouble

folldwing the sale, a.s we had full authority from the General Conference to

sell the property, but nothing would move them. They frankly, but politely

informed us that they understood our position, and ktiew we were clothed

with full authority to act for the Church, but that the Church, as such, had

no power to sell

.

Having failed here, your Secretary consented to pay the cost of a "friendly

suit" before a Chancery Court, in the ho'pe that a decree in our favor

might "perfect" our title and permit us to put through the deal. Judge

Newman ruled agafn^t us.

OUR LAST CHANCE.

It occurred to us, after studying the charter for several months, that there

still was left what might in the end furnish us a fighting chance. We noticed

that of the five original incorporators, there were still living: Bishop C. S.

Smith, Bishop Evans Tyree and Rev. G. L. Jackson, none of whom, how-
ever, belonged to the present Board. We first took the charter and had it

filed in the Court, where it should have been filed thirty years ago. Then
we got in touch with Bishops Smith and Tyree and Rev. Jackson, and arranged

to have them come to Nashville, April 9, 1918. Incidentally, April 9, 1918

was the date of the regular meeting of the Board of Managers appointed by
the Church. What happened, can be best explained by the record itself;

MEETING OF "ORIGINAL INCORPORATORS."

First Day's Session.

Nashville, Tennessee, April 9, 1918.

The Board of Incorporators of the Sunday School Union of the African

Methodist Episcopal Church, met in special session at the Publishing House
on the corner of Eighth and Lea Avenues, for the purpose of organization,

in pursuance to the Charter granted them by the Secretary of State of the

State of Tennessee on the 18th day of February, 1889.

Devotional services were conducted by Rev. M. S. Bryant.

The meeting was then called to order by Bishop C. S. Smith. Upon
motion of Rev. G. L. Jackson, seconded by Bishop Evans Tyree, Bishop

C. S. Smith was elected Chairman. Rev. G. L. Jackson was then called to
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the chair. Upon motion of Bishop Evans Tyree, seconded by Bishop C.
S. Smith, Rev. G. L. Jackson was elected Secretary.

The Roll of Incorporators was then called, the following being the names
thereof: Bishop C. S. Smith, Bishop H. M. Turner, Bishop Evans Tyree,
Rev. G. L. Jackson^ Mr. Lewis Winter. The following answered to their

names: Bishop C. S. Smith, Bishop Evans Tyree, Rev. G. L. Jackson. The
deaths of Bishop H. M. Turner and Mr. Lewis Winter were reported.

It was moved by Bishop Evans Tyree, and seconded by Rev. G. L. Jack-

son, that Bishop J. S. Flipper be elected to fill the vacancy created by the

death of Bishop H. M. Turner; and Mr. Ira T. Biyant to fill the vacancy
created by the death of Mr. Lewis Winter. Cairied.

Upon motion of Bishop Evans Tyree, seconded by Rev. G. L. Jackson,

the number of directors was increased from five to ten.

It was moved by Rev. G. L. Jackson, seconded by Bishop Evans Tyree
that the following person be added to the Board of Directors:

Mr. Richard Hill, Rev. A. P. Gray, Mr. Jefi'erson Rhodes, Mr. Levi

Adams, Rev. M. S. Bryant. Carried. Bishop J. S. Flipper, Mr. Ira T.

Bryant and Rev. M. S. Bryant being present, were called in and notified of

their election, signified their acceptance and participated in the further

proceedings of the Board. Rem.arks were made by Mr. Ira T. Bryant.

Bishop Evans Tyree in the chair. Bishop C. S. Smith respectfully tendered

his resignation as Chairman of the Board. Upon motion of Bishop J. S.

Flipper, seconded by Rev. G. L. Jackson, the resignation of Bishop C. S.

Smith as Chairman of the Board, was accepted with regrets. Bishop C. S.

Smith then moved that Bishop J. S. Flipper be elected Chaiman of the

Board. Seconded by Rev. M. S. Bryant. Carried. Bishop Flipper then

took the chair. It was then moved by Bishop Evans Tyree, seconded by
Rev. G. L. Jackson, that Mr. Ira T. Bryant be elected Secretary-Treasurer.

Carried. Moved by Bishop C. S. Smith, seconded by Rev. G. L. Jackson

that the term of office of the President and the Secretary-Treasurer go into

efi'ect from this date and continue in efi'ect until the assembling of the next

General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, May, 1920.

Carried.

It was then moved by Bishop C. S. Smith, seconded by Bishop Evans

Tyree that the following resolution be adopted:

Resolution.

Whereas, Our old building, 206 Pubhc Square, Nashville, Tenn., has be-

come inadequate for the needs of the corporation; And
Whereas, By reason of this fact we were forced to buy property elsewhere;

Be it

Resolved, That the Secretary-Treasurer, and the President of the Board

of Directors, be, and the same are authorized to dispose of the old site at

206 Public Square, and apply the proceeds thereof to the indebtedness of

our new plant at the corner of Eighth and Lea Avenues, South; and. Be

it further
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Resolved, That all powor and authority be specifically conferred upon the

Secretary-Treiu uror and the President of the Boai'd of Directors to sign such

papers as may be necessary for the carrying out of such plans.

After remarks of commendation upon the appearance of the new Pub-

lishing House of the Sunday School Union of the African Methodist Epis-

copal Church, by Bishops C. S. Smith and Evans Tyree, it was moved and

seconded, that no further business, the meeting adjourn sine die. Carried.

Benediction by Rev. G. L. Jackson.

J. S. FLIPPER, President.

IRA T. BRYANT, Secretary.

We wish to state that after the adverse ruling of Judge Newman, the

original ofter made by the Caldwell Company was withdrawn, and they

dropped out of the case entirely. About Nov., 1918, we had an ofier of

$9000.00 made us by another firm, which we "RELUCTANTLY" accepted.

Like the other buyer they asked to see our "records," but this time we were

fixed, and the sale went through.

Our Increased Assets.

It is true in business, as it is in every other department of human endeavor,

that "a standing still is a going back." No man with brains, would style an

institution or an individual successful who is merely "holding his own," or,

commonly speaking, "m.eeting expenses." There are but three ways to

determine the success of a business institution—its dividends, its assets, or

its charities. It goes without the saying, that liquidated debts generally

create assets, provided the money for paying the debts came out of the re-

ceipts of the business, and was not donated by some other power for reasons

of sentiment. It's true that you have given this department during these

past four years, about $11,000 as one-fourth of your Children's Day Collec-

tion. In reality you have given us nothing, as we have sacrificed more than

$20,000 in our policy of "keeping down the prices on printing." What we
are endeavoring to say is, that had we increased our prices to the extent other

denominations increased theirs, our receipts would be about $20,000 greater

than they are.

The quadrennial receipts of this department when we took charge of the

work, were $104,000. The receipts for the first quadrennium. of our admin-

istration, 1908-1912, were $148,805.68; an increase of $44,805.68. For

the second quadrennium of our administration, 1912-16, the receipts were

$185,391.78; an increase over our first quadrennium of $36,586.10. Our
receipts for this quadrennium have been $262,643.34; an increase over

last quadrennium. of $77,251.56. Since the receipts of the department

for .the four years previous to our taking charge were $104,000, our present

quadrennium.'s receipts of $262,643.34 means that we have increased the

business of your Sunday School Union $158,643.34. That's certainly a pretty

big record, brethren, so far as receipts are concerned. But receipts are some-

times misleading. They may mean something; they may mean nothing. A
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man might borrow $5,000, enter it on the debit and credit side of his ledger,

and call it receipts, but that does not make it such. Of course we have done
no such thing. The thing, and the one chief thing that counts in the final

analysis, is profits. What have you left after paying your debts, in the form
of cash or other assets? That's the question. The total indebtedness of the

Sunday School Union when we reported at Philadelphia, was $23,658.78.

Our new building was responsible for that debt. We had already bought and
paid for the house East of us on Lea Avenue, at a cost of Sixteen Hundred
($1600.00) Dollars. As a result of our rapidly increasing business, we had
outgrown our mechanical quarters, and were forced to provide m.ore room..

This we did by building the beautiful annex shown in the accom.paning

picture, which furnished us a large garage for trucks, cars, etc., on the base-

ment floor, spacious building quarters on the first floor, and beautiful, well-

lighted roof garden on second floor, at a cost of $4100.00. The second lot of

thirty feet was already the property of the Union. We then bought the

Cornelius lot of thirty feet for $1400; the Evans lot of 70 feet, for $3400; the

house and lot of the Capital Engraving Co., on the corner of Shirley and

Eighth Avenue, for 4300. Now this entire block, in the very heart of Nash-

ville, and in a section of the city that is growing in leaps and bounds as the

"business-center" of Nashville, belongs to the Sunday School Union of the

A. M. E. Church. No Negro Publishing Plant in the country com.pares with

ours. We have added since the last General Conference, one Babcock

Cylinder Press with Cross Feeder, at a cost of $4,000, also one $2000 one-ton

Denby truck. In other words, we have added assets in the form of

—

Current Obligations (Ex. A) $ 1478 .85

Outstanding Notes (Ex. C.) 13582 .00

Total Liabilities 15060.85

By cash on hand 4139.00

Liabilities in excess of Cash on Hand 10921 .85

Bills Collectible (Ex. Bj 13.203.92

Bills Collectible in excess of Obhgations $ 2282 .07

Increased Assets During Present Quadrennium.

Cornelius Property $ 1400.00

Hershburg Property 8000 .00

Evans Property 3400 .00

Capital Engraving Co., Property -- 4300 .CO

New Printing Press 4000,00

New Intertype Typesetting Machine 3000 ,00

Addition to Building 4100 .00

Denby Automobile Truck 2000.00

$ 30200 .00
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Nobody can. accuse us of being boastful, but certainly we point to the

achievpmciits of this depai tment for the past twelve years, with a degree of

of pride. A most liberal valuation of your plant when we took charge,

would not exceed $25,000. A most conservative estimate today, even by our

enemies, would not place it below $150,000. Come, see for yourself. We
closed our report last quadrennium with an indebtedness of $ 23658 .78

We have increased assets this quadrennium of 30200 .00

Total $ 53858 .78

We have paid on this big debt 42936 93

Leaving a present indebtedness of only $10921.85.

We have collectible bills to the am.ount of $18203.92, of which fully $12,000

is "as good as gold," and our failure to get the cash was due to our inability to

finish the work in time to make a collection. Of the $10,921.85 debt, $10,000

represents a mortage held by the North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co.

of Durham, N. C. Finally, Brethren, it's not the amount of business you do

it's what you get as profits, that counts.

We Recommend,

1. That the General Conference authorize the Financial Secretary to pay
to the Sunday School Union $313.09, the amount due this department at the

time of the death of Mrs. Laura Lemon Turner, for work on the Woman's
Missionary Recorder.

2. That the Southern Christian Recorder be again located in Nashville,

Tenn., that $1,000 be allowed for white paper for the Southern Christian

Recorder, that the present subscription price rem.ain at $1.50 per year, and
that the Southern Christian Recorder be placed under the Sunday School

Union Board, whose duty it shall be to see that an equitable division of all

receipts is made between these two departments of the Church.

3. That the present Board of Managers be requested to draft an amended
charter for the management of our Sunday School Union that shall vest the

f nal say in all matters concerning its welfare in the General Conference of the

A. M. E. Church.

4. That in order that recom.m,endation three may be carried out with the

least agitation and the interest of the general church be best conserved,

that the personnel of our Board of Managers remain as at present.

EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE EDITOR OF THE
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN RECORDER.

To the Bishpps and Members of the Twenty-sixth Session of the A. M. E. Gen-

eral Conference, convened in St. LovAs, Mo., May 3rd, A. D. 1920.

My Dear Fathers and Brethren: Our infinite and ever merciful God
hath so extended His pro\idences, that we are permitted to assemble in

another General Conference for the purpose of furthering the advancement
of His kingdom on earth, by conserving the ends for which He hath made us
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leaders and co-workers. We feel keenly the grave responsibilities that
await us, as legislators for the Church of the living and only true God.
His mysterious providences, wonderful mercies and undeserved graces have
kept us until this moment and as one of the thankful recipients of these and
other bestowals from our God, I beg to submit an account of my steward-
ship during the quadrennium, embracing time from June 1st, A. D. 1916,
to the present fiscal year ending March 30th, 1920. We therefore submit
this our Fourth Quadrennial report which completes the thirty-second

year of the existence of the Southern Christian Recorder and the Eighth
Quadrennial report and the work of five editors elected by the General Con-
ference and one by the Board of Managers, to fill the unexpired time of a

deceased Editor; aggregating six for the Church and one "for the Southern
Recorder, which name was changed to the Southern Christian Recorder
after the Church purchased it from the late Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D., LL.
D., who was editor and owner of the Southern Recorder. Your humble
servant the only living of the seven, now presents our Fourth Quadrennial

report embracing time commencing June 1st, 1916 to March 30th, 1920.

We are again thankful to Almighty God for the extension of His Providences

in more ways than we can number or comprehend—grace, mercy and some-

times peace, have com^e to us, from the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We feel obligated to the A. M. E. Church for the high degree of confidence,

in us confided through the agency of her General Conference, by electing us

to conduct one of her official organs—The Southern 'Christian Recorder.

In this capacity we have done the best we could under the circumstances.

Four Years of Universal Tlnrest.

The World Wars have caused all Christendom sustained, directly or in-

directly, such losses in blocd and money that put us all in mourning.

Kingdoms have been overthrown; Monarchies have been overturned; Re-

publics have been disrupted; Commerce has been impeded; Treaties have

been disregarded; Labor has disorganized capital; High cost of living

has invaded every nation; Arbitration has been supplanted by revolution;

Democracy has been abused and right has been substituted by might;

Racial prejudices have increased; avarice and profiteering have obtained in

all sections of the land; Rebellion has pervaded every governm.ent; mil-

lions of people have discarded the churches, the religion of the Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ has been denounced by infidels and weaklings, and

many other awful events have transpired since the rise of our last Quad-

rennial Session of the General Conference.

So far, the world war has failed to establish absolute democracy in any

country. Our country that claims to stand at the head for universal de-

mocracy is as far from the standard as the most obscure portions of Eu-

rope. Great Britain, whose dominion covers nearly one-fourth of the civi-

lized world, has fallen far below the standard. Today Great Britain is

wrestling with her Irish problem. The United States is dealing with her
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Negro propaganda and both of these, the strangest governments in the

world, are existing under the condemnation of all the world besides, on

account of the oppressions inflicted upon large portions of their helpless

constituency. Every effort put forth by the Governments to eliminate

evils has been a flat failure. The thinking world has decided that there is

only one organization that can reach the disease that has been contracted

by all lands. First: the people are convinced that the panacea must come

from God and the only way to God is through His church. Consequently

the weight of the world is now resting with that Church, that Jesus de-

clared, "The gates of hell shall not prevail against."

The A. M. E. Branch of the Christian Church has established a South-

ern wing of its official organ and named it, "The Southern Christian Re-

corder" and your humble servant has enjoyed the distinction of its Editor-

Manager.

In the discharge of the duties encumbered, we have been forced to bear

a portion of every impediment that was caused by the condition of the world.

Our Plans to Meet the Obstacles.

After prayerful meditation, we decided that among other important ef-

forts to be made that we would exhaust every laudable exertion to accom-

plish three leading objects. First to raise higher the popularity of the paper

by making it readable. Second: Not to miss a single issue and third, to

carry to the next General Conference a balance account, thereby reporting

no deficit, which would be the first time in its history.

In the prosecution of the first object we have endeavored to give our sub-

scribers of every rank a hearing through the columns of the Southern Chris-

tian Recorder with the restriction confined to respectability and to the ex-

clusion rtf mud slinging and unpleasant controversy. The next endeavor

has been to publish helpful and instructing editorials dealing principally with

live to'pics, looking to the advancement and to loosen the tension of racial

conditions by appropriate, conservative and logical arguments and es-

pecially when pleading for justice for our race and the interest of the Church

and the suffering ministry that has so nobly kept alive and burning, the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ. We have made special efforts to educate our laymen

up to the realization of the fact that God requires them to pay better

salaries to the shepherds of their flocks and reports have been made to us

approving such editorials. We are convinced that these endeavors helped

all concerned from the fact that nearly every leading minister now wants

to read the Southern Christian Recorder. Its popularity has grown from

a cotton string to one of the strongest connectional cords in the A. M. E.

Church.

The second propaganda was "Not to miss an issue." This resolution

was a mere extension of our former pledge made when the Southern Chris-

tian Recorder was considered a joke, and one that had no standing as one

of the organs of the Church. Many said it will never live. To subscribe
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for it was predicated upon the practice of charity. It had not been raised

from a patented sheet and an irregular visitor and few complained when
they could get one S. C. R. per month.
The church had practically conceded the privilege to this paper, to issue

the paper irregularly and to publish a patented sheet at that, i. e., the church
quit complaining. We knew of no other so-called Church organ that was
as significant in the Church as this one was. We promised the Church to

not fail to get out one issue of an all original paper every time God gave us

a Tnursday. Up to this week, we have not gotten out a single patented is-

sue, nor failed to publish an original paper for every Thursday from the first

we published in June, 1904 to May 6, A. D. 1920.

We have sustained some narrow escapes, but by the help and guidance

of a never failing God, we come to you with a perfect file without the loss

if a single issue.

Our Third Movement.

Was to guard against a deficit at this General Conference. Of all others

this was the most perplexing. Out of the then twenty-eight years of the ex-

istence of the paper, with the experience and faithful energies of six other

strong Editors, such a thing had never been done, but we decided to under-

take the job. Thus we asked Prcf. Ira T. Bryant, Sec.-Treas., S. S. Union

Department to make a bid for the publication. He did so, the bid follows:

"The Su'nday S. Union Dept., Manager agreed to furnish all the materials,

print and mail out the S. C. R. for 75 per cent of all subscriptions, and all

advertisements for the house and that the Southern Christian Recorder

Editor-Mgr., must pay all agents' fees traveling expense, his office clerks,

stationery, postage, etc., used in the Editor's office out of 25 per cent of sub-

scriptions and what he could get from outside advertisement, which is very

little. We have operated under the outlined contract, notwithstanding

the fact that the 25 per cent we agreed to retain and accepted could not meet

the demands of the office and agencies. There is one item mentioned that

had to be paid out of the 25 per cent, the amount paid to agents, mostly at

annual conferences, that we could not reach in person. Our financial re-

port herewith attached will show that we have paid to agents at Annual

Conferences, during this quadrennium nearly two thousand dollars. We
were necessarily compelled to use our daughter for office clerk as we could

not pay the price that any other as well prepared would have rightfully

charged. The financial Board made two donations to the Southern Christian

Recorder Dept. One for $100 in the first portion of the Quardennium and

later another for $300 aggregating $400 for the Quadrennium. This donation

with others we shall mention enabled us to report the Department without

asking the payment of a deficit. This is the first time in .^2 years the paper

has existed, that no deficit was reported to the General Conference by this

Department. And the Southern Christian Recorder is the only weekly

periodical that has not missed one issue in 16 years, and the Southern Chris-
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tian Recorder Department is the only one that has no side help with which

to win out in the fight for a respectable existence. All the other periodicals

reaped the benefit derived from the sale of books advertised therein, but

that profit went to the S. S. Union Department in the case of the S. C. R.

Besides other advantages not mentioned, but not one more than it should

have been but agreed to let that profit go to the S. S. Union.

Had to Increase the Price.

During the war the cost of every thing was increased from 50 to 100 per

cent and we were satisfied that if the General Conference could have fore-

seen those extraordinary conditions, it would have raised the prices to cor-

respond with the inevitable, but in the absence of the possiblity of asking

the General Conference to act, we appealed to the next and only legal power,

the bench of Bishops. We therefore put the matter before every active

Bishop in our church, asking permission to increase the price to $1.50 per

year. This request was granted by every Bishop without a single excep-

tion. This change went into effect September 1st, 1918, which increase

rendered some relief to the department in so far as paying more than the ori-

ginal contract with the S. S. Union provided for. The original contract

provided that we pay the S. S. Union three-fourths of the subscriptions, but

Prof. Bryant contended that the 50 cents increase should all be paid to the

S. S. Union and that we should reserve only 25 cents out of the $1.50 sub-

scriptions which amounted to 16 2-3 per cent. We contended that the S. S.

Union was entitled to the same proportion of the increase that the contract

gave of the $1.00 subscriptions, 75 per cent. This we thought was fair. But
after some unpleasant squabbling we consented to the contention of Prof.

Bryant with certain modifications, in stipulated circumstances. Thus
settled the 50 cents controversy. Under these conditions this report Cvill

show that the S. C. R. department had paid to the S. S. Union department

during the quadrennium, taking in three full years and ten months ending

March 30th, 1920, wtfich time closed this fiscal year $11,109.78 in cash

and in addition to all of the advertisements for books, etc., for the S. S.

Union for which no charges were made. This being every cent promised.

Sometimes Late.

As a general rule the most of the matter for the week's issue is ready every

Monday morning and the editorials, Tuesday morning. Thus prepared in

time for the press on Wednesday and mailing out Thursday. The failure

to carry out this program, when it is not done, comes from the management
of the S. S. Union Department, as to what job must be printed first. We
have done and said every thing we thought would help and hope the S. S.

Union will soon be in condition to get the paper out on time every week.
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FINANCIAL REPORT.

Paid S. S. Union Department first year $ 1954 .27

Paid S. S. Union second year 2427.40
Paid S. S. Union Dept., third year 3512 .79

Paid S. S. Union Dept., fourth year (10 mos.) 3213 .32

Grand total paid S. S. Union Dept. in the four years 'plus

ads $ 11109.78
Paid agents during the four years % 1870 .45

Paid for traveling expense, clerk, stationeries, etc 2727 .95

Total Amt., paid to all sources during the four years $ 15879 .64

Total amt. col. from subscribers, advertisements, etc., $ 14»45 .21

Balance of expense over the said collections ^. 1034 .43

The Financial Dept. donated to the S. C. R. Dept 400 .00

Donated by our office clerk and other friends 634 .43

Thus leaving us permitted to present this Department to you without

one cent of debt for the Quadrennium ending March 30th, 1920.

The Needs ot the Department.

1st. A sufficient subsidy to enable the management to employ a travel-

ing agent who can add to the support of the paper by interesting the laity

of the church and others.

2nd. To put the papers on a parity with the other departments of the

Church so far as pertains to collecting and forwarding the funds in the An-
nual Conferences, is concerned.

3rd. To enable us to take care of the unprecedented increase in print

paper, labor and other materials, which the S. S. Union Dept., is now carry-

ing.

4th. That the prices of the periodicals of the church be so grouped and

collected that the odious practice of competition be dispensed with and that

the necessity of paying agents to do what the law makers of the Church ex-

pected the Annual Conference to do. If the General Conference will help

by a reasonable subsidy, we feel safe in saying that in the future the South-

ern Christian Recorder Department will be able to hoM its board meetings,

a thing it has never been able to do, on account of its financial inability to

defray the traveling expense of its president and mem.bers. All the South-

ern Christian Recorder needs now is to be helped in this strategic struggle

and the growth will be phenom.enal.

We recommend that the needs mentioned herein be enacted into law.

Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

G. W. ALLEN, ED-MGR.
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EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE
ALLEN CHRISTIAN I^fDEAVOR LEAGUE.

Bishops and Delegates of the Tiventy-sixth General Conference of the A. M. E.

Church.

Rev. Sirs and Brethren:

I praise God, whose I am and whom I serve, that I have been permitted

through His mercy to render to you my third Quadrennial report as Secre-

tary of the Allen Christian Endeavor League, the Young People's Depart-

ment of our Church.

I am happy to report that in the midst of stress and storm, in the midst

of war and strife, God has wonderfully blessed is in the work of the League

during these four years. In grateful recognition of Jehovah's goodness and

gracious leadership, the league has m.oved forward. Judged by all standards

the most pessim.istic must confess that the Allen Christian Endeavor League

is a necessity and is worth while, having becom,e a dynamic force in our

Church's life and activities.

A Demand for the League.

The growing ascendency of the moral and spiritual forces is a marked
feature of this century. Never before was the Christian religion so much
needed as now. The Cross never meant so" much as now and the Gospel

never was greeted by so many doors of opportunity. The World's War
has made it possible for a World's Democracy, which will answer the prayer

of the Master, "That they all may be one." Young people are certainly

to be congratulated upon their patrimony, and that it is alloted to them to

work out their destiny in such a day of promise and possibility as this, be-

ing as they are indeed, "Heirs of all the ages in the foremost files of time.

The demand of the League began with the recognition of the possibilities

and powers of the young people. There are however other considerations

among which the loss of young people from the Church deserves attention.

Thousands slip from their cables and drift away every year. Seventy-five

per cent of the young m.en of the country are outside of the Church alto-

gether.

Am.ong the m.any causes contributing to the deplorable state of things is

the lack of home training. The family altar and the open Bible in the hom.e

have been discarded. And sad to say, the Church has not fully awakened
to its duty concerning the young people. The Church must rem,ember

that the young people are not merely to be saved, but are saved to serve.

Hence they are to be trained and developed. First of all, for their own
sake, they should be trained to work in the Lord's vineyard. Building

upon the one foundation, Jesus Christ, with self-sacrificing zeal, pure love

and unwaivering faith, they must "be always abounding in the work of the

Lord."
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Some of the Things For Which the League Stands.

The League stands for the Confession of Christ, Service for Christ, Fel-

lowship in Chiist and Loyalty to Christ's Church. It en).phasizes the study

of the Bible, prayer and consecration.

The League believes like Wesley: "At it and all at it and always at it."

It finds a task for each, the least as well as the greatest, for the young and

most different as well as the few natural born leaders. It is thoroughly

evangelical, defining evangelical as a personal faith in the divine human
person and atoning work of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiist as the only

and sufficient source of salvation.

The League has aided the Church in solving the great problem of assign-

ing to every man his woik and of inspiring every professing Christian to

fill the task for which he is best adapted. It has opened to the young,

congenial spheres of activity which have proven m.ore fascinating and sat-

isfying than worldly pleasures, besides furnishing an avenue for the devel-

opm.ent of their spiritual life. It has proven a Training School for the

young where they have been trained in the spirit of testim.ony and of aggres-

sive, consecrated service.

Cur Literature.

We are publishing all kinds of literature for the League and are happy
to say that many of the Leagues are patronizing us. We are selling thous-

ands of Quarterlies and the consensus is that they are filling a long felt want.

Our new books, the "Bible Manual" and "Socials to Uplift" have found a

ready sale, many of the Schools and Colleges having adopted the Bible

Manuel as a text book.

It has been our aim. to sell the literature at the m.ost reasonable prices in

order that all Leagues could be supplied, and we have been able to do so

through the generosity of the Secretary of the Sunday School Union, who
though paying three tim.es as much a pound for paper, has not charged us

one cent m.ore for printing our literature, using as he has, the money com.-

ing to the Sunday School Union for Children's Day as a m.eans to supply

the demand for which we are exceedingly grateful. We have also furnished

literature free to Leagues in the Mission fields, besides giving away thous-

ands of pieces of literature as samples for the purpose of organizing.

The Pastor And the League.

For the sake of the perpetuity of the Church, must the young be led to

active Christian work, and a pastor who neglects his young people is der-

elict to the all important work God has comm.issoned him. to do. Christ

not only said: "Feed my sheep," but "Train m,y lam.bs," and it is these

lambs that must be trained, and nurtured and developed to become
strong, obedient, faithful sheep.

There are som.e pastors, and thank God, they are growing fewer every

year, who do not pay any attention to the yourig people in the Church or
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community. Such a pastor has only a short time to live, ministerially

for his days are numbered. For no pastor can successfully accomplish the

work before him without taking an interest in his young people.

Blest indeed, is that Church where the pastor rallies about him, not only

in seasons of revival, but throughout the year, a band of well-disciplined,

earnest, loyal, consecrated young people—a true Gideon's band—always

ready to do and dare for Christ. For the enlistment, training and employ-

m.ent of such forces, the pastor is chiefly responsible, and to the solution of

this momentous problem he should give m.uch anxious and prayerful thought.

Through its various committees, the League becom.es the pastor's right

arm. for reaching out among the people. In this age of multiplying duties,

many things m.ust remain undone, unless the preacher in charge can en-

list others to assist him.. The League with its Look-Out Com.mittee to wel-

come strangers in the Church, look up derelict and indifferent members,

the Relief Com.m.itte^ to help relieve suffering humanity, the Prayer Meet-

ing, the Social, the Tem.perance, the Flower, the Good literature, the Sunday
School, the Missionary and many others keep the young people at work
for young people like to work.

In conclusion, let me express my appreciation for the assistance rendered

me by the President and members of the Board of Control, the Secre-

tary of the Sunday School Union, the Bishops, ministers and lay workers,

including the State, Conference and District Superintendents. Further-

more I have been delighted, for the most part with the quality of our League

leaders all over the Connection. The men and women who have led on the

work are a splendid exhibition of the results of the League training today.

The hope of the Church is in these practical and efficient Allen Christian

Endeavors whose daily prayer is also ours

—

"0 Lord and Master of us all,

What'er our name or sign.

We own Thy sway, we hear Thy call.

We test our lives by Thine."

Yours in the Service of Christ and the Young People.

Recommendations.

1. We recommend that the law on page 390, Book of Discipline, Article

6, be so amended as to read: "To maintain the work of the Allen Christian

Endeavor League, each Church shall be required to report ONE DOLLAR
at the Annual Conference under the caption: "How much tor the Allen

Christian Endeavor League?" One-half of which shall go to the Super-

annuated Preachers' Fund.

2. We recommend that one night or one afternoon be given to the young
people in the Annual Conference to be known as the Young People's Anni-

versary, under the auspices of the Sunday Schools and Allen C. E. Leagues

and that a suitable program be arranged for the occasion.
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3. We recommend that the General Church observe the week before
Easter as Self-Denial Week, evangelistic services being held every night
and a Self-Denial Offering be taken for the underpaid ministers.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Receipts.

1916-1917 $ 2539.31
191Y-1918 3977.96
1918-1919 . 5017.21
1919-1920 5577.20

Total Receipts % 17111 .68

Disbursements.

1916-1917 $ 2802.09
1917-1918 2881.13
1918-1919 4600.45
1919-1920 5773.15

Total Disbursements $ 16056.82

Total Receipts 17111.68

Total Disbursem.ents 16056 .82

Balance $ 1054.76

Donated to Superannuated P. F 1000 .00

Balance on hand $ 54.76

Literature on hand and Fixtures 1250 .00

Respectfully submitted,

JULIAN C. CALDWELL, Secretary.

The Annual Dollar by Districts.

First District $ 383.50

Second District 400 .75

Third District 80 .00

Fourth District 359.50

Fifth District : 739.05

Sixth District 450 .00

Seventh District 45 .00

Eighth District 310 .00

Ninth District 95.00

Tenth District 37.00

Eleventh District 1 547 . 52
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Twelfth District

.

Fifteenth District

$ ! 2 .80

68 .00

Total $ 5343 .12

FKATEKNAL MESSAGE TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT ST. LOUIS.
MO. MAY 1920. FROM THE M. E. CHURCH.

Dear Fathers and Brethren: Words cannot express the high sense of

honour I feel at this time. To be dispatched by the Methodist Episcopal

church with the privilege of expressing its abounding interest and hearti-

est fraternities to the African Methodist Episcopal Church in General Con-

ference assembled is an honor of great significance.

May I address you in the name and spirit of this great world church.

The Methodist Episcopal Church has been true to John Wesley who de-

clared "The World is my Parish", and to the gospel commission which di-

rected the "Go ye into all the World". Bishop Qualle says "It has worked in

all the continents of the world. It has spoken a world speech and has in that

vernacular interpreted Christ Jesus to a great multitude. "It is this great

world church which bids me bring its fraternal greetings. I would speak to

you in the polyglot tongues of its foreign constituency but their tongues

would lend to my confusion and defeat the purposes for which we are assem-

led. I would speak to you the fraternity of American Methodism washed

in the blood of our precious Christ; cleansed from its sinful tempers and

morbid animosities; zealous for Christ's kingdom among men; responding to

the vehement fires of brotherly love; and heroically contending for the ideal-

ism of the Man of Nazareth;—the safest and sanest moral philosophy,—the

surest guarantee of the world's prosperity and peace,—I speak of the most
fundamental and truest ultimatum of all Christian ethics— the fatherhood

of God and the brotherhood of man but America is but one of the world's

great moral and spiritual opportunities. The Methodism which sends me to

you "has gone world-wide" and speaks to you from all continents and all hu-

manities. I would speak to you as a colored man. It would be a distinguished

honour to represent the more than three hundred thousand colored people

who are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. You will receive

messages from groups which may not boast of as large a membership as may
be found in the colored membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

You will no doubt recall that the Bishop's address of 1916 called attention

to the fact that "The Colored members sustain precisely the same relation

to the Chi r-. h that the white members do. Both the laymen and the preach-

ers share 'n all the rights and privileges, including immunities and emolu-

ments, guaranteed any other members and we desire and expect them
to continue in the Church." These colored members rejoice with you in
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your praisew or thy achievements, share with your effort to lift the burden

of ignorance, poverty and superstition—the race's heritage of the past,

are as fully conscious of the growth of racial consciousness; and, as

keenly sensible to the grave responsibility to properly direct the present

moral ethics of the race. They respond with you in gratitude for the many
generous philanthropies of the past; appreciate the moral heroism of those

educators and missionaries whose labors have enriched our lives; join with

you in the hope of achievement; in the demonstration of merit and worth;

the attainment of m irked scholarship and an unfaulting devotion to

the altruistic ideals of Jesus Cnrist. I would speak to you in the name
of the colored members of my church for I firmly believe no man can inter-

pret the mind of the colored man as another colored man can do.

Your interests are so kindred to mine; your embarrassments and difficulties

are identical; your longings and ambitions are inspired by the same unfortu-

nate race hate; your social, political and economical privileges, hindrances

and problems are such as engage the attention of the colored man every-

where but the colored members of my church represent but a tenth of its

members.lt is not mine to bring you the greetings of a factional partner

even a factional part of the Methodist Church. Our church regards you,

its eldest daughter in Negro Methodism, with such consummate affection

that it bids me speak for its entire ministry and" membership of more

than four millions its fraternal greetings.

The custom of extending fraternal greetings between the Methodisms

of the world is a happy one. O.ur General Conference at Des Moines will re-

ceive the representatives of the different denominations with glad heart.

Of all who come none are heard with more intense interest than the rep-

resentative of the great African Methodist Episcopal Church. It was my
distinguished honor and pleasure to sit upon the platform with and listen

to the masterly address of your representative at the last Session of our

General Conference which met at Saratoga Springs in 1916. The Rev. J. C.

Anderson D. D., then pastor of Quinn Chapel, Chicago 111. was at that time

your most efficient Fraternal Delegate. He was greeted with a fine and

an enthusiastic audience and created a most favorable impression for both

your Church and the Race. I trust that I shall have the pleasure and honor

of being present when your Fraternal Messenger shall arrive at Des Moines,

la. Indeed I must be present that I may extend to him the courtesy which

you have so lavishly bestowed upon me.

Four years ago Bishop-elect Alexander Priestly Camphor D.D. bore the

fraternal greetings of our Church to you. Bishop Camphor was elected Mis-

sionary Bishop for Africa and was admirably fitted for the work. He had pre-

viously spent some considerable time on the field in Africa. He was ac-

quainted with its problems and shared in the hope of realizing for the Repub-

lic of Liberia a more vital interest and contact with the home base.

He entered upon his work at once; and, with characteristic enthusiasm pre-

pared a program for Liberian Missions which was statesmanlike and

prophetic.
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He was not permitted to see those plans take shape. He scarcely had

chance to state them to the Foreign Missionary Board at New York. Just as

the Centenary program which included the needs of Liberia began to be

stated before the Church this great man of God had passed to his heavenly

reward amid the tears of a sorrowing Church, his Race and a Nation. In his

death the Methodist Church lost one of its noblest men; and the Race lost a

worthy leader. Shall we not extend to his widow our sympathy and devote

our energies to the accomplishment of his unfinished task. I am reliably in-

formed that Mrs. Camphor will soon return to Liberia where she will en-

gage in educational work under the Foreign Missionary Board. We shall

follow her with our earnest prayers. Her work shall command our keenest

interest and may the Lord of the Harvest send forth reapers for the work
of His kingdom.

Your General Conference.

Your General Conference easily ranks as one of the most representative

organizations of which the American Negro can boast. We recognize in your

midst some of the most eminent and successful pastors of the race. Pastors

whose pulpits are of commanding influence in America's greatest cities. Pas-

tors whose leadership in all moral reforms are invaluable; whose attitude is

never called in question by the righteous forces; who contribute to the com-

munity's good the moral strength of the race; who present the concrete ex-

ample of the race's better element co-operating with the righteous agencies

as their best answer to those who seek to malign us. Time will not permit

me to dwell upon the personnel of your General Conference. What should I

say were I to speak of your great educators, your editors, your eminent

General Officers and Board of Bishops? The future of your Church is safe

in the keeping of a Board of Bishops whose scholarship, whose executive

and administrative ability will compare favorably with that of any Church.

Altho their problems are often unique they are handled with a skill which

is at once a compliment to the Bishops and to the race.

Four Historic Years.

Four years ago you met in Philadelphia in your centennial celebration

Here you will report the first four years of your second century. Great

and marvelous things have happened in these four years. Nations which

martial their military strength upon the field of battle; or, shuttle them in

front line trenches; nations which commandeered its scientists and required

them to produce the most deadly and destructive mines, bombs, shells and
gases have begun the demobihzations of their armies. They are impatient at

all or any delay. They would restore the peace of the world. iTiey have

dispatched their diplomats to the world's peace table. Will diplomacy ac-

complish the amicable adjustment of national difficulties?

During these four years our country has engaged in the world's war and
won its meed of praise. At the moment the Central Powers were exultant
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over their victory on the eastern front; at the time Russia had weakened the

United States came to the relief of the allied armies. Germany prepared for,

a great offensive by releasing some of her finest eastern troops to strength-

en on her lines on the west. The United States, tho unprepared for war, in

one brief year organized and developed a military and naval strength which

at once challenged the admiration and the wonder of the world. While Ger-

many was executing her plans for a great spring offensive, America responded

to the call of the Allies. Germany believed that we could not and would not

dare if we could to move our armies thru the perils of the submarine

zone. The ocean was filled with submarines and mines. Submarines had

visited America. They had defied our ability to locate them. Will the

world soon forget that the American army came to the aid of the Allies thru

the most fearful perils? It was a feat of unchallenged heroism to move
more then a million troops and land them safely upon European soil.

A new story was told in the European war when the Yankee in khaki

thru his unleashed strength, his undaunted prowess and superb military

genius on the side of world democracy. Negroes were in the array in the army
in the navy, in the aviation corp, and in fact in every department of military

opportunity and emergency. Those remained at home engaged in Red Cross

work, bought and sold liberty bonds, war savings stamps, and in every

way aided the cause of humanity and democracy. Negro soldiers furnished

Labor Battalions, were used as Shock Troops, and easily ranked among the

best of the fighting units. The story of the Negro soldier on the battle line

is thrilling. Sent to the front line trenches he was impatient to go over the

top. No Man's Land was invaded under gas attacks and fearful barrages.

Here he cut the barbed wire fences and met the enemy in deadly combat.

Met the proudest Prussian heroes whose valor and skill had held the armies

of the proudest Nations of the world at bay for 3 years; met the well trained

and seasoned military genius of the Central powers where sentiments of

racial superiority are invalidated and only moral daring and physical

strength can accomplish the feat. The American Negro met the enemy and

conquered. Under his terrible assaults the Hindenburg line yielded to the

American Negro soldier. He broke the line and carried old glory on to vic-

tory. Our boys came back to us wearing the unmistakable evidence of the

character of the service rendered this Nation and the world. France does

not give decorations for bravery where it is undeserved. The Military powers

of America would not have gratuitously awarded Negroes for bravery. When
the historian shall make a faithful record of the Negroes' contribution to the

world's peace it will tell the story of military heroism, of moral courage and

of noble daring.

Four Years At Home.

The European war caused a scarcity of labor in Northern industries.

Emigration had practically ceased while the war orders required an increase

of labor. It was soon reahzed that the Southern Negro could furnish the
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unskilled labor that was needed. An offer of good wages and good living con-

ditons were made the Negro. He was not slow to accept the offer to improve

<,his condition. The South was soon alarmed to see the Negro leaving the

plantations in such large numbers. Nearly every train going North was

taxed to its capacity. Negroes came into the crowded East; came to the

thriving west; came to the generous North. It was a new day for the

Negro. It was the day of larger vision. In this day his world grew larger;

his horizon was broadened and extended. It was the day of industrial op-

portunity of an oppressed people; it was the day of released energies of a

large group of our American life; it was the day of new hope to a dis-

couraged race.

The Negro Loves the South and will never leave it. Perhaps no other

people would remain in the South under similar circumstances. One may
well wonder why Negroes remain in that section of our country. There is no

written law which requires them so to do. The answer is that the Negro

loves the South in spite of racial discriminations, preiudices, cruelties and

barbarities committed against members of his race. For a half century he

has witnessed the outrages against his women; the dishonest settlements for

his crops and labor; the cruel injustices of the civil and criminal courts, the

humiliatirg discriminations upon public carriers and in public places, the

ruthlesi disfranchisement of Negroes; and the fearful orgies of the beastial

mobs. In vain he pleads for justice; in vain he prays for fair play; and

in vain he begs for humane consideration. Is it any wonder many Negroes

left the South and many are still leaving? The wonder is that they have

remained so long when a night's ride on the train would better their con-

ditions.

The Negro Happy in bis New Environment.

Fully a million Negroes came to the North, East, and West. They were

given employment at union wages. Many of them made more in one week
than they had made in a month formerly. While they had much to learn

about the highly organized industries, the salaries paid and the desire to bet-

ter his conditions made the Negro an apt student. In a far briefer time than

any one expected the Negro was recognized as proficient in his task. Indus-

trial captains were quick to discover the advantages of Negro labor. He is

American with American hopes, thoughts and purposes; he speaks the Eng-

lish language; he is a Christian in his aims; and responds to kind treatment

and ample rewari. In fact Northern industry is pleased with the Negro as

a workman. The race relations in the factories, etc., have adjusted them-
selves with almost no friction. It is in the matter of housing that there

has come the greatest race friction. The coming of a million people would
naturally create seme misunderstandings and possible clashes. The wonder
is that there have been so few of them. There have been a few race riots.

In each instance the Negro was not the aggressor. If he was manly enough
to strike back when attacked no one can blame him. The cause of the riots

has not reflected upon the race. They complain that the Negro is buying
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property in the best residential sections. That's what the best people in

every community do. A good father will seek to locate his family near the

best school and in the cleanest and most sanitary neighborhood. The Negro

must be saving his money in order to buy the best property which is always

the highest on the market. The Negro is happy in his new environment.

The South pleads in vain for his return. Negroes do not sing even for

amusement "I wish I was in Dixie." The Negro from the South still loves

the South but he will not return until the South shall give to the Negro

equal justice before the courts, equal school facilities, and equal protection

of property and life, and when the virtue of a colored girl is guaranteed with

the same chivalry as that of a white girl; then, and not until then will the

Negro in the North consent to return to the South.

Unification.

May I congratulate you in advance upon the union of your great

Church, the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, and the African Metho-

dist Episcopal Zion Church. It is a pleasure to hear those who espouse the

cause of union , and to witness the way in which you have greeted every sug-

gestion of union. That you devised a plan of union so manifestly fair

that each Church can enthusiastically approve it is a compliment to your

Commission and the Race. The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church which

I believe is the smaller of the amalgamating Churches, has thru its General

Conference given the Plan an almost unanimous approval. The African

Methodist Episcopal Zion Church will, I am reliably informed, approve the

plan at its May Session of its General Conference at Knoxville, Tenn. And
if one judge by the enthusiasm with which you greet the suggestion of Union

this great General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

will ratify the Plan with a large vote. May I congratulate you in advance.

There are decided advantages which will accrue to the Race and the cause

of Christ by the Union of these three great Negro Methodisms. They have

so much in common that the things which differentiate them are worthy to

produce the breech. The missionary and educational opportunities possible

to the United Methodist Church will be truly inspiring and thrilling. Its

superior advantages for social and racial adjustments will be of invaluable

and strategic importance.

We Have Been Trying to Unite.

For some time we have been trying to secure the Union of the Metho-

dist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. When
we were at Saratoga Springs four years ago it seemed that the Union had

been accomplished in the spiritual elements thereof. That it only required

the matter of fact adiustments of machinery. We were enthusiastic about it.

At the time Bishop Cranston of the Methodist Church and Bishop Hendricks

of the Church South stood with clasped hands before the General Con-

ference and evidenced the fraternity of the two great Churches our enthusi.
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asm swept on toward apparent victory. The General Conference was upon
its feet in the moment. It was a moment of tragic significance. Strong

men wept in ecstacy. They saw their prayers in process of an answer.

Handicerchiefs were waved in chatauqua salute. It ii great moment.
Cameras flashed and caught the scene. Newspaper reporters painted word

pictures for the press of the Nations. They used the story of slavery and
division as the ugly background on which they painted the graphic descrip-

tion of the millennium of union and concord. With rapid dispatch there was
appointed a great and wise Commission composed of 5 Bishops, 10 Ministers,

and 10 Laymen to meet with a like Commission of the Church South and
work out the details of Union. Instead of adjourning sine die as is the cus-

tom, the General Conference took recess subject to the call of the Board

of Bishops that it might be assembled to ratify the terms of Union agreed

upon by the Commissions of the two Churches. It was thought we could

perfect the work in two years. The Commissions have met at Baltimore,

Md., Traverse City, Mich., Savannah, Ga., Cleveland, 0., St. Louis, Mo.
and Louisville, Ky.

The Plan of Union Submitted.

After four years' deliberation a Plan of Union without recommenda-
tion of the Commission is reported as "The best we can do under our instruc-

tions." They publish a Plan against which we are informed six of the Com-
missioners of the Church voted, Any and all elements in the Church were

ready to promote Union thru compromises on questions of expediences.

But questions of high personal rights may not be abrogated without vigorous

protests. No man has a right to assume that any respectable constituency

of the Church will support a Plan which proposes less for them than it

does for others. I may not of course speak in advance of the action of the

General Conferences at Des Moines. I can but state my own convictions.

I believe the Louisville Plan of Unification will fail. I believe it ought

to fail. It indicates, if it evidences any thing at all, that the two Churches

are not ready for Union. When the best the Commissioners can do after

four years of prayer and deliberation; after meetings held in the North and
in the South; after long periods of recess; after the fullest conference with

the leaders in all parts of each communion ; when the Louisville Plan is the

best that can be done "under our instructions" I am convinced the two
Churches are not ready for Union. Where there is such fear of the larger

Methodism; where the minority insists upon a protection which is undemo-
cratic—one which they have never accorded unto others; and where embar-

rassing limitations are proposed for one-tenth of the membership of the

Methodist Episcopal Church; and where the greatest Protestant Church in

the world is asked to commit itself to racial discrimination; and this is pro-

posed as the best we can do "under our instructions" I am convinced and I

think any fair-minded person would be convinced that the two Churches

are not ready for Union. I believe the Louisville Plan defeats the high ex-
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pectations of the General Conference at Saratoga Springs and consequently

should be defeated.

I am chagrined that I must in this presence acknowledge the apparent
failure of the fond hopes we had of Union of the long severed Methodisms.
I regret to acknowledge we shall have to try our hands again. Better

that we try a thousand times than that we should adopt a plan that does

not fill the measure of the gospel commission and the slogan of John Wes-
ley.

If the Methodist Episcopal Church wants Union of Methodism, and Union
of Methodism is greatly desired, why confine our efforts? United Meth-
odism must be catholic and world-wide. A plan can be written, a plan must
be written and may God give confusion and discord until a plan of Union is

written which shall be so fair and so impartial, that the Methodist of all

continents, of all races, of all nationalities and all languages could, and

that without the stultifying of any pure conscience, gladly subscribe to its

conditions. The accomplishment of the unification of all our Methodism
would be to the glory of God and our common Christ, the Lord who prayed

that we might be one. I wonder if your great Church might not undertake

to bring about this greater and all inclusive United Methodism. Perhaps it

would be unwise for me to suggest it. It is a matter too delicate for me to

have anything to do with. If the representatives of the proposed United

Methodist Church should send a Commission, a Delegation or even a cor-

respondence proposing such a union of all our Methodisms on a basis of

absolute equity, who knows what the outcome of it might be. Indeed

I would like to read the answer to such a proposition.

The Methodist Centenary.

The Methodist Church celebrated a century of Missionary effort last year.

A great exposition was held in Columbus, O., June 20—July 13th. The
exhibits were the best ever assembled. Each day's program was crowded

with interest and missionary information. The attendance set a new rec-

ord. On July 4th, there were more than a hundred thousand people

present. The Pageant "The Wayfarer" has been admitted by critics as a

great dramatic contribution. In this Pageant, in all the missionary litera-

ture due credit was unstintingly given John Stewart whose labors among
the Indians inspired the organization of the Missionary Society of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. John Stewart was a Negro converted at Mariet-

ta, 0. The greatest Protestant Church of America gave a prodigeous

tribute to a Negro as the founder of its Missionary work in the world.

A colored minister of my Conference played the part of John Stewart every

afternoon and night in the Pageant of "The Wayfarer" during the celebra-

tion. The fact that a Negro was the founder of our Missionary work

was taught in text books, published in all our Advocates, eloquently an-

nounced in all our pulpits, portrayed in lithographs and flashed upon the

canvas' of picture shows. A delegation went to the shrine of John Stewart
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at Upper Sandusky where they were the guest of the community and the

memorial John Stewart Methodist Church.

It Was Mo;e Than a Fine Display.

But the Centenary was more than a great jollification; more than a fine

display of Missionary achievements and difiiculties; more than even, the con-

tribution of a monster pageantry of music, art and history. If it had done

either one of these it would have justified its promoters. However the Cente-

nary was to do more and did it. Those who planned the Centenary were

spiritual seers and church diplomats. They prepared a survey of t'he

world's spiritual and moral needs. Nothing of the kind had ever been at-

tempted. They proposed to know in terms of men and money the world's

moral obligations. They proposed to know what the Church would have to

do to accomplish its task on each mission field during the next five years.

They discovered that this was a task of great proportions and many difficul-

ties. The missionaries could not realize they were to receive an adequate

amount with which to do the work in their field. The Church had always

doled a mere pittance to them and excused itself by saying, "This is all we
can do." They were unprepared for the proposition of the Centenary

Commission. They asked for all they dared. They measured their asking

by the formgr giving of the Church. It totaled 40 millions for the Foreign

field and 40 millions for the Home field. A program to raise 80 millions was

announced to the world. It startled the Church. It staggered the faith of

m my. Some declared i t was impossible ; others said it was inopportune ; while

nearly everyone wondered if it could be done. It was thought because the

Nation was at war the President of the United States would forbid it. An
intensive campaign was inaugurated. Each Episcopal Area was organized for

action. Each Bishop assembled the Pastors of his Episcopal Area and joined

the representatives of the Centenary Commission in the statement of the

Centenary program. At the expense of the Centenary all the District Super-

intendents of the Church met in convention at Columbus, 0., and caught a

vision of the task and its opportunity. Executive Secretaries were placed in

charge of the campaign in the Episcopal Areas. The plan proposed the raising

of the entire 80 million dollars before the opening of the Centenary Celebra-

tion at Columbus in June 1919. With the signing of the armistice there was
added for war reconstruction the sum of 25 million making a grand total of

105 million dollars as the Centenary task. The response of the Church to this

challenge must have made the angels rejoice. We accomplished it in schedule

time, in fact the Church pledged for the missionary needs of the world, the

magnificent sum of 113 million dollars. Nothing like it had ever been heard
nor dreamed of in the history of the Church. Now the INTERCHURCH
WORLD MOVEMENT proposes to have all the Churches accomplish a

missionary task of more than 300 million dollars. May the Lord bless

them and give them abundant success.
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Shall I tell you what the Colored members did for the Centenary?

I am sure you will be interested to know that the Colored Conferences ac-

cepted their full quotas. That these quotas totaled more than two million

dollars. That the enthusiam of the Race never ran higher for any interest be-

gin than it did for the Centenary. Our District Superintendents and Pastors

demonstrated their ability as real leaders. Our real Executive Secretaries

commanded the enthusiastic support of their Areas. The Negro Confer-

ences took the honors of the Church. The Lexington Conference in the

Cincinnati, the Washington Conference in the Washington and the Dela-

ware Conference in the Philadelphia were the first to reach their full quota

in its respected Area, altho all the Conferences in these Areas are white.

The Little Rock Conference received the honor in the St. Louis Area.

The New Orleans Area, Bishop Wilbur P. Thirkield's Area, was our" only

entirely colored Area. The Rev. W. A. C. Hughes, D. D. was chosen as its

Areal Secretary. No finer work was accomphshed than Dr. Hughes ac-

complished under many difficulties in the New Orleans Area. This dis-

tinctively colored Area bears the honor of having raised the largest amount
in cash for the first fiscal year and second only to the Helena Area in the

drive for a million souls.

Do you ask will the Negro pay what he promises? Up to date the Negro
ha;j paid more than a half million dollars on the two million pledged. I was
present at three Colored Conferences this spring where the aggregate re-

ported by the treasurers was more than $175,000. The New Orleans Area

reports to date $196,000. Do these amounts indicate that the Negro pays

what he promises? In fact the record which we are asking for the Centenary

is the finest achievement yet attained by any group of Negro churchmen.

May I submit the following record of the Negro in the Methodist Church

during the past 4 years: Increase of members 5 per cent; increase of Sunday

School enrollment 4 per cent; increase in Pastor's Salary about 27 per cent;

District Superintendent's Salary increase 21 per cent; Conference Claimant's

increase 101 per cent.

The Methodist Episcopal Church.

We are justly proud of the history of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

We have not always been proud of the conduct of each member nor of

that of each local congregation. These are often influenced by opinions

contrary to the spirit of the Methodist Church. The "Mother Church" as

you are pleased to call it has always had some disobedient children—folks

who did not accept the same attitude on moral or ethical matters as that

of the Methodist Church. It is hardly fair to judge the entire communion
by the opinions voiced or the attitude taken by the minority. The grand old

Church may rest her case on a record of unfaltering devotion to the right

as God gave the ability to determine the right. Whether you think of the

emancipation of the Slaves; the enfranchisement of the Negro; the moral,

intellectual, economical or spiritual betterment of the Race; whether you

recall the days of the Revolutionary, the Mexican, the Civil, the Spanish, or
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those days of the great European war; whcether it has been the fight against

the Louisiana Lottery, corruption in politics or the demoralizing American

Saloon upon these and all kindred questions the Methodist Episcopal Church

has sounded no uncertain note. You cannot write the story of any cause for

human betterment that has not received our heartiest and most enthusiastic

support. We are abroad in the world at this wonderful day of opportunity.

We are prepared to serve the world to the glory of God and the enrichen-

ing of the lives of those to whom we come. We are in the strategic cen-

ters of the civilization of the great empires of China, Korea and India that

the Orient may awaken to the newer and better day. We are in the mighty

centers of France, of Italy, Switzerland and Germany; we are in Mexico, in

Hayti, and South America that these shall feel the throb of sympathetic

heart.

We are in the greatest continent of Africa with the light of civilization

and we shall build a string of colleges across the Continent locating them
at the most strategic points; we shall come to Africa with 1000 of the best

young men and women of the Race ii^ America. We shall defy its super-

stition. We shall attack her ignorance; and wrestle from her latent re-

sources that with which we shall not only lift her people from poverty

and starvation but when the exhausted mineral supplies of the civilization

shall wane we will furnish the world's need. It is fitting that we con-

clude with these lines of the sainted Bishop Camphor who speaks to

you and the Race.

Far across the mighty ocean

Is a land of palmy plains,

But that land is not enlightened;

It is one where darkness reigns.

There the heathen in his blindness,

Knoweth not the blessed word,

Nor of Jesus Christ, the Saviour

Precious Lord, our only Lord.

Africa.'tis named, that country,

Far away from this bright shore.

Far removed from light and knowledge,

Far remote from Christian lore.

There for many, many ages,

Lingering still in blackest night,

Africa, dark land of history.

Void of light, is void of light.

How can we remain contented.

In illuminated homes,

While our brother gropes in darkness.

And in heathenism roams?
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Should not his complete salvation,

Be our earnest prayerful plea,

Till that long-neglected country,

Shall be free, yes wholly free?

Africa, thou ebon country,

How we long to see thee free.

E'er shall we for thy redemption

Work and pray, till thou shall be.

Free from every degradation,

That has cursed thy sunny land.

This the constant supplication

Of our band, our Christian band.

This Significant Session.

Your General Conference never convened under circumstances more preg-

nant with historic significance than now. Great and vital matters; grave

and significant interests wait upon your deliberations. A great Race and a

mighty Nation will be affected by your decisions here. The hour is crucial

and exacting; the opportunity glorious; and the privilege magnificent. It

calls for wise church statesmanship; it admonishes against the leadership

of the rabble, the emotional, the irresponsible, and the inconsiderate. It

is a time for sober thought; for wise counsel; for mental poise; a time for

your way to a definite course of actions. You will plan for the advance-

ment of the kingdom of Christ. This will be your primary effort. You are

fortunate in your leadership at this time: Your Bishops bring you a sur-

vey of the world's needs and the Church's marvelous opportunity. You will

be guided by their wise and sober conclusions. Your General officers are

men of wide travel and extensive acquaintance. They bring to you valu-

able information. You will prayerfully ponder all you hear. While you

struggle to solve the problem of the new Race adjustments—and nothing

less than spiritual agony can do it—remember the folks at home and the

Race everywhere waits for your program. In a larger way than perhaps you

realize you are to write for the New Negro a program. The prophet is still

the leader of this Race. Yours must be a program of righteousness, of serv-

ice, high ideals, of brave and courageous manhood. It must be a program

devoid of acrimony. It must not be an exclusive but an inclusive one. It

must be a program of Americanism,— of human brotherhood. It must be

written, not for Negroes alone but for all men everywhere. In the firm

conviction that the God of the Nations will guide you I bid you bon voyage.

St. Louis, Mo., May, 6, 1920.

To the Presiding Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

assembled in General Conference in St. Louis, Mo.
Dear Brethren, and Fellow servants of the Master:

We, the two undersigned pastors and preachers of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, South, have been designated and officially appointed by the
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Preachers' meeting of cur comniunion, of the city of St. Louis, to repre-

sent them to you.

We bear to you our cordially Christian greetings and welcome; we

congratulate you upon your history and achievement, and congratulate

American Methodism upon your example of fidelity to "the faith once

delivered to the saints," and upon your unfaltering allegiance to the Bi-

ble as the revealed word of God, and to a vital and vitalizing Christian

experience.

We tender to you, in the name of our common Lord and Master

our good will and brotherly love, and assure you of our prayer for the

continual blessing of Almighty God upon your future.

Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

ROY P. BASLER.
Presiding Elder of the De Solo District.

CLARENCE BURTON.
Pastor of Wagoner Place Church, St. Louis.

FRATERNAL GREETINGS FROM THE AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

BY REV. R. H. SINGLETON, D. D.

Bishops, General Officers and Members of the General Conference of the

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church,

Ladies and Gentlemen

:

I esteem it as one of the highest privileges of my ministerial life

to have been selected by the Bishops' Council of my church to convey

its message of fraternity and good will to your honorable body.

I follow in the wake of a line of illustrious pre-decessors who were

chosen to bring you greetings in former years. And as I sat and listened to

the scholarly eloquence of Dr. J. W. Brown, your fraternal messenger to

our Centennial General Conference in Philadelphia, I was more than ever

impressed with the oneness and strength of Methodism; and especially

of African Methodism as represented by Zion and Bethel.

These two groups of organized Negro Methodism, springing from the

same parent stock, have come down thru the years, side by side, gathering

strength and influence until today they stand as the Emblems of Negro
self-help and achievement and the Vanguard of progress of the Negro
Race the world over.

We bring you greetings today bec"ause of that for which you stand.

Yours and mine are the heritage of a noble past. In your honored founder.

Bishop James Varick, you have the life and example of a man who lived and:
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wrought, with his compeers, in times which tried men's souls. Yet he
never faltered nor quailed.

You have had great men since his day; sun crowned giants of intellec-

tual and spiritual strength; and as I follow the line of his illustrious suc-

cessors from Bishop Christopher Rush to Bishop G. C. Clement, I bow
with sincere reverence and regard, and yet not one of those splendid men,
although many of them, reflecting the light of the twentieth century civi-

lization, would I exalt above the head of that grand man who is the founder

of your great church and from whom no human hands can pluck the laurel

or lips deny the need of praise.

We congratulate you upon your marvelous history and the noble gal-

axy of excellent men and women who adorn its pages.

We would that we had the time today to speak of the inspiration

given to the Negro race, regardless of denominational proclivities, by such

of your brilliant sons as Drs. Wm. Howard Day, B. T. Wheeler, Wm. H.
Goler, J. C. Price, Hon. John C. Dancy, and even the immortal Frederick

Douglass, who once worshipped at your altars; but the time will not permit

me to dwell on their greatness and that of others like them. Let it suffice

us to say that your past has been well wrought, and you have come up
through the years undaunted and unafraid.

All that is high and holy in Methodism belongs to us. We are heirs of

a common heritage. One hundred and thirty-three years ago, we began

housekeeping for ourselves, and although difficult has been the path over

which we have come, we are still pressing on the upward way. Beginning in

the far off day in the city of Philadelphia, when it was criminal for a Negro
to act independently of a white man, Richard Allen dared to establish an

organization of Negroes, for Negroes and by Negroes, with the outflung

banner of the Cross and underneath the banner of universal brotherhood,

with the motto: "God our Father, Christ our Redeemer and man our

Brother."

When we consider the condition of our people in this country at that

time, the action of Allen and of Varick may be classed with that of Martin

Luther of the Reformation, or that of John Wesley, the father of universal

Methodism. We bring you greetings to-day from a religious denomination

that, like you, is not ashamed, but rather proud of its origin and of the work

that God has permitted it to perform in the civilization and Christianiza-

tion of the world.

From her cradle in Philadelphia in 1787, with sixteen persons consti-

tuting the first great protest against the color caste in religion, African

Methodism comes to greet you with a membership of 827,000.

Departments.

Our Missionary Department is the eldest branch of its organized activ-

ities, carrying out the marching orders of our King when He said: "Go ye in-

to all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."
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In 1819, three years after its organization as a denomination, the A. M.
E. Church sent Rev. Daniel Coker as a Missionary to West Africa. The De-

partment was organized in 1844 and today we have missionaries in South

and West Africa, South America and the islands of the sea and it is the pur-

pose of this department to have the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached by

black men to black men wherever man is found. The women of the Church

are enrolled under this Department.

There are 227 ministers, missionaries and natives, working through this

Department and 28,700 members in our foreign fields. Three Bishops:

W. W. Beckett, I. N. Ross and C. S. Smith superintend our work in South

and West Africa in Canada and the islands.

Our Publication Department, the next in order, was established in 1848.

Since that time this Department has vindicated the foresightedness of its

originators by fighting the battles of the Race at a time when there were few

who dared espouse the cause of the slave. Today the products' of Negro

brain and skill go forth from this department in the form af books and

periodicals to enlighten and inspire the sons of Ham in all parts of the

world. And wherever the Christian Recorder, the Southern Christian Record-

er, Voice of Missions and our other publications go, the work of human
uplift goes on.

The Dollar Money system of the A. M. E. Church has been the foun-

dation of the financial success of the A. M. E. Church.

The Financial Department was established in 1872 and through this

Department all of the important financial transactions of the Church are

conducted.

The Department of Education was established in 1876. No Depart-

ment of the Church has been of greater benefit to the church and race than

has this Department. All of our Church schools, with the exception of

Wilberforce University, have been organized since the establishment of

this Department. The schools of the various religious denominations are

great blessings to the Negro, as in a number of places, they constitute

the only means of higher Education for the Race.

We believe in the fullest development of the whole man and in our

schools we teach the head to think, the heart to love and the hand to work.

Our pulpits are calling for a prepared ministry and the Church is doing all

that she can to supply the call. The standard of the pulpit has been raised

and our people are receiving the Lord's message as never before.

Our Sunday School Department was established in 1882 by Rev., now
Bishop C. S. Smith. It is doing a noble work in training the children of the

church in the tenets of the A. M. E. Church. The pupils of our Sunday
School now number 415,000 with 8,469 teachers and ofl[icers.

Our Church Extension Department was established in 1892. It is ad-

mirably performing the duty for which it has been organized.
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Our Young People's Department, the Allen Christian Endeavor League
was established in 1896. It trains the young people of the church in

methods of Church work.

Churches, like nations and countries, are known by the character of the

men produced by them; and so will the organizations, Zion and Bethel

stand out conspicuously not by what we say of ourselves, but by the force

of character, by the individuality and high moral standing of the men
who preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Church politics and creeds may change as the race changes and the years

come and go, and the ministry must be prepared to meet these changes,

but in no wise should it compromise the true principles of Christianity, or

cater to that which is unbecoming the dignity of the high office of the Min-
istry.

New conditions bring new duties and the African Methodist Episco-

pal Church authorizes me to say to you that she is awake to the demands of

the time. We recognize that truth and purity are the cornerstones upon

which must be built an influential organization and along this line we are

endeavoring to advance the cause of God and humanity.

The heroism demonstrated one hundred and thirty-three years ago by

the setting up of our own denominational kingdom in the city of "Brotherly

Love" has not lessened in any degree, and the war against ignorance, super-

stition and sin continues with unabated zeal.

The career of the church forms an important part of the history of the

nation and her achievements are but the achievements of Christianity.

Politically, our church is independent, leaving the membership free

to act as reason and common sense may dictate in questions of politics.

We do not mean, however, that ministers should be inactive ar.d silent upon
the great questions which concern the nation, and more especially the Negro.

We believe it incumbent upon the gospel minister to stand for all that is

pure in government and for the best method of maintaining that govern-

ment. He should not be a partisan, but a patriot and vindicate with all his

might the politics which promise the best results to the government and the

people he represents. We point with pride to the distinguished leadership

of such men as Bishops J. S. Caldwell, L. W. Kyle, W. L. Lee and G. C.

Clemer.t of Zion and C. S. Smith, Joshua H. Jones, John Hurst and Jos. S.

Flipper of Bethel.

We believe that through wise and cautious, yet courageous leaders in

the ministry and such able and distinguished champions of human liberty

as the Honorable John C. Dancy and Prof. John R. Hawkins, the future of

the race is bright and hopeful.

But we must pause here to regret the losses sustained by both your

church and ours during the past quadrennium by the death of four of our

chief pastors. Bishops Alexander Walters, J. W. Hood and C. I. Harris of

your church and Bishop Cornelius T. Shaffer of ours. In these distin-

guished prelates we have sustained a great loss to the church and race.
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We mourn with you for them because of what they were to us, to the

church and to humanity; and now they belong to history and to the ages.

And thus through years, African Methodism, Zion and Bethel, have

come up side by side to the present day. Shall we always remain divided?

God forbid. There are conditions confronting the Church of God and the

Negro race which can only be successfully met by a united front. The great

world war, with its far reaching effect, has left in its wake problems for so-

lution which will tax the highest powers of the human intellect. Order,

harmony and contentment must take the place of the political, social and

industrial unrest, which is spreading its paralyzing power over this war-

ridden, sin-smitten, unhappy earth of ours like a horrible night mare, before

peace and prosperity can again come to our world. What power can bring

this about? No human wisdom can foresee the end of these conditions.

The League of Nations was expected to bring about the glorious day when
"Nation shall not lift up sword against Nation, neither shall they learn war

anymore;" but the council of Versailles entered upon its work without con-

sultation with or reliance upon that Higher Power which giveth liberally and

upbraideth not, and therefore it was denied that wisdom which cometh
from above and all of its work has gone for naught.

And unless the Church of God and the Christian forces of the world

take immediate and strong action for a reign of righteousness, the fruits of

the greatest war in human history will be lost and the incalculable sacrifices

of blood and treasures will have been made in vain.

We rejoice, however, that the Christian forces of the nation are becom-

ing aroused over the threatened outlook and are nerving themselves to bat-

tle against the trinity of evil: Anarchy, Socialism and Bolshevism in this and
other lands. The leaders of the Inter-Church World Movement are alive to

the danger and duties that confront the church of the Living God and haVe

succeeded in enlisting the energy and co-operation of the Protestant world.

There is another movement originating in the South known as the "At-

lanta Plan," where white and colored Christians, ministers and laymen,

meet weekly and oftener if necessary, to devise methods of bringing about

harmonious relations between the races. It is known as the Commitee on

Church Co-operation, and only ministers and persons who are members of

the Christian Church can become members. The white and colored mem-
bers meet together monthly, oftener if necessary, for consultation. The
result of the plan has been wonderful. This plan can be used with beneficial

effect, in any part of the world where two or more divergent races live

together in any appreciable number.
Thus we see that the Church is awake to the enormity of the task con-

fronting her. The question is now what should be our duty in the premises?

Shall we now take a backward step? We, who for more than a hundred
years have been in the forefront of religious leadership? I hear you answer
NO. I am authorized by my Church to say to you, that Bethel will take

no backward step while there is a duty to perform. She will only cease to

advance when there are no more wrongs to righten, no more evils to con-
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quer, no more souls to save. Till then she will march on under the con-

quering banner of Immanuel.
Varick and Allen and the long line of their worthy successors, whose

spirits dwell in the spirit land, smile their approval at the advance made by
Zion and Bethel. Our General Conferences, which are now in session, have
acted upon the resolutions passed by the Tri-Council in Louisville, Ky., in

February 1918. The C. M. E. Church in its General Conference in Chicago

in 1918 passed favorable upon the recommendation. When this great body
of United Negro Methodism shall join other Methodist and religious organ-

izations and bodies, with the banner of Jesus Christ waving to the music of

Love, Peace and Goodwill, then shall the black flag of wickedness give way
before the uplifted banner of the cross until the kingdoms of this world shall

become the kingdom of our God and His Christ. That day is rapidly ap-

proaching, as thrones and kingdoms are even now before the onward march

of Him whose right it is to reign. Let us as His servants herald His coming

by performing faithfully and well the task assigned us in this auspicious hour;

for truly we can say with the poet: "We are living, we are dwelling in a

grand and awful time; in an age on ages telling. To be living is sublime."

And now, my friends, permit me to thank you for the courtesy of list-

ening to me. The salutations of my Church have been delivered to you.

Before another assembly such as this shall gather in quadrennial session,

some who are here today may be numbered with the spirits of the departed.

Let us see to it that we work while the day lasts, so that when the night dark-

ens it can be said of us: "The checkered scene. The feverish dream of their

earthly life is over, and the weary are at rest." God bless this session of the

General Conference. Hush! I hear the tramp, tramp, tramip of United Meth-

odism: Look! The mountains and the valleys and plains are full of them.

They are charging the breastworks of sin. Listen! I hear the shout of vic-

tory from millions of throats. The adamantine gates of human oppres-

sion have been broken down; the brazen gates of peonage, disfranchise-

ment, Jim-Crow cars and lynching have been lifted from their hinges, rusted

with the ignorance and prejudice of ages, and hurled into the dark waters

of Oblivion.

And the hills and vales, clouds and stars, systems and universes

reverberate the paeon of praise. "Allelulia, for the Lord God Omnipotent

reigneth."

RESOLUTIONS.

To the Bishops, General Officers, College Presidents and Delegates:

In view of the fact that the Committee on the State of the Country, pre-

sented to the General Conference, such a broad and comprehensive docu-

ment setting forth the position of the A. M. E. Church on the Race's po-

sition in the United States of America; and

Whereas, The Report is such a vital document in this crucial period;

therefore be it
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Resolved, That a copy be given to Congressman L. C. Dyer of the 12th

Congressional District of Missouri, the same to be read in the records of

Congress, be it further

Resolved, That a copy be sent to the chief Executive of the nation,

President Woodrow Wilson.

Signed,

H. P. Anderson.

Resolution.

This is a day of organization. Men and women are thinking and reas-

oning.

M hereas. There has been outlined the plan and scope of an organization,

the first in the African M. E. Church to be known as the Men's Mis-

ionaryLeaguebf the A. M.E. Church; and

Whereas, The object of which shall be to support Home and Foreign

Missions; to encourage and assist young laymen and women to equip them-

selves for missionary work at home and in foreign fields, especially as

physicians, nurses, artisans and social workers; and

Whereas, We have more than 250,000 male members in the A. M. E.

Church, and we desire to put them in Missionary Leagues, therefore be it

the sense of this the 26th General Conference that we endorse and adopt

the Movement as one of the Auxiliaries of the A. M. E. Church.

W. H. Nixon,

(^. A. Gregg,

C. M. Tanner.

Resolution.

That the Bishops' Council be asked by this General Conference to select

a committee, one member of which shall be a musician, to make a careful

study of the Hymnal of the A. M.E. Church, its hymns, music, arrange-

ments, etc., and make such recommendations as are best suited to the needs

of the A. M. E. Church and that the said committee thus appointed be

given until the sitting of the next General Conference to complete its

labors.

Chas. E. Stewart.

Resolution.

Be it Resolved, That a Committee on Ministerial Efficiency be added to

the list of Annual Conference Committees whose duty it will be to report

on the efficiency of the ministry.

John Harmon.

Resolution.

Resolved, That we have heard with pleasure and profit Gen. Julian S.

Carr, of North Carolina, and we welcome him in our midst . Since it is such

open and fair-minded Christian men, as he that notwithstanding the dark
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clouds that sometimes hang upon the horizon are the bright stars which

herald the dawn of a rising day when the sun of righteousness shall arise

with healing in His wings and all men shall be brothers in Jesus Christ.

Solomon Porter Hood.

Resolution.

That C. H. Johnson continue as the Secretary of the Laymen's Forward
Movement, and that the office be carried in the official literature of the

Church.

M. F. Sydes.

Resolution.

St. Louis. Mo., May 18, 1920.

To the Bishops and General Conference:

Whereas, The Republic of Mexico is a foreign country, therefore be it

Resolved, That it be given attention and assistance by the general

missionary Department.

S. J. Johnson,

S. D. Butler.

Resolution.

To the Bishop and Conftrence:

Whereas, We have in the rank and file of our Ministry one who in the

face of much opposition, has demonstrated his ability and worth to both

Church and state, and
Whereas, The character to whom we refer is the Rev. Mr. W. H. Braxton,

B. S., D. D'., of Clarksdale, Mississippi, who single handed and alone,

went before the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, composed of three

hundre-^ democrat lawyers, and
Whereas, The said Rev. W. H. Braxton, plead with the said Legislature

until he convinced them of the necessity of appropriating twenty-five thou-

sand dollars for Negro rural work and making him custodian of the same
and,

Whereas, The said appropriation was made and duly signed by His

Exellency Lee M. Russell, Governor of the State of Mississippi, be it

Resolved, That this General Conference, now assembled appreciate

the work that the Rev. W. H. Braxton has done for our race, and
Resolved, further. That we pray and hope for his continued success in •

the work that he has begun for the better development of his people in

Mississippi.

Yours for race uplift,

. F. R. C. Burden,

W.P.Q.Byrd,
S. P. Washington,

G. W. Beamon,
S. S. Stephens,

S.W.White.
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Resolution.

Whereas, The General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church in session at St. Louis, Mo., May 1880, authorized the appoint-

ment of delegates to the First Ecumenical Methodist Conference, London,

England, Sept., 1881, and has been represented in each subsequent con-

ference; and
Whereas, The Fifth Ecumenical Methodist Conference is to convene in

London, England, September, 1921,

Resolved, That the Bishops be and are hereby empowered to appoint

the number of delegates to said Conference as may be allotted to the A. M.
E. Church.

Resolved, That the Bishops shall designate a Sunday in 1921, at which

time a special collection shall be taken in all the churches for the purpose of

aiding in defraying the traveling expenses of the delegates appointed.

Resolved, That the Financial Department shall contribute a sum not

to exceed $300.00 a year for the years 1920 and 1921 to meet the necessary

expenses of the General Commission.

Signed:

Resolution.

Whereas, It is of vast importance that we be in close relationship with

the great Laymen's Movement in these times of reconstruction, therefore

be it

Resolved, That Prof. C. H. Johnson be continued as Secretary of the

Laymen's Missionary Forward Movement of the A. M. E. Church, and
that the office be recorded on the official roll of representative functionaries

of the A. M. E. Church.

R. H. Bumry.

Resolution.

Resolved, That this General Conference tender a vote of thanks to the

Associated Press for the excellent reports sent out over its wires, and to

the local press for the splendid reports of the General Conference proceedings

R. A. Grant.

Resolution.

St. Louis, Mo., May 18th 1920.

To the Bishops, General Officers, Presidents, Deans and Delegates of the 26th

Session of the General Conference of the A. M. E. Church:

Whereas, The supreme need of evangelizing our Church and increasing

-our membership are prime necessities, therefore be it

Resolved, That this session of the General Conference establish an Evan-
gelistic Bureau and elect at its head a competent evangelist to conduct the

:same, therefore be it
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Resolved, That the rules be suspended and this matter be acted upon at
once and become law.

Respectfully submitted,

J. B. Butler,

Jas. M. Wheeler.

Resolution.

Whereas, There has been launched a school since the rise of the 25th
Session of the General Conference, held in the city of Philadelphia, known
as Flipper—Key—Davis University located at Tullahassee, Oklahoma,
maintained by the Oklahoma, N. E. Oklahoma and Central Oklahoma
Conferences, and

Whereas, The said Conferences have secured an appropriate site of forty

(40) acres of land with buildings and conveniences for school purposes and'

have paid for the same, and
Whereas, The Conferences maintaining the said school and the Trustees

who have the management thereof desire such action, be it

Resolved, That the 26th General Conference accept the school as one

of the Connectional Schools of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
and that the same be placed under the direction of the Secretary and

Board of Education among the other schools of the Church and that the

same become one of the beneficiaries of the Educational Department of the

Church.

Wm. D. Johnson.

Resolution.

Whereas, The Hon. L. C. Dyer, member of Congress, representing the

2th (fongressional District of Missouri, has by the presenting of the bill'

in Congress, brought before this Act that would meet and do away with

Mob Violence one of the dangers that threaten the stability and perpetuity

of our nation, therefore be it

Resolved, first. That this General Conference extend to him its thanks

for his manly stand upon the question of human rights, and justice for

putting his ability and influence upon the side of equity and law, and his

eflfort to rid this great nation of one of the foulest blots that has stained its

honor.

Second, That we recognize in that true Americanism which knows no

man by his race or color, but only his true soul worth. We feel by his acts

that he has shown his loyalty in upholding Constitutional government and

fidelity to those true ideals of democracy which were viewed in the Dec-

laration of Independence, that all men were created free and equal by the

Creator with inalienable rights among which are life, liberty and the pur-

suits of happiness.

Third, That we believe that it is only the enactment into law of these

great principles through the passage of such acts that the conscience of this
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Nation can be so awakened as to stamp out injustice and to give to every

man those rights and privileges which the sons of this Nation have died to

defend.

Fourth, That we pledge to Congressman Dyer the faithful assistance

of the seven hundred (7C0,000) thousand Negroes of the A. M. E. Church.

Solomon Porter Hood.

Resolution.'

To the Chairman, Bishops and General Officers ana Delegates:

Be it Resolved, That this Conference ask the Hon. Congressman Dyer
of the 12th Congressional District of Missouri, to open his heart long

enough to pray Congress to withdraw the military occupation from Haiti,

for reasons known to your humble Missionary from that Field.

S. E. Churchstone Lord.

Resolution.

Whereas, We have held one of the most effective and successful General

Conferences in the history of the Church and desire to emphasize some of

the elements which have contributed to this result, therefore

Besolred, first. That we thank the Bench of Bishops for the fair impartial

rulings which were exhibitious of executive ability under a stress and strain

that in many cases showed the best judgment and finest parliamentary skill.

Second, That we express to the Bishop of the Fifth Episcopal District

Rev. Dr. Henry Blanton Parks, our appreciation of his arduous efforts as the

official head of this diocese in which we have met, as being one of the leading

factors in making the success we have had.

Third, That we thank our Secretaries for the faithful and painstaking care

they have shown in keeping a true record of our proceedings and performing

their duties in the most commendable manner.

Fcurth, That we thank the Pastor and people of St. Paul A. M. E.

Church and Iccal ccrrmittee for raising all considered, at least $4,000 to aid

in the expenses of this General Conferences and to this extent lifting from
the general Church that much of the financial burden, also for the many fine

receptions, beginning with the first general reception and extending on to

the two receptions given the missicrary ladies, the reception given the

Sunday School, and the Allen Christian Endeavor workers, and the reception

given at Poro College.

Resolved, Fifth, That we extend to the people of St. Louis in general, our

thanks and highest appreciation of their courtesy, hospitality, and kindness

and that we are pleased with the general advancement of our people here,

as represented by their fine schools, their Y. M. C. A and Y. W. C. A., their

fine church edifices, beautiful homes, places of business, professional men
and women and the general character of the whole city and wish for

them all continued propperity and the blessing of Almighty God.

Solomon Porter Hood.
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